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Snolesad is a moporandun ootting forth daexground 
information ipmediatoly cvailablo concorning Viola Liuzzo 
who was abot and killod noar Solpa, Alabasa, on the night 
of men 25, 1965, and ber busband Aathony 3. Liuszo. 
35355 This information has also been furnishod to 
the ite House. : me : 

2 = Tho Doputy Attornoy Goneral (Enclosuro) 


i = Br. John Doar (Enclosure) | 
Acting Assistant Attoracy General 
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a VIOLA LIvzz0 - VICTIM 1 - Mr. 
1 kr. 


4 60 of the Michigan Secretary of State, 
the Datroit Police Department and the Detroit FBI files 
ows the 1145 1er 10 eoncerning Viola Liuzzo who 
was shot and killed near Selwa, Alabama, on the night of 
March 25, 1965, and her husband Anthony J. Liuzzo. 


} The Detroit, Michigan, Police Departzent files rr er, 
reveal that Viola Liuzzo born April 11, 1925, at California, . 
Pennsylvania, residence 19375 Marlowe, Detroit, Michigan, , 
was arrested on June 16, 1964, for "failing to send children 

to school.” - Ho disposition was shown for this arrest. 


The files of the FBI Detroit Office disclose that 
Viola Liuzzo, no address given, wrote a letter to the "Detroit 
Free Press," a Detroit daily newspaper, belittling the 
Governpent’s attack on James R. Hoffa, President * the 
International Brotherhood of Teapsters. 


T he records of the Michigan Secretary of State's 
Office, Lansing, Michigan, indicate that a Michigan operators 
license was issued to Viola Liuzzo, born April 11, 1925, 
-yesidence 19375 Marlowe, Detroit, on April 16, 1963, Her 
description is given as "white female, blond hair, gray eyes, 
height 5 fect ai inches, weight 127 pounds, no vision restriction. 
or, om Lin 220 
— ee ee ig PO pe ng of the Michigan Secretary of State“'s 
Office also icate that a chauffeurs license was issued to 
Anthony Ja 1 born October 5, 1913, residence 
19375 Marl „ Detroit": fhe license is to "expire May 1371 1965. 
Liuzzo is described as a white male, height 5 feet 104 inches, 
weight 192 pounds, blue eyes, black hair, with no vision 
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mae’ 1 1968 Oldenobile 99590 with 1068 5 Michigan License a 
9177 1s registered to — ws — 19375 Marlowe, *; 8 
e —" : 5 n 1 . ie . 
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‘The 1964 City Directory for the West side of “¥ ee 1 
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Detroit reveals that Anthony J. Liuzzo and his wife, eee 
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reside at 19375 Marlowe, Detroit, and he is exployed as a 
business agent for the Teapsters "Union in Detroit. It is . 
reported that Irs. Liugzo ves employed as a laboratory | . 
technician at Mount Sinai Hospital, Detroit, and is 4 

part-time student at Wayne University in Detroit. She 10 
reported to be the pother of five 3. „„ ; 
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1 - Mr. McGowan 
11ROn FROM SELLIA TO 1 - Mr. Hines 
 MONTGOLMIRY, ALABAMA 
_LAARCH 21 - “= 25, 1905 


Se darch 28, 1988, the parade from St. Jude's, 
a Cathouts = ctitetios, started at approximately 10:10 a. m. 
| a 22, 000 marchors pa-ticirated in this parade. 


“i 


. 


m at the State Car itol commenced at 
3 until approxtzately 4:10 p. m. 
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‘Aft: Es pareds, _ twenty delegates designated to 
ccztact Cs: — George o S. Wallzee cHompted to go to his 
otice ct te Cao buildin, They wore Av ed that the 

_ Governor's Cifice was closed ard ks v at ese them oa 
Lerch 25, 1965. Tho celsates pica to rct=rn to sea Governor 
Wallace ca Marca 26, 1885. 


Prior to tc rade, officers af te Lontgomory County 
Serif OA E Fagers on Ravezend sarees Luthor Xing, Jr., 
2 associates wich arose out of a civil ection fad in Dallas 

many Court, 2 , rama. This suit was filed by the 
city ef Cokes c= c=. D YoLaa Bus Las. 
This stort geticz involves 2 olala byt aes 2 Ps 

Laa in tho account ef 99, 750 for the loss sf: —— 338 
sctics cf Cansce sy 3 Cuy of Solma fa £20 S30 t c. 5289, 060 
tor Tas of rovenra cricing from wad pa 08 cs 

ectivitiss. Tue cofensan ants were also enjoined fro C>3 swetin aN 
b=ses and or means to transport poopie in era about Sola, 
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8 Wr has bees received that. a ‘Dr. Robert 
oe ~ Wilken, Liza Senkler, vans Johnson and two unidentified _ 
3 students were attacked by unimoun white persons 


Nontzomery, 1 8 prior to their departure on a 
sain for Washington, D 


3 These persons will be interviewed unon arrival in 
Washinttoa, D. C., for complete details of the attack, Further 
action will be taken in accordance with tre information furnished 
by tke victims. 


co At 2nn. sorteately 3 00 p. m., o Haren 25, 1883, 
Mrs, Viola Liuzzo of Det weit, Michi gaa, V2 3 fatally Sadt in 
- Lowndes County, arprarinately twen 7 tiiles frora Szua, 
Alabama, ca — 80 waile drivirg bar automceniio, à 1963 
Oldsmobile, fror Solna to Montgome.y, Alakama. 


Et tke time the 2 cen, Mrs. L. ZT was 
accompznied by afr. Leroy Jerome Listca, a on- year- old 
Nogro wad resides n Solaa, Alabama. Mrs. Liuzzo is white. 


tir. I. don bed bosa coordinath:> transpoetation in 
Montgomary, Alabame, for eomonstrato:s to retura to Selma. 
Leto in tio eftarnoon, zr. Lloton and irs. Liuzzo picxed up 
Sik PA- to retura to Selma. They droppod off one 
pacces.co> =: Sc Montgomery, Alabama, Airport and then 
.. prococcc= wo Selma where the remaining passengers disembaried. — 
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uncture marks in her arm indicating recent use of a 
" henedermic needle. Dr. Schoffertt bas taken blood samples to 
n wiether any unusual circuragtaaces are present. 


Tae entire facilities of the TEx are fully committed 
to an all-out investigation of this killi::7. 
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Walen cone Ca fur Sl, 1013, aon; wits intoraatoa 
concern t12 bas 2 28. Viol Liao. 
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5 was, now) irre ur) 


8. LEE V. CLARENCE M. -KELL#Y, ET AL. 
. B. &, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 5d 135 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE SCI. 
I. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C. 


D.C. 
ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 N 5 
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_ Unrecorded serial dated 7 3% (Spalted from this file 


under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis 
Smith, Jr., sod sent to National Archives. 


23. -@° ¥ n 


— * 
* 
— —— —— 3 * ° 2 — x 
eae: ae 


a. oe Guu — — — — — — 
* * 
9 


8 .- ase, 


„„ „ e 


5 ies ote — — — ee ee 
. — — 243.2554 
ye id | 
„ i. 
® „ : | 
0 
2 50 e 1 
„ „0 ee” a 


Pieri 


ue ia ver: » * n 9 
oe 5 . 


. - 


ae be Memorandum 


0 Mr. Belmont pate: March 25, 1988 


n : 1 - Mr. Belmont 
FROM x wk pong) 1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
SUBJECT: ‘MARCH FROM SELMA TO | 1 - Mr. McGowan _ A N 


MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA _ 1-Mr. Hines 
‘MARCH 21 25, 1965 1 - Mr. Rowse 


i. ome 
4 


At 11 p. m. of the Montgomery Resident r we 
Agency called and advised that Colonel Al Lingo, Director of the | 
Alabama Highway Safety Patrol advised that the reported ambush 

took place on the highway between Montgomery and Selma, Alabama, 

and a white woman by the name of Viola Liuzzo driving a 1963 blue 

Oldsmobile bearing Michigan license EJ 9177 was allegedly shot. 

He stated a young boy by the name of Leroy Moton was in the automobile 

with Viola Liuzzo. He stated an automobile passed the Liuzzo 

automobile and a shot was fired and hit Viola Liuzzo/ and the car EN. 
went out of control into a field. He stated Leroy oton is reportedly 1 
at the First Baptist Church in Selma at this time. fo: * 2 


2 further advised Inspector Sullivan was going to 
the scene with a squad of Agents and was investigating the matter and 


that he would keep the Bureau advised of all developments. N 
advised he had no further information that he could report conc 


this matter at the present time. W 770 8 4 . 2 
ACTION: & - 


* cm SOAP, « 22 8. — — — 


1. The Department has been advise. 3 MAR 29 165 


r 


2. 8 instructed to advise Inspector Sullivan 
to give this matter continuous preferred attention and to keep the Bureau 
fully advised. 
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Mr. Mohr 

Mr. DeLoach 
_ Mr. Sullivan 
Mr. Belmont 


: March 26, 1965 
BY LIAISON 


Bonorable Marvin Watson 

ecial Assistant to the President 
3 White House 
Washington, D. C. 


A . 4 ° 
Dear Mr. wat fon: Aut bow] % 5 ae 


Enclosed is a memorandum setting forth 
background information immediately available 
concerning Viol z2z0 who was shot and killed 
pear Selma, Alabama, on the night of March 25, 
1965, and her husband Anthony UZZO. 

You way wish to bring this information to the 
attention of the President. 


Fs. 
This 181er ation has also been 
furnished to the Attorney General. 


Sincerely yours, 
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7 Tate, . 1 * 
te 75 een VIOLA UZZO AEA “AND LEROY ‘Gane Bron = — ver 1s 
ö e 4 


* 5 


THAT ON MARCH TWENTYPIVE LAST HE WAS IN MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA AND 
. PARTICIPATED IN MARCH. m LEAVING THIS CITY BETWEEN SIX AND 
SIX THIRTY ru MARCH. TWENTYFIVE IN CHARTERED BUS LOADED WITH 


MARCHERS ON WAY TO DANNTEY AIRPORT HE PERSONALLY OBSERVED | 570 


CORVAIR,. WHITE TOP AND PEACOCK BLUE BOTTOM, OCCUPIED BY o R C 


WHITE MALE, BEARING. ALABAMA. ‘LICENSE a | 
* 5 


6 on on ricer s E or bus. „ STANDING AND. 
OBSERVED A REVOLVER TYPE oun LYING TO RIGHT OF DRIVER. THIS 


- 


dun HAD. ROME BARREL LONGER. ‘THAN USUAL POLICE TYPE REVOLVER 1 ' 
WITH DARK as . OBSERVED DRIVER OF AUTO GLANCED 
ANGRILY AT FEMALE ON Bus AND: ‘MADE UNKNOWN UTTERANCES AND PLACED 


* 4 >. 


nuw ON. REVOLVER ALTHOUGH HRE DID NOT POINT SAME AT BUS. ie 


Bureau : noe 5 5 85 =. Gee /= 


- Teletype Unit 
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| REMAINED ‘ALONG SIDE or ‘BUS FOR. APPROXIMATELY ONE AND nur 


>. 5 


BLOCKS BEFORE TURNING 70 ) RIGHT. ) INCIDENT OCCURRED IN MONTGOMERY 


‘ > 257 of 


— 
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ABOUT FIVE MINUTES BUS. ‘TRAVELING ee FROM ROUTE EIGHTY os 


2 ag 7 ; | er 
WHICH LEADS TO AIRPORT. oe 0, aeons Ce 
12 CERTAIN ABOUT auro TAGS AS HE RECORDED 


IT IN NOTEBOOK ABOUT THREE MINUTES AFTER OBSERVING IT ON REAR . 


* 


OF CORVAIR. CAN IDENTIFY’ AUTO AND DRIVER AND DESCRIBED DRIVER 


4 * * oe 


AS WHITE MALE WITH DARK BROWN HORNRIMMED GLASSES, IVE FIVE 

HEIGHT, MEDIUM TO STOCKY BUILD, ‘LATE TWENTYS EARLY THIRTYS 

WEARING WHITE SHIRT ‘AND: ‘TIE, NO CoAT. OTHERS IN 
„ 


BUS FROM WASHINGTON, "De DISCUSSED INCIDENT AND BELIEVE DRIVER 
OF CORVAIR ANGRY WHEN REALIZING BUS CONTAINED MARCHERS, 5 


— ronnisuz0. ro AS HE IS OF OPINION IT MIGHT BE 
HELPFUL IN SOLVING MURDER or run AFTER SELMA TO MONTGOMERY 
MARCH. se oe = ae : ve 

MOBILE IDENTIFY TAG OWNER: ‘AND HANDLE. 
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nee STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memoranaum 


W ur. et dert March 26, 1965 
15 g f ; - Mr, Mohr 
; | - Mr, DeLoach 
. js Rooks 1 - Mr, Sullivan 
1 * Mr. Belmont 
WN SUBJECTS; 1- Mr, Rosen 
1 ‘VICTIM 1 - Mr. McGowan 
LEROY\JEROME,MOTEN - VICTIM 1 - Mr, Hines 
CIVIL } goes" | 


-feferral from the office of the Attorney General, 
telephonically advised that he had been in 
yesterday, and thought he might have 
some information which might bear on the murder which was 
committed last night in Lowndes County. 


i ‘stated he had been in 
Montgomery, an yesterday in connection with the 2 70 
demonstration at the State Capitol and that an incideit happened 

while he was en route to the airport in Montgomery which he. 

thought might have some bearing on the murder. us oss 


„advised that at 10 a, m, this date he would be at his 


2 — 


. 


das advised that an Agent could contact him at his 
lle at 10 a. m. for full details. 


938 * — 


ACTION 


Washington Field Office has been advised ot the above 
information and instructed to have an Agent contact 
for full details concerning this matter. 


— — 


MAR 20 1965 
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F3I WASH DC 


FBI SELMA ALA 
v 
6:04 /PM CST 3/26/65 URGENT TAT 
DIRECTOR, FSI | 
OM; SAC, MOBILE (SELMA) (44-1245) 


) * * 
CHANGED, _EUGENE | Monte WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON; COLLIE 


LEROY VILKING; GARY THOMAS ROWE, Wel 


Vola TTuzz d, AKA MRS. ANTHONY J. L1UZZ0, LEROY Wrong 
i LA ect: le g — f 
nor on DASH VICTIMS, GR-- Et. 


TITLE CHANGED TO REFLECT NAMES OF SUBJECTS FORMERLY — 


CARRIED AS UNSUBS, 
SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION 
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1 This concerns the four subjects rg Bz gi . re . 
(members of the United Klans of America, — At — “Tals lata 
Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan) who were K — 88 tee Stave 2 
_ arrested by Bureau Agents 3-26-65, charged oa . — —.— ae Pe 

a with conspiracy to intimidate and injure Ya eee — 22 3 

citizens in the free exercise of their SEP PRION = oe sane te 
Constitutional rights in connection with the 
murder of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo on the evening 
of 3-25-65. Mrs. Liuzzo was fatally shot 

as she drove in Lowndes County, Alabama, 
following the conclusion of the march from 
Selma to Montgomery, Alabama. 
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F Gd e SOP 
FBI WASH de 3 Mam 26 1965 
3 * ee oe ee 

F81 BIRNGHAM | | 


S16PM EST DEFERRED 3-26-65 HEP 
IRECTOR AND MOBILE (SELMa) 
OM SIRMINGHAM (44-1236) 6P \ 


2 * 
72888880 EUGENE piece 8 WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON; COLLIE LEROY 
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AIUKINSS GARY THOMAS” ROVE, ‘JR. VIOLA LIUZZ0, AKA MRS. ANTHONY, . 
ae n Righta — pcctisa La 15 
LIuzzo o: LEROY JEROME MOTON. - VICTIMS. sa - ee 
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TITLE CHANGED TO ADD NAMES OF SUBJECTS. 
N E BIRMINGHAM TEL TO SUREAU’ MARCH TWENTYSIXTH. 


o- we sew 


se 3 . 22 
1 wer’ 2 3 3 9 5 
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ARREST OF SUBJECTS: 


AT ELEVEN SIX A. H., MARCH TWENTYSIXTH, BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS 
RECEIVED TO TAKE ALL SUBJECTS INTO CUSTODY. ALL ARRESTS VERE 
MADE 2Y BUREAU AGENTS. SUBJECT THOMAS ARRESTED ELEVEN EIGHT A.M. AT 
LOREWYE’S CAFE, BESSEMER, ALABAMA. SUBJECT WILKINS ARRESTED 
ELEVE SEVEN A.M. IN HIS AUTOMOBILE ON HIGHWAY ELEVEN IN BESSEMER, 
ALABAYA, SUBJECT EATON ARRESTED ELEVEN SIXTEEN A.M. AT HIS 
RESIDFICE, ROUTE SIX, BOX EIGHT SIX SIX, BESSEMER, ALABAMA. 
SUBJECT ROH YAS ALREADY IN CUSTODY OF BUREAU AGENTS WHEN ARREST | 
END PAGE TWO. 
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PAGE ioe, 
INSTRUCTIONS RECEIVED FROM BUREAU AND WAS ACTUALLY EN ROUTE 
SIRMINGHAM TO SELMA WITH SUREAU AGENTS AT THAT TIME. 
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END PASE THREE. 
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ARRAIGNMENT OF SUBJECTS: 


—— SUBJECTS THOMAS, EATON, AND — 


WILKI"S, ALL THREE ARRAIGNED BEFORE U. S. COMMISSIONER LOUISE o. 


8 


rn. 


2 — 


CHARLTON, SIRMINGHAM, APPROXIMATELY ONE THIRTYFIVE P. M., 
MARCH TWENTYSIXTH. ALL THREE WERE REPRESENTED BY ATTORNEY MATT 


END PAGE FOUR 
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PAGE Na. oi a | 
MURPYY, WHO IS ATTORNEY FOR KLAN AND VARIOUS KLAN MEMSERS THIS 
AREA. COMMISSIONER SET HEARING FOR APRIL FIFTEENTH NEXT. BOND 
THESE THREE sus ECTS FIXED FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS EACH. THESE 
SU3JECTS REMANDED TO CUSTODY u. S. MARSHAL, BIRMINGHAM, AND 
COMMITTED JEFFERSON COUNTY JAIL, BIRMINGHAM. 

FOLLOWING RETURN FROM SELMA, ALABANA, SU3JECT ROWE APPEARED 
BEFORE u. s. COMMISSIONER CHARLTON FIVE TWENTYFIVE P. u., 
MARCH TWENTYFIFTH, AT WHICH TIME HEARING SET FOR APRIL FIFTEENTH 
NEXT. SOND FIXED AT FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS, AN ROWE COMMITTED 
JEFFERSON COUNTY JAIL IN CUSTODY u. S. MARSHAL. ROWE ALSO 
REPRESENTED BY ATTORNEY MATT MURPHY. 
SEARCHES OF RESIDENCES AND CARS: 

SEARCH WARRANTS ISSUED BY u. 8. COMMISSIONER LOUISE o. 


CHARLTON MARCH TWENTYSIXTH FOR SEARCHES OF RESIDENCES OF 


SUBJECTS AND tt. Y gS 


END PAGE FIVE. 
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GENERAL INVESTIG: DIVA VavaowuE | y 
Subjects Thomas, Eatr~ Pie ' 1 
released on bond evening 26-68. Bond 


„arranged for subject Wilkins, but he was not 
released, being held on probation violators 
warrant received by U. S. Marshal 3-26-65 
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FBI SELMA ALA, 


S:SOPICST URGENT 3-26-65 MFH TE vb 
| beer 3 | Miss H lune 
TO DIXECTOR | 5 oe 1 
{ MOBILE (SELMA) (44-1245) 
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EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. VIOLA ‘L1UZZ0, AKA. LEROY JERONE HOTON, 


VICTIN3, CR DASH EL. 


_ RE BUTELCONS TO MOBILE (SELMA) TODAY , : 
ALABAMA HIGHWAY PATROL INVESTIGATOR, ADV ISED 
TODAY THAT MOTON IS BEING HELD AS QUOTE MATERIAL WITNESS Be 


— 


UNQUOTE AT THE DALLAS COUNTY JAIL. HE STATED THAT THE oV. 


COMPLAINT HE HAD FROM MNOTON WAS THAT HIS SHOULDER WAS HURTING 
HIM DZ TO THE FACT THAT HE, MOTON, INJURED HIS SHOULDER LAST 


NIGHT AS RESULT OF THE ATUOMOBILE HE WAS RIDING IN LEAVING THE 
ROAD. QM STATED HE HAD REQUESTED THE DALLAS COUNTY JAIL a 
CONTACT A DOCTOR TO HAVE MOTON'S SHOULDER CHECKED. 70 


use THAT HE WAS INFORMED 3Y HIS I SUPERIOR ul 


lef — 2st: \| — 
OF-THE HIGHWAY PATROL INVESTIGATORS, TO 


— — — 


HOLD MOTON AS A QUOTE MATERIAL WITNESS För IN TME. DALLAS 


6 MAR 30 1965 
COUNTY JAIL AND HE KNOYS OF NO FORMAL PAPERS THAT WERE FILED. 


1 queen 
ARTHUR E. GANOLE, IR., CIRCUIT SOLICITOR, LOWNDES COUNTY, 


LA., ADVISED THAT HE F 25 ORAL ah gi ahs o HAVE MOTON 
92 , 


e ads ) e 


N r i + tas * 2 22 
. 3 


“HELD AS A QUOTE MATERIAL WITNESS UNQUOTE. HE STATED THAT SOND 
CAN BE SET FOR MOTON HOWEVER, HE HAD NOT INTERVIEWED HIM AS 
ver ard KE AUTHORIZED MOTON SE HELD AS QUOTE NATERIAL WITNESS 

UNQUCTE UNTIL HE COULD INTERVIEW HIM NEXT DATE. GAMSLE 
STATED Fiat NO FORMAL TYPE PAPERS HAD BEEN FILED IN ORDER TO 
HOLD “OTON HOWEVER THERE ARE STATUTORY PROVISIONS IN THE CODE 
OF ALABAMA TO COVER THIS TYPE SITUATION WHERE A PERSON NEEDS 
10 88 HELD AS A QUOTE MATERIAL WITNESS UNQUOTE. HE DOES NOT 
KNOY TYE DETAILS OF THE STATUTE AT PRESENT AND WILL HAVE TO” 
RESEARCH SAME IN ORDER TO FURNISH IT. GAMBLE ADVISED THAT HE 
WOULD DECIDE AFTER INTERVIEWING MOTON TOMORROW. DECIDE THEN 
WHETHER TO REQUIRE A BOND BE SET ON MOTON-OR TO RELEASE HIM 
FRON cusTODY WITHOUT BOND. 


-SELHA, ADVISED THAT HE HAD ATTENDED LEROY JEROME MOTON AT THE BIC 
DALLAS COUNTY JAIL THIS EVENING. HE STATED THAT MOTOWN WAS 
COMPLAINING OF HIS RIGHT SHOULDER HURTING HIM AND AFTER 


: EXAMINATION QQ DESCOVERED THAT MOTON HAD A PARTIAL 
END PASE TWO 
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DISLOCATION OF THE RIGHT SHOULDER. H srerro THAT MoTON 
ADVISED HIM THAT THIS OCCURRED WHEN HE WAS JARRED AGAINST | | 
THE CASH BOARD OF THE AUTOMOBILE LAST EVENING WHEN IT LEFT . . 
THE ROAD. gsaſd HE SUCCESSFULLY MANIPULATED THE SHOULDER 
SACK INTO SHAPE. GERD svvised THIS vas THE ONLY DISCOMFORT 
THAT MOTON COMPLAINED OF AT THE TIME HE EXAMINED HIM AT THE 
DALLAS COUNTY JAIL. 

JUDGE JAMES HARE, SELMA, ALA., ADVISED THAT PROVISIONS 
FOR HOLDING A MATERIAL WITNESS UNDER BOND IS PROVIDED FOR IN 
SECTION ONE FOUR FIVE, TITLEFIFTEEN, ALASAMA CODE, AND SETS FORTH 
THAT THE BOND LIMIT FOR SUCH MATERIAL WITNESS IS ONE HUNDRED 
DOLLARS. HE SAID THAT SECTION ONE FOUR SIX, TITLE FIFTEEN, 
IS ur FORM USED FOR THE BIND. 
ee 
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1 * Mr. Mohr 
I- Mr. DeLoach 
1 Mr. Sullivan 
1 Mr. Belmont 
1 * Mr. Rosen 


Honorable Marvin Watson | 1- Mr. Malley 
Special Assistant to the President : . 5 McGowan 
The White House " Mr. Hines 
Washington, D. C. Mr. Martindale 


Dear Mr. Watson: 


‘It is suggested that the President may de 
, interested in the attached memorandum which sets forth 
additional details concerning the murder of Mrs. Viola 
S Liuzzo in Lowndes County, Alabama, on March 25, 1965. 


The Attorney General has been advised of 
this information. 


Sincerely yours, 
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March 26, 1965 7 


MURDER OF VIOLA LIUZZO_ 


LOWNDES COUNTY, ALABAMA 
MARCH 25, 1965 


The ens are the most recent developments concerning 
the murder of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo, who was fatally shot as she drove 
in Lowndes County, Alabama, on March 25, 1965. 


A complaint was filed today before the United States 


Commissioner at Birmingham charging Nr ton, Collie 
Thomas Rowe, Jr., 


- Leroy’ Wilkins, Jr., Eugene Thomas and 
— with violating Section ai Title 18, United States Code, In that they 


conspired to intimidate and injure citizens in the free exercise of 
their Consitutional rights. 


Eaton, Wilkins and Thomas were arrested by FBI Agents 
today and taken before the United States Commissioner at Birmingham 
who scheduled a preliminary hearing for Thursday, April 15, 1965, 
and remanded all three subjects to the custody of the United States 
Marshal in lieu of $50,000 bond each. They are confined in the 
Jefferson County Jail in Birmingham. Rowe will be taken before the. 
Commissioner at a later time. 


At the Commissioner's hearing, the subjects were 


se represented by Mat 95 urphy, a Han attorney. ALM. 


All four of those charged in the complaint filed before the 
Commissioner are members of the United Klans of America, Inc., 
yhts of the Ku Klux Klan. | 


— — wa 


A Negro man was with Mrs. Liuzzo and reportedly was sitting close 


iat... to her. 


ca 
—.—— 


* nnn 


Snelosed is a memorandum setting forth additional 
details of the murder of Lira. Viola Liuzzo in Lowndes County, 
Alabama, on ‘arch 25, 1988. 


This information has been furnished to the 
White House. , 


Baclogure 


I- The Deputy Attorney General (Enclosare) 


Aethig Agatatant Attorney Geoces 


a th 7 sat 
MRMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON | | 
IR. BELMONT : 
MR. DE LOACH 
MR, ROSEN 


| The President called and said they want him to talk to the 
e enn 
him; that the man on the White House switchboard list night indicated he 
(the President) would talk to the man when he (the President) woke up. He 
eaid, before he talked to the man, he wanted to be sure I don't have any 
rcason why he shouldn't because our report indicated the man is a Teamster 
man, I told the President I don't say tho man has a bad character but he 
wall known as a Tcamster strongarm man and on the woman's body we 
found numerous novdlo marks indicating ele had been taking dope although 
we can't say that definitely because she is dead. I sald I would be inclined 
to have White or someone like that talk to the husband rathcr than the 
President, The President said ali right, White has already talked to him. 


3 eaid 1 Choughs the ny was in pretty coo. shapo; that as soon . 
as 1 finished talking tc ae | 8 qh 


ee th: we propose to file ths Bate f fod warrant an we {lied 
n the Fenn case in Georgia, { said I would talk to Sullivan and then let 
the Presiient know. He asked me to please do so. 


— advised him of the information and evidence we have; that I i 
wad going to talk to Alabama right away; that if Doar agrees to serving the 
war : ‘we will have them in custody soon; that I would call him and he 
would a statement from the White House. Tho President suggested 
that the Attorney General and I come over to the White House; that maybe 
we coulq; get thero before the astrennuts and let television cover us as we 

re come in; that we don't have to have any appointment, to just call George 
nech and tell him I'm coming over to see the Prosident, then tell the 
oa fittorney General and just got in the car and come on over. S. 5 ie 
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him around eight 
the developments as wo had 
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prescnt. I said the trouble 


and we can’t complete matters 
no, We would have to do it after, — 


I told him they 


in his (the Attorney General's) 


procedure and tell White to t 


make it before the astronats. 
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won, Belmont, DeLoach, March 26, 1905 


I stated the man himself _ 
man had indications of needle 
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ment on television with us 
get there at eleven o'clock 
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ee | General * to ask if I would have typed up the 
actual information, 1 told him I was having it typed up; that eithor he or 
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She The Attorney General returned my call of a few moments ae gn 
. before. IT advised him that I had received a cali from Mr. DeLoach, whom. *:: 
I had sent over to the White House, and that Mr. DeLoach advised the 
President had told him he would like to have us come over to the White ; 
House at once to stand by for the arrests. I stated the arrests had not yet 
nade. 1 I would come around and join him. He said he 
thought he would take along Ramsey Clark since he had been down there. 


around to his office and he sald that was fine. 


Nun 
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Very truly yours, 


ohh 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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This matter cor ens the 
murder of a civil rights wor er by four SRE artes ae FAP RT OATS 
Ku Klux Klansmen between Montgomery et * A — ote 3 see 22. . er 57 ont shite 
and Selma, Alabama, on the night of 7 — Me | 
march 25, 1968. 5 hn — —— 8 
f Funeral services are being e 
held for ‘victim Liuzzo at Detroit on the 
morning of 3/30/65. Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Walter Reuther and other 
officials from the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People and 
Congress of Racial Equality are expected 


Civil Rights Division of the Sith e Ne 2 
Department is be ing advised. : sao Kh " — Age 
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Sir. N., Ne 


‘TELETYPE 
unekur 3-28-63 MMA 


aes 
“MAR 29 1965 4 
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ria S tT ! 
EUGENE 40278 3 ET ALS VIOLA Turo. AKAs LEROY JEROME HOTON = 


0. 1 a — 
VICTIMS. 9 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP corner 2 
JAMES ORANGE, Sete, ORGANIZER SELMA,ALABAMA, ANNOUNCED AT pe 


AN EVENING MASS MEETING AT BROWN’S CHAPEL AME CHURCH, SELMA, 4 iii 


THAT A MEMORTAL SERVICE 4 5 BE HELD IN MEMORY OF MRS. 
„4 46 
VIOLA LIUZ ZO. HIRTY-SIXTYFIVE AT THE SITE OF HER MURDER. 


FIVE HEARSES EACH WILL DEPART FROM SELMA AND BONTSOHERE AA» 


| 


lBOUT ELEVEN FIFTEEN AM AND CONVERGE AT DEATH SCENE. ee 


CASKETS WILL BE PLACED AT SCENE THEN MOVED BACK ro- MAS S 
THEN TRANSPORTED TO THE CAPITOL STEPS, MONTGOMERY ,ALA., AND LEFT 72 
THERE ABOUT TWO THIRTY PM.. WITH A GROUP OF WOMEN DRESSED IN 


‘BLACK "WHO WILL REMAIN UNTIL * . THE CASKETS WILL BE LEFT 


ON THE CAPITOL STEPS. 
ORANGE:WAS ADVISED BY BUAGENTS THAT THE AREA oo ta HE, , * id i 


PLANNED Pe ACTIVITY AT THE CRIME SCENE WAS STILL Reus l 3 


eriuEHI FOR EVIDENCE PERTINENS: TO’ THE HE Bi) MRS 4 5 n 


5 
Uuzzo. HE WAS INFORMED THAT THIS cay VAS RES ED AT aT THIS 


TIME THAT ANY LARGE "GigyGREGATION Ir UNAUTHORIZED PERSONS vou 
SERIOUSLY INTERFERE, WITH" Me INVESTIGATION PROCEEDING IW THIS 


area. HEAPRS : 95 * 


A ty, 
END PAGE ONE a =e 


‘PAGE TWO | — 

_ ORANGE STATED THAT NO EFFORT WOULD BE MADE TO STOP AT THE 
' CRIME SCENE IF IT WAS RESTRICTED. THE MOTORCADE WOULD Pass 
BY AND PROCEED TO MONTGOMERY, Al A., FOR THE BALANCE OF THE 
PROGRAM . a 33 


RESTRICTED IF THEY APPEAR. 
STATE AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES -, SO AND MILITARY AUTHORITIES 


ADVISED SELMA, ALA., AND MONTGOMERY ,ALA., -- 
AGENTS WILL COVER DEMONSTRATIONS. 
DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY ST. JOHN BARRETT ADVISED. 
’ END i a al ada, la deans th 
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UdsU3S: VIOL TTLIUZz zo, AKA MRS. ANTHONY LIUZZO; LEROY 
iy ° 0 ~ oT e. an" 
JEROME MOTON DASH VICTIMS, CR DASH EL. a 
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. AT wochen. MARCH TWENTY SIX INSTANT, DR. PAUL 


SCHOFFERTT, ‘assiptaN STATE TOXICOLOGIST, AUSURN, ALABAMA, 
ere ah! OF AUBURN, = ~COMPLETED AUTOPSY ON VIOLA LIUZZO. 


2˙⁰1w'. . . PT ERN 
“AROUND ENTRY CAUSED BY GLASS AND SLIVERS OF LEAD. PUNCTURE ~ 55 2 
MARKS AS THOUGH NEEDLE RECENTLY USED IN ARM. SCHOFFERTT HAS “9? if 


TAKEN BLOOD SPECIMENS TO DETERMINE IF ANY UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES -° J; 


D 
75 AED Sir. 


PORE Se 


PAGE TWO 


a. schorregrr PERFORMED COMPLETE AUTOPSY AND WILL 
NAKE REPORT AVAILABLE AS SOON AS COMPLETED, BUT NOT TONIGHT. 
WILL START WORK ON BLOOD SAMPLES IN THE A.M. 

END PAGE TWO 
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INTERVIEWS WITH PASSENGERS IN AUTOMOBILE 
OF VICTIM ae 
FOUR INDIVIDUALS WHO WERE PASSENGERS IN THE VEHICLE 

OWNED BY MRS. LIUZZO ON A TRIP FROM MONTGOMERY TO SELMA, ALABAMA | 
ON MARCH TWENTYFIVE LAST WERE INTERVIEWED. THESE PERSONS COULD 
FURNISH NO INFORMATION CONCERNING ANY POSSIBLE THREATS OR SPECIFIC 
ACTIONS DIRECTED AGAINST THE VICTIMS.” EN ROUTE FROM MONTGOMERY TO 
SELMA IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO THE TRIP FROM SELMA TO MONTGOMERY IN 


WHICH THE VICTIM WAS KILLED. NO INCIDENTS OCCURRED WHICH APPEAR 
SIGNIFICANT. - | 2 0 


THOSE INTERVIEWED WERE MRS. BRENTON PAREN CLARISSA PAREN 

BROWN, ONE EIGHT THREE ZERO HILLSIDE ROAD, SOUTHAMPTON, PAs, 

_ LIZABETH STEWART, AGE SIXTEEN, ONE FIVE EIGHT FIVE WINDING ROAD, 
SOUTHAMPTON, PA. 1 CARLA BARD AUSTIN, AGE SIXTEEN, NINE Tuo TWO 
SECOND STREET PIKE, SOUTHAMPTON, pa. ; CLARENCE SMITH, IR., ONE. 

FOUR THREE ZERO EUGENE STREET, SELMA, ALA. 
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j Mr. — a _ bate: March 26, 1965 


l-Mr. Rosen 
l-Mr . Malley 
SUBJECT: UNSUBS; UNIDENTIFIED l-Mr. McGowan 
MEMBERS OF SELMA, ALABAMA, l-Mr. Hines 
V Polck DEPARTMENT, MORNING 70 
MARC H. 26, 1965 
LEROY MOTON - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS : . 2 


Mrs. Jamgeevel telephonically advised at 1:49 a.m, that 

she was a member of Dr. Martin Luther King's staff, Montgomery, Alabama, 
and that she was deeply concerned with the safety of Leroy Moton, a Negro 
male who is being held by the Selma, Alabama, local authorities. 
Mrs, Bevel indicated that she wanted to communicate directly with 
Acting Assistant Attorney General John Doar. Mrs, Bevel was advised 
that his present whereabouts was not known and that she should contact 
him through the Attorney General's Office. 


Inspector Sullivan was advised of the above W 
and indicated that their Agents had just completed interviewing Moton 


and were aware of his locati 


a 


ACTION : 


i 
1 b 25 aU win!” i 


cut MAR 30 1965 


gtd Ee i 


2 —-— f 
„ 
9 9 2 „ 2 
‘ 0 9 0 „ ° 6 
„ 


FROM 


Smee... 


SUBJECT: 


yin 


(5 ar 
(kin 


„ DATE: 3-27-65 * 
Tevel 


Trotter 


ape 5 : J 85 8 5 0 | 
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3 1-Mr. Rosen — — 
1 l- Mr. Malley — 
A THOMAS, ET AL. l ~- Mr. Shroder | | 


| VIOLA 220; „ l- Mr. Huppert 


-LEROY JEROME MOTON - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS 


At 8:40 a.m., 3-27-65, Mr. St. John Barrett of 
the Department called and advised that the Attorney General 
wants the Bureau to obtain background information concerning 
Arthur Camble, Circuit Solicitor, Lowndes County, Alabama. 
Barrett explained that Gamble is the individual who will probably 
handle the prosecution of subjects for the murder of Mrs. Liuzzo. 


Mr. Barrett wants to know what kind of prosecutor 
Gamble is; whether or not he is or has been affiliated with organizations 
such as Klan groups; and any information concerning his background which 


might indicate what kind of a job he will do in the prosecution of subjects. 
Barrett requested that he be furnished this information today. 


ACTION 


At 8:55 a.m., Special deen X. 
Mobile, was telephonically instructed to furnish all available 


information in conformance with the above request in teletype form ty 
by 12 noon today. ) 
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$ MURDER OF VIOLA LIUZZO THREE TWENTYFIVE SIXTYFIVE; NI. 
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12g schr I MOTON DASH VICTIMS; CIVIL RIGHTS DASH ELECTION ay ta | 
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REDEAIRTEL THREE TWENTYSEVEN SIXTYFIVE. 

GOVERNOR GEORGE ROMNEY OF MICHIGAN HAS PROCLAIMED MONDAY 
TUESDAY AS. DAYS OF MOURNING FOR MRS. VIOLA LIUZz o. 
REV. MARTIN, LUTHER KING HAS TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED THE r 
ux WILL ARRIVE IN DETROIT ON SUNDAY MARCH TWENTYEIGHT, Ey =F Heft 30 g 

O' SRIEM, r e ASSISTANT TO TEANSTER pres lo Janis: 
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5 OTHERS ARE 3 EI Ne PLANNED FOR WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY 
Ketionel dee KEM, 1 fhe . -e ele Peg 

AND ;ELSEWHERE , THE NAACP HAS SCHEDULED A MEMORIAL SERVICE For 

SEVEN eu, MONDAY. ANOTHER SPONSORED BY THE MICHIGAN CITIZENS 


COUNCIL IS SCHEDULED FOR on ON TUESDAY. ‘THE FUNERAL WILL 


8E TUESDAY MORNI NS. 


Local AGENCIES ADVISED. we te? /. / 
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11 Rubjects” O 
"UNSUBS$ MURDER OF | VIOLA LIUZZO, MARCH TWENTYFIVE LAST3 


— | 


LEROY JERONE MOTON DASH VICTIMS; CIVIL RIGHTS DASH ELECTION LAWS. 


LETTERDEAD MEMORANDUM 
REDETROIT AIRTEL WITH LHM MARCH TWENTYSEVEN, LST. 


FUNERAL SERVICES FOR VICTIM LIUZZO SCEDULED TO BE 


HELD DETROIT AM MARCH THIRTY, NEXT. Qi oe 4) D 


ADVISED TODAY THAT REVEREND MARTIN LUTHER KING, PRESIDENT 

Rssociation for * Advancement of Colored People 
WALTER REUTHER UAW-C1O AND OTHER OFFICIALS FROM THE NAACP / 
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cee: c er FACIAL EEIVALITY 


AND CORE EXPECTED TO ATTEND FUNERAL SERVICES FOR VICTIM 
LET TERWEAD MEMORAARYM 

AT DETROIT TOMORROW. Tu Fol Lots. 
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This concerns further ormation 
relative to statements made by Sheriff 
James Clark to the press about the 
murder of Viola Liuzzo, by four Klan 

2 on 3/25/65. 


Ciark' 8 reference to Department 

driving King to Selma refers to the 

incident where former Department 1 
Welten Henderson drove King to Selma in 

a car rented by Department. Department 
first issued a denial and when Henderson Tan N 
later admitted the incident, Department Shh C753: 9 7 5 
had to admit to the truth of the incident. : 5 “is . Bede PA vs 
Henderson submitted his resignation. 2 pag meager 8 7 » N Ae 
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GARY THOMA Bon JR. : VIOLA LIUZZ9, AKA DASH VICTIM: 


Cu RIENTS - ELLGFOMW thus 
LER OY JEROM MOTON DASH VICTIM Gt - =. 
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l CRIME RECORDS. 


a Pee 
aA- — 7 
ILD LNG As / — ; 
5 un 30 TRS 


eee, 4° : | | 
5 HE Nas SEEN CALLED 4 — 0 8 y 


Tub PAS 3E bt. 986 ry pee 
64 AT 8 40565 2 A 3 WZ b.. | 


anes 9 AN Peers we “ar 


R 7 n . 2. . 


— 


— 


. 
— cent tll a — — SESS „ — — a — — — — * 3 — 


„ 

| QUOTE” LIAR Kue-aegre PEFORE 8Y THE JUSTICE DEPT WHEN HE 
O3SERVFD MARTIN LUTHER KING IN A JUSTICE DEPT RENTED CAR IN 
OCTO3E%, NINETEEN SIXTYTHREE. AT THAT TIME CLARK STATED THAT 
HE HAD MADE A PRESS RELEASE RELATIVE TO THE JUSTICE DEPT 
DRIVI"'3 KIS TO srl AND THE DEPT HAD CALLED HIM A S5 
"LIAR ENB-QUOTE AT THAT TIME; HOWEVER, HE HAD süss Aux 


PROVED THE ALLEGATION AND THE JUSTICE DEPT daD TO Ss EAT 
SRY EMD- QUOTE. | 
| ABD svised mar uf wad PHOKED THE STORY INTO HIS 
| OFFISE HOWEVER IT WAS LATE MARCH TWENTY SEVEN LAST AND 4E 


| DWS3TED IF IT WOULD MAKE ANY OF THE REUSPAPERG, WOVEVER, 
MF QELIEVED IT WOULD PROBABLY SE RELEASED IN 2ADIO S3R9AD- 
1 CASTS N TELEVISION 3ROADCASTS TODAY. 
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l-Mr. Mohr 
Ce Re, ee : Ir. DeLoach 
* * 1 2 Attorney General 
e 5 „ 5 1 
Birector, 11 2 ‘Ley. 
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melee ioe ‘eile eetting forth a contact 
by. Governor C. Vallace of the State of Alabana 
with a representative of this Cureau on Harch 26, 15965, 
with regard to the fatal shooting of Irs. Vicla Liuzzo 
. da Lowndes County, Alabama, on Varch 25, 1995. 


The contact of Governor Wallace mentioned in 
. enclosed mnemornndim was referred to i. St. Jom Barrett 


of the Civil Richte Division on the night of Arch 26, 
1965, for consideration. 


4 mis information has been furnished to tho White 
Uso, 


Eaclosure 
2 ~ The, Deputy Attorney General wann 


1 = Br. John Boar (Suclocvre) 
Acting 4esistant Attorncy General 
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Genes of Origin 

MOBILE 


d wad Char rit-u 
Beg nous, ETAL 

IUZZO, "aka, ETAL - Vie tims 
CR, EL 


3-26-65 Search of residence of F. 0. EATON, 
Route 6, Box &66, Bessemer, Ala 
Location of Propesty. or Bully Sabibis Ratsse ter Retsation of Propary end Eiforts Weds to Diepese of Sane 


Gun Vault Evidence 
Docarigtion of Pooper oe Satlbis cad Weathy of Ages Getmitting Sue 


Date Property Acquired 25 From Which Property Acquired . 


1. 3 boxes Federal . 22 long rifle Hi-Power rinfire ctgs. 
2. 2 box Hi-Power rimfire ctgs. 3 
4. 1 box Canuck .22 long rifle —" * ctgs. 
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3/30/65 _| 


1 5 RLLTAK ORVILLE EATON: 
COLLIE LEROY WILKINS; 
GARY THOMAS <ROWE, IR.; 
VIOLA GREGG*LIUZZO, aka 
Mrs, Anthony Liuzzo; 

-- LEROY JEROME — = ‘VICTIMS “+- 15 
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| The title-is marked *Changed" to show the middle name 
of victim LIUZZO. 


REFERENCES: ‘Mobile teletypes: to Bureau, 3/26 — 297865; 
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, Bureau beri th to. Birmingham and Mobile, 3/29/65. 
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will obtain the autopsy report. 
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1 - USA, Montgomery, Ala. , 
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„ 111 continue investigation concerning activities 
the aren Codey, Au. Ee | 

: hie eee BEE ay. 
4 . 1111 interview -B. J. tuen. state ider, 
N regarding chain of evidence in turning over the bullet from 
* the vict in's. car tothe State 5 eae oe 
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ADMINISTRATIVE — 
1 11 Wee e herein were advised that 
this investigation was being conducted at the specific 
request of ‘Acting Assistant Attorney.General JOHN DOAR, 
Civil teas i, e 9 8. Department of Justice. 


Lo copies ‘are not being ‘disseminated to Departmental 
, Attorney or UsSAs until so advised by the Bureau. 


Photographs of the ‘victim have been forwarded to 
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1. 1 
» Montgomery, Alabama 
_ Departmental „ 
„ Montgomery » Alabama. 


4 SA — C 
Dates 3/30/65 ö . 


Ss 
Field Office Pile „ MO 4412438 


m. Bd THOMAS; 3 
at WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON; | 
ie COLLIE LEROY WILKINS; 
GARY THOMAS ROWE, M.; 
"te VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO - VICTIM 
Geen LEROY JEROME MOTON - VICTIM 


CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION Lays 
on 3/19/65, victin LIUZZO appeared at Selma, W and 


was closely associated with the civil rights activities relating 3 
to the * from Selma to Montgonery, Ala. cA 


ee 


Her vehicle, a 1963 sieht biue Oldsmobile alia Mich. 
License EJ9177 was being utilized at Selma and during the saree as 
a transportation vehicle for civil rights workers. ee 


e Ul the Namur vine et about- -yhotine * 
; o and 10ron were enroute from Selma to Montgéntry;Ala.;; to = —~ 
Pick up another load of passengers to return them to Selma following . 
ere. & vehicle later determined to be a 1962 Chevrolet Impala 
riven by subject THOMAS’ and occupied other three subjects, 
pulled alongside the LIUZZ@ vehicle and fired several shots from a 
38 in revolver and a 22 caliber weapon into the LIUZZO vehicle. 


As a result of this action Mrs. LIUZZO was killed. The 
auto she was driving, her 1963 Oldsmobile, ran off the road and 

_ victim MOTON succeeded in stopping the vehicle by turning off the 

ee and Placing foot on brake. 


2 . 
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: ‘The shooting was 1 to the FBI shortly after 9:30 p.m. 
“CST, night of 3/25/65. Investigation immediately instituted, crime 
scene n, witness. daterviowed, and vehicle examined. 


3 wes Independently ‘Als. state Troopers were notified by an + 
| , unideatizied == driver‘ th 8 he — —— Abe off.’ Se 
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N L iy a east. ‘as Troopers 3 at scene minutes after this report, * 


> Observed LIUZZO oppeored to have been shot, ond secured the scene. State 
authorities performed — Joint . 
examination of vehicle and crime scene performed by state authorities and 


F580 * ner 


On 3/26/65, this case was discussed with Acting Assistant 


Nichia sisal JOHN DOAR, at Montgomery, Ala., who authorized 
the filing of a complaint charging ail subjects with violation of Title 18, 
on same date filed a com= 


Section 24, U. 5. Code. SA | 
plaint against all subjects before USC N. GUITERY at Montgomery 
and warrant was issued for the arrest of all subjects. 


*-@-ee w 


san han 8. Govemer GEORGE c. WALLACE | hes Seeed FBI full 
3 * state authorities in the investigation and advises that tho 
State of Alabama is interested in pursuing any state criminal action that 


| — ake * the investigation. 
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* did’ ** civil. rights demonstrators conducted a march from Selma, 


““".. Alabama, to Montgomery, Alabama, March 21-25, 1965. The purpose of the 
-.. mapeh was to dramatize voting registration restrictions in Alabama — 
5 and to present to Governor GEORGE C. WALLACE a petition of grievances. 
‘The march was led by Dr. MARTIN LWWTHER KING. It culminated in front 
af the State Capitol, Montgomery, Alabama, March 25, 1965, with som 
12, 000 demonstrators attending the ceremonies. The ceremonies 
In front of the State Capitol commenced at approximately 1:35 FM 
and lasted until approximately 4:10 NM, March 25, 1965. The 
crowd dispersed generally at the conclusion in all directions at 
request of Rev. RALPH ABERNATHY, Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCIC), who served as master of ceremonies. From 
: ovservation there appeared no organized plan for the dispersal of 
tds marchers and those from Selma, Alabama, were returning to Selma 
i — carrier, trucks, and — automobiles. 


es At Montgomery, Alabama, on March 21, 1965, IRA DE MENT, 
1 for the City of Montgomery, telephonically advised the 
Montgomery Resident Agency of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
. . hat a request was received by the Montgomery City Commission addressed 
de the Board of Commissioners by Parade Director BOBBY SHELTON oe ie ealek ie 4 
“5 signed by. . M. VANN, dated March 20, 1965, and represented the 
Knights of the Klux Klan of America, Inc. Mr. DE MENT believed 
that the Nu vas probably an error of omission. The reason for the 
BE rye listed as to protest the order issued by FRANK JOHNSON 
struck through and Federal Court written above) allowing 5 day 
demonstration march from Selma, Alabama, to Montgomery, Alabama”. 
DE-MEND afvised the City Commission had on March 21, 1965, issued a 
permit alloving a parade beginning at 2 FM, March 21, 1965, in the 
1200 block of Madison Avenue, Montgomery, Alabama, proceeding vest 
i. on Medison Avenus to Madison and Bainbridge Streets, south on 
— Bainbridge to Bainbridge and Dexter, vest on Dexter to Court Square. 
"The return route would be the same. were ordered to conduct 


11 —— SHELTON, Imperial Wizard, 

United Klans of America, in car number one, and BOB CREEL, Grand 
Dragon of Alabama, in car number two, consisting of some 240 
people in 83 cars decorated with confederate flags departed 
Patterson Field, Madison Avenue, Montgomery, 2:40 PM, March 21, 1965. 
Bureau Agents observed this motorcade. Most of the cars vere 
 @ecupied by family groups, well dressed. A few old cars vere 
. oecupied by men dressed in overalls, lead cars vere observed 

. Carrying signs such as "Voting rights - yes; Special attention - 

11 Be n - Join the Klan", ani “KKK forever”. 
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' The motorcade rather than disbanding at the Court Square 


a in Mont gome ry, Alabama, continued on past the Court Square and 


to the city limits of Prattville, Alabama, where the 

occupants of the cars took the confederate flags off the cars and 

| Gisbanded completely going away in different directions. No speech 
making was made at the disbanding spot. The entire group vas 
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on ͤ March A, 1965, at approximately 12:30 M, a number of automobiles 
were observed being parked in the parking lot of Crampton Bowl, Montgomery, Alabama. 
The automobiles were parked in lines facing Madison Avenue and persons arriving 
in these vehicles were observed placing confederate flags on these automobiles. 
ROBERT SHELTON, Imperial Wizard, United ans of America, Inc., Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan, was observed standing in front of the parked automobiles 


‘talking to other people. Several cars were observed bearing signs with the 


‘Glogan, “BE A MAN JOIN THE KLAN", | : 


ee 1 


1 5 a | 5 7 ae. . 

a J. B. STONER, an attorney who resides near Atlanta, Ceorgia, was 
coserved in Crampton’ Bowl with his 1960 Oldsmobile, bearing 1964 Georgia 
license mumber 248697, parked with the other vehicles. STONER's automobile 


had a large confederate flag flying from the radio antenna, located on the 
right side of this vehicle near the front. 


At approximately 2:50 FM, the vehicles left Crampton Bowl parking 
lot forming a motorcade and proceeded through the city of Montgomery and 
out of Montgomery on U. 8. Highway 31 where the motorcade pulled over to 


—— 


os The following license plate numbers vere observed parked in the 
Crampton Bowl parking lot or in the motorcade: 
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The geiler vehicle 110080 numbers were 
eae on automobiles which assembled at the Crampton 
| - Bowl Parking Lot on the afternoon of March 21, 1965: 


85 > Make of Car Year Woe Car Description 305 Alsbema yas No. except 


7 Ww. *. * 80 
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' Chevrolet » "1960 Impala, blue with Not known 
ce ode white male : 


2 


se > aus 


chewrelet 9 85 a : Impala, black in Not known 
„„ color 


Se? 


e 

E ent iss +  @rand Prix, two. 

ae „ ; door hardtop, . 
antenna 


(Shelton) 


Inpala, hate 
Fury, blue, t] o Not knom | 
white males 


Fury, two-tone 
blue “and white — 
Impala, gray — 


two white males 


Blue, four door 
Black 


ae. of ger Tear No, Car Description 65 Ala Tag No. 


° 
L 


“Ford Mustang 1965 Blue color Gm « 


Chevrolet : — one ton pick-up A 
. .... „druck, one male, 
— — e one female, 


one child 


areen color, — 
fo white 
males, : 


Cit izens Band 
rad 10 


8 over 
beige’ : 


4 part , white 


set color" 4/46 


Plymouth = . 0 5 rar, blue color 
Pontiac . * ee Gold, “Q-door 


Black and white 
2-door 


2-door blue  - Alabama tag 
6 or 7 white not known 
males 3 


"Mate color 
15 2 * @reen —— 
l Druek 


pes ae 


4 c= es 


F 


ae ia 3 eee e — 
Tite ae, Ae 2 7 ee 7 e N ecmmenne 
r es 
9 * Bie 1 


“« 
5 Ss 


4 2 eee 
, we 4 
fae = 

8 apo 


2 here: * e . 7 5 
oe eae FS 


1 Satin 4 


2 


- 
» 


* 
N 5 8 Fa 1 2 — . N e 
ps © 1 2 e 5 * 23 Ste , 4 
‘ : 2 ; 2 
6 * . 2 * *. Re par 
Ä ns * * Pe 
ce 0 0 4 *. ae J 


oy Se Sei 
7 . 
— 
~ 
. 


. 24 


> * 
* 8 9 7 


Year Noe Mo. “gar r Description 1965 Ala.Tag No. 
Feast 632.3235 noted) 


. ie,  @reen 3 four — 
a, a i white males 


“Pwo-tone green „ 


and white, two 
. white males 


„ Falcon 1960 or 1 Red sedan . | ‘pe 
„ ee = ge, 1961 , = N „ . et 7 
chevrolet „ Olive green a.. 


color 


cS. Bulek: 1962 Metallic tan 


1957 Beige and white V 
Buick 17962 Hardtop Viideat, 
a „„ dlua with black : 
5 top, one white 


VVV male and one white 
„ i ä _ female 


, ee 2 — — * 1 s 
22 327, rh * oC fe 1 re 
Bes 7s? 


eee “+1956 aa ate Station wagon, 1 
%%%; ee mite 
5 Chevrolet. . 1963 Bel Air, white (Qa 


male, female and 
some children 


Black with two 
‘White, four-door, GB 


with four white. 
„nales 


“Hardtop, nn 
white color 


Two door 


, ae 
* 


* 
— 


„ # 


9 „ . Jou ie: 
Ae te 74 4 
A 


ants 4 8. “fas 


2 
* 2 „. 


e of car “Year No. ‘ “Car Description 
1962 or Brom and tan 
1963 1 5 


* — 
9 * 


Pick-up, two 
‘ white males. 


erden four-door, W 
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7 3 Mies FRANCES A 1370 ae e den W 5 
, 3 furnished the fallowing information: : ) 


“NEP ge first met Mrs. VIOLA L102Z0 of detroit, W ws 
Friday, March 19, 1965. A boy brought Mrs. IL. o from the Brown Chapel 
- AMB Church to the residence of Mise MSc and her mother and advined 
. the JACKSONes that Mrs. L1UZZ0 was assigned to live in their apartment 
ao the week of the civil —— demonstration march from — 


be Montgomery, Alabama. 


pe el 1 yee, 220 3 Friday Seturday and Sunday . at. 
ma JACKSON residence. She left Sunday mornirs ani marched with the 
- marchers from Selma, Alabama, toward Moatgomery, Alabama, returning . 
. ee same Sunday evening, March A, 1955. 


5 e LIUESO remained o& the JACKSON howe an’ in the ares 
unt {1 Wednesday morning between 6:30 and 7:00 AM, March 24, 1965. At 
this time she departed -from the JACEE apartnent to join the marchers 
. near Montgomery, Alabama. This was the last time that Mtss- JACKSON 
„ saw Mrs. LIVZZO. ee ee : 
„„ | 7 ‘mien 
During her residence in tte apartment, Mrs. LIUVZZ0 advised 


Misa JACKSON that she had been working with colored people in Detroit, 
„ and that she had come to Selma, Alabama, to participate in the 


ivil rights march from . to Montgomery, Alabama. 


J 
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35 Miss JACKSON advised that Mes. LIUZZO had deen alone when 
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r oa ber — re Michigan, to 
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— II. LIE LEE JACKSON, Apartment. 137 C, Georse 
a Washington Carver Apartments, advised that she is manager 

of Snith's Cafe, 1811 Griffin Street, and works every day 
tro = 0O a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 


1 Sue stated that she has resided in Selma, 

. Alehouse, during the past twelve years and during the past 
two months has been helping with preparation of food 
served to the demonstrators at Brown's Chapel on Sylvan 
Street. She stated that she is not a member of any 

organization, however, has been helping with the food and 
also making. her apartment available for sleeping quarters 

tor some of the people coming to Selma who are involve 

_ with * racial demonstrations, | 


„ She stated that when sho returned home on 
Friday, March 19, 1965, she found that a Mrs. LIUZZO, -- 
whom she knows better as "VI," had moved into her apartment, 
een ne been sent there by someone who was in charge of . 
istering the arriving demonstrators and furnishing them 
ith places ta.atay. She stated that she believes Mrs. 
210220 had arrived in Selma sometime during the morning of 
.. March 19, 1965, from Detroit, Michigan. She stated Mrs. 
LIUZZO was traveling alone and, to her knowledge, never 
22 Lend. * an other person while ‘around Selma. 


— - She stated that also ig bay in her apartment. 
| af were four white women, identified as follows: 


. » kTS- Last name unknown, from California, who 
stayed: until March 21, 1965, at which time she went on 
the march to Montgomery. 


6° 


ak 3 A white woman, name W who departed Saturdax 
morning, March 20, 1965, and she did not know where this - _- 

~~. Woman came from or went to; however, her luggage is still ä 
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a white woman, famed JOAN, last name We from. | 
scons in: who departed the apartment on — March nie 
1963. enroute to Montgomery. 


. 


, par- last me unknown, who pean per from’ Boston 
on March 20, 1965 ». and who lett on March 21. 1965. 


e Mrs, JACKSON stated that ‘mare were also two Negro 
girls, SHIRLEY last name unknown and DEAN last name unknown, — 
who came together from Boston, Massachusetts, on Friday, 
March 19, 1965, and departed Sunday evening, March 21, 1965, 
at. — sett wd 9:00 p. n. enroute back to Boston. 


* ee FhANCES 
‘gacxsom,’ age 17, stayed at the apartment during the day- 
time hours and has told Mrs. JACKSON that Mrs. LIUZZO 
stayed around the apartment all day every day either sleeping 
or playing with FRANCES! baby, except for an hour or so , 
each _ when rs. LIUZZO went to Brown's Chapel. 


4 
ee „ 


. JACKSON stated that she was home every 
evening during this period and Mrs. LiUZZO stayed in the 
apartment every evening with the exception of about an hour 
‘or less each evening when she left the apartment saying 
she was ~~. to Brown's Chapel. . 


urs. JACKSON said she had numerous conversations 

with a LIUZZO and found her to be a person who likes 

everyone she meets and after a while, you had the feeling 
vou had nom her a long tine. She said during her conver=- ~~ 
gations Mrs. LIUZZO never mentioned anything to her | 
indicating that she had been molested or involved in any 
trouble while in Seima. Mrs. LIUZZO appeared to be in 

good health and the only medication she knows of was on 

Sunday, March 21, 1965, when Mrs. LIUZZO took an aspirin. 

‘She said Mrs. LIUZZO told her that her husband did not want 
her to go to Selma, Alabama, however, if she really believed 

in the march from Selma to 1 tor her to go on 

down to ‘Selma. 
. Mrs. JACKSON ‘gaia to her knowledge, Mrs. LIUZZO, 

‘when she left the apartment, was always alone and that she 
State most of her meals *. the. apartment. : | 
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By communication of March 26, 1965, the Detroit 
Office advised that records of the Michigan Secretary 
of State Office, Lansing, Michigan, indicated a 1963 
Oldsmobile Coupe, 1965 Michigan license EJ9177, was 
registered to ANTHONY J. LIUZZO, 19375 Marloe, Detroit, 
Michigan, Vehicle Registration No. 6326M60486, A 
Michigan Operators License, No. L200-847-015-283, was 
issued on April 16, 1963, to VIOLA LIUZZO, born April 
ll, 19253 address 19375 Marloe, Detroit, Michigan; 
Gescribed as a female, blonde hair, gray eyes, 5 feet 
21 inches tall, weighing 127 pounds. 


The Detroit, Michigan, Police Department files 
revealed that VIOLA LIUZZO of 19375 Marloe, Detroit, 
Michigan, born April 11, 1925, at California, Pennsylvania, 
was arrested on June 16, 1964, for "failing to send 


children to school“; no disposition was shown. 


The 1964 Detroit Directory revealed that 
ANTHONY J. LIUZZO, wife VIOLA, resided at 19375 Marloe. 
Street, and that he was employed as Business Agent for 
the Teamsters of Detrcit, Michigan. 
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>. ~ i, aes 4 me reeds N oH” ’ 53 85 . 6 ＋. 3 85 
880 5 ae 2 gies, cues ‘ie: 15 adiress 2870 25th Court. north, 


e r 
D Furnished She following inforastion. 3 


S „% ee n Alabena, 
„F, 1965, he had made 
an announcement at Brown Chapel AME Church concerning transportation 
foe persons on the march. ‘Be believed this announcement was mate — 
‘om Tuesday, March 23, 1965. He requested that perscns who had automobiles 
ee eee Hees 


Sa ‘ 9 0 95. 


>, 
22 


. 3 2. 
e's ~ Be 


255 7885 % „% 
part teered the wee of her autamdile for transporting civil 
richte narcbers on the march was Mrs. VICIA LIU2ZZ0 of Detroit, Michigan. 
= Reve u advised that this was the cam: iniiviiual who hai later 


d IA on Thursday night, March 25, 19€5, near elma, Alabama. 


Revs CRANGE efvised that to the test of his recollection 
im hs held any conversation with Mrs. LIUZZ0 
ms was in Selaa, Alabama. 
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ies LORETTA MITCHELL, 533 ce: 8 Carver Homey 
555 Sim, * furnished the following information: 8 
Ser iw as wee Ry ‘to | 
. witha oe We, MITCHELL aftvised that she hai been ‘acquainted vith 
ae Wats, YUMA LIWEEO aly thewugh having S55 SO exe Gan recalled thet r. 
Carver Homes ares during the past week. She recalled that Mrs. . 
topped end talked to her a few minutes on the street. Their 
| a discussion abaut the rainy weather. 
She 444 not know at this time this white woman's name but was later 
- qfvised that this person was the voman who had teen tilled on the 
3 on the night of hre S, 1965. 


f | Mees: MITCHELY, stated that this conversation which she had 
deli this conversation | vas he la on Wednesday, March 24, 1965. 
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3 ae WASHBURN, hone 3 Atlante, Georgia, 

was interviewed at 106 George Washingt Carver ones, Selma, _ 
* Alabama. Mrs... WASHBURM refused to give her hems address and 
stated as the reason for her refusal, her fear of retribution by 
the White Citizens Council * the Real She furnished the following 
I f . 7 


— 1 she dad on one occasion during 
„ 1965, had lunch with a woman who 
introduced herself as Mrs. VIOIA LIUZZ0 fre Detroit, Michigan. 

- This lunch vas held at Brown Chapel AME Church, Selma, — n 
— the civil rights marchers were being fed meals. 
Turing this conversation with Mrs. LIUZZO, Mrs. LIUZZ0 told 
„ Ern. MASH "I had to came because of brutality in Selma, Alabama. — 
T don't see how anybody could keep frum ceming”. Mrs. LIUZZO 
' indicated she had com to Selma, Alabama, for the specific purposes 
* of participating in the civil rights demcnstration march from Selma, 
1 ee to Montgomery, Alabama. : U 
Mrs. L220 also advised Mea. WAST “she sent a check 
here to buy food or somthing for thee people”. a: noe Shee 
saked what the demonstrators needed mose, rool cr ny. 

After this questior by Mes. NZ, Mrs. WASHBURN 
searched for a person in charss ani discus3-i this question with 
some minister whose nape she can not pe-. ‘This ninister told her 
that either food or money would be acceptable. Mos. WASHBURN 
n this information to *. LIZZ. 5 


— Mrs. LIUZZO asked Mrsy-WASEFURY Ware abe vas from an 
3 WASHBURN advised her she was from Atlanta, Ceorgia. Mrs. 

’ WASHBURN stated that she told Mrs. LIJ220 to te careful while in 
Selma, Alabama, because she knew from personal experience that a 
lot of innocent persous in the south had been killed. She 
e 
men danger as the men. : 


Mra. WASHBURN said she told Mrs. LIUZZO that this vas a 
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waract, 5625 Thompece Mi22 Road; Decatur, — 


100 George Mesh ington Carver Homs, Selma, 
* information. : 


0 — 
9 ** 


. 
e 
* 


2 ee 


i AMS Church, Selma, Alabama. 
recalled, but del ie ved to be 
weed herself to Mra. Is 
stated that she was Mca. VIOIA LIUZZ0 
es. LIVZZ asked Mrs. LAWSON to ride with 
9 to Montgomery, Alabana, to take scum persons 
day‘s march on that city. This was to be 
the civil righte march made fro Selma to Montgomry, 
5 SON told Mra. LIVZZ that che could not ride with her 
as she intended to drive her om — in order that more —_— 
| would do e as needed. ä 
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5 3 stated that to the best of her recollection this 
aes vas the scaly tims she had N with Mrs. VIOLA LIUZZ0. 
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.” INTERVIEWS _OF PASSENGERS IN CAR OF VIOLA LIUZZO 
* * 4 * ee * 12 ° 


Harck : 


fo e M mentor 4 (CLARISSA BROWN, 1890 Hillside Rood, Southampton, 
. — furnished the vollowing informations 3 


2 6 42 ae stated she endes the civil rights rally near the Capitol Building 
1 8 Alabama, on March 25, 1768. She left this area approximately 5:30 p. m., 
“and rode in a car belonging to Mrs. VIOLA LIUZZO of Detroit, Michigan, to the 
Municipal Airport at Montgomery, Alabama. The car was driven by a colored male by 
the name of LEROY MOTON from the area near the Capitol to the city of 5t. Jude 
. _ located on Highway 80 West of Montgomery, Alabama. At the city of St. Jude they let 
a colored man out of the car and Mrs. LIUZZO entered the cor at this place. Mrs. 
„ LIUZZO then drove her cor from the city of St. Jude to the Municipal Airport where a 
man by the name of BART COOPERSMITH left the vehicle to catch a plane. When they 
loft the Municipal Airport ct Montgomery, Alabama, Mrs. BROWN wes seated-in the - 
gear seaton the left side immediately behind the driver, Mrs. LIUZZO . In the center of 
the back sect, next to Mrs. BROWN, wes LIZ STEWART, white female, age 16. On the 
| right-of the reor seat was seated CA AU, white female, age 16. 
— 2 oF „„ . A young Negro mole from Selma, Alabama, by the ncme of CLARENCE 
Ls STH, was seated in the-center of the fron sen and LEROY MOTON was seated in the 
"+ 7 ie * _ of the front seat. 
eee -* ** Some place between Montgomery and Selma, Alabama, Mrs. LIUZ 20 
* ‘stepped and 8 . C0 worth of gasoline. Mrs. BROWN advised that she vie 
„ vecall where this gasoline was purchased as o geographic location; nor could she recall 
ae the trend of . sold at this service station. ) 


* 0 * 


hy . Se before driving away * the area of the capitol in Mon 
af sii a 3 jeep driven by white military police with a colored military * ceman 
1 ae o passenger in the front seat, stopped the cor and asked LEROY MO TON what * 

‘ef — ied were from. LEROY answered that he did not know. . 


. * Sometime after they ro away from the airport in nn... Alabama, 5 a 
| the « exact location not known, a car approached sing LIUZZO's posi from the rr. 
2. —the cor turned its Hig his on his beam e d lef an 
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ploy at the same game." She slowed down and shortly thereafter the car behind 

" passed them at a high rote of speed. Mrs; BROWN stated she had no idea concerning 
the make or model of the 3 which passed them. She could furnish no Informa- 
tion concerning the license displayed on this vehicle. She advised that it was dark 
at this time; however, it was her impression that this vehicle was a buff color. 


| Sometime after the Incident occurred, as they were proceeding on he 
"way to Selma, a car approached the vehicle from the rear and pulled up alongside 
Mes. LIUZZO's automotile. The car ahead of their vehicle had slowed down and it 
was her impression that the car alongside had “boxed them in." Mrs. LIUZZO had 
slammed on the brakes and slowed the vehicle down. Mrs. BROWN described the 
_ vehicle which had pulled alongside them as also buff in color and a two-door model. 
She stated she had no idea as to the make of this vehicle or any other description 
concerning it. 


To the best of Mer PROWN': knowledge, the drivers of neither of 
the two vehicles described above Had stated any words or mode any remarks to the 
occupants of her car; nor did they make cny attempt to stop Mrs. LIUZZO's vehicle. 


A short time later, the vehicle in which M. N OWN wos riding 
passed a cor with a Negro fomily ia it. They observed that this automobile had no 
taillights. Mrs. LIUZZO honked at the cer-upants of this car and they shouted to 
the Negro family that the automobile had no taillights. 


Mrs. BROWN could not recall cny further incidents out of the 
. ordinary which may have occurred on their trip from Montgomery to Selma, Alabama. 
She advised that the only stops they made were the stops at St. Jude's Church, the 
Municipal Airport, and the service station where the gasoline was purchased. No 
other stops were made until they arrived at the George Washington Carver Homes in 
Selma, Alabama, where M. BROWN left the cor. 
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cute eb AUSTIN, age 16, 922 den Stree? Pike, Seutkarpton, 
= Ps fea, furnished the following informations i 


‘>. 
72 


5 „ e stated she attended the civil rights rally ct the front of the 8 N 
Building in 88 Alabcma, on the afternoon of March 25, 1965. She left here 
* "shortly before dark and walked one or two bliecks to an autcmobile owned : by Mrs. 
— VIOLA LIUZZO. She entered the vehicle wich several others and was driven in this 
cer to the city of St. Jude on Highway 80 outside Montgomery, Alabama. One of the 


. passengers, whom she described only as a colored man with a becrd, and whose name 
“xt she does not know, left the vehicle ct this point. LEROY MOTON ‘had driven the 
d, autemobile from downtown Montgomery to the city of St. Jude. Mrs. LIUZZO entered 
„ the car as the driver at the city of St. Jude and drove the vehicle to the Municipal 
"+= > Aleport In Montgomery, Alabama. A white man whose last name wes COOPERSMITH 
left the vehicle at this cirpost in eeder to catch e’plene beck to Washington. mis 
left Mss..CLARISSA BROWN, LIZ STEWARS, c CARLA AUSTIN in the rear seat of the 
vehicle with CLARENCE SMa n. aad LEROY MOTON in the front sect of the vehicle 
1 EN * LIUZZO, who was driving. | 5 ewe 
ae ei - Shortly ofter in left the aispert, they stcpped ct a 3 station 
for gasoline. She could not recall the brand of gasoline sold ot this station but he 
described it as being the service station “just across the street from the airport. 
She stated this service station was on the righthand side of Highway 80 coming towards 
_ Selma, Alabama, from Moriigomery, Alabama. She noticed no particular incidents 
which might have occurred at any of the stops described above. They left the service yp 
— e EPF | a 


: _ - They traveled then to 3 Alabama; ond en route to Selma, one car 
came up behind — vehicle pretty close. The driver of this vehicle turned his bright 
＋ on their cor. She recalls Mrs. LIUZZO remarked that the man wanted fo see the 
license plates and who was in the car. They were travelling at about sixty miles per 
hour at this time. Mrs. LIUZZO remarked that she would give the driver of the car behind 
a taste of his own medicine, and she slowed down to 83 n NN miles per 
hours The criver of the carb ind th miner passed mé | ° 
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 elding per = on 1 the sided, 
oe a AUSTIN advised thot she did not know the make of the vehicle 
which passed them at this time; nor did she know the model or color. She did not 
notice the license plates on the car. She dees recall that she looked out a back 
window of the vehicle when the bright lights were turned on and observed that the 
oer behind them had four headlights, one large rs oy and one small light on each 
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Ee 1 later in the * he W that the tires screeched as 
: M. LIUZZO put on the brakes. At this time a car had pulled alongside their 
„ qutomobile. Miss AUSTIN advised she had the impression this was a police car, 
bot she stated she did not know why: she had this impression as she could not 
A recall that this vehicle had ony police markings or red lights on it to her knowledge. 
. She stated that the car alongside of them pulled over to the right lane of he traffic 
02 | Mes. u slowed down end continued on west towards Selma, Alabama. 


ry * 


| Miss AUSTIN advised 1 the did not observe the occupants of either 
of the 1 in the incidents described above. The occupants of neither cor made 
, any remarks to them to her W nor did they attempt to get the vehicle in which 
. the 0 N to * ä 


1 ” When they reached the bridge over the river at Selma, 8 they 
one 15 saw d cor ‘filled with Negroes, which car had no taillights. Mrs. LIUZZO remarked, | 
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12 After the stop at the * * * . the car in oer 
Miler Pb was riding made no stops whatsoever between Montgomery, Alabama, 
2 and the George Washington Carver Homes at * where Miss AUSTIN alighted 
ge from the car. „% ote Si 1 
tut 2 J tie peeled is Meal to bs on en a ed LEROY, sa 
— Mor were going to drive back to Montgomery, Alabama, after Miss AUSTIN „ 
5 ane her —_— got out of the car at the George Washington Carver Homes. ae 
e pies AUSTIN De call ek dhe iA ai cased ony descriptive , 
= matter whatsoever concerning the vehicle which had pulled alongside of hem and th reer, 
3 in front of 94 mon sn 88 while e enroute to * Alabama. 2 
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co en u Sn r, ae 16, 1585 Winding Road, Seuthampton, iy 
5 . 9 the following infermationsn 
sides * 95 ‘) 7) e Fe. ‘ : 1 
ce “She stated she left the civil rights rally at W Abie, 
shortly before dark on Merch 25, 1965. She walked to on automobile owned by 
- Mes. VIOLA LIUZZO, which vehicle wos parked approximately three to four blocks 
. away. She got into the reer seat of this automobile with Mrs. CIARISSA NOW] T 
and GARLA AUSTIN. CLARENCE SMITH was also sitting in-the-reer-seat. A colored 
mon with a beard and o white men whose name she did not know sat in 8 front et 
ef the vehicle with LEROY * who was driving. 

5 Tee 1 og Ree dee. ; 

„ or drove the vehicle to the city of St. Jude, where the colored 
man with the beard get out. Mrs. VIOLA LIUZZO entered the car as the driver at 
this point. AT fis tira CLARENCE SMITH 21:0 got cut of the reer seat * get into be 
front seat. . „ . | 

oe Ps oy gee” bx 3 aes 


: 9 85 eres pees 90 188 whether the vehicle stopped for gasoline 
anywhere en route from Montgomery, to Selma, Alabama, on this trip. She advised that 
.. W was ~ tired and was not t clear on the details of the ride. 


ey 1 


le : 3 en route 8 the airpert and Selma, 1 possibly. 

a s f on the two ‘ions sectica of the highway, another automobile got behind them and blinked 
Be ee his bright lights. VIOLA slowed down and they passed. She advised that she could not 
furnish any information concerning the make, model, color, lights, or license which 

micht have been on this automobile. She did not have any idea as to the number of 

a a She - dated 5 was very tired and had not paid much attention to this 


5 3 oo af ala 3 
va — Sitio later pom the same trip, the cor in which she wos riding 
5 broked suddenly. She heard others in the vehicle talking about being “boxed in." She 


e e that she could not recall anything further about this incident, such as any cars 
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ae. Again Miss STEWART stated that she did not believe that they had 


stopped anywhere along the road between the Municipal Airport at Montgomery, 
Alabama , and the George Washington Carver Homes at Selma, Alabama, where she 
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a : She advised she could recall no other incidents out of the ordinary 
‘which might have occurred along the road. Specifically, she could not recall any 
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arouse her suspicion, . „ a | 5 


vehicle passing them slowly or anyone casting remarks at them in a manner to 
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e E SMITH, R., 1430. Eugene nan Selma, , 
_Fanithed the dle informations ° 
5 e stated he had attended the civil rights rally in front of the 
. in ee Alabama, and left that area at approximately 6:00 p.m. 
He walked to a car which was parked about two blocks from the Capitol Building. 
. LEROY MOTON drove this vehicle from the area of the Capitol grounds to the 
9 of St. Jude on Highway 80 outside of the city of Montgomery, Alabama. In 
mo car besides MOTON ond SMITH was a Mrs. BROWN and two young white girls- 
nomod LIZ and CARLA. - There was also one other white man and ons colored man 
ao 85 whose names ore not known to SMITH. 


„35 . 
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C MOTON hed driven to the city of St. 1 . mon 
1¢ : ats out of the vehicle at this place. Mrs. VIOLA LIUZZO then got into the auto 
„ the driver and drove to the Municipal Airport outside * Alabama. 


ee ee ee oe ee 


o 
5 8 


* After they 4 away from the airport they stopped at a service 
1 station near the Municipal Airport. SMITH stated he does not recall what brand of 
_ gasoline was sold at this service station but it was the closest service station to 
. the airport entrance. Nothing out of the ordinary occurred while sated were at the 
a Clty N . , at the airport, or at the service station. 


After they left the 5 1 ‘station, they Cove on n to Selma, n 
ohh any further stops. Somewhere along the road he recalls an automobile came 

. up behind them and turned on his bright lights. The lady driving the cor in which 

A he was riding slowed up considerably at this time. The car stayed behind them 

„Vith his lights on. His car then slowed even more. About this time, the car behind 
5 mom, which he believes was occupied by one white man, passed them and continued 

7 45 . on down the highway towards Selma, ee Mrs. LIUZZO then speeded up in 

her car and turned her bright lights on behind the car which had passed them. 
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Z A . Sn advised * 1 cannot be sure as to the coler BF the ede 
eh passed them at this time, but stated it seemed that the color was between an 
oronge and a red, but more of an orange color. He thought from the taillights of this 

vehicle that it might be a 1964 or 1965 Pontiac Bonneville model. He described the 
5 taillights as being tall and slender. He stated he did not notice the model of this 
N nor could he describe the license =_ which oppeared on it. oe 
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— sn. 3 that he could ‘onal no other incident out of hs 

| edna which had occurred during their travel from the airport to Selma, Alabama. 
~ When they arrived at Selma, Alabama, they went directly to the George Washington 
Carver Housing Project, where he and ‘the white-lady and two white girls got ou 
of the cor. LEROY MOTON remained in the car with Mrs. LIUZZO as they 


vers going to return to Montgomery, Alabama, in order to * more of the civil 
* * — back | to 9 5 
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» 1965, Dr. PAUL 
Toxicologist 


Auburn 
advised SA 
had c an autopsy on 
advised that à bullet en 
ad abou 6 


tered the left 
of the 


4 puncture mark was observed as though a neec 
as recently used in the arm of Mrs. 

- Specimens were being taken to d 

‘cireumstan 


a 
LIUZZO. Blood 
le termine i 
Ses were present. 


Tate e e 


2 
he 3 ae ten 


o make furt 
make a report Available 
of his examinations, . 
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The facts of this matter were brought to the attention 
of Acting Assistant Attorney General JOHN DOAR who authorized the 
filing of a complaint for violation of Section 241, Title 18, 
United tates Code. Accordingly, ® complaint ws filed by SA 
SPENCER- H. ROBB before United States Commissioner JAMES M. GUTTERY, 
Montgomery, Alabama, at 10:25 a.m., Warch 26, 1965. Warrants 
were issued the same date. 


- The complaint siates that wa or about March 25, 1965, 
at Lowndes County, in the Middle District of Alabama, did, 
commencing on or about January 1, 1965, and continuing to date 
of this complaint, WILLIAM ORVELLE FATON, COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, 
JR., EUGENE THOMAS, and GARY THOMAS ROWE, R., within the Middle 
District of Alabama, Northern Pivision, conspired together with 
each other and with other persons unkaown to injure, oppress, 
threaten, and intimidate citizens of the United States in the 
vicinity of Selma and Montgomery, Alabama, in the free exercise 
and enjoyment of the following rixhts ind privileges secured them 
by the Constitution and laws of the United States: 


1) The right to peacefully assemble, publicly 
protest and petition the Goveraor of 
Alabama for redress of grievances on behalf 

of Negro citizens of Alabana free from 

— arbitrary and oppressive interference from 
the State of Alabama. 


The right to publicly protest unlawful 
deprivation of the right of Negroes of 
Alabama to register to vote and to vote 
for candidates for Federal offices. 


The right to encourage and assist Negro 
citizens of Alahama in. the exercise of their 
right to register to vote and to vote for 
candidates for Federal Offices. 


The right to participate in a protest march 
Tross Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, to present 
n petition to Governor of Alabama in 
Montgomery, Alabawa, and to participate 
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By communication of Yarch 26, 1965, the Birmioghan 
Office advised that subject ROWE was taken into custody 
at 11:06 a.m., March 26, 1965; subject THOMAS was arrested 
at 11:08 a.m., at Lorene's Cafe, Bessemer, Alabama; subject 
WILKINS was arrested at 11:07 a.m., in his automobile on 
Highway 11 in Bessemer; and subject EATON was arrested 
at 11:16 a.m., March 26, 1965, at his residence on Route 6, 
Boz oe Bessener, Alabaaa. | 


All four subjects were arraigned before United 
States Commissioner LOUISE O. CHARLTON, at Birminghan, 
Alabama, on March 26, 1963. Subjects THOMAS, EATON and 
WILKINS were represented by Attorney MATT MURPHY . Bond 
for the subjects was fixed at $50,000 each and they were 
remanded to the custody of the Uni ted States Marshal at 
Birmingham and committed to the Jefferson County Jail, 
Birminghaas, Alabama. 


Subjects THOMAS, EATON and ROWE were released 
on bond from the Jefferson County Jail, Birmingham, Alabama, 
at 8:19 p.m., March 26, 1965. Bond was arranged by Attorney 
MATT MURPHY. Bond bad also been arranged for subject WILKINS; 
however, he was not released since the United States Marshal 
received a Probation Violator's Warrant on WILKINS in 3 
with a Federal Firearms violation. ä 
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By communication of March 28, 1965, the Birmingham 
Office advised that all four subjects had breakfast in a 
restaurant at Prattville, Alabama. This restaurant was 
located on the left side of U. 8. Highway 31, at the intersection 
of the first road that crosses U. 8. Highway 3l,south.of a 
large green water tower with the sign Prattville written thereon. 


a 1 ‘ollowing «nvestination zas conducted by SA 290 
and SA ee Prattville, Alabama, 
re 1968. | 5 


M COLLINS, enrloyee, Go Go Restaurant, was shown 
photographs of four subjects and she reated she did not recall 
them being at that restaurant on the morning of Thursday, 

March 25, 1963. She said she felt she would recall the boys 
had they been in the restaurant tocether for breakfast. She 
stated that Me. R. K. JA€KSON eats breakfast there almost every 
morning and might recall the four subjects. 

* 


N. K. JACKSOV «18 shoun photographs of the subjects and 
was unable to identify them. He stated he had breakfast at the 
Go Go Restaurant March 25, 1945, but daes not recall the four 
subjects being there for breakfast on that date. 


FEORENCY RI. IN TUN. a. levee, Go Go Restaurant, 
said she was the wagtress working at. the Go Go Restaurant on 
the morniny: of Narcht 25, 1965. She viewed photographs of the 

_ subjects and stated she did not recall any of them eating 

‘Breakfast there on that date, She stated the restaurant is 

; operated by a Mr. BOUN and he hod owned the restaurant for 
only two weeks and he vas not there on the morning of March 25, 


1 5 
2 R. * CARILLON advised he 8 sabe } 
breakfast at the Go Go Restaurant put vag not there on the 
norning of wate le 1965 


8. : 
* 9 


Frou observation it was re that the Go Go 
Restaurant is located on a cross sweet just West of U. 8. 
Highway 31.. It is the first place pf business located on 
this cross street and the restaurant faces South. The cross 

Street is the first cross street South of the water tank 

5 which bears the naue nne Alabama. 


3 row ir. KENNEDY; owned. hen · s Frostop Cafe, advised 
. he does not serve breakfast and does not open each day until 
-‘approximately 10:00 a.m. He stated be serves almost exclusively 
* parbeque at the cafe. He was shown photographs of the subjects 
and stated he did not recall seeing any of them at his cafe. 
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yr on observation it is noted the Fros top Cafe faces 
West and is located on the Fast side of U. 8. 31 just North 
of the above-mentioned cross street. 


SARAH COOK,” eattress, ‘werican Cafe and Pan-Am Service 
Station, U. 8. Highvay 31, advised she was the only employee 
working at that Cafe on Thursday morning. March 25. 1965. She 

vieved photographs of the subjects and advised she does not 

recall thee hiving breakfast At thit Cafe on March 25, 1965. 
She stated she felt sure she would reAll thew had they eaten 
breakfast there. iy 

L. CON. „ mplovee, Pin -In Service Station, located 
on U. 8. Highezy 31, % shown photographs of the subjects and 
he related he does not recall ever seeing either of them in the 
past. 7 a 


Through obgervation tt vas observed that the American 
Cafe faces Fast on ,., S. 3). ac is across the street from the 
Frostop Cafe. Jt is on the West side of u. S. 31 and is on the 
corner of the first crassa atreet below the water tower. 


* 

. H. FT. GATES, Old Nickory Barbeque Restaurant, stated 
he was the only employer corking at. that restaurant on the 
porning of Merch 25. 1963, Re stated that restaurant does not 

serve breakfast and only sells barbeque and camp stew. He 

——<—-~wiewed photographs of the subjects and stated that they are 

unknown to him and he does not recall them being in his reste 

aurant. . = . 

\ ; 5 
Me. J. J. FULLIR and bts wife, THELMA, stated then 

have operated the Old Hickory Restauran® for two weeks. They ~ 

stated they were nor working on the morming of March 25, 685 

as—only Wr. GATES wes there. ey viewed photographs of the 

subjects and stated the subjects were unknowa to then. 


1 Through observation 4 ubs ei ved that the Old 

ckpry Barbeque faces North and is across the street from 
Go Go Restaurant. It has an agtificial brick front and 
men leaving the restaurant a person would view the Prattville - 

ter toyer. . Sa 1 
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Through observation 10 , determined there is no 
‘sli-day parking lot in the Prattvit?nm area near the area of 
the Go Go Restaurant. 


H. MARTIN. aperto of » Standard Oil Service 
Station on ge Court, Prattvilt+, Alabama, advised there 
are no all- Sy parking lots in the srer of that station or 
the Go Go Req Racers f 


JOFEPENTON. . ſue g Cities Service Station, 615 North 
Main Street, Meattville, Arad emo, advised there are no parking 
tots in the ar Ge of his vice eration or the Go Go Restaurant. 


= 


Sf EDERAL | BUREAU F ene 


arch 2 
Dete rch 9, 1968 


| a 8 the rn and after noon of March. 28, 1960 . ve 
this ‘Agent, in the compeny of SA was as igned. 


— to follow the march of the demons mp: site‘at 
the City of St. Jude, Montgomery, Alabama, to the State Capitol 
An Montgomery, Alabama, and thereefter to mingle in the area of 


@ the * to observe any incidents in violation of Federal lav. 

% 5 W 
At an unrecalled tine early during this afternoon, 3 

this Agent went to an Amoco Service Station located on Dexter : 4 

Street, and which is recalled to be Aull Street, approximately 

two blocks away from the Capitol for the 9 of attempting 

to get some taing to eat. | 


In order to leave the immediate area of the assembly, 
this Agent was renuested by National Guard personnel to show 
his credentials. Immediately thereafter, “Security Officers" 
of the marchers requested identiSication at the perimeter of 
the crowd. 7 


. Upon entering onto the premises of the Amoco Station, 0 
with credentials still in hand, the owner of same asked for 
identification. At this time the credentials were shown again. 


At the Amoco Station this Agent obtained two Coca Colas, 
a package of donuts, a pack?:,>.of fig bars, and a package of 
cigarettes, While in wie station, this Agent did not use-the 
telephone. ee. 5 

upon obts 10 the a tor nent ioned Items, this Agent 
left the station and returned to an observation point established 
by Agent QR where the refresbments were consumed. : 


= 
While at tie service station, observation 1 

that there were apnyoximately 17 to 20 white males on the premises. 

These persons werqsobserving the demonstration and speaking to. 

.. eack- othe? and at the time were not wees hing 8 marchers. - N 


the * who ei ted on this Agent’ spoke of having 
lost money by the day's activities, which indicated he was th 
owner of this service station. He vas observed to be a white 
male, approximately 48 - 50 years of age, 5° 8“, 175 pounds, graying 
bair, wearing glasses and a gray uniforn. | 5 
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5 Montgomery, Alabana 
8 __ Date dictoted 3/28/65 _ 
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My, MURRAY PATTERSON, dar. american 
services Station, 351 Dexter Avenue, Montgomery, 
advised as follows: ‘ - eek 


He stated that during the afternocn 

of the civil cights gg 9 alge and arch, whach 
teck place on March 25, 1955, a spectator to the march 
entered his station and advised him thet one of the 
demonstrators had cut the line tn 4 public phone booth 
located outside of his station. He srated he did not 
know the identity of the spectator. He added that during 
this same day, an Army Major was sometimes parked outside 
of his station in an Army jeep. He stated that on about 
two occasions this Armv Major entered his station. He 
stated that he believed the Major's last name was 
GIBSON, but added that he was not positive of this. 
He added that he did not. know if the Major was attached 
to the regular Army or the Army National Guard. 
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RAY MC DANIEL, Office Manager, Southern Bell Telephone 
and k Company, furnished the following information: 


He located a repair order for telephone number 
269-9731 reflecting that at 1:07 PM, March 25, 1965, a report 
was received marked PATTERSON, 351 Dexter, reporting a cord 
broken during march. The report reflects that installer- 
repairman with initials A. T. 8.“ was dispatched at 7:15 AM 
on March 26, 1965, and he reported the receiver cord was cut 
during march. The cord was — and the complaint cleared 
at 8:22 AM, March 26, 1965. bj 744 


Mr. MC DANIEL advised that H. H. MITCHAM, Plaat 
Manager, is the custodian of repair records quoted above. 


— home address is 


) "wr. MC DANIEL advised that apetellec-copeirean 
A Lr SUNMERLIN was the man wi 


home 8 18s 
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On March 29, 1965, BENJAWIM VAN CEARK> Southern a 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) Headquarters, Montgomery, 
Alabawe, advised SAY that no persons remain in 59 8 
Yontgzomery who would be [4:91 “wiih Mrs. LIUZZO's participatio 

in the Civil Rights netivitios in this ares, He advised that 

Aw LINGO and HOSEA ITE of SCLC in Atlanta, are the only 

persons he knows of who would be fimili?r with Mrs. LIUZZO's 

Civil Rights activities in connection with the March on Montgomery. 


| : On March 29, 1965, Conti PENEORD. Student Non-Violent : 
Coordinating Cc tee {SNCC) Heady orterses, Montgomery, Alabama, SD 
advised SA that no SNCC people would be 
familiar with Mrs. LIMZ¢o's Civil Rights activities as she was 
working exclusively with SCLC peorle. 
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on March 29, 1966. aN PAW Pp: 


F. ON, american 
zervice Station, eae 1 Av. 2.2, 


Mont. rer, AN 
a ephone r 282 Avie! Spee 455. Azent 


Reet. ne 23 ½% , 1 menager 
+ the service rive ta 40 S2 4d thas R. . 


„ „% 25 She station 
n March 25, 1965, all day and “hat due te tne march of 
111 rights demonstrators, did not attemrt to conduct business 


hat day inasmuch as the streets «sera blocksi off and the 
rowds were too large. 


PATTERSW advised shal snere aere mass numbers 
people in the vicinity or his gas staßzz-n ali aay long 


id that he could not recall env 1 rw in32 2.10 no were there 
r àny length of time, SRYSEST SS 


2 Den phosozrapns of EUGENE 
(OMAS, WILLIAM ORViLLE FATON, .,. N F eT NS, and 4 WC 
NX THOMAS nn, M. cCMSSERSS . Ul Ra 1 nod stave that 
ese four individwils were a6 Hiv : sion on March 25, 

45, as the'crowds were so large he *r. E recognize any 
rticular person, 


PATTERSON'S fur shir . z. She “tear sete *~ emai 
3 working part time aS the cas Y pi Moreh 571 965, 
16 was his day or. Bo ze! zu. 3 . A, Pi: eee Liven on 
nville Road, MonSsrmerzg, 4429 -:.° 
board Railroad Company. 


cn narch 297 12 e Fr UE 
king Lot, Montgomery, ALAN u: 


3. 187 a de YE working 
-day on March 25, 1965, 
cars were parked in his ! 


an? ata that he recalled that 
toh Chas day anc “ragwush as this 
king lot is a self - park tyre place, he oe not recall 
specific cars that were Parke hre. RON WAZ 
21f’cally asked if he reeajlei 2 22 red nai white, two 
„ hardtop Chevrolet in th ict om Shab dat «nl HORTON 
Licd that he could ach rez211 mers: or color of any 
17 10 car in his 10. 


don March 29, Lor. K. -t 7. . g uf, ener: lovee, . 
g Lot, Monsc? ana tag · mee dre. 28, advised he 


ecall seeing the red ani wnite, two docr, hardtop 
on that lot inacmech.as she cars are parked by the 
rs, and due to the large number o? vehicles in the lot. 
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Governor GEORGE C. WALLACE, State of Alabam 
telephonically contacted Special Agent 
at Montgomery, Alabama, on March 26, 1965, and expressed 


complete disgust with the "cowardly act’ perpetrated by 
the subjects of the case or anyone who would do such an 
act of violence. Governor WALLACE stated he had 

_ instructed Colonel AL LINGO, Director, Alabama State 
Department of Public Safety, to make available all 
resources of his department and to afford complete 
cocreration to the FBI in pursuing the investigation 
in this matter. Governor WALLACE stated he also had 
requested the State Toxicologist Office at Auburn, 
Alabama, to cooperate fully with the FBI. He also 
advised that he would contact Circuit Solicitor ARTHUR 
GAMBLE, JR., Greenville, Alabama, and request that he 
also afford his cooperation.  . 


Governor WALLACE requested that State 
authorities be afforded the results of the FBI investi- 
gation that would support the issuance cf a warrant for 
murder, as soon as completed. 


a Alabama Highway Patrol Investiga- 
tor, advised on March 26, 1965, that LEROY JEROME MCTON 
wae being held at the Dallas County Jail as a "material 
Ww ness «- —— — — — OR ä : 
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Cgloreb-9 PH Kü, Nd, 156 M. P. Battalion, 

Amy Natioral Guard. Linden, Mabama. Sn March 26, 

1965, advierd Sorel Agen: 

had received orders io pull Nis men Out se che Selma, 

AJabams,. „ s Of 9 P.M... March 25. 13965. Colonel 

ire GAN advised chat ne wenld maitnt azn a skeleton force 

yy the Selm? area due inn tho carind of 4 P.4. to 10 P. M., 

March 25. 1965. 


aher . 0S BAAN | berseg that he was informed 
by the Alabem d Stite Tracprra that 2» shooting of an 
individua! hed *axen elace az Hrqkwav 80 East on the 
evening of March 25, 1045 tere aοο MOKGAN did not 
dispatch are treoos to the ene as he hid previously 
receLrved arcars to take his troops out of the area. 


57 


fe. S .. :: &. KE T. 135 M. P. Battalion, 
Arry Nationai Guard, adviacd that he sas the only 
orticer on duty in Selma. Alabama, during the period 
of 4 P.M. ta l P. M.. March 25. 1%... I. T- OVERSTREET 
kur rher advised that there vere Dre other ten on duty 
during this period. They eg:. . . % 4 Ae various 
raints throuqhowe re: 2 CVERSTREET. whose 
heme address 13 Bere i. i Het. Alabama, was unable to 
turrash any informatio" ak would be of assistance 


An any way <= — 8 e 


5 According te l.. 0 ERST REI T. Warranty Officer . 
. COBY Was the duty officer on March 25, 1965. 


— 


Mar rart he tie.' r COSHY stated that he had 
recassved the antormat:on cone rating the shooting that 
eccurred on Route 80 Enst the evening of March 25, 1965, from 
thee Alabama State Troaners and rushed this call directly to 
Cet. CARE MuRGAN F- stated that whale on duty March 25, 
n he received no cer: -oncerning suspicious 
| svity, peceons or tebicics in the Selma. A Alabama, area. 


N the followina men all ‘members of 156 M.P. 
alaon. who were on cdiuty 41 b. H. to “dp. N., Selma. 
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Chapel, were interviewed an March 26, 1965. They vere 
“Neationed concerning ay auspictonus Dereon, cars or 
events that tock plere duting the alte enoon and evening 
of March 25. 1968. They were qrestioned as to whether 
they had seen 2 1963 light blue Oldsmobile bearing 
Michigan license oe 1f they nad observed a red and white 
vehicle in the area. T.. o could furnish no information 
f valve: 

GBORGR. THOMAS TEO. CE tisreryviewed by 
Special arn: 


MORRIS tovetyg, $4, interviescd by 
Special Aaent 


DON JENKINS. SP4. saterviewed be Special 
Aan 


BO une: BRAO. T. 
Special Aden, 


1E58S8 IF :.Pirb it Ts 
Specklal gent 


ANS THOMPSek, reas, eue d 
Special Agent 


e wae © 


ce r rere. Bre. interview 
Special Agent 


JOR HOECMAN. 3 1, inte gz 
Soecial Auest 


Cn: Z: ru, FRO. inter 
Special Ayer? 


JANES K. TURNER. TA. r. ed by 
Spectal Agent . 


+ -. ALY hilde run +: ee vIewed by 
Seil Aocet QD 
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.us BiSS!INGER. : Pe- Street, New York 14, New-York, 
presently residing at- C George Wo:h:-qio- Crver Ara-merss; Selmer, Alaboma, . 
information to SA 
* | 
11:00 PM, Merch 25, 1965, he zeceived a telephone call 
at the First Baptist Chuéch from a white mole, 201: herne. The caller stated he . 
had heard on the news Phat a weman had bee:: shot and rhat he had some information. 
The caller disclosed that at uboot 8:30 cz 9:00 PM that evening he had observed a 
1960 or 196! red chevrolet comvertible followir.g ves/closeiy bohind a blue Olk 
mobile driven by a white woman and cor.tai:iing one Negro passenger. The 
: icfous, and the colſer stoted that he followed the two 
it Highway 80 tg Cap's Service Station where he 
5 


discontinved following the Mhic les. The cdife: stated there were four white c 

males in the Chevrolet, two 4 the font o in the ur. 570 
The infermont MNfesed to di:close his name-to Mr. BISSINGER 

but stated thot he might come crourd.to the Rapt.st Ch ch the following morning. 
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ee On Mach 25. 1962. che foltow:na investigation 2 2 


vas conducted by Special 4 


3 Trott ESS: NF R., who was presently cesiding at 
121 George Washington Courts, advised that the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee of fie had received a 
telephone call at approximately 11 P.M. from an unidentified 
male indicating that this unidentified male had heard on 
2 news report that a woman had just been killed. The 
unidentified caljJer had refused to make his identity known, 
but advised that at aoproeximately 7 P.M. on March 25, 
1965, he had seen a 1960 or 1961 red convertible following 
a 1963 blue Oldsmohile that was being driven by a white 
woman and carrying a Negro passenger. Rss r ER advised 
that the ynidenrified caller stated ::, at he was quite suspicious 
of the red Chevrolet in tha® it had followed the Oldsmobile 
very closely He stated that this urident: fied caller 
advised hin that he had fol lmied the red Chevrolet and 
Oldsmobile down Broad Stress“ - ard ast route 80 East to 
Rapps Service Station before turning around. BBSSINGER 
advised he would immediately contact the FBI f he received 
any more information in referorce to the case of if he 
received information that would identity the person making 
the call. 
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BILL BURLRICK, First Baptist Church, who was 
„ £esidina at 2216 lloray an Selma.advised he was driving 
. Be Sonted truck-fosr the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee and hid left Montgomery, Alabama, at an unrecalled 
time. lie stated he was carrying two adults and four youths 
as wassengers and the electrical equipment that had been used 
for the demonstration march. He advised that approximately 
25 miles from Mcntqemery he saw a light and dark car parked 
on the richt side of the roadway. He advised these vehicles 
were headed towards Selma, but that he could not recall any 
further description as to the type of cars BRDICK stated 
he did not see the 1963 Oldsmobile on the left side of the 
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: R. 7. nom. Neare +9 be me address 19072 
ret eg Seroekt. Nua - »,, Na-. adve--d he had been 
tol lo» ing Ri.: nor er -in was belt tive miles behind 
him when he advised he also 3aw sem Ss on the highway 
approximately 25 mates from Non eq ere He stated as he 
_avproached the vehicle one car pulled cue in front of him 
and dis appeared, heading east towards Selma. He stated 
he got behind the other vehicle ard noticed it to be a 
re am colored gar. tvoe of vehicle urtnown. rculling a 
trailer with larqe tail lights. fe zdvised he had seen 
@qareen and light cniored 195% tord on the left side of 
the highwav as he was driving east towards Selma ten or 
fifteen miles from Montgomery. He stated that this 
vehicle was parked near a gasiine s*4stion, name unrecalled. 
He advised he was unable to recall any further descriptive 
information as to the tyce of vehicles he saw on the 
hiaqhway. He stated that as he progoeded east on Highway 80 
a Neqro male came from the side of rhe Riaghwey and attempted 
co Fla: 5 “te? 
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: EVAN NACKER, 211 E..: lem. Street, Carbondale, 
-sar w:-EMRinois, advised he was one of the last buses to leave the | 
minnie ani tor area. He advised her they passed St. Jude's church 
on. Highway 80 traveling east an ambulance passed them at a 
high rate of speed with its red light on. He advised when 
the bus passed the scene of the murder, several State Police 
cars were in the area. IIACKF? stateu that he had seen a 
1960 model light colored car on the right side of the 
roadway near the scene of the accident, but that this car 
was probably an unmarked law cntorcement vehicle. He advised 
that he could not recall sceind a 1955 Ford along the 
one . 
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ae The following indaviduals were contact with. negative 
— 2 ; Fesults as to ei sanfecmation about suspect's vehicle: 
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„ JAMES MOUSER: to r Street, St. Augustine, . 
e florida: 
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9 9 eg 750 of Bu; ies con of Fulton ‘eins. 
285 reflect that this Klan organization was elites | a 


corporate charter on February 21, 1961, at Atlanta, Georgia, 


. under the name United Kians, Knights of the Ku Klux Kian o? 
& 8 Karies, Tac. . 9 


1 9 +e * 55 „* 
222 ws K 22 ? 


hy 4 ee) | a 

e source advised ca February 27, ‘1962, that 
„ted xlane vas formed as a result of a split in U. . 
lane, Knights of the Ku Klux Hans, Ino. According to 
“the source, the split resulted from a loadership dispute 
and United Klaas hae the same aime and objectives as the. 
parent group. These are the promotion of Americanisa, — 
waite supremacy and (segregation of the races... 
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fhe first source and a second source advised in 
‘Daly,’ 1961, that United Kians, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan 
ey of America, Inc., merged with Alabama Knights, Knights of 
‘the a Klux Klan. The merged organization established heade- 
0 . 43 ra in Suite 401, The Alston Building, Tuscaloosa, 
The organisation is directed by RORBERT SHELTON, — 
J. Imperial Wisard, and is the dominant Klan group ia the _.. 
_,with unite io several southern states. a os 
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ng source advised, that at a meeting at 


9 on October 22, 1961, the U. 8. klang, 
e of the Ku Klux Klan, merged with the United Klans | 
ot orten, 1 Knights of the Ku Klux Kian, 
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Section 2 
KKK 


Murder of 
Viola Liuzzo 


d Memon anuilm 


DIRECTOR, FBI dam: 3/30/65 


SAC, MOBILE (SELMA) (44-1245) 
2 


EUGENE THOMAS; 
ET AL 0 

VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, aka - VICTIM; 
8 JEROME MOTON - VICTIM 

2 EL 


Re report of ea 3 3/30/65, at b 
Mobile (Selma). F ee & 7 ei 


Enclosed..to.the Bureau are five copies of referenced 
report of SA „ dated 3/30/65. Additional 
copies are provided because of the nature of the investi- 
gation. 8 * 1 i 

Additional copies are provided Birminghin and 

Nobile for Investigative use. 


The report is not being disseminated to: Departmental | 
Attorney or USAs until advised to do so by the Bureau. 
A Federal Grand Jury is scheduled for April 5, 1965, 
and Bureau is n to promptly advise. 
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2. = Bureau „„ Cr te 
1 = Birmingham 3 
1 - Mobile (Selma) 
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5 “ENITED STA: o Er 
5 
| ur. DeLoach 
5 


*. . ee 22 


er. FEI PESS RELEASES 


DATE: 3-29-65 


Tbe attached news ticker story concerning tne Alabama civil rights 
murder of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo highlights the Bureau's discretion in handling press 


releases regarding major investigations. 


The wisdom of the Bureau's long-standing policy of issuing an initial 
and pertinent press release dealing with facts rightfully belong to the public and then 
declining additional comment has been reaffirmed in this case Fand! has stimulated 
even greater respect for the Bureau's proper position in handling such matters. Tue 
apparent respect evidenced by the press for the Bureau's position is another f 
vindication of the propriety of the Bureau's press release procedures. A 


a RECOMMENDATION: „ \ 


For intormation. 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
l- Mr. Mohr 

i Nr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Gale 

1 - Mr. Rosen 

1 - Mr. Sullivan 


Ars (8) 
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‘L YASH DC 
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I SIRNGHAM ai 3 Ganiy_—— 


33 9 CST URGENT 3-27-65 NM — | 
: DIRECTOR | 


Os SIRMINGHA™ (44-1255) (P) 27 
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TENE“ THOMAS/S ET AL-/ VIOLA LUIZZO, AKA URS. ANT 
70 * 2529.470125 DASH VICTIMS. CR DASH EL. 


= —_ 


RE BIRNINGHA' TELS, “ARCH T¥ENTYSIX, LAST. 
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YE, AND ¥ILLIA’ 0. Sar om RELZASED ON BOND APPROXIMATELY NINE MIATY 


ADVISED EUGENE THOMAS, SARY THOMAS 


3 


v., EVENING MARCH TWENTYSIX. 30% PUT UP IN FORY OF PROPERTY FROM / -. 


y KLAYSNEN. THREE SU3JECTS IMMEDIATELY MET 11 WATT MURPHY, 
TORNEY FOR UKA, Id., KXKX, ROBERT SHELTON, IMPERIAL ¥IZARD, 
2 T CREEL, SRAND DRASON, REALM OF ALAZaAa, RALPH ROTON, 3ELIEVED 
ATE KLEASLE, 203ERT THOMAS, GRAND TITAN, PROVINCE WU3ER FIVE, AND 


‘YE REEVES, EXALTED CYCLOPS, EASTVIEY KLAVERN N IN Foa 2 . 
Ic. PRIMARY discuss 10 CONCERNING WHY ROWE NOT GIVEN I ATI RE 


TIL FIVE P. u. z ADVISED GROUP HE WAS preXloy AND pk 29 soph 
SKINGHAM AND 19 HONTGONERY, ALASARA, 3 FAL, WHILE Fs QUESTIONED, 


4 AND THAT Pes NFFERED HIM QUOTE “ANYTHING HE WANTED "URRUOTE 10 
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FBI 
Date: 3/27/65 


n the 1 in (Type in e or code) 


AIRMAIL 


I 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 
FROM: SAC, TAMPA (44 -New) (RUC) 


ey ee gf 


ET AL; 


MRS, VIOLA GREGGLIUZZO - VICTIM 
_ CR : 


advised 


3/27/65 news: photo: aot THOMAS n "The Tann Tribune embles 


her husband. — 

not seen since last heard from him hen 
he called her by telephone and was apparently in or near 
Tampa. She is in pr f obtaining divorce from 

She does not kno present whereabouts. She never 
knew him to have any connection with the KKK or interest 
in civil rights matters. Only basis for thinking he might 
be identical with THOMAS is physical resemblance of news- 
paper photographs. 


knows very little o back 


ground as she says most of the information he gave her was 
later found to be untrue. She described ö follows: 


White male, age 47, ae CNR. 
height 6', weight 180 pounds, hair brown, cyes green, 
complexion fair, medium build, SSN mame has 
tattoos of star on right forearn. 3 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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CH 9 85 Foregoing is for information Bureau and Bi : 
a It the absence of additional information indicating- 5 FG 
is tical no further investigation contemplated 
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DeLoach 
Conrad 
Belmont 
Rosen 
een Malley 
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION Lars 5 13 


___Eeclosod ts 4 penorandum setting forth wt 
developments in tho FDI’s investigation of the ata! 
9 of Krs. Viola Liusze which may be of interest 

700. ö 


mis inforration Bas been furnished to the 
White Bouse. 


Enclosure 
1 = The Deputy Attorney Genoral (Encloscre) 


1 Mr. John Doar (Enclosuro) 
acting Assiatant Attorney Genoral 
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Mr. Mohr 
Mr. DeLoach 
Mr - Conrad 
‘Mr. Rosen 
ur. Malley 
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MURDER OF VIOLA LIUzzO I Ur. McGowan 
LOWNDES COUNTY, ALABAMA + ~ Mr. Hines 
MARCH 25, 1965. 


This is to advise you of developments in our 

investigation of the fatal shooting of Irs. Viola Liuzzo, 
a civil rights worker, in Lowndes County, Alabama, on 
the night of March 25, 1965. As you are, avare, four 
r Eugens Thonas, William Orville“£aton , Gary Thomas 

r., and Collie Lero ilkins, Jr., were ‘arrested —— 
by . Agents on March 26, 1965, and charged with violation 
4 a Federal civil rights statute in connection with the 
shooting of Hrs. Liuzzo. The four subjects have posted 
$50,000 bond each and have been released on this charge 
pending Federal Grand Jury action. Subject Wilkins has 
also posted a $500 bond on a Parole Violators Warrant | 
which grew out of his previous conviction for a violation 
of the Federal Firearms Act. 
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i UNKNOYN SUBJECTS 
Viola „iuzzo, Victim 
CIVIL RIGHTS ; ELECTION LAWS 


! For the Director's al Malley 
and I have been in direct touch with this situation 
throughout the night, and with Inspector Sullivan in Sel 
and SAC Ingram and Inspector McGovern at Birminghan, to 

insure that it was handled rapidly and thoroughly. 


- 
| The Birmingham Office and Inspector Sullivan at 
Selma are working closely together so that we can develop 
the umaximum of information in the minimum of time. 
Both offices have been instructed that all agents must 
keep their mouths shut and our goal is to develop 
sufficient detail from the informant to permit full 
identification of the subjects and corroborating evidence 
that will permit us to take action as soon as possible 
today, from the standpoint of arrests and searches. 


You will be kept advised. art u 
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FBI | 
Date: 3-29-65. 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


AIRMAIL 


(Priority) 


DIRECTOR, FBI 
: . Attention: Laboratory 


Ffoli: SAC, MOBILE (44-1245) 


SUBJECT: deer HONS, ET AL.; 5 
Behe VIOLA-LIUZZO aka. - Victim; 
. LEROY JEROME-NOTON - Victim 
CR - EL 


ReButel to MOBILE/SELMNA 3-29-65. 


On the night of 3-25-65 victin’S car was fired 
Don. by handguns bel eved to be .33 Dar snd .22 callin.» 
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4 Bureau (RM) (Enc. 1) 
Wickk- (1 Package), 
2 Nobile , 


E 2 7 5 24. 


1.7 . Special Agent in Charge 
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0 — OF Oniaws dar | INVESTIGATIVE PERICO . | 
MOBILE _ 3/30/65 3/26-30/65 *. 
REPORT MADE BY TYPED GY: 
ASAC ROBERT G, JENSEN | 
CHARACTER OF CASE 


7 


‘ROY JEROME” (OTON - VICTIM, 


REFERENCE: Birmingham teletype to Bureau, 3/26/65. 
p. 


It is noted that copies have been designated for the 
U. S. Attorney at Montgomery and at Birmingham, Ala., however, no 
dissemination of this report is being made at this time. 


. 


o e do NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW — 


8 Bureau (AMSD - BUI * = * Mh? i E08 
5 Mobile (Selma) ) 
1 USA, Montgomery 
1 USA, Birmingham 
8 Birmingham (44-1236) 


OISSEMINATION RECORD OF ATTACHED REPORT 
= eae 
* mac. . 

1 E 
2 
2. Al. 


Kin: 409 
a U 


The following description was obtained through 
interview and observation: 


Name ; GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. 
Residence 205 16th Place SW, 
Apartaent 35A 
Eirvingham, Alabama 

Race White 

Sex Male : 

Date and place August 15, 1930, Savannah, 

of birth 

Height 

Weight 

Build 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion g 

Social Security No. 255-46-1902 

Employment Presently unemployed 

Military service DJ. 8. Marine Corps Reserve, 
SN 1044062; honorably 
discharged March 4, 
1957 

Marital status Divorced 
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| 3/29/65 


3 42 1 roximately 4 Pats» March 26, 1965, 1 


n Fata i 
of ‘the ‘gcuthern city limits of Straisekaa, Alabama. 0 


ROWE was advissd that he did not have to furnish 
any information, that any informatio he furnished could 
de used against him in a court cf law and that he could 
consult an attorney. Hs was irfortsd that he would be. trans- 
ported immediately to the offics of the U. 8. Ccmnissionser 
in the U. 8. Post Office Building at Birmingham, Alabara, 
where bond would be set and that while at tke U. 8. Post 
Office Building he would be placed in the custody of the 
U. 8. Marshal. ROWE rade no stat=ment except to the effect 
that he would contact his attcsr5y whils at the office of 
the U. S. Marshal. | 


ROWE was immediately trarsported to the office 
of the U. S. Marshal at Birmingham, Alabama, and was 
afforded an immediate appearance bafore U. 8. Commissioner 
LOUISE O. CHARLTON, it being notsd that ROWE's at terney, 
MATT MURPHY, JR., was present. 
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~ At 1:48 p. n., March 26, 1965, a search warrant was served 
at the arartaent of. 3 THOMAS ROWE, M. ’ Fo) dhe edge Number 35A, 
305. 16th Bisse, Southvest, Birming ham. Al: a. in the company 
Qt Spéecia and 


1 y Special Pexecuted search 
“warrant issued by the: v. 8. District Court, Northern Dis tyict 
of Alabama. \ . | : | 


The apartment was entered through the unlocked 
rear door, after permission to enter had been requested. 
It was determined upon entering the apartment thay it was 
unoccupied. A copy of the search warrant and a list of 
items taken pursuant to the search warrant was left at the 
premises at 2:35 p. u. 


2 he premises were searched by — 
. and and the search vas cop] ed at 2:35 p.m. 
arch 26, De : 

The following items were tAken: 

1) One metal vontainer, army brown in color with 

the following markings " Do not use as food container, 

900 cartridges \30 carbine ball Ml in 50 round 

cartons lot LC 13029. 

Containing as follows: * 


A) 139 rounds of various caliber live ammition 
and one spent .22 cartridge ca ; 


ng. 
: d j 

B) One 30 round capacity magazine for .3 * 

caliber revolver, 1 


c) One cloth bag containing 126 rounds i 
various caliber live ammunition and one spen 

. 38 cartridge casing. The bag is marked 

. Cherry-Burrell Corp. 7 


* 
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D) Four boxes of "Western Brand Super-Match" 
@idrange .30 caliber ammunition containing a 
total of 80 rounds of live ammunition and 

80 spent cartridges. 


2) One German made bayonet and sheath. 


3) One .38 caliber Western live cartridge found 
on bedroom dresser. 
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"Special Agents Qn 
at Lorene's Cafe, Béessene 
” March 26, 1965. 
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EUGENE THOMAS furnished the following information 
pertaining to his physical description: 


- — — oo 


Date of Birth: 
Place of Bir th: 
Race: 
Sen: 
Heights: 
Weight: 
Eyes: 
Hairs: 


Scars and Marks, 


and tattoos: 


“Name: EUGENE THOMAS, aka Gene 


March 21, 1923 
Bessemer, Alabama 


178 8 


Blue 
Brown 


Tattoo ‘of girl ‘in bathing suit; 

on left upper outer arp, word 
LOUISE under picture. Two tattoos 
of birds, color blue and red on 
chest, Birds being approximately 
3 inches by 2 inches, 
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Relatives: 


‘Children; 


Employed: 


Current residence: 
Past residence: 


Arrests: 


Wife, FLOSEY LOUISE THOMAS, 
pee, GARRETT 
WAYNE THOMAS, age sl 


Wilks Station 


Bessemer, Alabama ; 


CALVIN MERLE, age 19 
U. 8. Air Force, California; 


MICHAEL ELMIS, age 15 


_ resides with parents; 


Aunt, LEON TRAMBLE 
4th Avenue ' 
Bessemer, Alabama; 


Uncle, J. B. BOYD 
Hueytown, Alabama; 


Fairfield Steet Company (TCI) 
position, machinist (employed 
24 years) 

1519 12th Avenue, North 
Bessemer, Alabama 

(three years) 


1600 Block Fairfax Avenue 


Bessemer, Alabama 


(fifteen years) 


THOMAS admits being arrested in 
1949 by the Jefferson County 
Sheriff's Office, in Bessemer 
for being drunk on the highway. 
He also admits that in 1963 he 
was arrested by the Tuscaloosa 
County Sheriff's Office for being 


drunk on the highway, and carrying 


a concealed weapon. Mr. THOMAS 

said that it was during a demonstration 
that this arrest was made. Mr. 

THOMAS also advised that he has 

been arrested for two minor sotor 
vehicle violations in Bessemer, . 
Alabama. 


8 


military Service: U., S. Navy Serial Number, 
Selective Service | 
ee un ber: 1 70 23 97 


Social Security 
Number: 418 18 1816 


Alabama Drivers a 
License Number: 05 23 123, 
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arted the FBI Office, 14th 
fatoahee, Ala „ at 1:22 p. u. , 

ich 26, 1969, © ute to. the U. | „ Commissioner's . 
‘ice, located in * e 9. 8. Courthouse „ Sth Avenue and 

th Street. e arrived at the U. 8. Commissioner's 
fice in the v. 8. Courthouse at 1: 29 p.m. on March 26, 
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5 Toctdental to. the arrest of EUGENE THOMAS and aj 
i bekeca be 71 yn, the following items were removed fron; Te 1 
Die person by u 7 the Birmingham Office of 
F OF IHN Igation. A receipt for this property 
was furnished to ‘EUGENE THOMAS on March 26, 1965, The following 


pages contain copies of the items of interest, 


First, a commission card designating EUGENE THOMAS 
as a Special Constable for the purpose of law enforcement only. 


The second is a small metal police badge bearing . 
the name G, THOMAS, Special Police, Fairfield, Alabama. : 
The third, a commission card entitle2 commission: 

for special policeman, City of Bessemer, State of Alabama. 
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In einde ten with the serving of a search warrant, 
: earved on Mrs. FLOSSIE LOISE THOMAS, wife of EUGENE THOMAS 
a 362°. 12th Avenue, North, Bessemer, Alabana, on March u, 1965, 
nd in connection with „ Consent to Search statement voluntarily 
furnished by Mrs. FLOSSIE LOISE THOMAS concerning her 1958 
Oldsmobile bearing 1965 Alabama license 1B-19643, the following 
articles 2 as peescated below: 


Article: 


— — 


1 - Smith & Wesson 
„38 revolver, « 
SN C418827 N 


6 rounds R-P. 38 
Special ammunition 


1 2.38 Smith and 
Wesson snub- 
nosed revolver 
SN 179485 


5 rounds .38 
caliber ammunition 
(4 — REM-UMC 38 
‘special, 1 R-P 
38 special) 


1 box Peters 12 
. gauge SP extra long’ 
rang shotgun shells 


3 boxes Winchester 
38 special ammuni- 
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6 Remington .38 
special rounds $f 
ammunition in box 


1 Revelation 12 
gauge shotgun she\l 
4 


1 Newport Model CN. 
double barrel sawed, 
off shotgun, Serial 4 
Number T70594 A 
1 box Remington 

12 gauge shotgun 
shells : 
containing 21 shells 


1 box of spent .38 
caliber shells 


6 rounds Peters 
„38 caliber 
ammunition 
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In co ection with a search conducted at the 
UGENE 1519 12th Avenue North, 
0 ener, Alabama, ee to a search warrant dat ed 
ar » 1965, the following articles were observed 
* ‘the residey se of EUGENE eee and are as follows: 


ree kene ot 
ener, Al 


1 bullwhip 


1 rusty chain, 30 
in length 


1 rubber hose, meta 
lined, apptoxi- 
mately 15" in length 


White Klan robe and 
hood 


5 United Klans of 
America applications 


J 
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41 11: 16 a. u., March 26, 1965, WILLIAM ORVILLE - 
EATON was apprehended at his residence, Route 6. Box 866, 
- Bessemer, Alabama,.by SAS b Ky — 
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W ee 2 , 1965. 


, "Was toen trans- 
from bis condom 6, Route 6, 666, Bessener, 
to FBI Heade uarters, 2121 n Birminghan, 

The arrival time at FBI Headquarters was 12:06 p. n., 
March 26, 1965. 
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ee | oe . a Date 3/26/65 


WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON 
Address Route 6, Box 866 
Bessemer, Alabama 
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(Description of EATON continued) 


Birth , April 12, 1923 
| Limestone County, Alabama 
Height 572 
Weight | 1864 pounds 
Hair | 1788 Brown, balding 
Eyes Blue 
Scars and marks One 4“ operation scar 
stomach; one 4" Scar 
left leg; tattoo U. 8. Army" 
left arm, upper. 


Relatives Wife - MIRIAN MARIE EATON 
Same address 


Son - WILLIAM 0, EATON, JR. 
Age 14, same address 


Son - EARL JOSEPH EATON, 
Age 17, same address 


Son - JAMES ELLIOT EATON, 
Age 10, same address 


Son JOHN EATON 
Age 7, same address 


Daughter - PAMELA SUE EATON 
Age 4, game address 


Occupation Retired steel port helper, 
, Tennessee Coal and Iron, 
Fairfield, Alabama 


Military service U. 95 Ar ny 
January 23, 1940, to 
January 1, 1946. Discharge 
honor able. Ary Serial 
Number 20417902 
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(Description of EATON continued) 


Social Security Number 423-18- 
 \ Alabama Driver's License 1412272 
Selective Service Number 1-69-23-422 


é *. 8 0 2: s 
a 92 —— 3 ¢- va tows Se a7. 


* 4. 
* * ° ® . „ ‘ .@ 
oe. « a2 „ „. Per © * - 8 


coe {f" ns 


— 


rn (Ren. 1-88-40) erm. BUREAU OF — 
„ „ . ee e Bt c os 


1 3 . Derg March 27, 1965 


— 


At 12:56 p. n., March 26, 1965, EATON was photographed 
in the FBI Office. At 1:01 p.m. on March 26, 1965, EATON 


was fingerprinted in the FBI Office. The fingerprinting 
was completed at 1:06 p. n. 


_1:22 p.m., March 26, 1965, BATON was transported 
by SAs nd from the FBI Office vo the 
office of U. 8. er LOUISE O. CHARLTON, Room 300, 5/7C— 


Federal Building, Birmingham, Alabama. EATON arrived at 
Mrs. CHARLTON's office at 1:36 p.m., March 26, 1965. 
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* 
The following information was an from the valiet 
of WILLIAM o. EATON: . 


i one note i the words JO ANNE SKATES, 1617 
Birkley Avenue, *** Alabama 


(2) One note bearing the name FRANK ELLIOTT, 425-3827 
(3) Note - sold to JOHN POINTS, 1950 Ford 1 blue truck, 
3 9-28-64, for $85.00 signed . o. EATON. Milner Exchange 
Hotel, 262-8371 _ : 
(4) Note bearing the name C. A. DOCKINS, 787-4388. 
(5) Note bearing the numbers 271 
In addition to the above, Mr. EATON had, in his possession, 
tae following described medicines: 
Coumadin, 5 mg., prescription #4243, Dr. HUTTO 
Prescription #93219, Dr. v. B. HUTTO 
Nitroglycerine 1/150 gr. (0:4 mg.) 
Butisol Sod, 4 gr., Prescription #42942, Dr. HUTTO. 
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Date 


At 11: 05 a.m., March 26, 1968, COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, 
I., 4005 - 40th Way, Fairfield, Alabama, was arrested at 
Highway 11, Bessener, Alabama, while driving a two-tone 
reen Chevrolet, bearing 1965 Alabara License Numbe 237863. 
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At 11: 09 RoR.» WILKINS was winced in an automobile 


of the FB en to FBI Headquarters by SAs N 
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‘WILKINS Was photographed and 1 
0 ice in the company of Agents 
1:21 p. u. 
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Date 


March 27, 1965 


Name 3 COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR. 
also known as 
Lee Wilkins 

Birth | July 25, 1943 
Birminghan, Alabama 

Height §'9" 

Weight 195 pounds 

Eyes i Blue 

Ha ir Dark brown 

Build Stocky 

Complexion Medium 

Education Fairfield High School, 
quit in llth grade. 

Occupation Automobile mechanic - 
self-employed 

Military Service None 
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cbeser ipt 10n of COLLIE LEROY WILKINS continued) 


Selective Service No. 


Parents 


Brothers 


Sister 


Marital status 


Scars and marks 


- °° K» „„ %% „„ „% «„ 


pr ior arrests 


Prior employments 


je — — „* . 
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1-122-43-393 

Registered with Selective 
Service Local Board 122, 
46043 Cary Avenue, Fairfield, 
Alabama. 
Registered July 31, 1961. 


COLLIE LEROY WILKINS + father, 


4005 - 40th Way; 

ALICE ELIZABETH WILKINS, 
Nee Aust in mother 
4005 - 40th Way 
Fairfield, Alabama 


GLEN WILKINS, 4 years, 
at home 
JAMES WILKINS, 12 years, 


at home. 


MARIE WILKINS, 16 years, 
at home 


Single - never married 


Appendix scar on abdomen 


1961-62, Midfield, Alabama, 


Driving While Intoxicated; 


1963-64, Hueytown, Alabama; 


FFA; 
1964, Béssemer, Alabama, 
AIM (Assault With Intent to 


Mur der) 


United Motor Freight, 
Birmingham, mechanic, 6 months, 
1964 until December 31, 1964; 
Don Drennan Motor Conpany, 
Birmingham, mechanic, 4 years, 


1960, early part of 1964 


Characteristics Sometimes wears glasses. 
Vehicle owned 1946 Chevrolet pick-up 


truck, white, red, green, 
rusted. 
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‘Date — 29, 1965 


: — to a search warrant issued by LOUISE O. 
CHARLTON, United States Commissioner, Birmingham, on March 26, 
1965, the living quarters of COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, In., 
who resides with bie Parents . Mr. ang Wis. COLLIE hig 
WILKINS, SR., aty | ) 
searched by SAs | - 
search warrant was presented g Ur. . | 
their residence, by SA at which time Mr. 
WILKINS stated that he would interpose no objections to 
the search. . 


There was located in a closet of the room normally 
occupied by COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR., and his younger brother, 
one Wards Western Field Repeating Rifle, Model 31A, .22 caliber, 
long rifle, which was disengaged from the stock, and contained 
in a brown Canvas carrying case. No ammunition tor this rifle 


was located. ‘et 


id 


A copy of the search warrant as issued by United 
States Commissioner LOUISE O. CHARLTON was left with Mr. and 
Mrs. WILKINS, SR., reflecting the above described rifle had 


been taken, dursuant to the search warrant, by 8 
— 48 M at 5:30 P.M. on March 26, 1965. 
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X. 
U. 8. Marshal’s Office, 
: Birmingham, | ila Wised that EUGENE THOMAS, GARY THOMAS 
ROWE, M., and "WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON were released on $50,000 
bond at 9:30 p. n., March 26, 1965. 


She advised that COLLIE LEROY WILKINS was not 
released on March 26, 1965, as he was held on a probation 
violator's warrant issued by U.S. District Judge C. v. 
ALGOOD, Birmingham, Alabama. said that WILKINS 69c : 
was subsequently released on . Bönd for the warrant 
in connection with the shooting of victim, Mrs. ANTHONY J. 
LIUZZO and an additional $500 bond on the probation violator's 
warrant. WILKINS was released at approximately 2:30 p.m., 
March 29, 1965. 
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Dete ' March 27, 1965 


At 1:41 p.m. on March 26, 1965, WILLIAM ORVILLE 
‘EATON, EUGENE THOMAS and COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR., appeared 
‘before U. 8. Commissioner LOUISE o. CHARLTON, Ron 300, 
Federal Building, Birmingham, Alabama. All three men were 
represented by Attorney MATT MURPHY. The U. 8. Government 
was Fepreseated by Assistant U. 8. Attorney R. MACEY TAILOR. 


Mr. TAYLOR Aries the U. 8. Commissioner that 
warrants had been issued for EATON, THOMAS and WILKINS in 
the Middle District of Alabama on March 26, 1965, for viola- 
tion of Title 18, U. 8. Code, Section 241. Mr. TAYLOR pes 
further stated the original warrant had not arrived at 
that time in Birmingham but should be in the possession of 
the U. 8. Marshal in Birmingham on or before March 29, 1965. 


At this time U. 8. dennis fene CHARLTON stated that 
she would then set a temporary bond for the above three men. 
Mr. TAYLOR asked the Commissioner if she wished the recommen- 
dation of the U. S. Attorney's Office pertaining to the amount 
of the bond. The U. S. Commissioner stated she did not , 
wish this recommendation and then set bond for each of the 
three above-listed men at $50,000 each. 


At this point, EATON, THOMAS and WILKINS were 
‘placed in the custody of the U. S. Marshal in Birminghan, 
Alabama, in lieu of bond. 
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825 se A - LOUISE. 0. CHARLTON, v. 8. e Nele 
5 AMabans, issued the following Search warrants on affidavits 
sworn to by SA MARVIN u. EUBANKS on March 26, 1965: | 


, '  Commissioner’s Docket #75, Case #18408, for the 
search of Apartment #35-A, 203 16th Place Southwest, 
Birminghan, Alabama, the residence of GARY ons ROWE, JR. 


Commissioner's Docket #75, Case #18406, for the 
search of the residence and automobile of WILLIAM ORVILLE 
EATON, Route 6, Box 866, Bessemer, Alabama. 


Commissioner 's Docket #75, Case #18409, for the 
search of the residence and automobile of EUGENE THOMAS, 
1519 — 12th Avenue, North, Bessemer, Alabama. 


Commissioner's Docket #75, Case #18407, for the 
search of the residence and ‘autombile of COLLEY LEROY WILKINS, 
JR., 4005 40th Way, Birmingham, Alabama. 


On March 26, 1965, the above-described search warrant 
issued in Case #18406. was returned unexecuted. 
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. According to f — 
~“pucens THOMAS has been an active member of the B: 
ee ly United Klans of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku 
Klux un. 


K — nee 9 advised on 
March 29, 1965, that EUGENE THOMAS is presently an active 
member of —— 1 8 13, UKA, Inc., KKKK. 


WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON 


March 29, 1965, that WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON is a member at 
the present time of Bessemer Klavern Number 13, UKA, Inc., 
. 


GARY THOMAS nom, JR. 


advised on 
March 29, 1965, that he knew Gi | OR, MR., aS a 
member of the Eastview Klavern Number "13, UKA, Inc., KKKK, 
for several years. 


COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR. 


March 29, 1965, that COLLIE LEROY WILKi „ 48 a member 
„ at the present time of Bessemer Klavern Number 13, UKA, Inc., 
DA. 9. 
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n STATES DEPARTMENT OF TICE 
1 BUREAU OF INVESTICAT! 


' ‘Birmingham, Alabama 


Character 


Reference 


March 30, 1965 


EUGENE THOMAS; 

WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON; 
COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR.; 
GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. 

LEROY JEROME MOTON = VICTIM 


CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 


Report of Assistant Special Agent 
In Charge Robert G. Jensen, 

dated March 30, 1965, at 
Birmingham, Alabama 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 


information in the past. 


* ——B EO AG ¶——Bͤ eer ee - °e@¢@ = 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property ofthe FST and is loaned to 
Four agency; it and its contents are not to be vr eee 


tee your agency. 


- — — 2 2 ⏑ POND SEO — 2 E 


* 


Records of Superior Court of Fulton Counts, 2 
1 reflect that this Klan organization was granted 
corporate charter on February 21, 1961, at Atlanta, . 
- Georgia, under the name United Kilians, Knights of the Ku 
Klux Klan of America, Inc. 


A source advised on February 27, 1961, that 
United Klans was formed as a result of a split in U. 8. 
Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc. According to 
the source, the split resulted from a ieadership dispute 
and United Klans has the same aims and objectives as 
the parent group. These are the promotion of — 
white supremacy and segregation of the races. 


| The first source and a second source advised 

in July, 1961, that United Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan of America, Inc., merged with Alabama Knights, Knights 
of the Ku Klux Klan. The merged organization established 
headquarters in Suite 401, the Alston Building, Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama. (The organization is directed by ROBERT SHELTON, 
Imperial Wizard, and is the dominant Klan group in the 
South with units in several Southern States.) 


Second source advised that at a meeting ac 
Prattville, Alabama, on October 22, 1961, the U. S. Klans, 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, merged with the United Klans 
of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. 


Third source advised on September 24, 1964, that 
the United Klans is currently an active organization, with 


Klaverns in several Southern states; that ROBERT M. SHELTON ~- 


was re-elected Imperial Wizard on September 5, 1964, at 

a National Klonvocation in Birmingham, Alabama. The National 

14 ‘remains in Suite one Alston Building, Tuscaloosa, 
labama.: 


£0 


? . 
— MERE 


ar 2 
— — . —— c aie 


4 — 
pile he 
* 


= 


2 
— 


N Te 
— igs 
> * 
8 


* 


a of 


— DB itt catty an 


e 


Section 3 
KKK 


Murder of 
Viola Liuzzo 


91 * 

vee : a Date: 3/30/65 

| — —— 8 | + "(Type in plaintext er code) 
oo... Airtel 3 


ie: . N 12 


—— — a a a © oh — oe a ae —— aE ww oO a — a oF 2 ow OF ow a ew — — — — ee eee — — ee — . OS OS OOO DS OT 


* 


SAC, Birmingham 7 


From: Director, -¥BI 4 VVV ee e 1 


EUGENETHOMAS, et I.; 
VIOIA LIUZZO - VIC 
CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS 
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Enclosed are two copies each of the Identification Records . q 


of subjects. 


a | 
The details of the arrests should be obtained and furnished 
to the Bureau together with the dispositions of the arrests. 


Enclicsures (8) 44 | a 5 
f LC 0 5U 


J 
Origi us e: not be l. 
ong is on record W. dil 
eitel tS receivd in R. . s 
b. anch it will be filed c .- 


with uns Copy or may be iver 
a new serial. 


5 
| ee A 1 
ee Fei. 


a 


(8) 


5 08.8 
527 


NIA. 


8 — 
— 
0 - 
0 ; 4 4 
— 
. * 7 
* N 
a | 0 
. 
— * 
* 
* 
„ > 
>. 
. * 9 


5 ! 


N 


ans esi. 


7 
— 


mm 


OP ey 12 

ae pes 
ö i n — 
* . N. 


4 * 


meee eth Mies og ye 


+ 


f ＋ 
21.4 


2729 2. a oe BY sme ~ . . aS 
. . PN e r 215 oe , 
ee 24. - * ——— — 17. 2 99.2 om 2 2 17 5 * seein? 
2 A * 1 3 ane te * * 22225 "Sa. - = 4 4 7 2 ttt * 3 By “8 d 
= an : „. 3 * 1 te . see St . Ar 7 ernest =. 
1 4 F * ade’ * 2 9 tie 1 Foy 572 
5 ° ° ° ug . 8 9 : 3 2 3 g 0 4 2 „ 9 * 42 ) 3 ; — ‘ * 
. = en * ? 4 * * as: . rig ee . ae . Py: 2 ‘ — Ce x 4, pe a i= vic „ 4 * 
a . 5 C z Ae. . de 


| 


i . 
t 


— — — — PB — . 


0 Cc — — ie wart os SERA Ee! ‘poe 


Ar. Belmont 
A. les 


UNRY OZ N SUINTCTS; ‘ee 
VL. AAU: 20. Viens ey as ~ Mr, Swenson 
CIVIL RIGHTC - ELECTION LAWS 1 Mg. BicGowan / yy Sir. — 


att §:30 a. m., the White llouse operator called stating 3 
he received a telcp’:one call from a person who sal he was * 
Er. Anibony J. LX 20, 1837 Marlow, Detroit, Michigan, add . 
stat od be was the brsbtend of ira. Lato who was Lilled in ates, 
Alahoma last night and wanted to spoab to the Fresidert. bo 275 
White Bouse operator wanted to verify whether or not the cala 
is the victim's Susbend siace ff it ia the victim's husband Rogers - 
the Cresisent probally will call hic this Borsig. — oo i 
Ine Operstor was advised that, ol cocrse, we had o 
means of idcatifyine the person who called the “ Alte Rouse. However, _ 
Bre. Lulzzo's driver's Ucease shows that abe resided at the above 
address in Tetroit and the Detroit City Directory ehows that one 
AntLony J. Liuzzo, whose wife is Viola * 2 at the 
game address. wee 
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DINECTOR, 751 i 
ATTN: IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 


SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1236) (P) 


n ei, ET AL 


° VIOLA 101220, aka. 
Mrs. Ant bony J. Luizgzo, . i 
Ege © (ata * — vicrns 


- Sransnitted Wa tor the assistance * i Mo 2 
tho Bureau are threo fingerprint cards, one for subject 
WILLIAM OAVILLE EATON, one for subioct EUGENE T — 
ene for subject COLLIE LEROY VWILELKS. . 9 ae 


In addition to the three separate Siewert gs 
@ards there are also being furnished at this tine three 
photos of each subject. Those photos represent a front .. 
side view = each — * ae ae 
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AIRTEL 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 


7 ron: SAC, DETROIT (44-643) QE 


UNSUBS; MURDER OF vz0LA4.10220, 
3/25/65; LEROY JEROME MOTON - VICTINS 
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAYS 


~ 


ff Neu telephone calls to Detroit, Selma telephone call to 
-Detroit, both 3/26/65, and Detroit teletype to Bureau and 
Selma, 3/26/65. 5 | 


Saclosed is Lil regarding Bubject. 


. NE 

3 - Bureau CauspPENCLOSU a 

2 = Mobile (Info) (Enc. 1) asp) 
i ~ Selma (Enc. 2) (AMSD) 


. leu, e, 
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Original cannot be located 
and is on record. When 
original is received in Records 
Branch it will be filed either 
‘with this copy or may be given 
8 new S$ rial. 
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Detroit, Michigan 
March 7" 1065 


Unknown Bubjects; 

Murder of Viola Liusso, 
March 25, 1065; 

leroy Jerome Moton — Victins 


Records Division, Michigan O7c 
Secretary of State's Mies, Lansing, Michigan, on March 36, , 
1965, advised that 1663 Glanasbile ¢ coupe, with 1865 Michigan *: . 
license EJ 9177, is registered to Anthony J. Liuszo at 1937 a 
Marlove, Detroit, Michigan. This vehicle one — „ 4 
- Identification Nusber 63260486. a, te eee ee 


. Drivers Service Division, ba 
Michigan Secretary Office, advised that operators 
license number L200-847-015-283 was issued April 16, 1063. 
to Viola Liuzzo, born April ll’, 1025, residing at 19375 .- —..—.-: 

*- Marlowe, Detroit. The license "described Viola Liurze aa 


female, blond hair, bray eyes, 5'2)", 127 pounds. 


„Identification Division, bre ; 

Detroit Police Departsent, advised that Viola 1 16375 - 
Marlowe, Detroit, Michigan, born on April 11, 1925, was | 
arrested June 16, 1964, charged with "failing to send children - 
to school.” The arrest card indicated that Viola Fauver oo == 
Liugzo, of 19375 Marlowe, a resident of Detroit for 13 yeara - = - 
prior to June 16, 1964, had been arrested by officers of the - 
Detroit Police Department on June 16, 1964, at 8:45 a.m. at 5 
13865 Schaefer, Detroit, Michigan. Viola Fauver Liuezo was . 
arrested on warrant 208967 on the complaint of Mr. William 
dakin, 5057 Woodward, Detroit, Michigan, the Jatter being 
associated with the Detroit Board of Education. The 3 
ef the arrest das sbown as one yoar probation and §50.00 fine. | 


The court file was Detroit Becorders Court file oka ai 
amber 208967, | 7 . . 5 


„ wl ee age 
5 March 26, 168, advised that be recalled the case concerning | 3 
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Unknown Subjects; 
Murder of Viola Liuzzo, 
March 25, 1865; 

Leroy Jerome Moton = Yictins 


Viola Liuzzo, and stated that he tas of the opinion that 
Viola Liuzzo was a professional crusader. Her complaint 

at the time she was brought before him on a charge of failure 
to send children to school, was the fact that in Detroit 
children are permitted to drop out of school at the age of 

16 and Viola Liuzzo felt that the children should aot be | 
permitted to drop out of school until reachig the age of 16, ee 
ot that reason she refused to pend me own ee go. mess 
ec N . 


if Sco mt By —— 


Judge Joseph Gillis stated that he atin _— 
case from June 16, 1964, to September, 1964, hoping that = _— 
Viola Liuzzo vould be able to adjust this matter without his _ 
aid and that during that period he received a letter ren 
the Detroit Board of Education advising that they did t 
desire to prosecute. Judge Gillis stated that he eas willing. - 

to drop the matter but that Viola Liuzzo insisted on being = | 
tried and entered a plea of guilty, and that he then place 
her on one year's probation with a fine of $50.00. Judge 
Gillis stated that after the trial he received information - - . 
from the Probation Department of the Detroit Recorders Court 
that Viola Liuzzo was emotionally disturbed and 3 to one 
be on the verge of a servous breakdown. i e 


The records of the Detroit Division ** that a 
one Viola Liuzzo had addressed a letter to the “Detroit — 2 
Press," a newspaper published daily at Detroit, flichigan, An = . i 
which Viola Liuzzo belittled the United States "Government's 5 
eharges against Janes I. Hoffa, President of the Taternational © 
Brotherhood of Tpansters 
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To: Director, FBI ; Att.: Civil Rights Section 
_ General — Division 


From: BAC. _DSTROIT (44-643) 


— — 2 
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Subject: UNSUBS; MURDER OF W. 3 ag 
3/25/65; LEROY JEROME MOTON- —---- eee | 

VICTIMS ; CIVIL RIGHTS <— ELECTION LAWS ae ee 
O BOMBING MATTERS -THREATS NW RACIAL MATTERS „ 


Re Detroit airtel with IM, 3/27/65. 


Enclosed are eight copies of a letterhead memorandun. eee 
eaptioned matter, 


Two copies are. being furnished Secret Service and oe 
ene G-2 both Detroit, Michigan. 


gus sR 


Original cannot be wzaicd 
and is on record. When 
criz)..31 is received in R. co:ds 

: Branch it . ul be filed C.. : -f 
i with uus Copy or nay Le E. an 
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AT APPROXIMATELY ELEVEN FORTY AM, CST, THIS DATE AUSA R. MACEY 
TAYLOR ADVISED THAT IN CONNECTION ‘WITH THE PROBATION VIOLATORS 
WARRANT WHICH HAD BEEN ISSUED FOR COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, HE vas OF THE 
OPINION THAT WILKINS SHOULD BE RELEASED ON BOND. ‘TAYLOR SAID HE HAD 
DISCUSSED THIS MATTER WITH USDJ SEYBOURN R. LYNNE WHO WAS IN AGREEME 
THAT WILKINS SHOULD BE RELEASED ON A SMALL BOND WHICH WOULD 
CORRESPOND WITH WHAT 18 NORMALLY DONE WITH PEOPLE WHO ARE ARRESTED | : 
ON PAROLE VIOLATORS WARRANTS, ‘TAYLOR SAID JUDGE LYNNE WAS OF THE — - 
OPINION THAT THE GOVERNMENT MIGHT BE SUBJECT TO CRITICISM IF THE 
NORMAL PROCEDURE WERE NOT FOLLOWED IN CONNECTION WITH THE PV WARRANT 
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BH 44-1236 
GOVERNMENT WOULD NEED SOME EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT THIS WARRANT, ‘TAYLOR 
WAS OF THE OPINION THAT THE MATTER INVOLVING THE SHOOTING WOULD, IN 
ALL PROBABILITY, BE RESOLVED BEFORE THE HEARING ON THE PV UAA. 
TAYLOR ALSO SAID THEY HAD RECEIVED NO INSTRUCTIONS bn 
WASHINGTON AS TO WHO WOULD BOLD THE PRELIMINARY HEARINGS OR WHAT 
INFORMATION WAS NECESSARY, HE SAID THAT USA MACON L, WEAVER WOULD 
BE IN TOWN LATER, AND IN ALL PROBABILITY WEAVER WOULD BE IN TOUCHE 
WITH WASHINGTON REGARDING THIS MATTER, ‘TAYLOR WAS ADVISED WE WERE 


IN NO POSITION TO FURNISH ANY INFORMATION NOR DID WE HAVE ANY 
INFORMATION REGARDING ANY DECISION, ‘TAYLOR WAS ADVISED THAT IN . 
ALL PROBABILITY THE DECISION IN THIS CASE WOULD BE MADE IN WASHINGTO 
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— the United Hans of America, 570 
Incorporated, ights of Ku Klux Klan (United Klans), 
are not active in Lowdes County, Alabama. Informant wy 7 9 
stated at one time there was a chapter in sowndes County, 


but this chapter was broken up. 


— advised he has spoken to a number of b20 
former Klansmen and other persons prone to violence 


who reside in the Lowndes County, Alabama, area and it 

is the general opinion of these people that they wanted 

mo violence to occur in Lowmdes nt in connection with ; 
the Selma to Montgomery march. advised that if d 20 


any violence occurred, it would be caused by persons other 


than persons from Lowndes County. | | 
. 1 570 
2 no mention „ 


Wen made of any action to protest the Selma to Nontgomery 
civil rights march. — stated that although oe 
individual Klansmen are upset about this march, these go # # ~— 
Klansmen stated they would follow Imperial Wisard 
ROBERT SHELTON's orders that nothing was to be done to . 
interfere with this march. 


. advised ROBERT CREEL, 52) 
Grand Dragon, eo abama, United Nans, has placed 


a call for all Klansmen in Alabama, South Carolina, North 
Carolina. and Georgia to join a motorcade from Patterson 
Field, Montgomery to Selma, Alabama, which was sched 
to leave Montgomery at 2:00 p.m., March 21, 1965. — b 20 
advised Klansmen in the motorcade were not to be armed age 
and that the motorcade would disperse at Selma, Alabama, — 
and the Klansmen were to take various routes home. 
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advised Klansmen b70 
were gathering & 1tterson Field at approximately 12:30 p.m. 
March 21, 1965. Informant advised ROBERT SHELTON, 
Imperial Wizard, and BOB CREEL, Grand Dragon, State ef 
Alabama, were in town for the motorcade and that 8 
50 cars had already gathered for the motorcade. 


| + ee advised that there 520 
were still some out-of-town Manssen in Montgomery, 3 
Alabama. Informant advised he had heard of no planned 

activity on the part of Klansmen to do anything in — 

to the Selma to seca cet dg Alabama, march. 
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advised 

Wnited Klans, met on March 4, >, and denounced any 
‘political support for L. B. SULLIVAN, Montgomery Police 

Commissioner, because SULLIVAN had allowed permits to 

be granted for Negroes to demonstrate in Montgomery. 

Informant advised that on March 11, 1965, the regularly 

scheduled meeting of Den 11, United Klans, Montgomery, 

Alabama, had met and that Elansmen were angry about 

civil rights agitators from outside the State of Alabama Sade wane 
coming to Montgomery and causing civil rights . 5 


7 


xalted Cyclops, Lawrenceville 
ag nited Klans, Montgomery, Alabama, had 
lah Klansmen who belonged to Confederate Den 11, 
United Nane, and asked them to participate in the 
demonstration by white people to be held on March 21, 1965, ~*~ 
to protest outside agitators being in Montgomery, Alabama. — 
This march was to originate in the Square in Montgomery ._ 
and go to the State Capitol where speeches were to be 4 
made, VANN did not indicate the organizations which were 
. to participate in the demonstration, but merely referred 22 
to wen as white people. Informant observed this naren 
and observed several persons in the march that he recognised 2 
as belonging to Lawrenceville Lodge 610, United clans, iy ae 


but was 3 to identify chen. verte ee ee 
„ e | 
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me advised groups ef 
a person d met 7 | wl, Montgomery, 
Alabama, and had waradee to the ‘Federal Building te 
protest the United States Government's assistance to 
outside agitators. This march was held on March 20, 


1965. 


neee advised that es by 
March 20, 18 INSON, Exalted Cyclops, 
Den 11, United "Kans, Montgomery, Alabama, had made a 
statement that the United States Government had issued 
an order permitting the Negroes to march and that the 
Negroes will march. WILKINSON stated the best thing 
to do was to stay away from the Selma to Nontgomery 

eil rights march and to follow the instructions of 

. Imperial Wizard ROBERT SHELTON by having nothing to do 

with this march. 


. ne has 70 
heard nothing concerning the ing of VIOLA LIVZ20 


from Klanamen. Informant is of the opinion the Klan 
will not meet in the Montgomery area for some time due 
to the fact that they believe they will be watched. 
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CIVIL RIGHTS —- ELECTION LAWS 


Investigation at Detroit disclosed VIOLA LIUZZO had been 
involved in an arrest under Warrant #208967, in Detroit, on a 
charge of failing to send children to school. She was fined 
$50 and placed on one year's probation. The sentencing judge 
stated in his opinion VIOLA LIUZZO was a professional crusader; 
that she was convicted only because she insisted on being con- 
victed. Several unmailed letters found in Mrs. LIUZZO's 
automobile after death describe her feelings over the demon- 
stration in which she was participating indicating she vw: 
Ceeply involved emotionall de movement. , 
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Interviews with habitues of the Silver Moon Cafe, Selma, 
failed to disclose any further corrobaation of the presence of 
the subjects there. Two Craig AFB students describe an incident 
on the highway wherein they placed an individual near the crime 
scene who answers Victim MOTON's description. 


The results of the pos t-nor ten investigation conducted 
by the State of Alabama, Department of Toxicology and Crispinal 
Investigation, assessed the cause of the Victim's death as the 
bullet wound which almost completely severed the spinal cord at 
the base of the brain. No other significant findings were -- - 
noted in the post-mortem report. . 


A certified copy of the birth record for the Viet is 
LIUZZO has been secured. 
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BACKGROUND OF VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO 


—— Senet — 


10 44-1245 


By communication of March 27, 1965, the Detroit 
Office advised as follows: 


Records Division, Michigan 572 
Secretary OF" e's | „ Lansing, Michigan, on March 26, 

1965, advised that 1963 Oldsmobile coupe, with 1965 Michigan 
license EJ 9177, is registered to ANTHONY J. LIUZZO at 19375 
Marlowe, Detroit, Michigan. This — — — 


identizication Number — < | F 


| Drivers“ service Division, bee 
Michigan Secretary of State's Office, advised that operator's 
license number L200-847-015-283 was issued April 16, 1963, 
to a VIOLA LIUZZO, born April 11, 1925, residing at 15375 
Marlowe, Detroit. The license described VIOLA LIUZZO as 
female, blond hair, gray eyes, 8231“, 127 pounds. 


Identification Division, | bee 
Detroit Police Department, advised that a VIOLA LIUZZO, 19375 
Marlowe, Detroit, Michigan, born on April 11, 1925, was 
arrested June 16, 1964, charged with “failing to send children . 
to school.” The arrest card indicated that a VIOLA FAUVER | 
LIUZZO, of 19375 Marlowe, a resident of Detroit for 13 years 
prior to June 16, 1964, had been arrested by officers of the 
Detroit Police Department on June 16, 1964, at 8:45 a.m. at 
13365 Schaefer, Detroit, Michigan. VIOLA FAUVER LIUZZO was 
arrested on warrant 208967 on the complaint of Mr. WILLIAM 
LAKIN, 8057 Woodward, Detroit, Michigan, the latter being : 
associated with the Detroit Board of Education. The disposition 
of the arrest was shown as one year probation and $50.00 fine. 


The court file was Detroit Recorders Court 11e 
nunber 208967. | 


Detroit Recorders Court Judge JOSEPH GILLIS, on 
March 26, 1965, advised that he recalled the case concerning 
VIOLA LIUZZO, and stated that he was of the opinion that 
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at the time she was brought before him on a charge of failure | 
to send children to school, was the fact that in Detroit “ie 
children are permitted to drop out of school at the age of 


VIOLA LIUZZO was a professional crusader. Her complaint — Fe Be: ie 
*. 


46 and VIOLA LIUZZO felt that the children should not be HOE are 3 : 
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permitted to drop out of school until an the age of 18, 
and 5 that reason she refused to send her own children to 
schoo 


Judge JOSEPH GILLIS stated that he adjourned the 
case from June 16, 1964, to September, 1964, hoping that 
VIOLA LIUZZO would be able to adjust this matter without his 
aid and that during that period he received a letter fron 
the Detroit Board of Education advising that they did not 
desire to prosecute. Judge GILLIS stated that he was willing ~-~--—- 
to drop thematter but that VIOLA LIUZZO insisted on being 
tried and entered a plea of guilty, and that he then placed 
her on one year's probation with a fine of $50.00. Judge 
GILLIS stated that after the trial he received information 
from the Probation Department of the Detroit Recorders Court 
that VIOLA LIUZZO was emotionally disturbed and appeared to 
be on the verge of a nervous breakdown. 


The records of the Detroit Division indicate that 
one VIOLA LIUZZO had addressed a letter to the "Detroit Free 
Press," a newspaper published daily at Detroit, Michigan, in 
which VIOLA LIUZZO belittled the United States Government's 
charges against JAMES R. HOFFA, President of the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters. 
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the Philadelphia Division of the Federal Bureau 
of. bg pe te that a certification of birth 
for VIOLA FAUVER GREGG, who is the Victim LIUZZO, was 


obtained from the Department of Health, Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, on March 31, 
1965, is being forwarded to the Mobile Division. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dete March 9, 1965 


: Mr. JOHN STOLECKI, General Manager, 
Bama Department Store, 810 Southern By-Pass, Montgomery, 
advised he was in the store on March 25, 1965, when four 
men, all well-dressed in business suits, came into the 
store at approximately five or six P.M. 


He said two men were larger in frame 
than the other two and that all four appeared rough _—=—=_—s_ 


STOLECKI said that GEORGE LEONARD, a 
Salesman in the store, waited on the four men in the 
Sporting Goods Department. He said that one of 
these man had a scar from his eye to the lower portion 
of his nose. He stated that he could not remember on 
which side of the face this scar appeared. 


STOLECKI was shown photographs of 
WILKINS, ROWE, THOMAS and EATON. He said that he could 
not identify the photographs as being the same four 
men that were in the store on March 25, 1965. 
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Deve 88 


a 
RICHARD McDANIEL, Department * Bama gag 
Store, Montgomery, Alabama, advised that on Thursday, March 25 
» en inguired about "high povered rifle ammutiition. fie 


E "they vere dressed in suits end sport coats und ee 
meck ties, - 


ReDIF 0018 39 See sboe) 22M view the} sme were in 
the store inasmch as he vent to limch 12:30 to 1:00 FX that 


Gay, and the l men vere at the sporting 2 


P 


1 said one individual d inquire about .357 caliber 
emmmition. He said he told then about the Gum Shop which is 
close by on the Southern By Pass Highway to the East. McDANIEL 
‘was shown photographs of WU THOMAS, WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, 
GARY THOMAS ROWE, R., nd COLLIE LEROY WINS, and stated he 
could not identify the photographs as being identical with the 
& individuals in the store. 
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believed to be associated with the 

conversations he overheard und tele 

Gegk, believed that she was involved with the 
transportation and transporting civil rights denmstretors 
Between Selma and Montgomery.  .. 
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& that have not sold any rifle or pistol 
eum ition to people they did not know since last Wednesday, 
March 2h, 1965. 


On March 1, 1965, Special Agent —— b 72 
ascertained the following information from Major Genera 
ALFRED HARRISON, Adjutant General for State of Alabama; 


The military personne i guarding the route 
the March on March 25, 1965 in Montgomery, was integrated 
with units from the 503 MP Battalion (regular Army), Ft. 
Bragg, North Carolina; the 3lst MP Company, Alabama National 


Guard from Birmingham; and the 156th MP Battalion, Headquarters, 
from Linden, Alabama. 8 


mere is no record of names or ranks of persons 
stationed at particular points along the parade route, and 


other than the above, there is no way of pinpoining the name 
or rank of any individual. 


fhe remaining manner of determining the identity 
of this Major would be to interview all majors assigned to 
the above listed units. 
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Dete 405 


2 
: Photographs of the following busincss establishments 
were teken using a 4x5 Speed Graphic Camera with Kodak fri-X fila: 


on northves' Comer of Ye: 1 
Alabama. nd. 


Jack's Grill, located 8 83. Highway 31 north ef 
Montgomery — and about + mile west of the overpass ; 


leading to the main entrance to Maxvell Air Force Base. Photo | 
oe Grill is located on north side of : 
Highway 31. — — — enters a 


014 Hick Bar-BQ Located a southvest corner of 
intersection of U. B. Highway 31 end Alabama Route M at 


Prattville, Alabama. This establishment is directly across 
Route 14 from the Go-Go Restaurant. 


| Restaurant, located on northvest corner of 
antersecticn 0 31 and Alabema Route 14 at 
88 This oto shovs a water tank in the 


background with the lettering "PRATTVILIE”. The tank is 
painted aluminum while the lettering is fuded red. This 
restaurant is directly north across Route 14 from the O14 
Hickory Bar-B-Q. 


The original negatives of these photos vere Geveloped 
in Montgomery, Alabama. 
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on April Re 1965, 1 of EUGENE THOMAS, 
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, GARY THOMAS 
ROWE, JR., and a 1962 Chevrolet, Impala, color red and 
white, bearing Alabama License 1B-36964, were shown to the 
following individuals with negative results: 


— ä — — E—— —Af—ñ—ͤ Rint GELS ARES — : 


CEARLES FREEMAN, Owner, Freeman's Amoco Station, 
Route #6, Box 35-A, Montgomery, Alabama; 


NORMAN WELCH, Manager, Taylor's American Station, 
2310 Birminghas Highway, Montgomery, Alabama. 


Nr. FREEMAN stated he is the owner and operator of 
Freeman's Amoco Station, and remains at the station until. 
Closing time each night. He stated he can think of no one 
else who wes at the station, other than himself, on March 25, 
1965, between the hours of 8:30 and 9:00 PM. 


Mr. WELCH stated he is the manager of Taylor's 
American Station and was the only employee there during the 
evening of March 25, 1965. Mr. WELCH further stated that 
on March 25, 1965, Taylor’s American Station was closed at 
about 8:00 Pu, which is the normal closing time for each 
Thursday. 


It is to be noted that the above-described 
American Service Stations were the only ones observed on 
Highway #31, North, from the North City Limits of Montgomery, _ 
Alabama, to within fifty miles of Birmingham, Alabama. . 


u. TOM JOXES, American 011 Company Distributor 
in Montgomery, Alabapa, advised that all 
charge tickets for March 25, 1965, have been forwarded to — hh 


the Credit Department, American 011 Company, 910 Michigas — 
a Avenue, , Illinois. 
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SPENCER EUGENE COONER, home address, Route #1, : 
Townley, Alabama, employed as lineman, Alabama Power Company, 
advised that he has been in Selma since January 25, 1965, 
working on cross-country power lines to the Dan River Project. 


He related that he eats dinner regularly at three 
Pla restaurants in Selma, one of which is the Silver Moon 
e. 


COONER recalls eating at the Silver Moon Cafe on 
Thursday evening, March 25, 1965. He estimates that he 
arrived at the cafe at approximately 7:00 PM and stayed 
from 45 minutes to an hour. 


COONER does not recall observing any well-dressed 
individuals in the cafe. He was shown photographs of subjects 
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, EUGENE THOMAS, COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, 

-, and GARY THOMAS ROWE, R., but he could not identify then 
as being individuals he had ever seen. He was also shown 
a photograph of a 1962 Chevrolet, white over red. and advised 
that he could not recall having seen this vehicle in the area 
of the Silver Moon Cafe at any tine. 


COONER explained that he always goes to dinner with 
a group of four or five other Alabama Power Company employees 
who work on the same crew that he does. Whenever this group 
goes into a restaurant for dinner, they always sit at the same 
table, converse among themselves, and generally do not 
associate, pay any attention to, or converse with local 
eit isens who may be in the restaurant. 


COONER could furnish no further information. 
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x Dete _3A145 
1 


; DAVID GAMBLE, also known as SHORTY, 1214 Railroad, 
was interviewed at his residence and furnished the following 
information: — 


| He advised that he works on a part-time basis at 
the Silver Moon Cafe, 138 Washington Street, between the hours 
of 6:00 p.m. and midnight on Fridays and Saturdays. 11e 
duties consist of washing dishes and cleaning the restaurant 
on these two days. 


oe He stated that on March 25, 1965, he was not working 
at the Silver Moon Cafe, and the first time that he heard that 
@ person was killed on Highway 80 east of Selma was that 
evening while he was watching television, and a news bulletin 
‘was flashed over television concerning the killing. 


le advised that he could not furnish any information in 
connection with this killing nor did he hear of anyone who may 
have been involved in the killing of VIOLA LIUZZO the night ef 
March 25, 1965. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dete 3/30/65 


Mr. MORRIS PERRY, 2520 Water Street, advised that 
he recalls being in the Silver Moon Cafe on Thursday, March 
25, 1965, at approximately 3:00 PM for a little while after 
which de "left. He said later on that evening between 6:00 
and 6:30 PM, he came back to the Silver Moon Cafe where he 
met HUGHIE CLAY NICHOLS, a fellow employee at Baggett Trans- 
fer Company who was already in the cafe. He said that they 
aad a cup of coffee together, during which NICHOLS told hin 
about a trip he was making for the company hauling material 
to various nearby cities and also to Birminghanm, Alabama. 

PERRY stated that he was on vacation and had planned to take 
a ride with NICHOLS on this trip, and after approximately 0 
minutes in the cafe, he went across the street to the Coffee 
Pot Cafe to call his mother to tell her he was going on this 
trip and would be away from home over night, whereupon they 
3 in a company truck end returned to Selma the next 

ay. 


PERRY recalled that PETE LACKEOS and domi LARSON 
were the only two people he can specifically remember who 
were working at the Silver Moon but could not recall what 
other customers, if any, were in there at that time. Ze 
stated that he and NICHOLS sat at a table in front of the 
juke box, and he did not notice any strangers, 0 
four men dressed in suits. 


PERRY stated he was unable to identify photographs 
of COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, EUGENE THOMAS, WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, 
and GARY THOMAS ROWE as anyone he has ever seen and getated 

he did not notice a 1962 Chevrolet, white over red, parked | 
anywhere around the Silver Moon that evening. 


He stated that he recalls seeing photographs 
in the newspapers of the four men arrested in Birminghan, 
Alabama, for killing some white woman on the highway 
between Selma and Montgomery, Alabama, and at that tine 
looked them over carefully and did not recognize any of 
them as people he knew. 3 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 3/30/55 


1 


Flight Cadet SYED ZAHIRUL-HASAN ZAIDI, 3615th 
Student Squadron, Craig Air Force Base, Alabama, was 
advised of the identity of the interviewing Agents and 
the nature of the investigation, at which time he 
furnished the following information: 
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ZAIDI advised that on the trip to Dannelly and 
back to Craig, he did not notice any white ever red 
1962 Chevrolet Impalas. 


ZAIDI stated he was born April 21, 1944, at 
Pulwal, India, and he will be at Craig Field unt 11 
August 4, 1965. Af ter this time he can be contacted 
through Captain LIGON, Foreign Liaison Officer, 
Craig Field. ZAIDI's Service Number is PAK 4096 
and he currently resides at BOQ 376, Room 114. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dete _3/30/65 


Flight Cadet AAMER ALI SHARIEFF, 3615th Student 
Squadron, Craig Air Force Base, was advised of the 
identity of the interviewing Agents and the nature of 
the irvestigation. 


SHARIEFF stated that he is from Pakistan and 
is currently taking flight training with the United 
States Air Force. At about B e'clock on March 25... 
1965, he was driving his 1959 blue Corvette Sg ay 
with the top dom, bearing Texas license HZ 9576, from 
Dannelly Field, Montgomery, Alabama, to Craig Air Force 
Base, along on Highway 80, In the car with SHARIEFF 
was another air cadet from Pakistan by the name of 
SYED ZAHIRUL-HASAN ZAIDI. 
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After passing the man on the Highway, SHARIEFF 
Gid not. see him again as it was a dark night with no 
moon and he did not know whether or not this man fell 
Into a ditch on the side of the road, 


3 SHARIEFF stated he was born August 24, 1946, at 
Nyderbad Deccan, India. He expects to be at Craig 
Pield until N 4, 1965. After this date, contact 
can be made with him through Captain LIdok, Foreign 
Liaison Officer at Craig Field. He stated that his 
Service Number is PAK 4099 and he currently resides 


at 300 376, Room 124. e 
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was interviewed ind rurnigned the following information: 


He advised that he is an Alabama State Trenrer 
March 25, 1965, he was working with Patrolnen boc 
on a tour of duty exterding from 3 P.M. to 12 ght. 
He recalied he was on a rader surveillance on Highway 80 
Bast of Selma, Alakama, that evrrina. He did not observe 
a 1955 gray Ford with an out-of-state license plate earlier 
that evening and at 8:13 P.M. he want to supper. He advised 
that he returned to patrol duty in the same area with HA 
about 9:15 P.M., at which time he learned about a shooting 
which had occurred alona the highway. He received instructions 
to be alert for the ahove-mentioned Ford; however, he did not 
observe this automobile the remainder of his time on duty. 
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Dore March 30, 1965 


interviewed and furnished the follov nformation: 


—2 


ae advised that he is an Alabama State Trooper 
7 1965, he was working with Patrolman 
i on a tour of duty extending from 3 P.M. 
822 tone. He recalled he was on a radar surveillance 
on Highway 80 East of Selma, Alabama, that evening. Se 
did not observe a 1955 gray Ford with an out-of-state | 
license plate earlier that evening and at 6:15 P.M. pe 
went to supper. He advised that he returned to patrol duty 
in the same area with HAGOOD about 9:15 P.M., at which 
time he learned about a shooting which had occurred along 
the highway. He received instructions to be alert for 
the above-mentioned Ford however, he did not observe 
this automobile the remainder of his time on duty. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Derr 3/ 30/65 


O. T. JACKSON, home address 128 Washington Avenue, 25 
Selma, Alabama, furnished the following information: 


JACKSON advised that on Monday, March 22, 1965, he 
began working for his father at the Black and White Cab 
‘Company on Washington Avenue, Selma, Alabama, as a taxicab 
dispatcher. 


He stated that be. was not in the Silver Moon Cafe 
on March 25, 1965, and could not identify photographs of 
COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, wenn THOMAS, WILLIAM ORVILLE BATON, 
and GARY THOMAS ROWE as being any individuals he has ever 85 
geen. JACKSON also observed photographs of a red and white 
1962 Chevrolet. He related that he had never seen this 
vehicle parked in the area of the Silver Moon Cafe to the 
best of his recollection, 


5 JACKSON could furaish ne further information ia 
regard to this matter. . 
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Dete 33145. 
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R. E. LANGSTON, Route 1, Box 188, Billingsley, 
Alabama, was interviewed at his place of employment, 
Baggett Transportation Company, Selma, Alabama, and furnished 
the following information: 


| He advised he is a truck driver for Baggett Transportation 

Company and on March 25, 1965, he reported for work about 

8:00 a.m. that morning. He stated he did not return from 

making his regular deliveries until 7:30 p.m. When he returned 
that evening, his wife, MARIE LANGSTON, was at the Baggett 
Transportation Company, waiting for him, at which time he 

got off work and his wife and he proceeded home and stayed 

there all evening. He stated that they did not stop along 

the way and were not at the Silver Moon Cafe that evening. 


88 . 


Fr 


He stated that his wife was employed as a waitress at 
the Silver Moon Cafe for approximately 14 years and he stated 
that they visited the Silver Moon Cafe frequently. 


He stated that he kmows ELMER L. COOK, WILLIAM STANLEY 
and NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE and R. B. KELLY, due to the fact that 
ny 1 10 worked at the Silver Moon Cafe and he became acquainted 
w em. 


Mr. LANGSTON, 1 after 8 the photographs of EUGENE | 
THOMAS, Sheriff's Office, Birmingham, Alabama, Sheriff's office Se 
Number 113073, date of photograph March 26, 1965; WILLIAM  ##-— 
ORVILLE EATON, Sheriff's Office, Birmingham, 8 1 | 
Office Number unknown, date of photograph March 26, 1965; 
COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, Sheriff's Office, Birmingham, Alabama, - 
Sheriff's Office Number unknown, date of photograph March 26, 
1965; and GARY THOMAS ROWE, IR., Sheriff's Office, Birmingham, 
Alabama, Sheriff's Office Mumber 113076, date of photograph 
March 26, "1965, stated he was unable to identify any of these 
persons as being known to hin. 


* 


Mr. LANGSTON, after viewing photographs of a 1962 ae “se, ae 45 
red and white Chevrolet Impala, was unable to state mether ee 
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he had Seen this automobile in the vicinity of Selma, Alabama, 
on March 25, 1965. 


Mr. “LANGSTON could furnish no further information 
An connection with the killing which happened on Highway 8 
east of Selma, Alabama, the evening of March 25, 1905. 
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2 “MARIE LANGSTON, Route 1, Box 188, Billingsley, 
Auen; was interviewed at the Baggett fransportation 
Company, Selma, Alabama, and furnished the following 
information: 


coe "She advised that she leaves her house at enden 

1230 f p.m. each day and arrives at the Baggett Transportation .__ 
Company approximately 5:00 p.m., where she waits for her 

husband, R. E. LANGSTON, who is employed at the Baggett 
Transportation Company as a truck driver. 


On March 25, 1965, she arrived at Baggett 
Transportation Company as usual and picked up her 
- fRrusband who. arrived late that evening approximately between 
6:30 and 7:30 p.m. She advised that both went directly 
home and did not leave their residence that night. 


mie first time she heard of a person being killed 
on Highway 80, east of Selma, Alabama, was that night when 
she was watching television and a news bulletin was flashed 
over television concerning this murder. 


~“"  * She further stated that she has worked at the Silver 
Moon Cafe, 138 Washington Street, Selma, Alabama, for about 
14 years, but has not worked at this cafe during the past 
two years, ‘Mrs. LANGSTON was unable to furnish any names 
of people who might patronize the Silver Hoon Cafe. 


She advised she knows R. B. KELLY, WILLIAM STANLEY 
and MAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE and ELMER COOK, due to the fact that 
they patronize the Silver Moon Cafe and she knew them when 
she was a waitress. 


Mrs. LANGSTON could not furnish any information 
Gn connection with the killing which bappened on H way 5 
east of Selma, 3 the evening of March 25, 5. oe 
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Mr. GRADY DEASON was contacted at the Wanne 

Oldsaobile Company, 16 Lawrence Street, and was shown 

restate bar s of COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, EUGENE THOMAS, WILLIAM 
ORVILLE EATON, and GARY THOMAS ROWE, at which time he stated 
that he could not identify any of those persons as anyone he 
saw in the Silver Moon Cafe during the evening of March 25, 
1965, and could not identify the photograph of the 1962 
Chevrolet, red and white in color, as any automobile he 
noticed parked near the Bilver Moon. 


DEASOK stated that while he was in the Silver oon | 
Cafe that evening he was with a friend of his, CECIL BRASHER, =~ 
and they were talking together, and he did not notice who 
may have been around the Silver Moon while he was in there. 
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WILLIAM TROY MITCHELL, employed as timekeeper with 
the Alabama Power Company, advised that he has been in Gelma 
since January 25, 1965, working on cross-country power. lines 
to the Dan River Project. 


He related that he eats dinner regularly at three 
or four restaurants in Selma, one of which is the Silver Moon 
Cafe. MITCHELL stated he does not recall whether he ate at 
the Silver Moon Cafe on March 25, 1965. 
. — — — ae 


MITCHELL, after observing photographs of Un 
THOMAS, COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR., and 
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, advised that he could not recognize 
any of these individuals as being persons he had ever seen. 
He was also shown photographs of a 1962 Chevrolet automobile, 
white over red in color, and advised that he could not iden- 
. ify this car as being one that he ever saw in the area - 
the Silver Moon Cafe. 


5 — 
* 7 rece: —.— . 


Selma, Alabama - 2 „ 
5 . i 
ford — ben dicteted — 222122 


— bane. es ns cee ania ik 2225 at 
reer | 


, ooo 1 78 * = 7 . oe + a * * * 8 ° : 
‘ 13 e de < 
“@ . 


— 


an 


— Ss — 


00 


FEVERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


bes. 4/1/65 


NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE was contacted at the Bolus Motor . 

Company, 100 block of Franklin Street, at which time he advised 
that he had been in the Silver Moon Cafe on the evening of Thurs- 
day, March 25, 1965, for a few minutes between 8:00 and 8:30 PM. 
He stated that he does not recall seeing anyone in the. cafe 
wearing a suit, and he was unable to identify photographs of 
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, EUGENE THOMAS, COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, or 

GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR., as anyone he has ever met. He stated 

that he does not "recall having any conversation whatever with 

any strangers in the Silver Moon Cafe that evening and could 

mot identify photographs of a 1962 Chevrolet, white over red in 
color, as any car he has seen around Selma. ... — .— .._-___...-s -. 


BOGGLE stated that he has no information whatever | 
regarding this matter. 
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The following persons, all residents of Lawrence 
Street, Selma, Alabama, ta Ba 1, 1 

by Special Agents — 

They were extensively inte fed isplayed photographs 

of subjects and subjects' wehiele to determine if any of 

them had observed this vehicle in the area of Lawrence 

Street on the evening of March 25, 1965. All persons contacted 

were unable to make any identification. ee eee 


CHARLIE OLDS, 1518 Jeff Davis. re ee rT Oe er eee 
MILTON HOPKINS, 113 C, Carver Homes. . 
GERTRUDE SMITH, 713 Lawrence Street. 

AMANDA KEMP, 711 Lawrence Street. 

WILLIE SMITH, 707 Lawrence Street. 

ARTHUR SMITH, 707 Lawrence Street. 

ISAAC FULLER, S02 Lawrence Street. 

Mrs. BILLY LESTER, 904 Lawrence Street. 

Mre. GREEN, 716 Lawrence Street. 

Mrs. STELLA DAVIS, 712 Lawrence Street. 

SALLY PEARL’ LUNDY, 708 Lawrence Street. 

Mrs. SMILEY, 710 Lawrence Street. 

Mrs. CHERIN, 710 lawrence Street 

ROSIE MARSHALLX, 634 Lawrence Street. 

JOHN MC GHEE, 612 Lawrence Street. 


Mumerous other persons were located en Lawrence 
Street and displayed photographs of subjects' vehicle, 411 
were unable to make any type of identification and their |. 
names were to numerous to record. 
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Me. W. W. CUNNINGHAM, A., construction foreman, Alabamo Power 
Company, was contacted on Highway 10, eight miles west of Luverte, Alabama, 
at which time he advised that G. K. SNOW, WILLIAM J. WEBSTER, and JERRY V. 
e eee ee e erde eee inthe 
woods in an inaccessible area on the power line. 4 


He stated that he knew the FBI had contacted SPENCER E. COO NE and 

WILLIAM T. MITCHELL recently, who ore members of his crew, regarding some 

activity around the Silver Moon Cafe in Selma, Alabama. He said he and his crew 

worked out of Selma for the past several weeks and they ate in several restourants ——— 

in Selma, including the Silver Moon. He stated they ate togefher end hod 8 

contact with local people in the restaurant and he was unable to identify photographs 

of ELMER l. COOK, R. B. KELLY, NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE, end WILLIAM 

STANLEY HOGGLE. He was also unable to identify photographs of COLLIE LEROY 
WILKINS, GARY THOMAS ROWE, R., EUGENE THOMAS, and WILLIAM ORVALLE 
“EATON, os any persons he saw around the Silver Moon Cafe and was also unable to 

identify photographs showing o 1962 Chevrolet, white over red, es any 33 

he noticed in that area. a> ; 


He stcted that he does not recall . 
during the evening of March 9 and March — 1965, and did not witness any 
_ assault on three men in that crea. 


M. CUNNINGHAM said since he had learned that two of his men hod been 
contacted by the FBI, he has questioned his entire crew of seventeen and they all 
have stated that they knew nothing about any assault or other incidents around . 
the Silver Moon Cafe. 
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EARL JAMES, Mayor of Montgomery, Alabama, aa 
the proper person to produce the application for the Parade 
Pernit and the permission given to parade. 
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Sirs. MARY NEWBERRY, G to Commissioners ~ : +: i: 
of Public Affairs for Montgomery, Alabama, made available a ?: 
copy of Parade Permit request by Knights of the Klux Klan 
dated March 20, 1965, which reads as follows: 


“Board of Commissioner 
"City of Montgomery 
“Attention: L. B. Sullvian 


“We The Knights of The Klux Klan of America, Ine. Respectively Request 
Permission to Parade in Dowtown Montgomery, a 21,1965, ~~ 
Time: 2 O'Clock. , 


Route: 
* Place: 1201 Madison Avenue, Parking Lot seein — 
4 Cramton Bowl, 


Preceding Vest on Madison Ave to Bainbridge. 
Bainbridge South to Dexter Ave. 
West on Dexter Ave. to the Fountain on Court Square 


Return Route: 


East on Dexter Ave. to Bainbridge 3 i 72 f 1 coal 
North on Bainbridge to Madison Ave. opm a 
East on Madison to 1201 Madison, Working Lot Across Frou ‘Cramton . 


Bovl, Disperse. : 


Reason: =: 2 7 5 
To Protest Order Issued By Federal Court Allowing A ‘Five Day * 
Demons trat 10 March From Selma, Alabama to Montgomery, Alabama. 


Parade Director, saa 3 ee 
Bobby Shelton 5 


18 ve a * 


— 


4 


awa 5 __ Montgonery, n 
470 „ 


52 _ — 3 


— nother . nnn 922.9 — — 
r ̃ — tn wentonts are eat wo be Giveteated eutsste eur Open ce: od ieee or 22 — Sane 4 ws: 
° . — , 


ö 2 


: N + 
“2: aad 2 8 aba ’ 


a i — 4 


r oom .s 


5 as 8989 


BO 44-1245 


HO 44-1245 


On April 1, 1965, PAUL E. SHOFFEITT, Assistant 
ray edn State of Alabama, Department of Toxicology and 
*iminal Investigation, Auburn, Alabama, furnished 5 SDC 
| a copy of the autopsy report prepared by his | 
partment in connection with the case of VIOLA ” GREGG LIUZZO, 
Case Number 50-49455. 


ee Oe « 


The details of this report are as follows: 
SUBJECT: Post-Mortem Examination 


At the request of Major J. R. Jones, State Investigator, and 
with authorization of Circuit Solicitor Arthur E. Gamble, 
Jr., a post-mortem examination was conducted on the body 

of Viola Gregg Liuzzo, white female, at the White Chapel 
Funeral Hone, Montgomery, Alabama. Time of exapination was 
12 midnight 965. Body was identified by State 
Investigator State and Federal Officers and 
funeral home 8 ere present part of the time during 
the post-mortem examination. Guy V. Purnell, Toxicologist, 
of this Department assisted with the examination. 


EXTERNAL EXAMINATION: 


This is the unembalmed body of a moderately obese, white uae 
female, measured height 5 feet 2 inches and estimated weight 
150 pounds, resembling the reported age of 39 years. Seal? 
hair is reddish-blonde. Teeth are natural with three upper -~ 

* left, two upper right, three lower left, and four lower right 
missing but not of recent extraction. After photographs are 
made, bloodstained clothing consisting of a girdle, torso _ 
brassiere, slip and dress is removed from body. Two rings 
on ring finger on left 28 one ring on right finger of 


‘right hand, and wrist eft wrist are delivered to 5 
State Investigator Lt. 7— 5 


Bloodstains cover the major portion of the ii iii 4 ont ae tare 
face; expecially, the left side. Bloodstains are also on : 
bands and smaller stains are on lower extrenities below the 

-». eet are soiled. Soiled areas also 8 oa the. 2 


e . 


— 


41 


10 44-1245 


back of right hand. Body is washed and additional photographs ** 
are made. On lateral surface of upper arms are small dark é 
areas. Fingernails are short with no free edge present. An 
Old linear scar of the lower mid-abdomen is judged to be 
surgical. Lover abdomen is marked with white lines (striae 
atrophicae). 


THORACIC-ABDOMINAL; 


The thoracic and abdominal cavities are opened with a1 
incision. There is appreciable fat in the abdominal wall. | 
Wo evidence of physical trauma is observed to organs of these 
cavities. Langs possess the typical mottied, glistening 
outer surface with a crepitant feel. IJeart is not remarkable 
An size. Coronaries are patent in the large observed sections. 
There is evidence of minimal atherosclerosis of the aorta in 
the area of the coronary orifices. An appreciable quantity . 
fat is around the kidneys. Capsules of kidneys peel easily — 
reveal ing a smooth, slightly congested surface. A small quanti 
of a white milky liquid is observed in pelvis of each sectioned ; 
kidney. ‘Stomach contains an estimated 5 ounces of a brownish, ¥ 
‘thick weniliquid. The appendix is not located. Uterus is aon-! 
pregnant Adrenals, spleen, . and — are act | 5 TO 
remarkable grossly. 3 8 E 
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APPENDIX 


UNITED KLAXS OF AMERICA, INCORPORATED 
KNIGHTS OF THE KU RLUX KAN (UNITED KLANS) 


Records of Superior Court of Fulton County, me 
Georgia, reflect that tk:s Klan organization was granted a 
corporate charter on February 21, 1961, at Atlanta, Cort la. 


under the name United Klaus, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of .« : 
America, Inc. * bs 3. Saree 


A source advised on February 27, 1961. chat 
United Klaus was formed as a result of a split in U. 8. 
Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux KjJans. icc. According to 
the source, the SF Lit resulted from a les -dership dispute 
and Uaitei Naas tas the same aims and cbjectives as the 
parent group. These are the fromction of Auer icaniss, 
white supremacy and segregation of the races. : 


The first source and a second source advised in 
July, 1961, thet United Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan 
of Americs., Inc., merged with Alabenz Knights, Enights of 
the Ku Klux Klan. The merged organization established head- 
quarters in Suite 401, The Alst on Building, Tuscaloosa, „„ 
Alabama. The organization is directed by RORNERT SNELTr ON, r 
Imperia) Wizard, and is the dominant Klan croup * — oe ee 
Sith units in several soutnern states. a a2 


Sccord source adviced that at a moeting at ae: 
Prattville, Alabama, on October 22, 1861. the U. 8. Klaas. 
Knighis of the Ky» Klux Kiar., worsed with the United Klaas 
of Amcrica, Inc., Knights ci the Ku Kiux Kian, 3 
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VIOLA UZZO n, Aka. 5 

LEROY JEROME‘MOTON - VICTIM 

CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 
(oO: MOBILE (SELMA). 


Re report of A eee Detroit, dated 4/1/68. H — 


‘Lp Enclosed for the Bureau are original ane Seven Copies OF & L> Dy 


letterhead dum reflecting deta _of informa 
received Saar by SA — 


in captioned matter. 


Also enclosed is one copy each of letterhead memorandum for 
Birmingham and Mobile. 8 Rh ne 
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„ the USA, Montgomery; Departmental Attorney, Montgomery; 
+ or USA, Birmingham, until such time as the Bureau . 
furnishes authority to do 80. 
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27 mip a person ‘who identified hims 42 on 


1ed the following information via telephone to SA 
meat Philadelphia. 


ro has just returned from participating in 
the 50 mile voters march from Selma to Montgomery, Ala. 
On 3/25/65, at approximately 9 p.m. CST, while driving his 
car on Highway from Montgomery to Selma, he was stopped ap 
for allegedly i lia or four cars of Alabama 
State Police (ASP) was stopped on about the 
last me of a 1 lead in ome 

ag accompanied by 
211 of 1 addresses 


| and 
—ů 1 Phi adelphia, L 


. © 5 0 4 


mile the ASP were’ 8 him, the all suddenly 
in their automobiles and sped away in a hurry, leaving L‘ 


5 and his friends alone. In t 15 minutes all of the 
, cars returned and escorte to Selma, where he paid 
8 Adds fine and was réleased. 1 es drivers 


License #203311. ee 
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. "Memorandum to Mr, Belmont 
RR: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. 


In this connection, it is noted that the subjects were released 
‘on bond by the U. S. Commissioner and a preliminary hearing has been 
tentatively set for 4/15/65. The Department has indicated that a 
Fed2ral Grand Jury is tentatively scheduled for 4/5/65 which would 
eliminate the necessity for a U. S. Commissioner's hearing which 
would result in exposing the informant, The state grand jury is 
reportedly set for 4/19/65. . 


— r . ä Se r 


To = ) 1 e pate: Aprui l, 1968 


5 1. * Ros en 
| — 1 . McGowan 
177 1-Mr. Hines 
SUBJECT: ” EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL l- Mr, Leavitt 
VIOLA‘ UZZO — VICTIM 
CR; EL 
yt 
, 4. 
At 10:05 p. m. » 4-1-65, Inspector McGovern called 
from Birmingham and advised E Duty Supervisor Thomas W. 
Leavitt that Departmental Attorney St., John Barrett had informed 


im that subpoenastwould be issued 442 2-65, for the following 


oenas Would be del: vere’ to the U. 8. Marsttal on 2.65, to 
be served that day — for their appearanca, before grand jury 
on aun 4-5-65. = 
‘og 7 
Inspector McGovern advised a teletype containing 
this information being submitted, 


ACTION: 


None... for information. J 


p 


0 2 
a @ 3 
0 4 


- 
* 


— . © 2 .K„« Ges ours « 
cH ‘med 


> r.. -r. 3 
2171 Rem.. <... 
„ ³ 


g:14/ PM EST URGENT 3-31-65 TDS ; 7 Nes dev. 
TO PIRECTOR, MOBILE (SELMA), AND BALTIMORE. 
FROM ATLANTA (44-1765) - 


| 
EUGENE THOMAS3 ETAL3 VIOLA GREG IUZZO, AKA; LEROY JEROME 
a 
Hor on - VICTIMS.. R- EL. 
7 — 


RE MOBILE TEL THIS DATE TO ATLANTA AS FOLLOWS: 5 
SCLC, SELMA, Al A., HAS ADVISED THAT SCLC RECORDS RELATING 70 
THE SELMA - MONTGOMERY MARCH, MARCH TWENTYONE - TWENTYFIVE,. 1765 
WERE TRANSFERRED MARCH THIRTY LAST FROM SELMA TO SCLC HEADQUARTERS, 
THREE THREE FOUR AUBURN AVE., ATLANTA, GA. 
ATLANTA IS REQUESTED TO SECURE ACCESS TO THESE RECORDS 
IMMEDIATELY FOR THE PURPOSE OF LOCATING ANY DOCUMENTATION 
- PERTINENT TO THE: USE OF MRS. VIOLA GREGG LIUZZ0°S AUTOMOBILE 
BY SCLC IN CONNECTION WITH THE SELMA = MONTGOMERY MARCH DURING 
THE PERIOD THAT SHE WAS IN SELMA. THIS VEHICLE IS A NINETEEN 
‘SIXTYTHREE OLDSMOBILE EIGHTYEIGHT REGISTERED TO ANTHONY J. L1UZZO, 
c NINE THREE SEVEN FIVE MARLOWE, DETROIT, MICH., NINETEEN 


VFIVE 9 E J NINE ONE SEVEN Nut sik 2 .. 7 Lf 
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PAGE reo Bae as 

SCLC INDICATES THAT THERE SHOULD BE A RECORD RE OWNERSHIP 
OF LIUZZ0°S VEHICLE AND AN AUTHORIZATION TO USE OF THE AUTOMOBILE 
PROBABLY A CARD. THERE SHOULD BE SHEETS DESCRIBING THE USE, 
CONTAINING ENTRIES SUCH AS DATE OF USE, TIME LEFT AND RETURNED, 
PERSONS TRANSPORTED, AND POSSIBLY PURCHASE DATA AS TO GASOLINE AND 
OTHER SUPPLIES. ANY RECORDS REFLECTING THE USE OF THE LIUZZO 
VEHICLE OR MRS. LIZZ o's ACTIVITIES WHILE IN SELMA OR PARTICIPATING 
IN. THE SCLC PROGRAM SHOULD BE SECURED, THE PERSONS WHO CAN TESTIFY 
TO THE RECORDS SHOULD BE IDENTIFIED, AND THIS INFO SHOULD k 
INCORPORATED IN FD = THREE ZERO TWO'S 
AND TRANSMITTED IMMEDIATELY TO THE MOBILE DIVISION AT SELMA 
SINCE AT THE PRESENT TIME THERE ARE INDICATIONS THE GRAND JURY 
WILL HEAR THIS MATTER APRIL FIVE NEXT. 

RANDOLPH BLACKWELL, PROGRAM DIRECTOR, SCLC, ATLANTA, 

CONTACTED ON TWO OCCASIONS THIS DATE. STATES HE COULD LOCATE NO 
= RECORDS PERTAINING TO INSTANT SIXTYTHREE OLDSNOBILE REGISTERED 
TO ANTHONY J. LIUZZO. BLACKWELL SUGGESTS CONTACT BE HAD WITH 
MR. HOGEA WILLIAMS, SCLC DIRECTOR OF POLITICAL EDUCATION, WHO 
‘SND PAGE TWO 


: f, * * 
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tee ea 
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PAGE THREE. on | me 
18 BELIEVED TO HAVE IN HIS PERSONAL POSSESSION PERTINENT RECORD 
AND PAPERS IF ANY SUCH RECORDS EXIST.. BLACKWELL STATES WILLIAMS 
IN BALTIMORE, MARYLAND UNTIL APRIL FIVE NEXT AND CAN BE CONTACTED 
AT LORD BALTIMORE HOTEL WHERE SCLC IS HOLDING BOARD CONFERENCE, 
COMMENCING APRIL ONE NEXT. ALL STAFF OFFICIALS OF SCLC OTHER THAN 
BLACKWELL ALREADY IN BALTIMORE AND NO INFO AVAILABLE SCLC ATLANTA 
REGARDING RECORDS SHIPPED FROM SELMA ON MARCH THIRTY LAST. 

" BALTIMORE LOCATE AND INTERVIEW HOSEA WILLIAMS IN COMPLIANCE 
WITH MOBILE TELETYPE, SET FORTH. 
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FROM TIRMINGHAM (44-1236) lf 
D 
EUGENE THOMAS$ ET AL. VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA MRS. ANTHONY J. LIUZzo: 
LEROY JEROME HQT - VICTIUS. CR = EL. 404. 
— / 
RE BIRMINGHAM TELS TODAY, = a * 
SUSJECTS THOMAS, EATON, ROWE RELEASED ON BOND FROM JEFFERSON 
COUNTY JAIL, BIRMINGHAM, NINE EIGHTEEN PM, MARCH TWENTYSIX. 30ND 
ARRANGED BY ATTORNEY MATT MURPHY. 5 
BOND HAD ALSO BEEN ARRANGED FOR SUBJECT WILKINS, HOWEVER, HE 


WAS NOT RELEASED SINCE USM RECEIVED TODAY PND VIOLATORS 


Miss Gandy 
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NDA. YILKINS PRESENTLY BEING HELD ON prosaMGl-okrons wattage b, 


A 
ENO 


“LRA 


¥ WASH DC 


9 9 61 yeh : " 
”., * 2369 aot 11 » * 
— * 


2. ox K. Oy. 


a PD Re at, 5S AB bY ae ae ts rho iinet eh Oo Ht es ; * . 7 
2 i e 3 82 ie 5 1 Ge ; 
Peers Ri ary 3 Pye 498 nn P ce 
i N Se, A ee, oy 1 
* * he ps YW B n 8 
* 


ye 11. . K a : 
rei WASH oc „ 
N * N | ora 135 
uy cn CAI. % OT 
5 15 N . MAR 26 1965 
<< | TELETYVE*: 


W 
n 1 
ms Se} * 
*. 
8 
n : 
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FROMS sac. MOBILE CSELMA) (44-1243) 
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EUGENE a WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON3 COLLI E. LEROY 


D WILKINSs GARY THOMAS ROWE, Ig. 
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2 1 
VIOLA*LIUZZ0» AKA MRS. ANTHONY Izzo LEROY JEROME MOTO 
DASH VICTIMS» CR = EL. 


_ RE WFO TELTHIS arr. 


ALABAMA MVD RECORDS REFLECT NINETEEN SIXTYFIVE ALABAMA Y / 
LICENSE THREE DASH ONE FOUR NINE FIVE ONE ISSUED@ 0. 


oe fF. — 


FOR NINETEEN SIXTY val: ‘SINCE SUBJECTS HAVE -. 
BEEN IDENTIFIED NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED AS 
THIS INCIDENT APPEARS UNRELATED TO THIS CASE. LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES “AND * nie MONTGOMERY. ADVISED 


or appa 2 a n — ahha 0 4 * 


END AND * mf 1 WFA ’ 80 
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6349974 CST URGENT 4-2-65 MFH 
TO DIRECTOR © 
FROM MOBILECSELMA) (44-1245) 


eer, an to ET AL; VIOLA GREGG-LIUZZ0, AKA; LEROY JEROME 
Coton bas VICTIMS. CR DASH EL. Aer 
SUMMARY | TELETYPE. 

INVESTIGATION AT SELMA AND MONTGOMERY, ALA., APRIL Two 
SIXTYFIVE CONCENTRATED ON INTERVIEWS WITH INDIVIDUALS o HAD 
PARTICIPATED IN THE KLAN CADE AT MONTGOMERY, MARCH TWENTYONE LAST 
AND INDIVIDUALS WHO WERE REGARDED AS KEY les in 755 FORMER 
KLAN ORGANIZATIONS IN THE MONTGOMERY AND SELMA AREAS. No 
SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS WERE FORTH COMING AS A REAULT OF THE 


— — ame + 


1 ae 
KLAN TYPE INTERVIEWS IN CONNECTION WITH THIS CASE. J & Vb) LY 7 / 
— 
PREPARATION.FOR GRAND JURY. .— — 


DEPARTHENTAL ATTORNEY, ST. o BARRETT AND JIM TAYLOR® NS 
— 
ADVISED APRIL: TWO SIXTYFIVE THAT IN CONNECTION WITH GRAND JURY APRTE 
FIVE NEXT THEY WOULD mein a dt HE FOLLOWING BUREAU 


PERSONNEL. 1 Ned 5 2 
END pe ONE s A es 


rae 2j 
: eel? Cai: 3 OP « 


AT MONTGOMERY: LAB EXAMINER SA — 


a SP anv INSPECTOR JOSEPH A. 
SULLIVAN. 

ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE TELEPHONICALLY WITH BUREAU FOR 
PRESENCE OF MBN; TELEPHONIC ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE FOR 
BIRMINGHAM PERSONNEL; PERSONNEL IN MOBILE DIVISION WILL APPEAR 
AS REQUESTED. ALL WITNESSES DEEMED NECESSARY AND THEIR APPEARANCE 


DESIRABLE. UACB DEPARTMENTAL REQUEST WILL BE HONORED. 
END. 
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April 1, 1968 


PERSONAL 


In ysormd ! 3 


Da. 


I want to express appreciation for the invaluable 
assistance you recently rendered in a matter of interest to this 
Bureau. Det 


Jean assure you that your outstanding spirit of 
cooperation and the aid you furnished mean a great deal to my 
associates and me. It is only through civic-minded help such 
as you afforded in this instance that the FBI is able to adequately 
discharge the responsibilities entrusted to it. I would not want : 
— 8 to pass without extending the heartfelt thanks of 

us. 


> . MAILED 6 
AR 271965 | 
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NOTE: See Rosen to Belmont memorandum dated 3- -30;65Stafpjoned 
Eugen Aan nas, William Orville Eaton, Collie Leroy Wilkins; Gary 

' Thoma Rowe, Jr. > Viola*Liuzzo - - Victim, Leroy Jeromé Mbton- Victim, 
Civil Rights; * Laws. ö. not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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me 3 , RW» suve : a 
_ GENERAL INVESTIGATI“") DIVISION 


| . OMe 
This is the case concerning the shoot- 
ing of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo in Lowndes County, 
Alabama, on the night of 3-25-65. Four 
_Subjects have been arrested and charged 
under the Federal Civil Rights Statutes, and 
7 the matter is being presented to a Federal 
: 125 Grand Jury at Montgomery beginning 4-5-65. 


Mii, 


— 


* — . : e 1 
N Lars — > 1 * 15 ak 
ee. 


48 ON oS 
e 


222 


oe = 


oo 


. 2 me 
ae * I etal we} 4 age 7 se 
= al * . 4 1 N 


r * ea , Re 
: . K . * a 4 a 
Si r 
1 Nr Pe 
oo ber » 
7 * 


2 er. 


= te HVS * . ih. 


N 


0 oi pd J. * 1 
* „„ ery, 8 Lies 3 
ee 


; 2 M- Trin “7 
‘ ) 514 44 © | , 

Far WASH DG Nee a wie 
8 N i} ALI ob Mr. ¢naper_. — 
. , Mr. Callahan 

N | 7 | aes Mr. Conrad. 
Fol SELMA ALA rer a Ir. Pott 
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1 . Mise Holmes 
rei SELMA ALA : ap | Mies Gandy 
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TO DIRECTOR 
FROM MOBILE (SELMA) (44-NEW) 
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us VI IE Zo, AKA MRS, ANTHONY LIUZZO DASH VICTIM; 
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ILNor ARD, MOTON DASH VICTIM. CR DASH EL. 
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‘MOT OWAND LIUZZO INVOLVED IN CIVIL RIGHTS MARCH, MONTGOMERY, 


* 


ALA.» MARCH TWENTY FIVE LAST. . 


* 
* 


MOTON:EMPLOYED AS BARBER, SELMA, Al. A., HOWEVER WAS c- 
ORDINATOR OF TRANSPORTATION FOR SCLC DURING MARCH TO MONTGOMERY. 
AT FOUR PM AFTER MARCH TERMINATED MARCH TWENTY FIVE LAST, HE 
| WENT TO DEXTER AVENUE CHURCH, MONTGOMERY. . AT CHURCH HE OB- 
TAINED MRS..EIUZZO"S AUTOMOBILE, A NINETEEN SIXTYTHREE POWDER 
BLUE OLDSMOBILE, MICHIGAN LICENSE E J NINE ONE SEVEN SEYEN, 4 74 ¢ „ 
„ Me eee , 
WHICH CAR WAS PARKED AT THE CHURCH. MRS. LIUZZ@ WAS AT CAMP 
| | — 
SITE NUMBER FOUR AT ST. JUDE'S COMPLEX, FAIRVIEW AVE., spr 6 es 
MONTGONERY. MOTON DROVE AUTOMOBILE WITH LOAD or PASSENGERS 
: „„ : ¢* — — 
.. TO Sr. JUDE CAMP SITE AND PICKED UP MRS. LIUZz zo. SHE THERE- 
AFTER TOOK over |VING. THEY DROVE By DANNELLY FIELD, 


END PAGE ONE | a 
Aft Ts 2e em 


* 


? E - 7 1 5 > 5 * * * + a . 2 
. * oe * .. 36. . ag shat CC * 
— i. * . n 


PAGE TWO. - 
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HONTGOMERY MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AND DROPPED ONE PASSENGER OFF TO 
CATCH A PLANE AT ABOUT SIX PM. AFTER THIS, THEY PURCHASED GAS 
AT FILING STATION NEAR DANNELLY FIELD AND DROVE TO SELMA, 
LA., A DISTANCE OF APPROXIMATELY FORTY FIVE MILES. 


END PAGE TVo. 
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PAGE FIVE. 


wan eee eee, ee 


nor on IS DESCRIBED AS NM, AGE NINETEEN, 30RN MAY TWENTY- 
FIVE, NINETEEN FORTYFIVE, SELMA, ALA., SIX THREE AND ONE HALF 
ONE THREE SIGHT, BROWN EYES, BLACK HAIR, DARK COMPLEXION. 

HRS. LIUZZO DESCRIBED AS WF, ABOUT THIRTY EIGHT, FIVE TWO, 7 


kun PAGE FIVE ; 
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PAGE SIX 


BLONDE HAIR, WEARING GLUE SUIT AND WHITE BLOUSE. 

QUAGENTS AT SELMA GIVING THIS MATTER CONTINUOUS AND 
EXHAUSTIVE INVESTIGATIVE ATTENTION AND BUREAU WILL BE KEPT 
ADVISED. 

AM COPIES TO ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM AND DETROIT. 


END. 
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PAGE THREE 


3 - CIVIL. RIGHTS ACTIVITIES OF VICTIM L1UZZ0. 


"MRS. WILLIE LEE JACKSON, ONE THREE SEVEN c, GEORGE WASHINGTON 
CARVER APARTMENTS, SELMA, ALAs, ADVISED THAT MRS. LIUZZO STAYED AT 
HER APARTMENT FROM MARCH NINETEEN TO MARCH TWENTYFOUR LAST, ALONG 
WITH FOUR OTHER WHITE WOMEN AND TWO NEGRO GIRLS. ON MARCH TWENTYFOUR 
LAST., uns. LIUZZO SUPPOSEDLY WENT BY BUS FROM BROWN CHAPEL WITH 


5 DEMONSTRATORS GATHERED TO MONTGOMERY, . TO TAKE PART IN MARCH 
END PAGE 2 
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ON CAPITOL BUILDING. urs. LIUZZ0°S AUTOMOBILE WAS BEING USED BY 
NEMB ERS oF Sci c IN CONNECTION WITH MARCH FROM SELMA TO MONTGOMERY. 
MRS. L1UZZ0 STAYED IN MRS JACKSON'S APARTMENT DAY AND NIGHT EXCEPT 


FOR BRIEF VISITS TO BROWN CHAPEL. SHE WAS NOT KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN 
INVOLVED IN ANY INCIDENTS IN SELNA PRIOR TO MARCH TWENTYFIVE LAST. 
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Mr. Belmo asd 
Mr. Mos. 
Mr. Del ce 
Casper. 
, Callahee_. 


Miss He ines 
Miss Gandy § 


Mr. Belmont 


ie Apa 


Mr. Callahan 
Mr. Conrad 
Mr. Fat... 


Cincinnati 8, O. > Sullivan 
3/9/68 I.. 7 .— 


r. Tretter 
ele. R. 


y. B. I. Director 323 
Edgar Hoover Miss Gandy... 
„e D. c. e eee 


bear Sir; 25 


I want to commend you and your men for the quick appre- 
hension of Mrs. Liuzzo's killers. I thoroughly agree with 
‘President Johnson's demand for the thorough investigation of 

the Ku Klux Klan. This is a reasonable & certainly of greater 
importance now, than an investigation of--for instance--the 
Costra Noster--Don't you agree? 


Sincerely yours, 
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have received your letter of March 29th and 
appreciate your commendatory remarks regarding this Bureau's 
apprehension of four suspects in the fatal shooting of Mrs. Viola 
Liuzzo. R was thoughtful of you to make your sentiments known, 
and your kind comments eartaials are a source of great encouragement 


to all of us in the FBL 


MAILED 6) Sincerely yours, 


APR 2~1965 | ls 
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Dear Mr. Hoover, 


I was very much moved and upset and deeply ashamed 
of some of the American people we have in our country when I 
heard of the death of Mrs. Liuzzo. I was born in Dallas County, 
Alabama near Selma and now I’m ashamed of being associated 
with it. I greatly appuladed Mr. Johnsons attack on the Klu Klux 
Klan because I know 7 ey are terrible people and I would do any- 
thing I could to get them out of Alabama and the U.S. I would 
{ greatly appreciate if you could give me any advice on getting rid 
of the Klansmen. I also would like to tell you that I'm 100% 


behind your actions for some day I hope being an F. B. I. agent. 


Sincerely yours, 
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Tour letter was received on March Ist, and the 
thought which prompted you to write me is appreciated. I was 

pleased to know of your desire of becoming a Special Agent of the 

FBI and, in this regard, I am enclosing some material which I hope 


will be helpful. 


lam reassured when I read letters such as yours 

: expressing an awareness of the problems menacing our country's 
future. Acknowledging the danger posed by these conspiracies is 
one great step toward protecting our national traditions. In view 
of your interest, there is also some material included which I trust 


will be of interest. 


MAILED Sincerely yours, 
| APR271965 | ~ . Edge Hoover 
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Our Heritage of Greatness, 12-12-64 

U. S. News & World Report, 12-21-64 : 
The FBI's Role in the Field of Civil Rights | 


_ The Story of the FBI 
Facts about a Career in the... FBI 


OTE: There is no record of correspondent in Bufiles. 
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Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) : 
AIRMAIL 
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‘DIRECTOR, FBI 
Attention: Exhibit Section 


SAC, MOBILE (44-1245) 


(p 
EUGENE THOMAS; ET N..: 
VIOLA GREGG? LIUZZO; ET AL. - VICTIMS 
CR = EL; RACIAL MATTERS 


Re Departmental request by ST. JOIN BARRETT. 


: Enclosed are four rolls of 35 millimeter film 
and four sheets of four by five film pack. Also enclosed ar 
contact sheets for the 35 millimeter film. 


The Exhibit Section is requested to make a postgr 
size print of each negative relating to the marked contact 
sheet. The contact sheet has been marked with a black X on the 
photograph selected to be printed. On the four by five negatives 
the Exhibit Section will choose the best negative for the poster 
size prints. 


The department has requested that this be available 
to them for the Federal Grand Jury that meets lionday, April 5, 
1965, at HNontgomery. Exhibit Section will return prints to Selma 
prior to Federal Grand Jury meeting. 


* 


K — Also enclosed are three charts that the Exhbit 
Section is requested to reproduce for court room exhibit. These 
will also be prescnted to the same Federal Grand Jury. These 


should also be returned, to Selma Mor to the Federal Grand Jury 
meeting. 


‘ Bureau side 
3 - Mobile 


117 it pr jel, Agent | in Charge 
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Miss Hol. ne. 
818 M URGENT 3/26/65 CWH . 


TO DIRECTOR, MOBILE (SELMA) AND MOBILE 
FROM DETROIT (44-643) 2P 


| 2 
UNSUSS 3 MURDER OF VIOLA LIUZZO, MARCH TWENTYFIVE, 
LAST: LEROY JEROME MOTON DASH VICTIMS: CR DASH ELECTION LAWS. J. 


4 


~ -. 


oe . : n 
*, t TELEPHONE CALL TWO AM FROM INSPECTOR JOSEPH 


SULLIVAN, SELMA, ALA., TO DETROIT, CONCERNING CALL 
RECEIVED BY\SHERIFF JANES 6. CLARK. 
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CST 3/26/63 URGENT TAT 3 | 10 Tah —_ 
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DIRECTOR, F31 | — a ) 


FROM SAC, MOBILE (SELMA) €44-1245) 


unsuss: e AKA MRS. AN TH ON lotet _LEROY 
u. RISHTS — cee r. LAWS 


senonKoton DASH VICTIMS, CR © Ele 
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THE TEXT OF THE COMPLAINT FILED 3EFORE UNITED STATE 


7 
COUMLSSI ONER JAMES u. GUTTERY, MONTGOMERY, ALASAMA, MARCH 
°- 2 p 
ruxvrrstx,Ausraur, IS SET FORTH BELOW. 7 N 
4 


COMPERINT FOR VIOLATION OF SECTION TO FOUR ONE, SECTION 
ELanTeE®, USC, WAS FILED AT TEN TWENTYFIVE A.M. ON MARCH we 
insreff. COMPLAINT STATES THAT ON OR ABOUT MARCH TWENTYFIVE,, 
SIXTYFIVE, at LOWNDES COUNTY, IN THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF AL ARAYA, 
‘DID, COMMENCING ON OR ABOUT JANUARY ONE, SIXTYFIVE, AND CONTINUING. 
ro bac OF THIS COMPLAINT, YILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, COLLIE: LEROY 
via In., EUGENE THOMAS AND GARY THOMAS ROWE, IR., WITHIN THE - 
bat DISTRICT OF ALABAMA, NORTHERN DIVISION, CONSPIRED TOGETHER - 
vin 85 OTHER AND WITH “OTHER PERSONS UNK if 7 
Tiare ano INTIMIDATE crTr zen REG pia STATES IN THE 


) nelle ORASELMA AND MONTGOMERY, ALASAMA, IN TH KOM? exerctss AND 
e or eee eee 
END PAGE ONE oe. f | | 
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PAGE TNO sees : 
ENJOYMENT OF THE FOLLOWING RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES SECURED THEM 3Y 
THE CONSTITUTION AND LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

ONE DASH THE RIGHT TO PEACEFULLY ASSEMSLE, PUBLICLY PROTEST 
AND PETITION THE GOVERNOR OF ALABAMA FOR REDRESS OF GRIEVANCES 
ON BEMALF OF NEGRO CITIZENS OF ALABAMA FREE FROM ARBITRARY AND 
OPPRESSIVE INTERFERRENCE FROM THE STATE OF ALASAMA. 

TWO DASH THE RIGHT TO PUBLICLY PROTEST UNLAWSUL DEPRIVATION 
OF THE RIGHT OF NEGROES OF ALABAMA TO REGISTER TO VOTE AND 10 VOTE. 
FOR CANDIDATES FOR FEDERAL OFFICES. _ 

THREE DASH THE RIGHT TO ENCOURAGE AND ASSIST NEGRO CITIZENS 
OF ALABAMA IN THE EXERCISE OF THEIR RIGHT TO REGISTER TO VOTE AND. 
ro VOTE FOR CANDIDATES FOR FEDERAL OFFICES. 

FOUR DASH THE RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE IN A PROTEST MARCH FROM 


SELMA TO MONTGOMERY, ALAGAMA, TO PRESENT A PETITION TO GOVERNOR 
OF ALABAMA IN MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, ‘AND TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 


CARRYING OUT OF A PROPOSED PLAN FOR SUCH MARCH PURSUANT TO AND 
UNDER THE TERMS OF AN ORDER ENTERED ON MARCH SEVENTEEN, SIXTYFIVE, 
BY THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF 
END Pa AE TVo. 
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PAGE THREE www ti‘ a | 
ALABAMA IN THE CASE OF WILLIAMS VERSUS WALLACE, NUMBER Tu ONE 
EIGHT ONE DASH u. 

IT WAS PART OF THE PLAN AND PURPOSE OF THE CONSPIRACY THAT 
THE DEFENDANT WOULD HARRASS, THREATEN, ASSAULT, SHOOT AND KILL 
PERSONS WHO CAME TO THE AREA OF SELMA AND MONTGOMERY ALA@AMA, TO 
PARTICIPATE IN AND LEND THEIR SUPPORT TO A DEMONSTRATION MARCH 
FROM SELMA TO MONTGOMERY PURSUANT TO A PLAN APPROVED BY AN ORDER 
OF THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT, MIDDLE DISTRICT OF ALABAMA, 
on MARCH SEVENTEEN, SIXTYFIVE, REFERRED TO ABOVE AND TO HARRASS, 
THREATEN, ASSAULT, SHOOT AND KILL NEGRO CITIZENS OF ALABAMA WHO 
PARTICIPATED IN OR SUPPORTED THE MARCH IN VIOLATION OF SECTION 
TWO FOUR ONE, TITLE EIGHTEEN, USC. AND COMPLAINANT STATES THAT 
| urs COMPLAINT IS BASED ON INFORMATION COMING TO THE ATTENTION 
OF SPFCLAL AGENT SPENCER ROBB OF THE FBI, DURING THE COURSE OF 


an. OFFICIAL. INVESTIGATION. 1 
ACTING ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL JOHN DOAR HAS REQUESTED 
THAT THE BUREAU ADVISED THE DEPARTMENT AS TO THE TEXT OF THE 


COMPLAINT. HR. DOAR PREPARED THE COMPLAINT. 
END ua RPP | 
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1 Date: 4/1/65 


(Type.in plain text or code) 
4 
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Transmit the following in 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 
| FROM: SAC, PHILADELPHIA (44-893) (RUC) 


SUBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS; ETAL; 
VIOLA" LIUZZQ>, aka; 
LEROY JEROME MOTON - VICTIMS; 
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 


OO - MOBILE 


Re Detroit tel to Philadelphia (interorf't 
Remyte2 to Bureau and Mobile 3/31/65. 


There is forwarded herewith to Mobile 
Certification of Birth signed by C. L. WILBAR, JR., dated 
3/31/65 bearing the Seal of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
and the number 451409. This certifies that in file number 
56399-25 a record of birth was filed April 18, 1925 showing 


that on April 11, 1925 in Pike Run Township, Washington 
County, Pa., a female child, REGG was born to 
HEBER GREGG and mA, nee ON. e NS 4727 


„...... ͤ This was obtained by IC nema. 


RUC. 


.- or, 


“3 - Bu 
2 - Mobile (mel 1) (AIRMAIL - SPECIAL DELIVERY) 
Ph 


beds dGO/ ad 
REC ah 3 APR 2 1965 
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od 
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ay 8 * 5 GATIVE ig SION 


Instant information w., furnished by _ N 
Mobile on 3/27/65 as result of a request by . : 
Mr. St. John Barrett of the Department. es 
Mr. Barrett advised on 3/27/65 that the Oo ae ae 3 
Attorney General desired that the Bureau — te 
obtal n this inforna tion concerning Cir cut 8 SES 
Solicitor Arthur E. ‘Gamble, Jr. The Atty e — 
General desired to know what kind of re eee 
pros ecutor Gamble is; whether or not he is o a 
has been affiliated with Klan-type groups; es 
and any information concerning his 
background which would indicate what kind 


of job he would do on this case. 


Attached information furnished to 
Mr. Barrett at approximately 3 p.m., 
3/27/65. No identifiable information on 
Gaim ble in Bureau indices. 


JDH: mas 


* 2 * i 2 — l 
“Wh Be “2 ; ee 3 . 
1 ; e * — as 85 2 2 * 7 


J 0 7 
Pe, ° 5 


2 


25 


, a +“ 
— 
— 


— 


8 — 2 ; 
Usher eee 

29 2 3 ＋ g 

* r 2 a AG eS Ae 


* 


os Qe 4 23 
ok en, WERE ll 


— 


* ah: 


Tefen of ieee OPE pape Tet tx K. rere a 
* e ys . 7 g 6 „ ’ a = - be . 
re 18 Bee: — .* — 


* 4 n 
8 $ rae a : 


2 
Pe 


„ 4 — 0 
ve 


* t 2 «wa ioe © oe * 
— To, PA) ene Neck Aes 


7 E 8 


fe lien 
seh ra 1 2 


CST 3/27/65 URGENT TAT 


* FROM: SAC, ys a (SELMA) (44-1243. 


EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL./ VIOLA 


) ch . 2 De:T-2 L 
““MoTON DASH VICTIMS, CR = EL. 


emen TODAY. 
Be 


© ARTHUR . GANSLE, IR., IS CIRCUIT SOLICITOR FOR THE 
9. 
sogcrats, CIRCUIT WHICH ENCOMPASSES LOWNDES COUNTY, ALA., WHERE 


ce “rr. “yy 
Rs Liuzay. WAS KILLED. ME RESIDES IN GREENVILLE, LA., 
WHERE WIS FATHER WAS CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR MANY YEARS. OURING PAST 


CORTACTS WITH GAM3LE, HE HAS SEEN VERY COOPERATIVE WITH BUREAU 


AGENTS AND EXPRESSED ADMIRATION FOR THE aUREAU AND ITS 
DIRECTOR.. HE fas AT NO TIME 3EEN CRITICAL OF ANY OF THE 
BUREAU" 8 ACTIVITIES. 5 8 105 

— LKFORMATS ON HAS EVER SEN DEVELOPED, Nr, 2 85 4220 Ol 2 
AFFILIATED Ir ANY KLAN OR RACIAL HATE 1185 ORGANIZATION 
IN FREQUENT CONVERSATIONS WITH HIM RE THE en, HE" “ung Nar APR 611965 
EXPRESSED COMPLETE DISAPPROVAL IN STRONG TERNS OF THE KL . 
AKD 178 OBJECTIVES, AS WELL AS KLAN MEMSERSHIP WHICH HE FEELS 
| FNCAHPASSES INDIVIDUALS OF UNSAVORY CHARACTERS. 
Eu 2 ONE ose Lee 


7.0 APRLASES 77 


rn 
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PASE To 


gans. E18 APPROXIMATELY FORTY YEARS OF ASE, MARRIED, 
ard 18 YELL REGARDED IN THE COMMUNITY AND IN HIS PROFESSIONAL 
Un. a 

NO INFORMATION HAS EVER CONE TO THE ATTENTION OF THE 
NOSILE OFFICE OR AGENTS WHO HAVE BEEN IN CONTACT WITH GAMSLE 
In THE PAST THAT HE YOULD IN ANY WAY DISREGARD HIS DUTIES To. 
PROSCCUTE PERSONS TO THE FULL EXTENT OF THE LAY. IT 18 FELT 
WITH THE PROPER EVIDENCE AND A JURY THAT WOULD NOT DISREGARD 
EVIDENCE GAMBLE COULD SUCCESSFULLY PROSECUTE CAPTIONED ~ 
[INDIVIDUALS FOR MURDER IN LOWNDES COUNTY, ALA. 
ENND _ BHSPELI~BE-ADVISES-SEPARATELY 
WA Ac PLS) IRI. „„ 
781 YASH DC 
ee 


~  cOuMONIEATIONS nn 
5 AR 1 1868 
reuerved” 
FRI ATLANTA | | 
728, Pu est 4-165 URGENT aan 
5 = " DIRECTOR AND SAC MOBILE SELMA) 44-1243 


FROM ATLANTA (44-1763 


oO. oe 
EUGENE THOMAS3 ETAL VIOLA GREGG LIUZz0, AKA3 


—— — 


LEROY ” JEROME doro * VICTIMS. CR DASH EL. 


... 


REMO AND at r TELETYPES THREE THIRTY-ONE ND BA TEL i 
FOUR ONE LAST. ae lA 


HARK HARRINGTON CONTACTED THIS DATE AT SCLC OFFICE ATLANTA —, _ 7 
AND APPRISED OF HOSEA WILLIAMS AUTHORIZATION TO EXAMINE RECORDS IN pry 
TRUNK OF AVIS RENTAL CAR. HARRINGTON ADVISED WILLIAMS LEFT KEYS _ +, 


TO CAR WITH HIM. HARRINGTON IN AGENTS PRESENCE EXAMINED RECORDS 

IN NINETEEN SIXTY-FIVE FORD. THESE RECORDS WERE CONTAINED IN A 

CARD BOARD BOX OF ABOUT TWO CUBIC FEET. HARRINGTON DESCRIBED 

THESE RECORDS AS (1) CARD FILE LIST OF PARTICIPANTS IN SELMA 

ACTIVITIES DATES OF ACTIVITY NOT SHOWN. () LIST OF NAMES AND ADDRESSES 
WITH ORGANIZATIONS THEY REPRESENT ON THREE BY FIVE CARDS. — 

(3) MISCELLANEOUS OPENED AND UNOPENED MAIL ADDRESSED TO DR. ) 
n. L. KING. (4) ESTIMATED TWO HUNDRED WESTERN UNION TELEGRAMS 

AND SOME MONEY ORDERS SOME UNOPENED WISHING SUCCESS TO PROJECT 

AND KING. : 

Nf RECORDS LOCATED RELATING TO AUTO'S USED TRIP LOGS o N 

- OTHER DATA RELATING TO ACTIVITIES or VICTIM LIUZZO. 
. af VE RIC % Ay) 

WA ons 5 

„ 6 30 satis’ 


FBI WASH DOC . 3535 . 2 | | 
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Potion pric ads Se 
Memorandum 


Mr. Belmont pare: April 1, 1965 


i 1 1225 Mr e Sullivan 
| : 1 5 5 1 - Mr. Belmont 
FROM : A. 29 1 - Mr. Rosen 


3 1 Mr. Malley 
I EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. 1 - Mr. McGowan 
: VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL. - VICTIMS 1 - Mr, Hines 
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 


Inspector McGovern advised that Attorney Matt Murphy 
had been trying to get in touch with our informant who is one of the 
subjects in this case, 


Accord z to Mc Overy Birm phar informant had been 
contacted by ho is eee b 7 N 
as a close pers Garen ng tc 
informant, 0 


Murphy had stated that if the subject (our inormanty d did not Poet in 

touch with Murphy that Murphy was going to come off“ of his bond, 

Birmingham Office desired to know whether or not the informant 

should get in touch with Attorney Matt Murphy, who of course is the 
Kan attorney. 


. ACTION _ iF 7 


Inspector McGovern was advised that inasmuch as the 
Department had been greatly concerned about the informant's relation 
5 as client with Attorney Matt Murphy and as Departmental Attorney 

. 2. St., John Barrett had fully discussed the case with the informant on 
3/31/65, the matter as to whether or not the informant should contact 
Murphy as an attorney in connection with this case should be brought 
to the attention of Departmental Attorney Barrett, McGovern was 
instructed that Birmingham should follow the advice of the Departmental 
attorney in this matter, 


( OPY SENT wan SQ eS ON 


REC 34 3 27 2441 


ach 
mont 


st 
14 Rosen 


85 ad THOUAS Malley 
i ORVILLE EATON, = McGowan 
u THOUAB ROWE, JB. , Ur. Hines 
Sl n LEROY WILKINS, n. 
VIOLA LIUZZO = VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION Live 


* ip 0 28 5 


With regard to the e of cubject 
* Thoaas Rowe, Jr., who is ase the 1 — this 
nat tor, with u Klux Klan Attorney liatt Hurphy, 

for posting his bond on March 26, 1963, . 
Hr. St. John Barrott of the Civil Rights Division talked 
to Rowe — on March 31, 1965. { 


mir. Barrett established that, although Katt 
Murphy is Rowe's attorney of record, Rowe doos nt 
consider iy, Murphy to bo his attornoy and “alg 1701 
not retain Mr. Murphy if his case wore to go to ft 
le, Barrett advised our Birmingham Office that Sood pg 
satisfied that Mr. Murphy does not represent subject 


Ir. Darrott further advised that the Federal 
Government will not prosocute Rowe and that, although he 
could make no statoment regarding state prosecution if 
the state initiates prosecution against Rowe, the Federal 
Government will stand behind him as far as it possibly 

3 — Ar. Barrett aes ee aria Sane of this, 


—— Rey way vere ee — 5 @ te 3 ee t--- 


leo The Deputy „ General 


9 le ur. John Doar | ee | 
| Acting Assistant Attorney General 
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UNITED STATES GOV ‘MENT © aes a OF JUSTICE 


Memorandum 


MAR 
Director - 30 1965 . 
: Federal Bureau of Investigation n 5 


5 i if 1 7 
pa ye ohn Doar, Acting 5 ni | 
i as General / "> 2.45 eo: 
5 7 
27.1 7 


b “Civil Rights Division 
| Pe 


William o. Eaton, 1 Wilkins, ae: ~ 71 

Eugen hopes Gary T-Rowe, Jr., Subjects; 93 
. Mrs. Viola Liuzzo, Victin. . ck x: oy. 8 = 

Conspiracy Against Rights » (Lowndes . a.) 

VII. RIGHTS 


WWE AM fps, * 5 “FV Nt. es "eA: “ay 


‘This refers to the investigation currently being conducted 
in connection with the killing of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo near 
Lowndesboro, Alabama, on the night of March 25, 1965. 


Please provide a summary of the available background 
information on the subjects recently arrested in connection 
with this case. This summary should include information con- 
cerning the past Ku Klux Klan activity, other anti-civil rights 
activity and any acts of violence or threatened violence en- 
gaged in Alabama, by these subjects or with which these 
subjects may be connected. 


In addition please provide a summary of the available 
information on the activities of the Ku Klux Klan organizatio 
| in the Selma, Montgomery and Birmingham areas since 1960. 
should include the identities of key Klavern level activists 
and -bigher level leadera. It shou s chronol ay 
of violent anti-civil rights activities threatened or eng 
in in Alabama by members of these Klaverns or with which hey 
eas be connected. | 
ne “Also provide available background information on the most 
violent members of the Klaverns referred to in the preceding 
EHM and on key state leaders. In this connection please 


nelude summaries of the available information on the following 
Sy perenne? 


oe 
¢ 
1 
ag 
¢ 


Robert Creel Ronald Tidwell 
Robert Thomas : Robert Shelton 
Eugene Reeves ese = Matthew Murphy 


please furnish this 1 to Mr. St. John Barrett 3 
f, my Tas in erte t d by Saturday, April 3,: 57 
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TEAR & DES. 
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ere ee . e 


| jos : 1 - Mr, Belmont 
2 | ae 1 re. Mohr 


Mr, Jens Doar A xxz1 1, 1968 


Acting Assistant Attorney General 


lo gr, Lo 
Director, FBI . ach 


W, [= F. Suliivan 


1 Mr, Baumgardner 
ER THOMAS : 1 = Mr. Gray 
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, 


GARY THOMAS ROWE, N., 


Sn LEROY WILKINS, n.; 


VIOLA LIUZZO < VICTI£ 
CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION Avs 


Reference is nade te your letter of March 30, 1965, 
requesting background information on the subjects recently 
arrested in this case, a summary of the activities of Klan 
organizations in the Selus, Montgomery and Birmingham, Alabana, 
122 Since 1960 and information — Han activists and 

eaders, 


) As you are avare background information on the subjects 
in this case has been furnis 


hed to you by ay letter of March 30, 
1965. 


: With regard to ‘your request for a summary Of available 
information on the activities since 1960 of Klan organizations in 
Selma, Montgomery and Birmingham, this material is already in your 

ion, Please refer to 781 investigative reports prepared by 


dur Birmingham and Mobile Office, furnished to you regularly in 


the cases entitled "United aces ane of America, Inc., Knights of the 


n Klux Klan"; V. 3, Hans 91 Knights of the ’mu Klux Klan, Ine. “; 


and “Dixie Hass, Knights the Ku Klux Klan, Ine.“ These reports 
ad contemporaneously with the events, provide a thrdnology 


| of activities of these Klan organizations as well as infofaation 


Salliver — 


Tile. N 6 


their leaders and activists, We * 


8 In regard to your request for available Nea, iy 
Ankern tien on the individuals mentioned in your ae . 
x Ts), es -8t Pea 


and "Robert Milton Creel, Neis 2 67 
ecordancé Jour request, available 8 5 
= concerning Eugene Reeves, Ronald Tidwell and Matthew Murphy will 
d by April 3, 1865, to . John Barrett of your 


+ 5 R. Alabams,. .:'\ - 
AYG:Jaw (0) 7 ae \N 
<yAls. 1 . 


“memorandum Paneer coer to Sullivan dated 3/31/63, 
gene William Orville Eaton, Gary Thomas 


, Collie Leroy Wilkins, Jr.; Vida Liuzzo - Victia, 
ghts; Election Laws," prepared by AWG:jas. 


* 2 
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‘UNITED STA ra RK NMENr ö 
12 Mr. Conrad 


i Memorandum kr. Wiliians 


fi. l = Office, 7133 
ee . eersaO - | DATE: J. 22 os” 


doe 85 15 H. N 
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SUBJECT: EUGENE, THOMAS, et al.; 
VIOLA LIUZZO, aka 
uns. ANTHONY: J. LIUzzo, 
LEROY JEROME MOTON, VICTIMS; 
CR = EL: 
cyl 2 : = FEI ger e LAWS 


Mrs. Liuzzo was shot near Selma, Alabama, on 8 


the evening of 3/25/65 while engaged in the transportation: 
of civil W demonstrators between Montgomery and Solma. 
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March 26th, 1965 


| ‘Hon. John Fdgar Hoover Mise C 


Washington, D.C. 


eS eee 


Tear Mr Hoover: 
„for the wonder- 


ful rapid successful probe in 


finding the 

Klu Klux vlan re- 
sponsible for the death of 
The Iady in fretroit, whose 
sympathies was directly in 
loppos ite of the Nlans ideas. 


: In this incident 
you and your staff made up for 
the ne- in vehnedys shot, witch 
Could have been avoided by the 
men t investigators) who al lowed 
}Oswald to get by without request- 


S961 68 ul - be 
ON AN 


„eur Cr F. 18 


ing Qswald to open thut pe per 
pack ge (gun) he was: holding on 

to «oe for inspection... just to be 
sure, end the shot could have 

been avoided. However, and in- 
asmuchas you caught up with these 

4 so and 80186. proved once again 
you and your staff are on the ball 
and will be rolling for the benefit 
lof the American public. 


oJ 
oO”. 


Keep up the good work. Thanx 
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Please see that these men are 

well reprimanded since up to now 
the Klu Klux have not known to 

be penalized for their burning 
crosses and defacement, and incite- 
mente and barbaric and ... .« 
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‘UNITED STATES C ERNMENT 


e dum 
110 0 Mer. Dre 7 DATE: 4-1-65 


FROM 2 r 5 E. Mor rell 


SUBJECT: 


Note was received March 26th from captioned 
individual in which she congratulated the Director upon the rapid 
solution of the recent killing of the civil rights worker inthe | 
vicinity of Selma, Alabama. In her note the correspondent states 1 8 
flatly that the Ku Klux Klan was responsible for this death. 


| The correspondent goes on to say that in solving j 
this case the Director and the FBI made up for "the lack in 
Kennedy's shot, which could have been avoided by men (investigators) 
who allowed Oswald to get by without requesting Oswald to open 
that paper package." It is apparent that this correspondent has her 
facts completely mixed up with respect to the assassination of the 
* President Kennedy. 


Bufiles contain no information concerning captioned 


| iii 


OBSERVATIONS: 
<7 If we were to write to this individual we would be 
in a position of accepting her congratulations and at the same time 
explain to her our position concerning the assassination of President 
\ Kennedy. 
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i r ane, M.; 

DN LIUZZO, aka., CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 
Urs. Anthony, J. ‘Liuzzo; ; o 
LEROY JEROME Loren = VICTIMS 4) J. 


‘REFERENCES:- Teletype from Mobile (Selma) to Detroit, dated | 
| 3/30/65. 


Report of n at Detroit, dated 


3/31/65. 
- RUC - 


a 


„ Cover Page . 
ee Ve 


Approved L ; 4 ee 5 2 De act write la spaces belew 


1 8 Ans). 2 | 1 Lid 


5 = Mobile (Selma) (44-1245) (ausD). 
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LC, one Detroit, Michigan 


+ WELLIAM ORVILLE EATON; 
_.. COLLIE LEROY WILKINS; | 
GARY THOMAS ROWE, M.; 
VIOLA L1UZZO; 
' LEROY JEROME MOTON - VICTIMS 


_ CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 


Additional background information concerning 
victim VIOLA LIUZZO set out. ANTHONY J. LIUZZO, 
.. husband of victim, indicated . 
5 that victim VIOLA LIUZZO was 
Neil ng psychiatric treatment from Doctor 
- ABRAHAM ELSEN, Northland Center, Southfield, 
Michigan. Victim VIOLA LIUZZO reported to Detroit 
Police Department as missing person on 7/16/64 by 
husband who stated victim disappeared 7/13/64. 
VIOLA LIUZZO located 7/18/64 with GORDON GREENE, 
Montreal, Ontario, Canada. While victim VIOLA 
LIUZZO was missing, she wrote despondent letters 
Pe es to husband from cemetery from which she gave her 
„ eon birth and death dates. Victim not known to 
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~ Rave engaged in other Civil Rights activities. 


| - RUC - 
DETAILS: 
CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVITIES 
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| National Association For The Advancement of Colore 
(NAACP) , Detroit, 1 47 5 stated that both VIOLA LI 
and her husband, ANTHONY JAMES LIUZZO were members of the NAACP 
at Detroit.. 00 D 


— recalled that his only contact with Mrs. 

LIUZZO was in September of 1964, at which time she came to the 
NAACP offices to advise that she had just been convicted in 
Detroit Recorders Court for failing to send her children to 

school and that she had wanted this conviction to demonstrate 
what she considered an injustice in allowing children age sixteen 
to drop out of school and that she tinught that this should be 
changed so that children — not drop out of school until age 
eighteen. 


Mrs. LIUZZO stated that while in court she had seen 
a young Negro girl who appeared to be suffering from malnutrition 
and that this girl had been convicted of some minor offense. Mrs. 
LIUZZO stated that she had wanted to offer the unknown Negro 
| but_did not want to embarass her and she requested 
make an effort to identify the girl and that. 
would then provide funds. Mrs. LIUZZO made this 
‘statement that, "To Le aavoived is my Christian duty”. 
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8 os on March 26, 1965, an article appeared in "The | 
| Detroit News", a newspaper published daily at Detroit, Michigan, 
8 entitled, “All Men Are Created Equal - A Life So Dedicated Is : 
Gone", under the by-line of LAWRENCE J. GREEN which reported 

an interview with ANTHONY J. LIUZZO. 


Mr. LIUZZO . reportedly stated that VIOLA LIUZZO 
had never taken part in Civil Rights dcmonstrations although they 
had contributed to the llatioual Association For The Advancement 
Sis — People (NAACP) and other groups concerned with Civil 
s. 
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„ MOTIVATION FOR TRIP TO 
SELMA, ALABAMA | 3 


. March 2, 1965, an article appeared in “The Detroit 
) Free Press", a newspaper published daily at Detroit, Michigan, 
entitled, "Four Accused of Killing Detroit Mother" under the by-line 
of — 1 HOYT. | 


In this article ANTHONY J. LIUZZO is reported as stating 
that VIOLA LIUZZO decided to make the trip to Selma, Alabama, on 
the day that a group of “ayne State University students staged 
a sympathy demonstration in the Detroit Federal Building to protest 
attacks on Negro and white demonstrators in Selma and Montgomery, 
Alabama. 


ANTHONY L1IUZZO stated he tried to talk VIOLA L1UzZO 
- out of making the trip and told her to come home; however, VIOLA 
LIUZZO. was worked up and took off immediately for Selma, Alabama. 


Mrs. LIUZZO was reported to have arrived in Selma, 


Alabama, on March 18, 1965, where she used her automobile to 
transport Civil — workers around Selma, Alabama, and Mobile, 
Alabama. 


INDICATION OF EMOTIONAL DISTURBANCE © 
AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
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 Turaishe he Sketchy notes contained in her file concerning 
VIOLA L10220. These notes read as follows: 


Parents EVA WILSON and HERBER B. GREGG were married 
June 24, 1924, in Little Washington, Pennsylvania. 


Mother EVA GREGG, age 60, lives in Fort Oglethorpe, 
Georgia. She is retired school teacher; graduated 
from University of Pittsburgh. Mother has heart 
condition, Catholic, but is not active. Describes 
relationship as normal and good until a few years 
ago hen they had disagreements over VIOLA‘s 
children and their rearing. 


oe eo ad aye wih 2 with N 


been disat * * 5570 


JLA says she had no relationship with Tather. 
He was in and out of Veterans Administration (VA) 
Hospitals. He worked in coal mines in Pennsylvania; 
went to school to second grade. VIOLA describes 
father as “self-educated man". Says father was . 
“somewhat of a wanderer". 


Sibling - WIOLA - oldest; second is MARY HIGBEE, age 30, 
. divorced - plans to remarry September 26, 1964, 
613 West Michigan, Ypsilanti, Michigan 


Maternal 

Relatives Uncle DAVE WILSON, Youngstown, Ohio 
Uncle HAROLD WILSON, Library, ‘Pennsylvania 
Aunt SARAH BIGRIGG, Youngstown, Ohio 
Aunt 100 ?, Cytherin, Pennsylvania 


Paternal 
Relatives Aunt BLANCHE DUFFY, whereabouts unknown 
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Religion | No formal - “Believes in basic good conduct which 
| 2 is basis of all religion” according to VIOLA. 


Previous 

Trouble She purposely stole microscope at Parkside 
General - insisted on being arrested - this was 
to call attention to Doctor PARKS who VIOLA felt 
was not competent. 


Present 

Trouble - VIOLA states she planned to get in trouble, as she 
kept the children out of school as a protest“. 
She feels that the compulsory age for attending 
school should be eighteen instead of sixteen 
and felt keeping children out of school would bring 
attention to her concern. . 


Impression VIOLA is 5° 1” and weighs about 140 pounds. She 
and is confused, emotionally unstable and appears on 
Appearance the fringe of a serious mental breakdown... 
Early Home 
Life VIOLA was reared by natural parents father vas 
3 An and out of home —- VA Hospital. Described 
childhood as very happy, but says they were very 
very poor. They did at one time receive public 
assistance as Mother was pregnant and could not 
work. Family lived in five states while VIOLA 
was achild. She never remenbers finishing a 
- school term in same city. Claims Mother encouraged 
- @arly marriage. VIOLA's first marriage vas at age 
sixteen after this she left Tennessee (where family 
was living at the time.) 


Says she cannot remember all schools she attended. 
Attended St. Marys High in Sewanee, Tennessee. 
Finished ninth grade (claims high school diploma 
waived, took entrance examination and is in 
Sophomore English class in Wayne State University). 


VIOLA married in Knoxville, Georgia, at age of 
_ gixteen to WILLIAM PHILLIPS, age 34. Married to 
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et away from home. Marriage was in Chattanooga, 
ennessee, 1941, separated the day after wedding. 
Husband divorced VIOLA in about one year she — 
was not in city. 
Second VIOLA married GEORGE ARGYRIS in 1943 
in Detroit, Michigan, - separated in 1949, 
divorced September, 1950, VIOLA married ANTHONY 
JAMES LIUZZO in Detroit, Michigan. Describes 
present marital relationship a8 good; nowever, 
husband does not understand children, “ 


Children 1. PENNILLIPI, born June 5, 1946, in Detroit. 
Father is GEORGE ARGYRIS, VIOLA‘'s second husband, 
but child was adopted by present husband. Where- 
abouts uakaove somewhere in Ypsilanti, Michigan 
prior to this she lived with maternal aur 


* 


2. MARY eva. born e 22, 1948, lives with 
maternal grandp | tas been there since 
Jul | 


3. THOMAS, bora June 23, 1951, nitecde Winship 
Junior School, 7A. 


4. ANTHONY, born March 8, 1955, attends Winship 
Elementary (involved in VIOLA's offense). : 


8. SALLY, born August 6, 1958, attends Winship 
Elementary School. 


EKcononic —- 

Situation VIOLA lives at home with her husband and three 
youngest children. They live at 19375 Marlowe. 
They are buying a home on a fifteen year mortgage — 
twelve room home. Husband is employed by Local 

234 Teamsters as Business Agent - Gross $360.00 gn 
per week nets $249.00.  . Their 1963 Oldsmobile e 

88 hardtop financed by General Motors Acceptance _ .. 
Corporation (GMAC) - payments $101 per month. 
They owe Winkleman's 1 00; J. I. udo Company 
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$400. 00; Gedringer's Jewelry $400.00. These i. . 
- pills were charged by VIOLA'’s sixteen year old 
: daughter, MARY. Family is paying on all bills. 


Esployment Last employment Parkvue Industrial Receiving 
Clinic as Medical Assistant for two years 1962- 
1963. Quit because of investigation going on at 
hospital regarding doctor who was not qualified. 
At Sinai Hospital she claims she helped in 
Research Department 1961 sour noaths. 


Good - smokes carton of cigarettes per week; 
drinks occasionally - vodka. No venereal disease; 

- denies use of drugs. Wayne County General two 
years for one week - voluntary admission wanted 
someone to take a look at family and help her with 
children - nine pregnancies - five living children 
four miscarriages. 


Habits Enjoys taking children to woods to collect stones; 
plays scrabble with husband and reads. 


Residence In Detroit, Michigan, since 1942 - lived at present 

| address since April, 1963, prior address of 18491 
Marlowe sold equity to purchase present home in 
June, 1953. 


September : 
Lives at 19375 Marlowe with husband ANTHONY and 
~~ three children. There are two children out of 
the home, one with grandparents and one in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. PENNY, age 18, in Ann Arbor; 
MARY, age 16, with grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. 
HERBER GREGG, 61 Polk Circle, Georgia. THOMAS, 
age 13, home; ANTHONY, age 9, home; SALLY, age 6, 
howe. VIOLA supported by husband, who works for 
Teamsters Local 247 as a Business Agent. Wife is 
„ not employed, but is attending Wayne State 
University, majoring in English - Sophomore standing. 
3 ee e Mr. BELLBFLEUR . Not attending this 
* . 
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1, ld with daughter, SALLY. VIOLA ranbiles 
and talks so it is very difficult to follow any 
one train of thought. She is probably above 
average intellectually, —€ she is quite 


disturbed. 


Telephone call from husband VIOLA went in Detroit 
Memorial Hospital nervous breakdown. Continues 
to talk about children and her concern about the 
present school set up, etcetciu. VIOLA rattles on 
so much ig such a confused way it is very difficult 
to follow her train of thought. 


Reported. 


Reported with daughter, PENNY, who is a very 
attractive girl. She intends to attend Eastern 
College in January, 1965. PENNY visiting parents. 
MARY is now married, but VIOLA does not know who 
MARY married. 


Telephone call requesting permission to be 
excused from reporting - says children are ill. 


W stated that VIOLA LIUzzo, while 47C 
see ber, had written the following poem which she 
“ETERNITY? 


"Beneath a dark and dreary night 
There stands a man within God's sight 


He, alone, can tear away 


The power of night that forms a day 
So relentlessly this man trods on 
To search for what something he fears longgone 
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"Hence from rising sun, to an endless day 
_- He ig never still for he cannot say 
So above or below the mud or the rain 
He thrashes on through an unknown terrain 
So often he's tired; so often he's pained : 
Yet he still struggles on to the peak he must gain 
This peak will he reach? Can this man refrain 
- From surrender to pain, the cost of life's gain 
Aan! the peak he has reached, he did not refrain 
Thus everything ventured was everything gained 
Tranquil peace is the peak and now also 
his right 
80 he now lies forever, joined with God 
in sight 


: "Truth is not Christian, Jewish, Hindu or Buddist. 
What is true for one man is true for all men. Just as 


there is no such thing as Christian medicine, Jewish 
biology or hindu”. 
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% shock with the Election Commission revealed that 
VIOLA L220 registered to vote for the first time in the Detroit, 
Michigan, area on October 8, 1960, Ward 22, Precinct 96; however, 
her name was stricken from voter records as she failed to exercise 


her right as a citizen of the United States and has never voted in 
this area. 


On January 28, 1964, her name was taken off voter 


records. 
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Date — 


5 Sinai 
able ot erst su Dürer Drive, Detroit, Lege 
| igan, advised that 1 3 ‘VIOLA AVN 110220 worked at the: 

9 as a Research Technician (trainee) from August 16, 1962, 

to October side 1962. 


| pointed out that an application form completed 
on July 26, 1962, contains the following data: 


“Residence 18491 Marlowe, 
1 Detroit, Michigan 
Telephone Number BR 2-0858 
Social Security ) 
Number . 381-44-9357 
Date of Birth April 11, 1925 
| (place not shown) 
Age | 37 years 
Marital Status : Married 
Number of Children Five 
Maiden Name GR EGG 
Person to Notify in JOSEPHINE FLORINI, 
the Event of an 6366 Abington Avenue, 
Nergency: Detroit, Hichigan 
Education Gv .mzar School, 
St. Marys, Chattanooga, 
Tennessee 
High School One year —— 
College None 
Other Training Carnegie Institute as a 
Medical Assistant in 1962 
Previous Employment Parkvue Medical Center, 
: 28303 Joy Road, Garden 
„ . City, Michigan, June, 1962 
—————ů— ere wane ee es — 66 August, 1962 
Health status "Good" 
Physical Defects None 
Personal References:? HAROLD HENDERSON, IM. D., 
3 ; 853 Fisher Building, 
Detroit, Michigan 


SARAH SCHOOTEN, M.D., 
Medical Arts Building 
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". Personal References Reverend FRANCIS GRANGR, ' 


aes 5 Coat z e | St. Alphonsus Rectory, 
4 , Dearborn, Michigan 


Also 10 the personnel file for Mrs. LIUZZO, according 
is a five page handwritten letter which Mrs. LIUZZO 


to Mr. BERNARD FUSS in October, 1963, spital. =~ 
tor o 


on for resigning from her employrent at this hospital. 
A that Mr. FUSS at the time was the Associate Direc 


OPS has 3 : 67C, 


| advised the letter refers to a misunderstand- 
* which Mrs. LIUZZO apparently had with Mr. SIDNEY KOBERN‘CK, 
who was in charge of the laboratory at the hospital where Mrs. 
LIUZZO worked. He said the misunderstanding involved some tissue 
slides on which Mrs. LIUZZO worked and the letter also explained 
. that her work at the hospital laboratory had begun to interfere with 
her pursuit of study at the Wayne State University. 
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Won of Detro 126767 West Outer Brive, Darr, 1 
advised that Mrs. VIOLA LIUZZO was employed 

dur ing the short period of time Mrs. LIUZzzo worked in the labora- 
tory of this hospital. 


„ recalled that her first contact with Mrs. 
LIUZZO was early one Sunday morning shortly prior to her beginning 
work at the hospital laboratory when she encountered Mrg, LIUZZO 

get out of one of the cots in the laboratory area. 
explained that she had weekend duty and had come on duty 
early that morning not anticipating that anyone would be in the 
laboratory since it is the practice of the hospital for the 
laboratory area to be completely secured during the evening hours. 


stated there was also an unlids 

woman occupying one of the cots with Mrs. LIUz 20. 
recalled that Mrs. LIUZZO was dressed only in a hospita gown, 
which contained some blood stains. The other unidentified woman 


was dressed in street clothing. | 
aa c, 
Upon this Mrs. LIUZZO commented, "Oh$ 


you re ", and responded, "That was correct" and 
anquired as to the reason for.Mrs. LIUZZO'’s unexpected presence 
ia the laboratory. 


According „ Mrs. LIUZZO's only explana- 
tion was that she was there to volunteer for laboratory experi- 
mentation. explained the hospital does have a , 
program that individua voluntarily appear for laboratory 
experimental work; however, upon checking, she found no record 
that such an arrangement had been made with Mrs. LIUZZO and she 
— vas never able to determine why irs. L was. in the laboratory 
on this Sunday morning. 


eee stated that during Mrs. LIUZZO's 


euploynent, she was one of the individuals present in a group 
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UZZO ceased her work at the hospital. 
advised she had no knowledge concerning any activity of 
UZZO apart from her employment with the hospital. 
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reien j 
5 G He said that 
HOGI tine has. e i Jces recall Mrs. LIUZZO 
OLE Bal Mt Gi He said his recollection of j 
) was bat She was an Older woman, eager and vivacious 
5 he said she was willing although not a very hero worker. 


4 4 age a yor oe girigl Fee x 
° — W n ot Fax 24 2g . 2 * 3 * ; 
OWE Bok» ey 1 &. er 3 85 


le Said he ‘aid aot snow ure. L1UZZO before she came 
to the hospital and had no contact wit ar wi bi ft, although 
on one occasion when she contacted hin nF Fh in connection 
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——— said he has no knowledge of any activity 
of Mrs. LI except that he does recall that she was a student 

at Wayne State University. 
destribed Mrs. L16220 as a very 
excitable person and an individual who was obviously quite eas 4117 
pe si to an extreme degree on any matter which she did not under- 
stand. 


ae 
- . — 


. « » . * — 
— — . SST, VD — —E— — — p ——ä— ow ——— — ew — — — we — 


oo 2/31/65 _w —— _ File $__Detroit 44-643 _. 
il i . 


— neither recommendations ser conclusions of the FBI. ft te the property of the FBI end te leaned to 
1 end ite contents ere aot to be e e . . a 


19 
r OI SED hfe. ee ©. pee 2 f 
„ * 7 2 . A mY. 
rr  E TENS 22 


~ GRNEHED INV ESTIGAT YE luv “& 


* 4 * oa * . 


‘itis: - Attached teletype sets forth 


e rom our Detroit 
Office f Viola. 
q sein r was & ae 
Se ima abama 2 
and herhusbend, A a : 1 — 


jae 


2 D oS * 


P a 5 — — 4 
ITY aa 7 a 25 7 re 
rr ner te 1 


2 a 


1 a A | 


„n 
3 


Rar * 


Ms 


1 1 


is ~ eh yee 
a, * = N 40 * 


* 


oe: 1 SS Se 


3 3 . rx. fr 88 PEAS : E Sere 


- *» 


Pi nf N 
. weit 
A ae: Spe 


oo ae ie 22 


— = . a: 


ERS 22 Elen 2 4 20 7. 95 
9 


i 26 1965 ee 1 aa 


tr. ( p-per._._.. 
Mr. (iat a. 


FSI dexlorr ao 
351 AM URGENT 5726765 J 7 0. 


DIRECT OR AND SELMA oie: as 3 b 2. ä 
FROM DETROIT (44-NEW) , : , 


S 
UNSUBSs MURDER OF VIOLA Tiuzzo, THREE TWENTYFIVE N 4.— 
LEROY JEROME NOTON = VICTIMS CR - ELECTION LAWS. 
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sc BUREAU TEL CALLS TO DETROIT AND TEL CALL FROM SELMA, ALA. 
INSTANTs. : 


RECORDS, NICH. SECRETARY STATES OFFICE LANSING, MICH. 
bene NENETEEN SIXTYTHREE OLDS COUPE, SIXTYFIVE MICH. LIC. 


Mar O SEVEN SEVEN REGISTERED TO ANTHONY J. LIUZ ZO, ONE 


REE SS Vehicle Ideat fa lu 
NINE MREECREVEN FIVE MARLOWE, DETROIT, MICH. VEHICLE YAS W 


anger . 12 


sfx THREE uo M SIX ZERO FOUR EIGHT SIX. 5 ee ( 
200 — 1 


MICHIGAN OPERATOR’S LICENSE NUMBER L TWO ZERO ZERO DASH. 
SY¥T-WNS-F SD 5 
EIGHT FOUR bes DASH ZENO ONE FIVE DASH TWO EIGHT THREE ISSUED 

Hes fr 


rack Sr SIXTYTHREE TO 25 LIUZZO BORN FOUR ELEVEN 
17s" 
TYENTYFIVE;. ONE NINE THREE SEVEN FIVE MARLOWE, DETROIT, 251 
2. 
BLONDE NAIR, GREY EYES, FIVE TWO. AND ONE HALF Fo N 
— — —— 
Les g. No VISION RESTRICT IOS. 4» — 
Beotreorr, MICHISAN PD FILES REVEA VIOLA LIUZZO, ONE 1 9 
— —— GEE 
“THREE K rt: FIVE MARLOWE, DETROIT, BORN FOUR ELEVEN TWENTYFIVE, 
CALIFORNIA, PAs, ARRESTED SIX SIXTEEN SIXTYFOUR, FOR “FAILING 


TO SEND CHILDREN TO SCHOOL”. NO DISPOSITION: rene * LIUZZO ; 
5: ine Female roa 1 r 
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DESCRIBED AS Tu FIVE TWO, ONE FORTY Las. 
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PAGE 10. 3 
WROTE A LETTER TO “DETROIT FREE PRESS", A DETROIT DAILY MEVSPAPER, 
BELITTLING THE GOVERNMENT'S ATTACK ON JAMES R. HOFFA, PRESIDENT, ~ 
INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF TEAMSTER. NO OTHER REFERENCES ER 
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VIOLA LIu o. 1 „„ . 


- | WINETEEN SIXFYFOUR DIRECTORY FOR WEST * DETROIT REVEALED 72: 
, > ANTHONY J. LIUZZO, WIFE VIOLA, RESIDES one Nin NINE THREE SEVEN FIVE | 
“MARLOWE, DETROIT, AND HE EKPLOYED AS BUSINESS AGENT FOR ra- | 
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SECRETARY STATES OFFICE, DRIVERS SERVICE DIVISION, 
LANSING, MICHIGAN, ADVISED ANTHONY JAMES L1UZZ0, ONE NINE THREE 
SEVEN FIVE MARLOWE, DETROIT, ISSUED CHAUFFERS LIC. L 10 ZERO 
ZERO DASH ZERO SIX SEVEN DASH THREE SIX SEVEN DASH SEVEN SIX FIVE 
TO EXPIRE FIVE FIVE SIXTYFIVE. LIUZZO DESCRIBED ASM, 8 BORN 
TEN FIVE THIRTEEN, FIVE TEN AND ONE HALF, ONE NINETYTWO LBS. 
BLUE EYES BLACK HAIR, NO VISION RESTRICTIONS. 

NO OTHER PERTINENT INFO DEVELOPED. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (1085-88374) 
sac, ATLANTA (105-773) 


. DIXIZ KLANS 
 ENIGETS OF THZ KU KLUX KLAN, INC., 
RM 

(oo: Knoxville) 


Suciosed are the original and seven copies of a 


. eae letteriecd nemorand containing inxrormation received 
. tron ii: idles 9 


The information reportedly reccived vy =- 
das not been verified throurh other sources, 2 7 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


File New. 
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„Atlanta, Georgia 
- April 2, 1965 


DIXIE KLANS 
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN, INC, 
RACIAL MATTERS . 


— 


„ Jack Brown, 
Deren nr Address ing a group of Klansmen, 
left the group „ for the purpose of 
answering a telephone call and on his refiirn announced 
to the group ke received a telephone c from the 
daughter ‘of tne woman (Mrs. Viola Gregg Liuzzo), who 
“wes reportedly murdered-by—Xtansmen it the” vicinity 
of Selma, Alabama, a few days previgus. The calling _ 
party stated the reason she left home was because 
ker mother (Mrs. Viola Gregg Liuzzo) had Communist 
affiliations, 1 : * 85 

ee, 

Tk source of thi above information stated 
there was no way of knowing whether or not Brown 
actually received the | Jelephonezcall regarding the 
above information. 2 = 

/ 

This V n&ither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the/ FBI. It is 0 
F3I and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be „ outside your agency. 
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DIXIZ klaus, KNIGHTS OF 
FHS KU KLUX KLAN, INC, 
— 


1 ——— 


es a Confidontial Sources advised it was announced at 

a oting of Xlavan fl, J. 8. Uans, Keigats cz tho Ku Klux 
Xlaa, Inc., at Causttanooga, Tonnesses, on Se pronser 17, 1958, 
tans some formar leacers of Klavern #1 and their close assoe 
ciates had been banished from U. 8. Kians, 43125 ds o the 

u Klux Klan, Inc., during the preceding woo. 


Scurcos advised those indivicuals was wozo Sanished 

zozzad a Kew: kiana organization known as Dixie Klaas, tmigats 
82 Sas Ku aux Kian, Tac, wits neadquarters ia sasonsc Hall, - 
2323 Glass Street, East Cnattanoogs, Tenaussse. A sereral 
woisare caaster was secured trom the State of Tenness $3 on 

stobar 21, 1957, which charter lists so=ms of the purposes 

2 +53 ortanizat ic as freedom of speech and associa t? oa, 

ssscction of Zorcod rf presszva tion of the Coast i- 
Turzoas of the Ur! ted States and of Tennessee, and preservation 
Gs. Coe Soversignty Oz yy 85. 


, , Oa July 15, 1882, source stated that the DK, 
r, Tas., RAS oe activo klavezz in Teaucssee and two 
oon Te claves zs in Georgic. He stated Fneze are no otker 
2272228 Of This organization in any otascr states although 
~ccuu7zts have been made ia the past to organize klaverns 
13 ovke> Stavss. : 
A Confidential Source advised during the fall of 

1850 Saat a “cca” of Klavorn #1, DK, K, Inc., Chattanooga, 
“enncSs6e, Corsiscviag 02 sen nenbers And two alternates, 
iaciudiag 5 WILLIAN BROWN, Imperial Wizard (National! 

DPoesiceat) of OX, W, Yac., JACK LEON SROWN, Exalted Cyclops 
o2 Kiavern 51, Chattanooga, Tennessee (the local chapter 
srosideat), and ers, 2ll listed as members of Klavern 51, 
Dx, , inc., Chattanooga, Tennessee, during July, August, 
and Septexser, 19680, were zeporte“ly respoasibie for five 
soasings of residen ces of Eamilitoa County, Tennessee, during 
esas 24d August, 1960. Sons of these Lender rs and alternates 
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_ 4 ey 
02 don hod d closed mcetings 6 n. bombings and ö 


Gcher acts o violence. These meetings worse ‘rovortedly 
ciosed and rank and file members of this A 
unaware of such. All ropoz ted memsers and alternatcs of 
n interviews... during another invostig atten, * 
knowledge of bombings or acts of violenco, denisd kncwledge 
o don“ of DX, X, Inc., and majority admitted menber- 
Ship of DX, K, Inc. 


Sources eave repos ted § as late as Se ↄdsnbs x, 1863 

dad 202 tad past © eighteen months or moré, nene C2 the DX, 
K, INC., 202 ders or leaders, including JACK WILL IA 
ZOOM, have discussed any acts of violence. Ia fact, dur! 
his pericd, 1962-63, Negroes have demon rated at chat a- 
nooga, Tennessee, seeking integration oz gublic and municipal 
facilitics. In addition to these CGenonstrations soma of the 
sudlic schools, Chattanooga, have been integrated curing 
the fail of 1952 asd the fall of 1963. During these desnon- 
strations and tke ixntegraticn of thess schools, JACK WILLIAM 
BROWN and ore DK, KX, Inc., leacsrs at closed mceatings 
oz this organ! zg ti on, and on an individual basis, havs in- 
Structed memscrs of this organization to stay away Zen 
2>2nS o demcousetration by Negrcées and schools where intc= 

ration wes occurring, not to varticipate in assy daacnastza- 
tions or avtomps to interfere with any Negro dsmonstraticoas, 
violence cr advocate any acts of violence or become engaged 
in any argumcats over above matters. 


Fro Cetober, 1960 to July, 1884 no acts of 

_. va0.ence Lave occurred at Chattancoga and vicinity. During 
2248s period, DX, XK, Inc., has continued to operate as an 
ace d V organization and during tre Same period all nun ci pal 
=: cilities, Chattanooga, have been integrated, the majority 
oz public facilities, including theatres, restaurants, motels, 
zote ls, and other facilities have besen integrated, plus inte- 
gration of schools during the Zall of 1962 and the fall of 
1963. All have been accepted peacefully with no demonstra- 

zons or acts of violence or discussion of acts of violeace by 
Dit, Lk, Inc., members. 
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|. federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoovers 


I have always been an outspoken supporter of the FBI. As longa 
you are it's kead I am sure that I shall continue to be. May I 
congratulate you and your men for the swift action taken in the 


murder of the civil rights worker from Detroit. 


However, I am alarmed at certain aspects of the case. These men 
deserve a fair trial just as any other American citizen does. 

American judicial system remains vibrant only as long as it appli 
equally to all. One is truly innocent until proven quilty. But, 
I think that possibly the rights of these men to a fair trial has 


| been violated. 


Ite wou ld have been appropriate fon the President to have announcé? 
the arrest of these men but it did not stop at that. Following t 
announcement of their arrest he noted they were members of the Kl 

He then stated that the woman had “been murdered by the enenies off 
freedom". He went on to denounce the KKK. By associating these men 
with the Klan and then going on to strongly denounce the Klan the 
President has in effect given rise to guilt by association. This. 
is a concept which should be outside of the law. Has not the Predide 
whose pronouncements carry such tremendous weight, somewhat prejudite 


— American public against these men? Can they receive a fair trial’ 


I doubt ee that they can for the next few weeks if at any (ae 


I abhor violence and this murder is an act of ruthless and unmit gated 


crime. I honestly hope that the person or persons responsible will 
be quickly brought to the bar of justice. However, when brought gshere 


— — OP ruse they may receive the same rights under the law that others 


receive. 


Sincer 


University of Oklahoma Medical Cen 
Oklahoma City 4, Oklahoma 
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April, 1988 


"University of Oklahoma Medical Center — 
Gags City 4, Som b _ 


882 — . 


bear ¶ ¶ rt 


eo * I received your letter of March 26th and 
8 _ want to thank you for your generous remarks concerning. 
e investigation of the murder of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo. 


: , It was thoughtful of you to bring your views 
regarding similar incidents to our attention, and you may 
be assured the FBI will continue to do everything within 
its power to discharge its responsibilities with the highest 
„ degree of dispatch, thoroughness and objectivity. In 
' “" @nnection with this matter, I am enclosing a copy of the 
ks made by Senator Thomas J. Dodd on the Floor of 
on February 25, 1965, along with other material 
trust will be of assistance to you in learning the true nature 


| Sincerely yours, | Lt 
CCC 7 3 5 


J, Edgar Hoover 
APR 5~1965 1 55 


. 
Enclosures (4) VA 
3 Remarks by Senator Dodd, 2-25-65 
uy Our Heritage of Greatness 
Wu. s. News & World Report, 12-21-64 
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“REx. BERNA . LER VS. CLARENCE u. LLEY, ET AL. 
(N. s. v. c. D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 


| CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
NCE N. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S. D. C., D.C.) 


‘CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


e- 


‘Serial 11% pulled from this file under court order 
of U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and 


sent to National Archives. 
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April 1, 1965 
BY LIAISON 


- Mr. Rosen ee 
- Mr. Malley SF 
- Mr. McGowan 

_ Mr, Hines 


Honorable Marvin Watson . 

Special Assistant to the President 5 

The White House V 
* 


Washington, D. Cc. ä Ao 
Dear Mr. Watson: 


Enclosed is a memorandup setting 
forth developrents in the FBI's investigation 
of the fatal shooting of Mrs. Viola*Liuzzo | 
which you may wish to bring to the attention 
of the President, 


The Attorney General has been 


Sincerely yours, 
. 22 


advised. 
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Paducah, Ky. 9 

March 26, 1965 
Mr. Trotter. 
Tele. Room. 
Miss Ho mea 


Miss Gandy 


Ce yellow) — 
Thin is the first letter I have ever written a promihent 8 


man like you but I just want you to know how proud I am 
of the fast arrest of the four Klansmen from Birmingham. 


: Dear Mr. Hoovers 


You have a wonderful organization and I feel that with 
you and President Johnson working together on laws for 
the Klan that it will some day be a thing of the past. 


Yours very truly. 


2 Oey PD „ — 
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1 received your letter of March 26th and 


“want to thank you for your generous remarks concerning 
S 
__ our investigation of the murder of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo. 
ae 
Ter. confidence is a source of encouragement for us and 
2 8 * 


ee my disoelates join me in expressing appreciation. -- 
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8 Sincerely yours, 
J, Edgar No 
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Mun 10 
Mr. Beinen 
Mr. Mob. 
Mr. Del se 
Mr. Caaper 
Mr. Collabhas 
Mr. Ceur ad. 
Mr. Reit 

Mr. @als 
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Pan 8 F 


Beaver, Pa. 


March 27, 638 


Dear Mr. Hoover, 


Tour Boys did a tremendous job in nailing 
the four KKK Brethren who killed the Detroit 
woman in Alabama. Thanks, and more power 
to you! The Bureau is presently at its Best. 


Cordially, 


— — — — ꝓ—— —— — oe „„ Pen & @¢ 
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April 1, 1965 
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I received your postal card of March 27th 


and want to thank you for your generous remarks concerning 
our investigation of the murder of af Mrs. Viola — Tour 


confidence is a source of encouragement for us and my 
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associates join me in expressing appreciation. 
Sincerely yours; 
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Miss Holmes 


TO P{RECTOR , BIRMINGHAM, SELMA 5 Miss Gandy 
FAOM MEMPHIS (44-1507) 25 U 
S 


EUGENE THOMASs ET Al.; VIOLA Srrz0 DASH VICTIM. CR DASH EL 


RE DETROIT TEL TO MEMPHIS APRIL ONE,LAST. 
LOUIS JULIUS MILLER INTERVIEWED TODAY NASHVILLE. STATES 
FIRST MET VICTIM LUIZZO IN SELMA ABOUT MARCH SEVENTEEN OR 


EIGHTEEN, LAST , WHERE BOTH CAME FOR CIVIL RIGHTS WORK. LUIZ zo 
VOLUNTEERED HER SIXTY THREE OLDSMOBILE FOR USE IN TRANSPORTATION 
OF. CR WORKERS INCLUDING M3LLER. VICTIM STAYED IN SELMA HOUSING 
PROJECT APARTMENT WITH NEGRO FAMILY, NAME AND ADDRESS UNKNOWN. 


VICTIM WALKED IN MARCH WHILE HER CAR USED el Po / — jh 
ROUTE BY SEVERAL INTEGRATED GROUPS OF MARCH WORKS he (A 
MORTON, NEGRO MALE, WITH VICTIM NIGHT OF SLAYING, ALSO USER 4 6 1 one 
‘THIS CAR EXTENSIVELY. 5 3 
ae 
VICTIM LAST SEEN SY MILLER IN MONTGOMERY MARCH TWENTY FIVE, 
LAST, ABOUT THREE THIRTY T6 FOUR; P.M. UP STAIRS IN DEXTER STREET 


BAPTIST AY FAINTING AND ILL VICTIMS OF MARCH RESTING. - 4 7 
“is No 2 VICTIM ILL, AT THE TIME NOR KNOW IF vicr in 
“(NAL 1p 10 6 oe 
EnAPhok 9869 oe 
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PAGE TWO 
EVER TREATED BY. DOCTOR WHILE IN ALABAMA. VICTIM PLANNED TO RETURN 


TO DETROIT WITH -MELLER IN VICTIM/S CAR, STOPPING ENROUTE ar 
MELLER/S HOME IN NASHVILLE. SAME NIGHT VICTIM SLAIN AND 
MILLER MADE OTHER TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS. MILLER RETURNING TO 
“SELMA TODAY. 

ABOVE BEING PLACED ON FD THREE ZERO TWO. AM COPY DETROIT. p. 
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UNITED STATES CEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE: e " 
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uren ar, ** 


Mr. 1 ° Edgar Hoover 
Director , 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Ygehington, e Ma, TROTTER 


MR. JONES te Va ae eo sat * 
Dear Mr. Hoover: 5 Leen eo ‘ests. fe Pg? 
ao Ss. TELE. ROOM ͤ ͤ [ ... — „ tis “TES 

e HOLMES f 


Heartiest congratulations to you „ rc : — 7 2 
and the F. B. IL. for the remarkable 1 ne. eee eee EE 27 3 75 Ne 
achievement of your organization in : * S . r 
the arrest of the four murderers of a | S 
Mrs. Viola Liuzzo. 


This accomplishment has done more than 

anything I can think of to demonstrate to the 

entire world the high caliber of efficiency of . GEES 

the F. B. I. This will truly go down in history, 1 8 NS 

to your everlasting honor. 5 ey eae ts 55 — 


Sincerely, 
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T recelved your letter of March 27th and want 
to thank you for your interest in writing. 


You may be certain your complimentary em nn 
. regarding the work of this Bureau are deeply appreciated, and 
Scommunications such as yours are a source of great encourage- 
ment.: I can assure you that all of us in this Bureau will make 
every. effort to merit your continued approval. 


. „ n 5 


Sincerely. 10 
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were not reviewed for the purpose of answering this letter. 
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UNITED STATES oo. R rr . 
14 Belmont 


Memorandum i- deloach : 


12 Rosen 
MR. TOLSON N DATE: March sal 1965 


a a * , 
1 3 a BELMONT 


1 I SUBJECTS 
VIOLA LIUZZO.., VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS: " BLECTION LAWS 


Re my memo this morning instructing Inspector Sullivan at 
Selma to present the facts of this case to Acting Assistant Attorney 
General John Doar for immediate authority to get complaints and 
warrants against the subjects. Inspector Sullivan advised at 
10:40 a.m. that Acting Assistant Attorney General Doar was working . 
on this and the U. 8. Commissioner was standing by and our Agents 
were standing by to sign the complaints. I told Sullivan to have 
our stenographers help in Montgomery if it would speed things up. 


and warrants were ready. He will send in a teletype with the 


ae At 12:08 p.m. Inspector Sullivan advised the complaints 
— of these documents for our information. 


5 1 
to go ahéad with the arrests; At 12:25 p.m. Mr. McGovern advised 
that all of the subjects were in custody. Wilkins was arrested 
at 11:07 a.m. in his car on highway 11 which leads to Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama. Thomas was arrested at Lorraine's Cafe at 11:08. Eaton 
was arrested shortly thereafter at his residence on Route 6 in 
Bessemer. (The above times are Central Standard Time, one hour 
behind- ms.) There vas no difficulty encountered during the arrests 

|and Agents will secure search warrants for the homes of Wilkins and 

Thomas. 


| 48 12:06 p.m. I advised Inspector McGovern in Birminghan | 
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‘lof the subjects w 06 arraigned after they have beg e 
fingerprinted and processed at the Birmingham Office , 
arraigned before U. 8. Commissioner: Lduise Charlton. 


At 12:45 p.m. McGovern was told to go ahead with the arraign- 
ment as soon as the subjects were processed and he should check 
with Inspector Sullivan as to how nuch bond is recommended by Doar. 
McGovern will advise the Bureau as soon as the subjects have been 
arrgigned. I told McGovern and asked him to relay to Inspector 
Sullivan that no comment should be made to the press concerning 
these arrests inasmuch as the President, has * the 1 
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Ur. Hoover received your letter af 


March 26th and asked me to thank you for your generous 


remarks concerning this Bureau's investigation of the 
murder of Mrs. Viola Liusso, 


oe 
Noon oni 3Ad-G. 92 


Sincerely yours, 


Helen W. Gandy 
Secretary 
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4. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
son D. C. 


| Congratulations upon the excellent work of your 9 
in the efficient and rapid apprehension of the persons 
suspected of the, brutal killing in Selma, Alabama, of 
ner Viola Gregg’ Liuzzo, a civil rights worker from Detrots 


Michiga: gan. 


: | je | 
Your agents participating in this arrest were definitely * 9 
"wearing the shoes of the department” with honor and great yt 


distinction. 1 
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EUGENE THOMAS, ETAL; QIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, ET AL. DASH pi a 
Civ Richt — Gta Lama 
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CR-DASH "ELS RACIAL MATTERS. | 1 | 
|, RENQBILE 7. MARCH 12% LAST. 67 . 2 
: 5 | : 7 
_ + SUMMARY TELETYPE. = J 


ie INVESTIGATION IN EFFORT 70 TRACE ACTIVITIES OF 22 | 
eder. MONTGOMERY AREA HAS PRODUCED NO ADDITIONAL VERIFICATION 


708 „ 


OF ACTI VITEES. | : 


_ INVESTIGATION TO IDENTIFY AND ee KLAN * 
1 


panticnPalits IN KLAN MOTORCADE OF MARCH TVO-ONE, Lag, CONTINUNTS. ! I 
INTERVIEWS: TO DATE HAVE NOT DISCLOSED ANY PARTICIPANTS IN PARADE. 
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PAGE TWO. 


gs TWENTY INDIVIDUALS WHO RESIDE IN THE | 

LAWRENCE STREET AREA IN SELMA, ALABAMA, BETWEEN SELMA AVENUE 

AND JEFF DAVIS AVENUE ALL VIEWED PHOTOGRAPHS OF SUBJECTS AND 

VEHICLE. ALL FAILED TO MAKE ANY INDENTIFICATION OR FURNISH 

ANY INFORMATION PERTINENT TO THIS INVESTIGATION. 
, ̃ ee 
THE AUTOPSY REPORT WAS TURNED OVER AND SHOWS 

NO FINDINGS WHICH WOULD IN ANY WAY EXPLAIN THE PUNCTURE MARKS 

APPARENTLY MADE BY NEEDLE, WHICH APPEAR IN LIUZZO°S ARM. THE 

NEDICAL EXAMINER IS BEING RECONTACTED AND THIS MATTER VILL 

BE DISCUSSED WITH An SPECIFICALLY. 

END 
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EUGENE THOMAS; Et Al 
VIOLA''LIUZZO, aka; Et 41 
VICTIMS 


REFERENCE; ' Report of SA 
at Detroit, dated 4/1/65. 
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(5 Bureau (AMSD) 
@- Mobile (Selma ) (44-1245) 
(AMSD) 
3 @- Birminghas (AMSD) 
(1 — USA, Birminghas) 
(1 — USA, Montgomery) 
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“UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF jusTICE. 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION © 


: 1 — ‘Usa, Birmingham 
* Ofte: Detroit, Michigan 
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EUGENE THOMAS; Et 41 
VIOLA LIUZZO; Et Al = VICTIMS 


* =~ ——U— — «4 e 


CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 


am advises knew Victim VIOLA LIUZZO as 
5110 worker at Sinai Hospital, Detroit, Mich., 
and states VIOLA LIUZZO was psychiatric patient 
at hospital after dismissal, Result of inter- 
view of SAMUEL LEROY EDMONDSON concerning Vic t in 
LIUZZO set forth. .-. 
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4 April. 1. 1953 


oe - +t. Panvardinatels \YONEG ago, 
+ Dreyed ty pandas 18801 tal, Lotrvoit. 
— chia period, Sac became acquaiatcd with VIOLA LIUZZO, 
Vn WES Capioyed by Dr. DeoehiiCe in a technical capacity. 
rPdcescribed VICLA LIUZZO as a woman of question: ble 
Cad acer, wao unnecossarily spend a great deal of tine away 
b trea hez hone and children. | 


vs. VIOLA LIUZZO was dismissed from her employment 
Dospital in 18833. stated she vas not | 
“h3 comnicte circumstances er VIS 2 x > 
Cigsizcsal; however, she nas heard tha 
r Sinai Lospital caxze to tors — r. Sraik g Ad 
UisCovercd 123. LIUZZO on a cot in o of the osiices in an 
— coucition and covered with blood. 


stated VIC LivsZO was admittcd to Sinai 
—scaiteal as & usz7chiatric patient shortly aiter this distissa l. 
Se LIUZZzO scbsequently walked away zom the hospital grounds, 


eee 


c. 2, which Lospital authorities refused to readnit her. 
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File# 
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4. Saut, LEROY EDMONDSON, age 17, advised that his * 
ddress is 161283 16th Avenue North, Nashville, Tennessee. 
rently he is staying in Saginaw, Michigan, where he is associated 
with the Saginaw Non-Violent Movement which is headquartered 
at 908 North Fourth Street, Saginaw. For the past two years, 
EDMONDSON and LOUIS J. A. MHA&ER have traveled and worked together 
in the interest of the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee. 


EDMONDSON stated that he and LOUIS J. A.. MILLER arrived 
in Selma, Alabama, about one month before the commencement on 
March 21, 1965, of the civil rights march from Selma to Montgomery, 
Alabama. They remained in Selma and later Montgomery until this 
march was completed. : 


EDMONDSON stated Mrs. VIOLA LIUZZO arrived in Selma 
about nine days prior to the commencement of the march and 
“EDMONDSON and MILLER met her on the day of her arrival. Mrs. 
LIUZZO, while in Selma, worked out of the March's Headquarters 
at the First Baptist Church and made her automobile available 

for use in running errands, transporting persons and engaging 

in other pre-march activities. This automobile was a 1963 or 

1964 light blue colored Oldsmobile or Pontiac two-door with 
Michigan license plate. From the day after her arrivat until 
about March 19, 1965, MILLER drove Mrs. LIUZZO’s car and EDMONDSON 
usually rode with him...MILLER made the arrangements with: Mrs. 
LIUZZO for the use of the car: Subsequent to March 19, 1965, 
LEROY MOULTON, person who was riding with Mrs. LIUZZO on the 

night she was killed, drove Mrs. LIUZZO’'s automobile. 


In Selma, Mrs. LIUZZO worked out of the March's Headquarters 

at the First Baptist Church. EDMONDSON saw her most every day 
but vas not directly associated with her. The last time EDMONDSON 
saw Mrs. LIUZZO was about 3:00 P. . on March 25, 1965, at the 

Dexter Avenue Church, Montgomery. She vas accompanied by an 

unknown Negro male and was trying to locate her automobile. Mrs. 
LIUZZO was directed to go to the Graystone Hotel, Montgomery, 

because LEROY MOULTON, who had her car, reportedly vas there 

Mrs. LIUZZO was told to obtain her automobile from MOULTON because 

the latter did not have a driver's license. 


File . Detroit 44-643 


Date dictated 4/1/65 


Tie document contains neither recommendations sor conclusions of the FBI. ö 
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3 EDMONDSON said that DAVE ‘BEY, one of the march participants 
who stayed at the Torch Motel, Selma, told him that subsequent to 
3:00 P.M. on March 25, 1965, he (BEY) saw Mrs. LIUZZO-in a tavern 
in Montgomery with an unidentified Negro nale. The name and address 
of the tavern was not indicated; however, it was believed to be 
located across from a park. DAVE BEY's home address was unknown 
to BDMONDSON; however, it might be obtained from March records 

: * at Brown's Chapel in Selma. 


EDMONDSON stated that while in Selma, Mrs. 110220 stayed 
with a Negro woman (name unknown) who had an apartment at the George 
Washington Carver Housing Project in Selma. Possibly the apartment 
number was 528C. In any event, one MARY DE BOSS, a resident of 
the same apartment house in that housing project, kaew Mrs. LIUZZO 
and would be able to identify the person with whom Mrs. LIUZZO 
stayed. 


EDMONDSON furnished the following directions by which 
one could locate. the apartment where Mrs. LIUZZO stayed: 


Starting at the First Baptist Church, proceed north 
on Sylvia Street to the alley which marks the south boundry of 
the housing project. There is an apartment house on the nor theast 
corner of Sylvia Street and the alley. Proceed east down the 
alley to the fourth. or fifth apartment. It was in one of these 
apartments that Mrs. LIUZZO stayed. 


EDMONDSON had no knowledge of other places where Mrs. 
LIUZZO may have roomed in the Selma-Montgomery area. He was 
mot aware that Mrs. LIUZZO received any type of medical attention 
and treatment or that she consulted a doctor while in Alabama. 
If she needed such treatment, she most likely would have contacted 
the medical unit and doctors for the march located at the First 
Baptist Church, Selma. 
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FEDERAL L BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. 


Renn 0... — 8 | Office of Origio eT — ſ tavestigative Perted 
DETROIT En (SELMA) | 3/31/65 3/26 - ass | 


u or CASE ( 28 * 
NE THOMAS; ae SX. 


mi Trred By: 
LLIAM ORVILLE “BATON: 3 


PJB 


Coll m LEROY’ WILKINS; 4h?) : 
GARY THOMAS ‘ROWE, JR.; 25 Cc 
VIOLA‘ LIUZZO, aka. 


urs. Anthony J. Liuzzo; | CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 
LEROY JEROME. MOTON - VICTIMS 


Synopals: 
% REFERENCES: Detroit teletype to Director and Mobile (Selma), 
3 dated 3/26/65. 


. Mobile (Selma) airtel to Birmingham and Detroit, 
dated 3/27/65. 


: @ De 
IAD 


‘DETROIT 


AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


Will report additional background information being 
secured concerning victim VIOLA LIUZZO, 


ADMINISTRATIVE: 


Referenced airtel from Mobile (Selma) to Birmingham 
and Detroit, dated March 27, 1965, requested that the Detroit 
Division set for in report form information contained in 


„„ % „ 


Apereved Wk 71 —— De act write ia spaces below 


* — (Selma) (44-124 ark 2 . . 242 


3 — Birmingham 

(1 USA, Birmingham) 

(1 = USA En. Alabama) 
2 - Detroit (44-463). 
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DE 44-463 


— 2 * 92 


treit teletype, dated March 26, 1965. Much of the informatiba 
contained in this report is contained in a letterhead memorandum 

to the Director, dated March 27, 1965, under the caption of 
Unknown Subject; Murder of Viola Liuzzo, 3/25/65; Leroy Jerone 
Motor - viet ina“. 


e om* eS re =, 56 „ 6 


1 ys f 
aah * =a? > ———— — “ea — 2 — gens 3% „ 


. 


— —— | wi : : — atts 8 . 2 8 | * e 2 8 8 


0 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 —- USA, Birmingham 
12 d, Wurzener, Alabma 


LIC o Detreit, Michigan 
Marc 


44-463 


BUGENE THOMAS; 

WILLIAM ORVILLE BATON; 
COLLIE LEROY WILKINS; z: 
GARY THOMAS ROWE, N.; 

VIOLA LIUZZO; 

LEROY JEROME MOTON —- VICTIMS 


CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 


Victim VIOLA LIUZZO arrested by Detroit Police 
Department, 6/16/64, and charged with “failing 
to send childrer te school”. Victim VIOLA 
LIUZZO stated kept childres from school as 
protest against children being permitted 

to drop out of school at age 16, which victim 
felt should be changed to age 18. The 

victim insisted on pleading guilty te charge 
even though Detreit Beard ef Bducation willing 
to drop matter. Victim VIOLA LIUZZO find 
$50.00 and placed on one year probation. 


e, 


DETAILS: 


Detreig Police Depa lareh 26, 1965, advised that re 

VIOLA LrWZZO, 19375 Marlowe, Detreit, Michigan, dern 3 

en April 11, 1925, was arrested by efficers ef the Detreitt 
— Department en June 16, ro ot and charged with One fox CME 


dling te send children te "school" The arrest card indicated  — 
that VIOLA FPAUBER LIUZZO ef 19375 Marleve, Detreit, had Sm | 
A resident ef Detreit fer 13 years prier te June 16, 1 7 


12234 that s! she vi was arrested en Ju en Ju Boy 1964, at 8 ot oe? "amet 
: eile Bs earns tb aed nt om ter : Nd a. — 
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Res: Schaefer, Detreit, Michigan. VIOLA FAUBER LIUZZO 

wae arrested on Warrant Number 208967 on the complaint of 
‘tr. WILLIAM LAKIN, 5057 Woodward, Detroit, Michigan, the 
latter being associated with the Detroit Board of Education. 
The disposition of the arrest was shown as one year probation 


and $50.00 fine. The Court file was Detroit Recorder's Court 
File Number 208967. 
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_ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION | 


Date March 31, 1965 
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i ‘Detroit We court Judge JOSEPH GILLIS. 
S| narch 26,1965, stated that he recalled the case concerning 
VIOLA LIUZZO and said he was of the opinion that VIOLA LIUZZO 
was a “professional crusader”. VIOLA LIUZZO was arrested 
on the complaint of Fr. WILLIAM LAKIN, an officer of the 
Detroit Board of Education, and was charged with “failing to 
send children to school”. VIOLA LIUZZO ccmplained at the 
time she was brought before Judge GILLIS that children in 
the Detroit school system were permitted to drop out of school 
at the age of 16 and that she felt that this was wrong and 
that children should not be peruitted to drop out of school 
until reaching the age of 18 and it was for this reason that 
she refused to send her children to school. Judge GILLIS 
stated that he adjourned the case from June 16, 1964, to 
September, 1964, hoping that VIOLA LIUZZO would be able to 
adjust the matter without his aid. Before the case went 
to trial Judge GILLIS received a letter from the Detroit Board 
of Education stating that they did not desire to prosecute. 
Judge GILLIS stated that he was quite willing to drop the 
matter but that VIOLA LIUZZO, represented by an attorney, 
Mr. MC NALLY, whose first name Judge GILLIS did not recall, 
appeared in court in Septenuber, 1964, at which time VIOLA L1UzZO 
insisted on entering a plea of guilty. Her plea was accepted 
and she was fined $50.00 and placed on one year probation. 
Judge GILLIS stated that after the trial he received information 
from the Probation Department of the Detroit Recorder's 
Court that VIOLA LIUZZO was emotionally disturbed and appeared 
to be an the verge of a nervous breakdown. 


on es „ Detroit, Michigan File # Detroit 44-463 
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Thie document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. A ie the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; — 
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DE 44-463 


| Records of the Detroit Divisicn indicate that one 

v LIUZZO had addressed a letter to the "Detroit Free Press“, 
a newspaper published daily at Detroit, Michigan, in which VIOLA 
LIUZZO belittled the United States Government's charges against 
1 HOFFA, President of the International Brotherhood ef 
Teansters, 


oe Hichigan — 
Secretary s Office, S n March 26, 
1965, advised SA that a 1563 Oldsmobile 
Coupe with 1965 Michig 9177, was registered te 
ANTHONY J. LIUZZO at 19375 Marlowe, Detroit, Michigan. This 
vehicle had Identification Number 632160486. 


ere Driver's Service Divisien, 
Michigan Secrevars state's Uffice, on March 26, 1965, 
advised SA that Operator's License Runder 
L200-847-015-2% s issued April 16, 1963, to VIOLA LIUZZO, 
born April 11, 1625, residing at 19375 Marlowe, Detroit, 
Hichigan, ‘The license described VIOLA LIUZZO as female, 
blond hair, gray eyes, 5' 14" tall, 127 pounds. 
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Report of ASAC ROBERT G. JENSEN at Birminghaa, 
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ADMINISTRATIVE: 


It is noted copies have been designated for the 
USA at Montgomery, Alabama, and at Birmingham, Alabara; 
however, no dissemination of this report is being made 


until Bureau approval received. 
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Se a 8 of antemond te in — of COLLIE 

ROY. WILKINS, JR., on March 26, 1965, were taken on the 
same date with a Speed Graphic camera using Kodak Tri-X Pan 
Film. Vehicle described as 1958 dark green over light green 
Chevrolet Delray two door sedan, VIN A58F114308, bearing 1965 
Alabama license 1B-37863. Vehicle photographed on U. S. Highway 


il, Bessemer, Alabama. 
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Sete March 29, 1965 


Ser je * gde Graphic, 4 6 Cheers and 4 
N- 4 x 8 Kodak film, the following individuals were 
+ photographed during the tine set forth, In each instance 
. = > & * profile and stand-up view were made, 


12:46 - 12:54 p.m. - COLLIE LEROY WILKINS 
12:54 = 1:01 p. a. WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON 
1:15 -.1:22 p.m. - EUGENE THOMAS 


Negatives 1, 2 and 3 contain photographs of 
— ‘LEROY WILKINS. 


on 


Negatives 4, 8 and 6 contain photographs of 
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, . 


: Negatives 7. 8 and 9 contain photographs of 
EUGENE THOMAS . 
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To: Sc, Atlanta 
From: Director, 71 


une; Trg ACAINST 
MARTI Ln Kind . n 


a E 1:03 a. n., 3-27-65, tho Suvcau recoived a 
b of te lcↄrond call from an unidont 1? 10d Are 
fuscd to say whose he was calling fron, howover tho call 

was a long distance call, the originating city unknown. 


220 unidentified malo sounded sorccwvwhat intoxicatcd, 
extronaly vindictive, spore with a foroign dialect and used 
considerable profanity. e rede several uninierisvidlo 
romarks about Ha. Viol Liugzo vo “= Killed in Lownacécs 
County, Alabama, on roh 25, 1955. Tue unidentified caller 
said "they were going to get "Raine 1 hung up. 


“ne Bureau is notifying United States Socrot Sorvice 
. in Yaohington, D.C., the Civil sights Division 
and the Intornsl Cecurity Division of the U “ed States Do- 
pastceont of Just 100 rogard ing tais infor Sat ion. d lanta 
Daoud not 22 dated States Socrot ccovice ina Jour civision 
= 2 end local cutsoritics concorning tho rcecaint of r gbovo 
— — 1 orrat ion. L furthor ac 2402. is boing taken by tas suzvsau. . 
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rx.“ hi Above information has been Incorporated into a 
“letterhead memorandum and. is being disseminated to United 
States Secret Service by 0-141 and to John Doar Civil Rights 
Divisioa and J. Walter Yeagley Internal Security Division by 
0-6, 3-30-S5. No further action necessary and Division 5 
has deen notified telcphonically. sae Sxeobce Fe POSEN 
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85 5 
ree? Og March 17 1968, ‘at 1:03 a. n. „ & brief te le- 
“phone ‘Call was received at the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gat ion from an unidentified male. This individual re- | 
was: fused to reveal his identity or where he was calling from 
It was determined the call was a long distance call but 
. . the — city vas not determined. 
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rs es vt: She unidentified caller sounded as if he was 

ae ores ‘the influence of intoxicants, extrezely vindictive, 
“spoke with a foreign dialect and used considerable pro- 
“fanity. He, made several unintelligible remarks concerning 
Mre Viols Li who was killed on March 25, 1965, at 
Lowndes County, Alabama. The unidentified caller then 


Said oe were going to get King" then hung up. 


United States Secret Service, the United States 
1 of Justice and local authorities in the State 
of Alabama have been notified. No further action is being 
. in sate er bod the ¥ederal Bureau of 6 
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summer: EUGENE THOMAS, ‘ET A.; ‘VIOLA GREGG! ä 
II 220, AKA; LEROY JEROME MOTON, 
29 CR - — — e 
1 „ Inspector Joseph Sullivan telephoned this afternoon and 
requested the appearance of 8A in Montgomery, 
a on the afternoon of 4/4/65, to be prepared to testify | 

2 before the Grand Jury in this matter on 4/5/65. 1 to b> 

i ey with him the pertinent evidentiary exhibits that we now have 
n our 3 
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* Inspector Sullivan was advised thai. I vould appear in 
— Alabama, as requested, to testify before the Gram Jury 


_- beginning 4/5/65. 
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Memorandum 
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FROM 17 
eren Oh 


Sut ce : 1 9 Mr. Rosen | 
SUBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. 1 - Mr, Malley 

VIOLA: ‘LIUZZO, ET AL, = VICTIMS 1 Mr. McGowan 

CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 1 - Mr, Hines 


7 1 . 2 
Inspector Sullivan in Montgomery, Alabama, has advised 
that the Grand Jury is considering instant case. Sullivan reported 
at 4 p. m. Washington time that the informant had been on the stand 
since the lunch recess and was still testifying. He had been before 
the Grand Jury approximately two hours at the time of the 
conversation with Inspector Sullivan, 


Sullivan advised that he personally had appeared before 
the Grand Jury at the outset. He stated this Grand Jury had been 
considered to be "a good Grand Jury" by the Departmental 
attorneys and the U. 8. Attorney. He stated the Grand Jurors 
were most noncommittal while he was in there and did very little 
talking except Dr one juror who asked several questions, 


Sullivan advised that the corridors in the Federal / 
Building were very clear. There have been very few spectators / 
gathering around the Courthouse, There are a number of witnesses, 
including several Agents from Birmingham who participated in the 
arrests and searches as well as the FBI n 3 ™ 
— to appear before the uri | 


Sullivan advised that he did not know how long the jurors 
would be questioning the informant, There had been no report from 
the jury room as to the type of testimony or questions being asked by 
members of the jury. They did not know whether there had been a 
favorable or antagonistic reaction on the part of members of the 

Grand Jury to the informant's testimony‘ regarding the Klan, 
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Den the followin in 


‘(Type in plaintext or coda). 


(Priority) 


TO: “DRECTOR, FBI ATTENTION? 
S “EXHIBITS! . SECTION 


* FROM: AC, MOBILE (SELMA) (44-1245) (P) 


EUGENE THOMAS; ET Al. 
VIOLA GREGG-LIUZZO, ake; ET Al. 
VICTIMS | 
CR-EL 


(00: Mobile) 


2 three points of interest that pertain to subjects’ movements on 3/25/65. 
blank maps and one large city map are also enclosed for the assistance of 
« Aposter- type map should be drawn for an exhibit showing the ve 
with o parade route and the points of interest as described above. 
Eh | A . 
Also transmitted is a map of Highway 80 from the foot of Edmund Pettus 
e Selma, to St. Jude is Complex, Montgone ry, Alabama. This map contains 


vorious landmarks and points of interest, including the crime scene and the camp 
sites during the march to Montgomery. 


Transmitted herewith is a ‘mop of 8 * the route of the ony 2 


2 N n 
a This mop should be drawn on a poster * 


Pen 


RC a LL 
; It is requested that the above exhibits be 3 nd A at Mon 
An 12 6s. 5 
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125 Van CST URGENT 4-2-65 GDM 
Tf DIRECTOR AND MOBILE-SELMA 
FROM BIRMINGHAM (44-1236) IP 
EUGENE Ws, ET AL. Ada TTuzo, AKA-VICTIM. LEROY JEROME 
MOTON-VICTIM, CR-EL. 
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DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY ST. JOHN BARRETT ADVISED NINE Pp. u. 
APRIL ONE, SIXTYFIVE THAT SUBPOENAS TO APPEAR BEFORE GRAND aur. / 


MONTGOMERY , ALABAMA, MONDAY, APRIL FIFTH, HAVE BEEN PREPARED — THE 
FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS: 


Br , 3-7A 
THESE SUBPOENAS WILL BE DELIVERED TO THE U. 8. MARSHAL TO BE 


SERVED FRIDAY, APRIL SECOND. 3 * A= 2. 2 — 757% 


SELMA ADVISED. 


END oa 
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FROM NEW YORK /44-1140/ 


I 8 2 2 
EUGENE THOMAS, ETAL, 
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REMO TEL. FOUR ONE SIXTYFIVE, REQUESTING ALL PHOTOS FROM UPI AND * 
ure, OF KLAN MOTORCADE AT MONTGOMERY ALAc, MARCH TWENTYONE LAST. ie 


UPI HAS ONE PHOTO OF ONE CAR IN FRONT OF CAPITOL MONTGOMERY! / 
SUBMITTED BY JERRY Nu F, Now. ASSIGNED UPI, — N. c. TELEPHOTO 


. 1 
N 111 


ONLY SENT UPI, wyé, 101 ru No ROGIINAL NEGATIVE. INDICATING PHOTO NOT 


“000 


TAKEN BY HUFF g r. NYC BEL HEAIE ME PICKED UP PHOTO FROM 2 PER, 
HONEY. age HE el 
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por was ten Qs | 
FIVE, iewt BY de. ENLARGEMENTS, WITH NEGA1 K PREPARED BY 1 

ARE BEING SENT SAC HOBILE/SELMA/ UNDER SEPARATE COVER. | 

er., NYC HAS ONE STRIP OF FOUR SHOTS OF PREPARATIONS FOR MOTORCADE 

ia 3 JONES, AP PHOTOGRAPHER, NOW ASSIGNED ee 
cherer WITH JONES APRIL SIX BY AP DISCLOSES THESE ONLY ARE 

PHOTOS HE TOOK AND HE WAS ONLY AP RHOTOGRAPHER ON DUTY MONTGOMERY. 
‘FIVE EIGHT BY TEN ENLARGEMENTS WITH NEGATIVES ARE BEING 

SUBMITTED SAC MOBILE /SELNA/ UNDER SEPARATE COVER. 
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” SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSIIIP COMPERENCE (Scr.c) 
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"Serial 153 pulled from this file ‘Weller court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Sa.th, Ir, and sent ro 


- National Archives. 
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 -WIOLA-LIUZZO = VICTIM _ 
- CIVIL RIGHTS — 


NcGovern advised thaté a Sttorney by the name of Mate Turphy 
has called the Birmingham Office to state he is representing all of 
the subjects. Murphy was told that the subjects would be arraigned 
in the immediate future. McGovern said he was going to call 
„Inspector Sullivan in Selma in order to get the informant back to 

{Birmingham as soon as possible in order that he might be arraigned. 


At 2:00 p.m. SAC Ingram called from Birmingham to advise 
that he thought there might be a problem in the arraignment of the 
three subjects without the fourth, namely, the informant. He said 
a Klan attorney, Matt Murphy, has told the office he represents all 
four men and will be present at the arraignment. Ingram thinks 
questions will be raised as to the whereabouts of the fourth man at 
the arraignment and also there may be a question as to why the fourth 
man (the informant) was not arraigned before the nearest Commissioner. 
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VIOLA LIUZZO - VICTIM 


„ Me. Ingram said Birmingham has been making absolutely no 
comments to the press and 1 told him this was correct as the President 
had made a statement to the press. 
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EUGENE THOMASs WILLIAM ORVILLE CAT ON: COLLIE LEROY WILKINS; . 4 
; e sa 

GARY Mou N OWE, JR. 3 VIOLPLIUzZzZ0, AKA IRS. ANTHONY LIUZZI 77 

5 0 ct. 1 E. Ace- L 7118 7 
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PAGE TO 


RECONTACTS WILL 32 MADE WITH THESE: PEOPLE, AND MEN PHOTOSRAPHS 
OF SUJECTS ARE FURNISHED 3Y S12MINGHAY, THEY YILL 28 EXA13ITiv. 
THIS INVESTIGATION WILL 3E CAREFULLY HANDLED IN ORDER T2 AVOID 
COMPROWISING SOURCE. 
VICTIM LEROY JEROME vor on 
| MOTON HAS BEEN IN CUSTODY AS MATERIAL WITNESS SINCE NIGHT 
OF MARCH TWENTYFIVE LAST SY ARRANGEMENTS or LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
ON THEIR OWN 3EMALF. CIRCUIT SOLICITOR ARTHUR GAM3LE, YHO HAS 
PROSESUTIVE. RESPONSIBILITY FOR MURDER CHANGES. 
ADVISED THAT HE TALKED TO MOTON THIS DATE SONCERNING HIS SECURITY. 
] vor REQUESTED THAT HE SE PERMITTED TO CONTINUE HIS “ORK AT : 
BROW’ SHAPEL AREA IN CIVIL RIGHTS MOVENENT DURING DAY TIME ° 
| AND TO STAY IN CALLAS COUNTY JAIL AT NIGHT YHERE HE OULD 25 
“MORE SECURE. GAMBLE INDICATED THAT THIS ARRANGEMENT YAS 


ASREEASLE WITH HIM AND YOULD PRIBASLY 2E ADIPTED. 
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END PASE 170 


A REPORT REFLECTING RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION IN THIS MATTER 
AT FO3ILE WILL. 3E SUS¢ITTED WITHIN FIVE AY ARREST FILE. 
RACIAL ACTIVITIES, SELMA, ALABAMA 
Je WILSON SAKER, DIRECTOR OF PUSLIC SAFETY, SELMA, ADVISED 
THIS ATE THAT EVENTS HAVE TAKEN VERY PEACEFUL TURN IN SELMA. 
~ HE Wag RECEIVED NO INDICATION THERE WILL 2£ aT ACTIVITY UNTIL 
" END -PAGE THREE =) 
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PACE FOUR 


TUESDAY OR YEDNESDAY. TEMPER OF NEGRO LEADERS APPEARS FAVI2A2L5 
AND SHERIFF CLARK HAS PERMITTED ONLY PARADS REQUEST “ADE SINCE 
LI1UZZ9 INCIDENT. HE HAS LEARNED THAT REPRESENTATIVES or NEWS 
MEDIA MO HAVE 8EEN OPERATING IN SELMA ARE PULLING OUT FoR 
CANTON, MISSISSIPPI. N 
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+: Mr, Belmo 


Re a r „„ 
FROM 4. Rosen 
oe 1 -Mr. Belmont}. 
SUBJECT: UNKNQWN SUBJECTS; | 1 - Mr. Rosen 
VIOLA LIUZZO - VICTIM 1 - Mr. Malley 1- Mr. — 
CIVIL — - ELECTION LAWS 1-Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr, 1 


The Ppunsdes called at approximately 1 a. m. this . Ay 
morning to inquire concerning the shooting of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo 
mn Lowndes County, Alabama, SA Harold C. Swanson, a supervisor 
In the Civil Rights Section who was on duty handling the Alabama 
situation last night, advised the President of the basic facts of th 
killing and that upon receiving information that this crime had 
occurred, the FBI immediately instituted a full investigation, 


: The President called back at 1:16 a.m. to state that 
the Bureau should do everything possible around the clock until, 
we find the perpetrators of this heinous crime. He requested that / 
he be kept informed and that any significant news be brought to 
his attention immediately. He also requested that he be kept ae 
informed of the progress of the investigation and requested that | 

| Deputy Attorney General Ramsey Clark be advised of the killing. 


be brought to the Director's attention and he was assured that we 
.. were already doing everything humanly possible to break this case 
and that our entire facilities are fully committed to this end, 


The President was advised that his observations would 9 f 


Immediately thereafter, Deputy Attorney General Ramsey 
Clark was advised of the killing, He was informed that this was being 
done at the request of the President and that we had Neale <p } 
a full investigation. 9 
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SURJECT: TENOR SUBJECTS; b 1. Er. Hines 
VIOLA LIUZZO ~ VICTIM 1. Ur. Swanson 
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS McGowan 1 - Mr, Martindal 
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| The memorandum prepared for the White House aah Attorney 
General this morning included only the facts concerning the shootin 
of Mrs. Liuzzo in Lowndes County, Alabama, at approximately 8 p.m, 
yesterday, The autopsy report was also described, however, no 
Arent ien was included concerning the following details, 
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Memorandum to ur. Belmont 
RE: ‘UNSUBS ; VIOLA LIUZZO ~ VICTIM 


| 8 

Inspector Sullivan at Selma was immediately advised of 
the above information and instructed to institute an all-out 
investigation and to coordinate very closely with SAC Ingram and 
Inspector McGovern at Birminghan, 
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This investigation is getting top priority handling, 
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8 EUGENE THOMAS, : 4 5 1 Mr. Malley 

WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, I - Mr, mines 
GARY THOMAS ROWE, R. 1 ~ Mr. — 
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. According to Rowe, who is a i Eastview =; Fy j 
Klavern of the United Klans of ‘America (UKA), Thomas, Eaton and 
Wilkins are members of the Bessemer Klavern of the UKA, Bureau 
files contain no additional information concerning Eaton, Bureau 
files contain the following additional information concerning Thomas, 
Wilkins and Rowe, Information in files being furnished to the Department, 


‘EUGENE THOMAS: 


oo On August 6, 1959, information was received that several 
individuals participated in an automobile caravan at which time crosses } 
were burned in the Cahaba Heights section near Birmingham, Alabama. 
Thomas was identified as one of the individuals who was wearing a white 
hood and robe, 


At a meeting of the UKA held November 17, 1961, Thomas 
— was elected as an Assistant Klokan Chief of the Bessemer, Alabama, 


| Klavern. me %. ago, 


1 An informant advised that at a UKA meeting held in 
Fort Payne, Alabama, on 11/14/64, Thomas, Exalted Cyclops, Bessemer 
. Klavern, UNA, announced from the chair that he had received information 
that a splinter Klan group in Jacksonville did not want the UKA to hold a 
J. rally in Jacksonville and that if UMA did this and EH Nberk Shelton} 


ee spoke ‘his on Send be eh HPN APR 8 1968 


gry 7 On October 6, 1964, Thomas, in company.with Robert” 
1 Shelton, Imperial Wizard, UKA, was in attendance at the Alabama 
, : Alabama, where the Klan had e booth, 
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NE: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL.; 


ae After a regular 8 of the Bessemer Klavern on 
* 14, 1964; one of the Klansmen mentioned that an FBI Agent 
had proposed that the Klan help themselves and the country by 

- assisting to solve the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church bombing in 
Birmingham, Thomas made the comment that he did not feel the 
proposal was a bad idea, 


On September 26, 1964, following a Klan rally, Thomas 

and other Klansmen drove to the Flame Club, Fairfield, Alabama, to 
investigate allegations that both Negro and white people were in 
attendance at the club, At the club, they observed Negro and white 
people intermingling, They left the club and started back to Bessemer 
stopping at A phone booth on the highway where Thomas na de a call to 

e asking him to meet che m. 
When they met, Thomas explained to & what they had observed 
and the necessity for the Klan's taking immediate action to stamp out 
this race mixing. asked what he would need and Thomas 
explained that he would need dynamite, automatic weapons and hand 
grenades, In about 25 minutes, ne and gave Thomas one 
Thompson submachine gun, eight sticks of dynamite and five or six 
hand grenades, Thomas and the other Klansmen returned to the 
Bessemer Klavern where they were joined by approximately 35 other 
Klansmen, They then drove to a park within two blocks of the Flame 
Club where they parked. When police cars were observed in the area 
of the Flame Club, the plan to bomb the club was abandoned, Plans were 
later made to bomb the club on October 3, 1964, but were vetoed by 
Robert Shelton, Imperial Wizard, UKA. "Pertinent information n 


«exe this matter was furnished to local law enforcement agencies and 


appropriate military and Government agencies. In order to protect 
_ the identity of the informant, not mentioned in the dissemi- 9 7¢ 
nation, | 


Thomas was interviewed by Agents of the FBI on 1/17/64, 
Thomas denied any knowledge of the bombing of the Sixteenth Street 
Baptist Church, Birmingham, Alabama, He denied being a Klan member, 
however, advised that he was personally acquainted with Robert Shelton, 


He admitted being arrested in 1947, 1949, 1950 and 1957. He claimed 
t he had no knowledge of the use of explosives and would not know where 


* 
e® 


or how to buy dynamite and further stated he had never seen any - 
8 


. Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
: : EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. 5. 


* 
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5 on June 8, 1963, the UKA held a rally near Tuscaloosa, 
hate with Robert Shelton presiding. Thomas was one of the 
several persons arrested and charged with carrying concealed 


weapons, . 


: An informant furnished information on November 19, 
1964, concerning acquisition of weapons by Klansmen, The informant 
advised that Thomas had acquired the following weapons: a, 38 caliber 

_ pistol, a. 45 caliber pistol, an automatic shotgun, three 303 Enfield 

_ ... Rifles, a 30-30 Winchester rifle, hand grenades, blasting caps, two 
M- 1 rifles, a Browning automatic rifle, a Japanese rifle and a German 
automatic pistol, This information was disseminated localyto the 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Tax Division of the Treasury Department, Bureau 
of Customs and Secret Service, This information was disseminated at the 
Bureau to the Army, Secret Service and the Internal Security and the 
Civil Rights Divisionsof the Department, 


COLLIE LEROY WILKINS: 


On 3/ 11/ 64, Wilkins was arrested by Hueytown, Alabama, 
Police Department and charged with "driving while drunk," A revolver 
was observed under Wilkins feet and the car was searched, A sawed- 
off shotgun, a small baseball bat, a slingshot, a Kloran and a Klan robe 
were located in the car. The Kloran is the booklet setting forth the 
ritual of the Klan, Wilkins denied Klan membership and declined to 
en _ discuss Klan matters. 
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Wilkins was interviewed by Agents of the FBI on ss 11/ 64, 
Wilkins stated he was not a member of any Klan organization and denied 
knowing any prominent members of the Bessemer Klavern, He stated 
he attended a Klan rally on 5/11/63, and had left meeting at its close 
and gone home, Wilkins denied qyning the Klan robe that was found in 
his automobile but admitted owning the shotgun, He stated he felt he 
* the gun to protect himself against Negroes, 


. In May, 1964, the Chief of Police, Hueytown, Alabama, 
a "advised that he had been contacted by u Klansman in attetnpts to recover. 
7, the Kloran and Klan robe found in Wilkins‘ car. The chief stated that 
** although there was nothing specifically stated by this person as to Wilkins‘ 
membership in the Klan, there were statements made which left no : 
CO Se RS EE a WES Whe & Se Os See . 
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7 RE: EUGENE | THOMAS, ET AL. 


| 2 85 55 ! 
. 62 IGARY THOMAS ROWE, MR.: 


FBI IDENTIFICATION RECORDS; 


Thomas‘ FBI Identification Record reflects he was first 
arrested in 1945 on the charge of drunk. He has five subsequent 
arrests for assault and * reckless driving and carrying concealed 


. - &* * ‘ 
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n FBI Identification 1 8 he was arrested 
on 4/227 54, by the Alcohol Tobacco and Tax Division, Treasury 
Department, Birmingham, Alabama, for 'VPL" distilling (probably 
violation of prohibition — He pleaded guilty and was sentenced to 
two years, suspended and placed on probation for two years. 


Wilkins’ FBI Identification Record indicates he was 
arrested in 1961 for M of P" (probably malicious destruction of 
property); was arrested in March, 1964, under the National Firearms 

„ Act for possession of a sawed-off shotgun and arrested in December, 
wee 1964, for Al (probably assault with intent to maim). For violation 
al the National Firearms Act, he was sentenced to one year and one 

day which sentence was suspended and he was placed’ on one-year 


ote 
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The Identification Records of Thomas, Eaton, Wilkins 
and Rowe are attached. 


ACTION: 


24 — . 


Attached for your approval is a letter to the Department 
enclosing a letterhead memorandum incorporating information in 
Bureau files along with Identification Records of Thomas, Eaton, Wilkins 
and Rowe. The dispositions of the arrests are being obtained. 


Due to the extremely sensitive position of the informant, 
it is not felt desirable to furnish information to the Department in 
writing concerning his status, The Acting Assistant Attorney General 
will be orally advised of Rowe‘s informant status. 
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The following FBI record, NUMBER 3 009 634 _ is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 


NAME AND NUMBER 9 5 F 
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se ee | a | 4d 
Police Department; Eugene Thomas / January | drunk and 372 
Alameda | #4463-D-6 17. 1945, Penal Code 


California 


Sheriff's Office | Eugene Thomas | November: assault and 
Birmingham 346233 127 1947 battery 
Alabama i 


Sheriffs Office | Eugene Thomas March 3. reckless 
Birmingham #46253 1949 driving and 
Alabana public drunk 
‘ | ä N 
Police Department. Eugene Thomas Hay 27, assault and 
Bessener | #11295 1950 battery and 
Alabama discharging 
| 2 firearms in 
ce 3 city limits 


Sheriffs Office | Eugene Thomas ; assault and 
Birmingham #46253 battery 
Alabama. : (Bessemer ) 
Sheriffs Office | Eugene Thomas carrying 
Tuscaloosa #2269 concealed 
. ea ee weapon 

. : „ „ higbhyay 
intoxication 
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Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by * 
contributors. Where final disposition is not shown or further explanation of charge is desi come 
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n. „ following FBI record, NUMBER 3 009 634 0 W FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 


a descriptive Pantone (if any). furnished dy you match 
those. = our identification file unless herein quoted. 


~\ DESCRIPTION A AND RELATED DATA: 


Height: 7 6 feet - | 
Weights: 170 pounds 
Hair: Black 
Wes: _. Blue 


- 7 


date and Pace of Birth: March 2, 1923 Jefferson County: Alabama 


Scars & Marks: unknown 
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Thomas If any informatio 


ngham their file #157-569 
received June 1. 1964. 
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‘The following FBI record, NUMBER none assigned . is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 


— _ NAME AND NUMBER AnnasTED on CHARGE 1 OBPOS! THOM 
ae 1 2 1 f = i 72 
Aden and | William Orville |April Ip.“ (October 8, 195 
Tobacco Tax Eaton 22, 1954 distilling pleaded guilty, 
Division 5 #Ala N- 10569 Isentenced 2 
Birmingham STATE | ) years suspende 


Alabama | probation 2 
| years 


represents data furnished FBI 
ber explanation of charge is 
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All descriptive factors (if any) furnished by you match 5 
those in our identification file unless herein quoted. „„ 


"Race: mite 95 
Sex: Male | 
| Height: : . feet 71 inches 
5 | Weight: 150 pounds 
air: brown | 
Eyes: blue 


Date and Place of Birth: April 12, 1923 Limestone County, Alabama 


| Sears & Marks: Unknown 


‘Address: Acmar, Alabama in 1954 


Occupation: Unknown 
Alias: W. 0. Eaton 
Fingerprint Classification: 
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The following FBI record, NUMBER 935 070 o , is l FOR OFFICIAL USE c ONLY. 1 
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CONTRIBUTOR OF ARRESTEO OR 7 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND MUSE RECEIVED ee, 7 — 


— 


| - 


Police Department] Collie Leroy May 15, | 1. petty 1. 330.00 
Fairfleld, Wilkins Jr... 1960 larceny . 2. 180 days 
Alab ana #9501 2. destroying suspended 

; 5 private sentence 


proper ty 


Sheriff's Office Col 11e Leroy August "MD of P 
Birminghas, . Wilkins 129, 1961] (Bess) “* 
Alabana | #100830 : 
United States Collie Lee Roy arch 26 United 2 years 
Marshal Wilkins Jr. 11. 1964) States Code probation 
Birminghaa, #02005 ; $851 possession 
Alabama oe : of sawed off 

1 shot gun 
Alcohol and Collie Leroy March National pleaded guilty | 
Tobacco Tax Wilkins Jr. 11, 1964] Firearms Act suspended 
Division #AN-13 778 NFA | (possession of [sentence 1 yea: 
Birminghan, 5 saved o{f land 1 day 
Als bana | shot gun) placed on 1 

: : 2 | ean probation 


Sheriff's Office Collie L. November; violation 

Birminghaa, Wilkias . |7, 1964 | Firearms Act 

Alabama #100830 55 assault and 
N battery Gess)“ 


Sheriff's Office.|Collie .. “AIM (Bess)" - 
Birminghaa, Wilkins . : 
Alabana tt #100830 
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Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by 28 a 


contributors. Where final disposition is not shown or further explanation of charge is d come 
1 See Speen. 
nts in FBI files but are listed only as investi- 
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The following FBI 3 NUMBER 935 070 D* „uu furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 


en m AND NUMGER 8 


. 


FLASH: Collie Leroy Wilkins Jr. If arrest 
prior to November 15, 1966 Notify Probatio 
Diyision Adminis rative Office of the Unit 
States Courts Washington 25, District of 
Columbia information received Birminghan, 
Alabama. ) ; 
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The following FBI record, NUMBER 935 070 D _ is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 


All descriptive factors (1 anv) furnished by you match 
Cee = our identification file unless herein quoted. 


DESCRIPTION AND RELATED DATA: 
? ‘White 
1210 
69 inches 
160 pound 
Brown 
Bree: : a Brown 


Date and Place of Birth: July 25, 1943 Jefferson County, Alabama 


Scars & Marks: . Unknown 


. 
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* 
— : 5 0 
Pe Sas, . 


Address: 4005.40 Way Fairfield, Alabama in 1964 
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Occupation: United Freight Lines Birmingham 
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tors. Where final ere explanation of charge is 
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SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1236) 


EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL 

VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, aka; 

8 JEROME MOTON — VICTIMS 
R EL 


3 Transmitted herewith for the assistance of the Bureau 
are five —. 2 — report dated 4/5/65 in captioned 
matter. 5 


In order to expedite handling, copies designated for 
Mobile have been sent directly to the Montgomery Resident Agenc 


The Birmingham Division „ even though it has designat 
8 for the USA, Birmingham and USA, Montgomery, is not making 


* en., 74 authorization has been received. 
Y ae ye 7 4 
A ee bo- Unt 


3, bureau (enc- Naeh 
Mobile = Montgomery . eee. TT.. d ĩ ĩᷣ , a 


= % Ace 


eue. . 


Sac, 1 (44-1236) 


| | | Mobil D 
Front birector, FBI (44~28601) 57 


EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; 
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, AKA; 
2° LEROY JEROME MOTON < VICTIM 
- CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS 


— 
* 


i Reka irtel We a report of ASAC Robert 6. 
re dated 4/5/65. 


Promptly disseminate above report to appropriate 
W Attorney at Montgomery and USA's 0 
bess | — — ot 


NOTE: -We have already received, reviewed and disseminated 
g N reports from Mobile and Hontgomery setting forth the 
+ bulk df our investigation concerning the shooting of 
ers. Viola Liuzzo, Lowndes County, Alabama, 3/25/65 and the arrest 

1 subjects. Report of ASAC Jensen dated 4/5/65 has been reviewed 
and it contains only negative interviews with persons who were 
reportedly in several bars and restaurants in Birmingham on the 
night of 3/25/65 to determine if they saw any of subjects. None 
of the persons recalled having seen subjects. | 
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— | — Mr. Conrud — 
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Ur, J. Agar Hoover eZ | Si Ww. Suit Wee 
Dept-Of Justice —- = ve yaya 
Washington ,D-Co } ee 7 N 1 ö Tele. Rana 

i f ; * 8 0 5 
Dear ur. Hoover: 9 8 7 . Mise Holmes 


Mise Gandy . 
The purpose of this letter is to cheok with you if you have 3 
looked into the matter which is on the minds of many people — 
who I have talked to, that ia-"what was the purpose of a 
wife of a Teanster raoketeer doing in Alabama” i was a Tean- 
ster in Rochester, I. I. while going to school at night and 1 
know first hand what they are This wan gust be a Pizon of 
Jimmy Hoffa and you probably have a long file on him- 


‘This ie not a publicity stunt Mr-Hoover and your repay will 
not be shown to a single person; I have too much respect for 
you and the job you have done for our country: 


Svery pereon who talked to me about this picture has said, "she? 
certainly must be some kind of nut to leave her children to 
run off on such a wild goose chase"e 


It is my contention,sir that Ar. Johnson opened the door 71 hi 
question when he had you by his side and said,"Mre Liuz zo wont 
to Alabama to serve the struggle for qust 100“. The America 
people look at your picture and seeJUSTICE- I believe they 
expect to get the other side of the ture from you * 
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Whar Kind | 
Of People 
Are. They? 
Times Wire c s 

DETROT T- were 
25,000 people down there and 
she had to be the one. She had 
to be the one. My God, it’s um 
believable.” 

Those were the anguished 
words of Anthony J. Liuzzo, 51, 
minutes after he learned his 
wife Viola, 39 had been shot to 
death while driving back to Sek 
ma, Ala., from Thursday’s ra- 
cial demonstration in Montgom- 
ery. 

Liuzzo, a big husky Team- 
ster official wept openly and 
cried: 

| “The dirty rats, the dirty 

— ANTHONY, 18 SALLY, * PENNY, ub TOMMY, 13 rats. What kind of people are 

eo is Detroit, four children weep for their slain mother. te living down here? What kind 
_— of people can they be?“ | 

Liuzzo later got a call from 
President Johnson. Liuzzo said 
the President agreed with him 


that the slain woman did 
die in vain.“ | 


“REING AN Italian and a 
member of the Teamsters Un- 
ion.“ Liuzzo told the President, 
“I know what it is to be pushed 
around and kicked around.” 

Liuzzo said the President ex 
pressed sympathy on the part 
of Mrs. Johnson and himself, 
and then agreed when Liuzzo 
said: I don't think she died in 

A husky man, Liuzzo had 
blinked back tears a short time 
earlier and declared: 

“They should put a 90.0%, 
fence around the state of Ala- 
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P | oo in Birmingham, three suspects are hroaght before judge for arralgnmest. 
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e Park, Florida 


Tour letter of March 29th, with 


. 
WOO’ 28-4. 53 
J. Wd SE b 1 ony 


enclosures, was received in Mr. Hoover's absence. 
Tou may be certain your communication will be 
. brought to his attention upon his return. 
| Sincerely yours, 


| APR 671965 Helen W. Gandy 
„— eee 


II: Corres ndent is not identifiable in Bullles. 2 i 
. also not identifiable in Builes. Due to the es 
** vers f the letter and the allegations made against. 


Mrs. Liuzzo, a letter over Miss Gandy's signature is being sent 
oo than one over the Director's signature. 5 x 
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1 > 5 4 ; ö 5 
FROM 8 ir. 7. J. Baumgardne 


aumrer: EUGENE THOMAS, «© 
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, 
GARY THOMAS ROWE, M., 
COLLIR LOW VIII ns, m.; 
_ VIOLA°LIUZZO - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS 


At approximately 5 p.m., 4-2-65, SAC Ingram of our 
Birmingham Office called and stated that he had just been told i 
connection with the captioned case, Departmental attorneys want oc 
ny Orme ods 2 Our 1 8 ONnCePrnine : ) 1 1 

Dy römer morning, | 
223835. W. ingram stavead Vepartmenu itcorneys said these four 77 
individuals have been subpoenaed to appear before a grand jury in 
the captioned case and that they need the information in our files 
tomorrow morning. Ingram said this poses a tremendous ta for his 
office and that he wanted to know whether he should work his people 
‘all’ night in order to get this information ready. He thought the 
request was unreasonable inasmuch as the Departmental attorneys 
. knew they were subpoenaing these people and should have given the 7 
Birmingham Office more notice, 2 = 47¢ «4 


% > 


>” ee 

„ After checking with Mr. Belmont, I told Ingram to to | 
ahead and get the information ready if he could and to get it to 
the Departmental attorneys at Montgomery tomorrow morning, if i 

possible. I told him he should send the summaries into the Bureau 
1 — 20 that we would be aware of what he had furnished to the Departmenta. 
attorneys. I advised him he could not possibly get the information 
to them if he first sent it into the Bureau and that in this instance 
it would be alright to send it directly to the attorneys at Montgomer: 
but that the summaries should be carefully prepared so as not to 
reveal any of our informants nor should they include any administra- 
tive infornat ion: 8 
RLC. 2 22 


ACTION: 4y Cel 


above is for your information, 


3 K. . 7 Ue , wi 
ene age 


= 1 — Ar. Rosen 
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- UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


~ Memorandum 
To. ic, “ite. Baanong ‘ | April 8, 1965 
ae 1 Mr. Belmont 


W : ake . 5 
FROM 1 A. - Ro : 5 | 5 lL - Mr. Rosen 


: 1 = Mr, McGowan 
SURJECT: - EUGENE THOMAS, S | . 1 kr. Hines 


WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, | 2 
GARY THOMAS ROWE, In., ) ä a 
COLLIE. LEROY: WILKINS, In.; „ 

FIOIL L L IU220 = VICTIM ä 
CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS V 


fe 110 This case involves the ting of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo 
. 22 Lowndes County, Alabama, on the night of 3/25/65. Four 
subjects have been arrested and charged with violation of 
Title 18, Section 241, (conspiracy to injure and intimidate 
persons in the exercise of their rights under the Constitution 
and laws of the U. 8.) in connection with this shooting. The 
initial reports of the Mobile and Birmingham Divisions were ö 
received at the Bure au 3/30/65. They have been reviewed and 
disseminated to the appropriate U. 8. Attorneys and to the 
Department. The Bureau is now in receipt of two subsequent as 
reports of the Mobile Division dated 4/1/65 and 4/3/65 and 
two reports from the Detroit Division dated 3/31/65 and 4/1/65. 
These reports have been reviewed by an appropriate Bureau 


supervisor and are being ee 
REC. , AC O- A 
The Mobile report of 4/1/65 th detailed 


information regarding Mrs. Liuzzo's background and her arrest 
in Detroit on charges of failing to send her children to 
N She was fined $50 and placed on one-year's probation 


and the sentencing judge was of opinion she was a professional 
crusader and was cor >d bDBeause she insisted upon being 


convicted. 


5 other significant fintiage.jn . 8 755 


29 APR 14865 


oe: Nee. ee. S Re? ae head. a Sy Sete,” tw: | S 22 — N we 42 PE. ** Age. 2. 


Memorandum to ur. Belmont 
ae — — 


B7A 


+s The Detroit reports of 3/31/65 and 4/1/65 furnish 
additional details regarding Liuzzo's background indicating 
that she was emotionally and possibly —— unstable and 
was receiving psychiatric treatment. , 


ACTION: 


; The Mobile Office has been instructed to disseminate 
copies of these reports immediately to the U. 8. Attorneys 
at Birmingham and Mobile and to the Departmental Attorney 
handling this case in Montgomery, Alabama. Copies of each 
have also been: furnished to the Civil Rights Division of the 
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FROM MOBILE (SELMA) €44- 1245) 
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oe eA ET ALs VIOLA ened. 10220, AKAs LEROY JEROME: 
Qa Reis = on “ie 
2 MOTON DASH VICTIMS. 


GRAND JURY CONVENED AT MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, NINE AM, APRIL 


FIVE INSTANT. ALL GOVERNMENT WITNESSES SCHEDULED EXCEPT SAS LAWRENCE : 


oRATOR 1 
GETTINGS, EDWARD LEAHEY — EXAMINER MARION WILLIAMS WERE HEARD. i 


1 7 


THE BIRMINGHAM SOURCE APPEARED FOR THREE AND ONE HALE, HOURS. NO A 
TROUBLE EXPERIENCED. | 5 


ei. JURY WILL RECONVENE. TEN an, APRIL SIX NEXT TO COMPLETE 


REARING OF CASE. 


bat ee n LG 286% % 
„ 


Ua. „„ FOR TWO BUH PP 
FBI YASH oc 


* e@ 


— 2 Xe es 


2 


‘ 
' 


1 
* 
* 
. 


by four 
Government witnesses * 


night of 3/25/65. 


i Ateatifying before grand jury. 


attached teletype is the 


Birmingham 8 
). Inspector 


4 pe ist 8 
4 case (subject Gary Thomas Rowe ng vill keep 


Bureau 


this matter 
8 ere rtinent developments. 
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“FROM BIRMINGHAM 18800 


. 7 a 7 
wane: ETAL» VIOLA LIUZZO- ETAL, VICTINS, CR, EL. 


REBUTEL APRIL FIVE. 
REVIEW PERTINENT FILES THIS MATTER REFLECTS INFORMATION 
RECEIVED’ FROM URING PERIOD MARCH” SIXTEEN BF, 32 
DASH TWENTYSIX LAST, AS SET FORTH IN BIRMINGHAM AIRTEL APRIL ONE He 
NOT PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED TO BUREAU NOR DISSEMINATED LOCALLY. 
EXPLANATIONS BEING SECURED. RECOMMENDATIONS WILL FOLLOW CONCERNING 
ADMIWSTRATIVE ACTION AND RECOMMENDATIONS AS TO WHETHER OR NOT 
LOCAL DISSEMINATION BE MADE AT THIS TIME. 
END 
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10-19 PM £ST URGENT 4/6/65 


FROM MOBILE 144-1243 


A os 
EUGENE THOMASs ET Al: VIOLA ere TL Tuzz0 DASH VICTIM GR-DASH 
Derdoa Lox 
1 RACIAL MATTERS. 


GRAND. JURY AT MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA REPORTED TO USDJ FRANK 
JOHNSON LATE AFTERNOON FOUR SIX SIXTYFIVE. GRAND JURY REPORTED 


an- INDICTMENT WHICH WAS SEALEQ PENDING Ange ST 6 OF Ss nd ge aa 5 
WERE TURNED OVER TO USM MONTGOMERY FOR apf. ETAILS ‘rem 
e ee 


n 
GJ ACTION UNAVAILABLE PENDING ARREST. 10 Apo: 
ae RAS 88 
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UNITED STATES GUv eniwmENT 


Memorandum 


Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Malley 
| Mr. 
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON; Mr. 
COLLIE LEROY, WILKINS; 
GARY THOMAS ’ WE, M.; 
VIOLA GREGG~ 1220, AKA 
MRS. ANTHONY. 1UZ20; 
LEROY JEROME!’ MOTON ~ VICTIM 
CIVIL — ‘- BLECTION LAWS 


The report of the investigation in this case 
conducted by the Mobile Division was received at the Burea 
a today and it has beer reviewed by Bureau supervisor. This 
report sets forth in detail information previously brought 
ta the Director's attention including the Solioving: 


| The receipt of the initial report of the shooting 
of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo in Lowndes County, Alabama, on the 
‘night of 3-25-65, and details of the investigation initiated 
immediately upon receipt of this report. This investigation 
includes interview of victim Leroy Jerome Moton who was ‘ 
| accompaning Mrs. Liuzzo at the time of the shooting, interviews 
to determine Mrs. Liuzzo's activities in Selma prior to the 
shooting, and interviews of persons who might have been in 
contact with victims and/or subjects prior to the shooting. 
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2 The report is being furnished to the Civil 
Rights Division of the Department today and Mobile is 


- 2 


being instructed to furnish copies to the Departmental 
Attorney in Montgomery who is handling prosecution of this 
case and to the appropriate U. 8. Attorney. 
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- SU BRIFF JAMES CLARK 
DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA 
ALLEGATIONS AGAINST THE FBI 


As you i know, United Press Internafi nal (UPI) has quoted 115 4 | 

ine. vidual as saying, on 3/27/65, that Mrs. rey iuzzo might not have been 

usdered if FBI Agents had advised local officers they had a carload of Ku Klux 

Dns gen under surveillance. According to a teletype from Selma, received in the : 
Sr su at 1:11 a. m. today, Clark telephonically advised the Selma Resident Agency N 
ye stozcay that he had had a conference with a newsman during the morning of 3/27/65. Y 
Ze sad he told the newsman the FBI had never told him about the car bearing the 

ea) murderers being in the Selma area. He stated he did not know anything about cy 

sis C22 and, if he did by an outside chance, he might have picked them up. Clark cs 
. > stated that he presumed the FBI had the vehicle under observation. He 
a ad, “I've be-n getting so much heat from the newspapers on this I had to tell 


“a sométhing. I don’t recall receiving any information about the car. S 


: . After consultation with Messrs. Belmont and Joseph A. Sullivan, and 
approval by Mr. Tolson, the attached statement was released at 9:45 p.m., 3/27/ 65,4 
=) Associated Press and UPI. . J 
since this statement was released, there have been several news a 
rc. :o ts alleging Sheriff Clark has issued a rebuttal, He has been quoted as saying €& 
mn. not the first time the Department of Justice has called him a liar. Inspector 
Sn is checking these reports out to ascertain whether Clark has been talking to 
rege. 228 again, and wil report his findings to the Bureau later today. If Clark has 
b 23 Eng, however, I feel we should not attempt to answer any additional remar! 5 
da may make regarding this matter. To do so will only feed him more material with 
which to keép a feud going with the Bureau, and I believe we should discourage the 
Csvc.opment of sucha situation, if at all possible. 
Brotes ge 3 ä 4 ALCO - 
> ENC OSURZ Ne. Bo. ROE ez 
1 & Tolson g nor N ; 
1-1 Selmont | * . 
1 = Xe Sullivan sect cisco 
sue EEE ae ee 
1 - Mr. Gale 


ale gh 4 CONTINUED ON NEXT PACE. 
PR — — cal 
2 eee ve | Pe cane uE Heir 


ass a eee err 
3 ofS et Ee tr IP Se Re ae DS Ole. — 1 De r eat” PRLS LG N 


De Loacù to Mohr eal 3/28/65 
Ne: * James Clark 


Additional 8 in the Liuzzo murder inated a gane 
made by t the Grand Wizard.of the United Klans of America, Robert Shelton one 
of the subjects in this matter had been offered a bribe by the FBI for a confession. 
This abe is supposed to consist of several hundred acres of land located in 
NEmizsotae. A telephonic contact at 11:35 a.m. today with J. L. McGovern, of the 
Ins:;ec-ion Division, who is in Birmingham, disclosed that absolutely no promises 

nor ciꝛZers were made to any of the subjects. Mr. McGovern said this may have 
originzied with the informant in this case since the latter is telling a variety of stories 
to his attorney, Matt Murphy, in an attempt to divert — from himself. 


Shelton has been making a number of wild claims to the press in the 
past f2w hours. He has called the President a damned liar," and he has said that 
Reverend James J. Reeb was dying of cancer before he was clubbed to death in Selma. 
The latter has been labeled as hokum“ by John Sullivan, New England Chair man of 
the American Friends Service Committee, who said Mr. Reeb had undergone a 
physical examination shortly before joining the Committee on 9/1/64. This examination 
disclosed Reeb was in the pink of health, according to Sullivan. | 


The Director has also received a telegram from Martin Luther King 
which reads as follows: 


"Let me congratulate you and the FBI for this speedy arrest of the 
accused assasins of Mrs. Luizzo. The Agents assigned to Alabama have done an 
| outstandſag job of containing the tremendous violennes and savagery which runs 
rar nt under this surface of Alabama life. There is still much work to be ‘done 
: der 2 Alabama is rid of the racist sickness which pollutes her body politic, I am 
2 sak v we can continas to count on four efficient services." 


: 1 do T not ‘Believe this wire should be acknowledged because a reply would - 
cz help build up this character and a communication from Mr. Hoover, which King 
would undoubtedly publicize, will tie us in with him, and put us under an obligation to 

Ea. I likewise feel that King's telegram to the Director should not be released to 
due press for the same reasons. Mr. Belmont concurs in these recommendations. 


: 8 n . 
SC DAO % Raed econ an," . 
Submitted for infor mation pursuant to Mr. Tolson's wetten. 
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| ZaNDLING OF CETED PRESS :TEMS 


In accordance with your request, robe for —* United Press 
Internctional (UPI) ‘tems is 2s follows: 

Original and three copies come off machine. “hese include many items 
of no i:terest to Bureau. Zmployees put check mark by those W. — appear to be of 
interes- to Director inc.uding any items mentioning Director N 22+, those referring 
to cas.s under investicction ‘by Bur eau, or outstancing or significant news events. 
Orig: of those items selected for Director ere clisped, 8 and routed 
dir ec ay to Director's Cfiice without background notes. Copies are routed to 

_ Messrs. DeLoach, Belmont, and Mohr. Messenger picks up or iginals and copies 
8 sietype Unit and delivers to above-mentioned offices each seven minutes 
dur us wor * cay. *of Teletype Unit 


oe Alter r Dtrector'’s Office closes in evening and on Sundays, originals 
are l. in Teletype Un't urcil next morning. Ccnies for Mr. Belmont are delivered 
to n : und weekend cuty agent in General Investigative Division and copies for you 
Mr. ~-02r) are delivered to night duty agent in Secial Invesii¢ative Division. , 
After last regular run at 7:15 P.M. on workdays, ‘and on Sundays, Mr. DeLoach's 
copy s Le.d until next morning. 


sin. Gp Saturdays originals are delivered to Director's Office and conte 
. to 025 e. cttictals ag ct récht with hourly messenger runs being made. There is . 


duty Dent in Mr. DeLozch's office on Saturdays until about 45 vr F ys his c 
, ars AA ered there accordingly as long as his office is open. | AY Bae, 


Nor N ene a 

With res- act to item concerning statement n.. 2133) @acoiti ark * 

(ateas. ch which appez rad on the machine at 2:26 P. M. on n 7. 3-27-65, isis Fy 
wes dozen off the mac: ine along with a series of other items, the-last-ef-whiek-w:.s : 
also checked to be sex. to the Director's Office and which was reccived on the macs “ce, 
at 3:05. >. M. (copies cz these items attached). The Clark item was clipped, mou. tee al 
and 2. ire ently deliweres to the Dircctor's Office cn the next hourly run ety bss ‘ite. 


5 


N the Director's Office at 4:16 P. M. 3s Eolmes iran ciately pat f.. 


Zee „ „/ cee Gneeee n 


© ©. 


Memo to Mr: Mohr from W. 8. Tavel °°” 
Res Handling of United — — | 
SPREE ARB. 3 


— 


tee . enn 57 os 

ae : 52 Mr. Be!mont * he . a copy just after 4 p. M. and that 

e he was then talking to Inspector Sullivan in Selma, Alabama, oa the telephone 
reques ting him to got the true facts in the matter. Mr. Belmont has submitted a 

‘ — ate memorandum regarding his 1 oO: 


3 — 5 


Thbere is no time ann on Mr. T copy indicating time of 
receivt in his office and Special Agent Hobson H. Adccck, who was on duty in 
: Mr. DeLoach's office, states he received a large number of US! items during the 


7 » afternoon but cannot remember having seen the one on Clark's statement although 
d not leave until about 4:30 P. M. 


The nessenger on duty Saturday has no recolléction of hand ing this 
particular item and the employees on duty in the Teletype Unt likewise cannot 
remexber this item specifically although one of them remembers taking copies of 
several UPI items to Mr. DeLoach's office shortly after 3 P. M. 


REC S SENDATION; 


„ Submitted jor information. 
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Tele Room 
Holmes 
Gandy 


, UPI -<7 3 
i CLARK > 
1 Seti, ALA moSHERI FE An CLARK SAID TODAY N GAS A PREMCTE 
POSS: 2 N TRE Tera SECCTING OF & 212 COULD KRAVE BEEN 
* SAD The FBI KEST LOCAL AUTH ADVISED. 
= SAID TKE CAR FROM WHICH THE FATAL SHOTS ALLEGEDLY YIRE FIRED 
FAD T. STOPPED FRICR TO THE SHCCTING AND GIVEN A WARNING 2Y STATE 
— ira GAR DOR-SURVEIEBES CEM CLAKK SRI ZM ZinET (FEI 


* 3 — — 8 


21 RAD TYAT c UNDER SUR. CILLANCE,® CLARK SAID. THEY (FBI 
F KRAVE Aust UOE"ED CLOSELY ki fn US IN THE PAST BUT THIS TIME 
8. sc. y 525 1 ADVISE US OF THIS. IF THEY KAD WE'D HAVE 
5 TC CATCH FOR TEE CAR AND ‘EE MEN. THERE IS REOTE POSSIBILITY 
iT Sate 85755 Til SHOCTING. 
MOTHER OF FIVE, WAS FILLED BY A SNIPER’S 
„ SEUTTLE SERVICE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS DEMCNSTRATORS 
SASS Laa TO MONTGOMERY PROTEST MAECH. 
SCEMED HIM THAT TRE DRIVER OF THE CAR 
Stn CHARGED IN ‘THE SLAYING OF SRS. 
ONTRG TICKET AT 7320 P.M. EST--THURSDAY 
THE DETSO1T WOMAN WAS KILLED ALONG A DESOLATE 
93920808 . 

“Ty SAID THE SERS TOLD FIM THE CASKIN® TICKET WAS GIVEN TO 
Te. . TYLER’S CROSSROADS, ONLY ABOUT 10 MILES FROM THE SCENE 
27: ECRDER IF THE ARMY WAS EVER ADVISED BY THE FBY ABOUT THIS CAR, 

IF LZ. ZAD KUOUN_ASOUT IT VE LOULD PAVE TRIED TO KEEP THE CAP UNDER 
SURUEILLANCE. THe ARMY WAS IN CKARGE OF THINGS AT THAT ri BUT IT 

MOULD HAVE Sur OUT A SMALL GROUP TO WATCH THE CAR. 
TEE SHOCTING DIDN'T HAPPEN IN FY COUNTY. KCLAPK IS SHEERIFF or 
son COUNTY. THE SHOCTING OCCURRED IN LOUNDES COUNTY.) I REGRET 
Tin: T BAPPEKED BUT I°VE BEEN GETTING TELEGRAMS FRCM ALL OVER THE 


Gunze BLAMING ME FOR IT. we RAD A MARCH TODAY ON THE COURTHOUSE 
AID THE DEMONSTRATORS INDICATED I WAS PARTLY TO BLAME FOR SHAT : 
\EAPE-LED. IF THEY WANT TO BLAME ANYBODY THEY OUCHT TO MARCH ON THE. 
FEEL BUILDING,® KE SAID. : 
T. Z FEDERAL S021 pins IS ACROSS THE STREET FROM THE COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
222 gs the BEPARTIEKT OF JUSTICE AND FBI OFFICES. 
3/27--TDZ26PES 
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Tas CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
MARCH 29, 1965 


SENATE 


ä or 5838-5987. Senator Williams, (F ») Delaware, placed in 
ae cord an e e ritten by Paul Zope entitled Baker Case Party Girl 
ts Being Ex- Dad“ 2 = published in the Washington Szuacay * on Marca ⁊8ta. 
erin a A "iy. Zone's article is based uvocn inlorgat-on cctained by the YX 

j investigators of C- Nmles Committee and the FBI concerning tie manner in which 

Fee. yy girls had boon used Sy Mr. Baker and his associates. - -- it is most 
~~. ottable that tris 22 of the inquiry developed by the «SI was so noticeably 

‘ Dored by bota tne committee and the Justice Departn. ert in their most recent N 
a scot." Tue azticle coraments on activities of Ellen Rometscn and states 

„ December, tze Justice Department showed some members and stafi > 

2é=-onnel of the Rules Committee an FBI file on Mrs. Rometsca, Tne com- — 
mitiee mcorporated a summary of e file in its minutes, but the Democrats 1 

Vvcted against going any further into tie matter. This portion of the committee! 

, proceedings nas not been made public and is not expected to be. 


“OQ 
“8 
4 


Pages 8911-8012. Senator Dodd, (D) Connecticut, spoke con- 
cer..ing tae President's statement announci as. arrest of four members of the 
A Aux lan for tue siurder of Mrs. Viol g TLiuzzo. Dodd included the text of f 
Le ‘>resident's statement and a brief statement he issued in support of the 

12 eie comments. Mr. Dedd stated "Apcronriately, J. Edward EoOov er i 


Standing beside the President at that press conference and I say this because 
& 58 Zoover's outstanding agents in the field worked throughout the night to find 
2 3 Srpecrators of this outrage. And it was especially appropriate to have 

. Dover there, because what better reply could there have been to the 

22. 32s that the FBI has nct been zealous enough in protecting civil . pro- 

uaris and in fighting e Xu Nux Nan. 
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Memorandum to the Director 
* 5 7. 93 — Record 


. 10 SENATE - continued 


4. ournment: Until Thursday, April 1, 1955, at 12 non. 
. HOUSE 


Page 6055. Congressman Gathings, (>) Arkansas, spoke 
concerning the economic boycott of Alabama suggested by Dr. Martin Luther 
King. Gathings stated "I implore Dr. King to please permit tne schoolchildren 
of Alabama to. partici ipate in the school lunch program by the utilization of sur- 
plus food commodities, ----. At this point, Congress raan Aidrews, (D) 

t Dam. stated I hope the gentleman will remember and that the Members of 
\ this Souse will remember trat last December Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, one of the 
| greatest Americans of all time, said that this Martin Luther Xing was the most 
notorious liar in this country, and Mr. Hoover until this day has not retracted 
- ithat state ment. 


Pages €055- 6058. Congressman Gross, (g) Iowa, spoke con- 
erning the Bobo / Baker investigation. He included the article written by Paul 
| — waich was set forth with remarks of Senator Williams earlier in this 
męemorandum. 


Pages 6066-6057. Congress man Cleveland, (R) New Hampshire, 
spoke concerning use of certain materials in construction of public buildings, 
referring to the srbstitution of concrete for stone exteriors of new Federal 
buildings. He stated Four structures which would have concrete exteriors have 

reccnily been authorized for construction in Washington, at a total cost of 
8120 million. - Tizese four buildings are the Federal Office Building No. 5, the 5 
'yNational Air and Space Museum of the Smithsonian Institution, the Federal Bureau 
{fof I U.vestigation Sailding, and a new headquarters for the Eousing and Home 
j‘sinance Agency. ' " Mr. Cleveland included a brochure entitled "Our Beautiful 
Cani zal, Will It Ss „Harred by the New Trend in Federal Building?“ (It is to 2e 
notes : the General Services Administration advised the architects nave not yet 
præaserted their zecommendations to the Fine Arts Commission as to the 
eas zor treatment for our building. ) 


3 2 trans ra. isting a draft of proposed legislztion exzitled "A bill to amBnd 
Sn 4032 of title 18, United States Code, to facilitate the rehabilitatiog of 
3 convicted of offenses against the United States. This was refer ed to 


the Judiciary Committee. 


| fa ""- . Dage 6074. The House received a lottcr from the Attorne 
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Memorandum to the Director 
Re: Fae Congressional Record 


‘ 2 1 : * 1 a 


„„ ar ZOUSE - continued „ 


* ‘ <«- = 


Adjournment: Until Tuesday, March 30, 1965, at 12 noon. 
APPENDIX 


There was nothing contained in the Appencix that was of 
particular interest to tne Sureau. 
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' UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


| Memorandum: 


pare: March 29, 1965 
l = Mr, Casper 
1 * Mr. Belmont 
1— Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Mal 
5 | o> 
(Sumer: EUGENE" TH tug, waa ORVILLE EATON; 
n S; GARY THOMAS ROWE, IR. 
. 220, AKA - VICTIM 
„ +, LEROY JEROME MOTON - VICTIM 
* CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS 


5 With reference to Mobile teletype 3-27-65, referring to the 7 * 
5 tive day arrest rule, the following is set forth: 


This case involves the arrest of four subjects on Federal 1 | 
charges by Bureau Agents on 3-26-65, in connection with the fatal // 

shooting of Viola Liuzzo in Lowndes County, Alabama, on the night 

of 3-25-65. Mobile, in stating that a report would be submitted within 

the five-day arrest rule, was referring to the rule set forth in the 

Manual of Rules and Regulations, Part I, Section 4B, Page 2c, 

which states, A report must be sent to the U. S. Attorney within 

five working days of the taking of a subject into Federal custody." 

|The report will, of course, contain the facts developed upon which 

* ‘the arrest was made in order that the U. S. Attorney may proceed 

vee prosecution without delay. 


„ The purpose of the rule is to insure that any delay in the 
oF handling of prosecution of subjects arrested by Bureau Agents 
ee cannot be attributed by the U. S. Attorney or the Department to 
delayed reporting on the part of the Bureau. With respect to this 
_ cage due to its importance, Mobile Division, where the shooting 
z occurred, and the Birmingham Division, where the arrests were 
, made, have both been instructed that the investigation of this matter 
must be handled on an expeditious basis and the report of the arrests 
submitted no later than 3-30-65, to the Bureau for clearance before 
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_ SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1236) 


EU OMAS; Er AL. 
YIOLALIUERO, aka.; 
ET AL - VICTIMS 
CR - EL 


ReBuairtel to Birmingham, 3/30/65. 


of same for the four subjects in this case: 


Arresting | Date Arrested 


Following is a listing of arrests and disposition 


Disposition 


Agency and Number Charge 


Alcohol & ' 4/22/54 State charge 
Tobacco Tax #Ala N-10569 Viol. of 
Div., B’ham, | Prohibition 


— 


10/8/54, pleaded 


guilty, sentence 


2 yrs. suspended 


Law-distilling probation 2 yrs. 


vale! ao @ SZ eremen oes 
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ait 2 4453287" 
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ee Arresting 3 Date Arrested 
55 Agency ‘and Number 


8 , 
. y Be 


My 
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* Py 
e re ° 


. „% EUGENE THOMAS: "5 
rr ae 1/18/45 Drunk and 372 Released 1/19/45 


Calif., PD  § #4463-D-6 - Penal Code on $25 bail 
1 | : 7 ä : ordered forfeited 
1 ae aa te Bia gs | 1/22/45 
Sheriff 0 „ 2718/47. «7: < Assault & Charge dismissed 
Office, 5 9462833 Battery on 11/21/47 upon re- 
* han, 41. . 5 3 oon wife, LOISE quest of wife; 
ede „ AS %%% ek $17.65 costs paid 
ar oe Me ce V by husband 
ache herift t's. —— 3/5/49. — — => peckless: — $25 & costs 
~ . Office, —. 46253 driving: — 11/16/48; 
„. Bhan, Ala. ae ae Public drunk $5 and costs 
„ 8 5 3/5/49 
„„ . 1 Affray $5 and costs 
ia he poeta : jee 3/5/49 


Bessener, Ala. 5/27/50 Assault & $28 fine paid 
Police Dept. #11295 Battery --- 5/27/50 

7 „„ eae . Discharging 

* * Pirearms in 

= | — Dismissed 


e 2 - 


——— 


Arresting | Date Arrested eh eae Hi 
_ Agency and Number Charge _ Disposition 


' Sheriff's 6/8/86 . 1 Assault & Piled not guilty 
Office, e Battery on on 6/9/58; 
Bthaa, Ala. ee wife found guilty, 
ose ees : (Bessemer, Ala) case continued 
. to 9/28/56; 
dismissed on 
VV FF | payment of $18.40 
J. 86 „„ . 


. . e eile 


Sheriff's 0 6/8/63 °° Carrying con- Wies on 

Office, - #2269 °° +: “"" cealed weapon 11/21/63 on 

B'ham, Ala. and highway motion of State 
ä intoxication 


na ae COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR. 5 


Feirfield,. 87/15/80 [I) Petty (1) 330 

Ala. , PD #9501 a Larceny 

. a ok „„ (2) Destroying (2) 180 days, 

ees : 5 private suspended 

W . 5 property sentence 

„ it ~” g/29/61° ou" Malicious = Nol-prossed 
". . Office, 6100830 Destruction 12/6/61 
at B'ham, Ala. | of property 


uss, . 3/11/64 . 26 USC, 5851 2 yrs. probation 
B'ham, Ala. #02005 | -" possession of | 
sawed off 
shotgun 


_ Alcohol & - 3/11/64 - "National Fire- Pled guilty, sus- 
Tobacco Tax, #AN~13788 NFA arms Act pended sentence 
(possession of 1 yr 1 day, placed 
. saved off | on 1 yr pmobation 
shotgun) i ; setae 
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Date Arrested 
_and Number 


charge 


Disposition 


Le KR LEROY ls. JR. (Cont'd) 


eri „* ee 
Office., 9100830 e 
— . - a 5 . 10 


zt 1273/64 


- % - Office,: 7100830 = ° 
5 2 . 333% APs s 


. 8 52 2 oo ee 


„ 45ů e 
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Violat 10n 
Firearms Act, 
Assault & 
Battery 
(Bessemer). 


„ Assault with 
intent to 


nur der 


. i „„ ee he; 3 


5 . ry an, 


2 ° ; „ 
‘Meo „„ 9 OS 
* > 


Case pending, | 
no date for trial 


Pled not guilty 

1/5/65; found 
not guilty same 
date 
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FROM MOBILE (SELMA) (44-1245 


FI WASH DC 


3 Eucene “THOMAS. ET ALS VIOLA gREGO*L1UZz0» . ET .. DASH 


VICTIMS» CR K. 


- REMOTEL APRIL SEVEN LAST. 
NO PERTINENT INVESTIGATION REMAINING MOBILE DIVISION. 
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Memorandum — 


‘pare: March 31, 1968 7 = 


oy Trotter 
FROM 7 * 5 1 Mr. Belmont 1 
2 a mer * 3 1 - Mr. Rosen | 
Pini 7. N 1 - Mr. Malley 
SURJECT: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. 1 Mr. McGowap- 
VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL. - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 


: f * F | 
The report of . in ab n Di Division 
concerning the shooting of Mrs, Viola Liuzzo in Lowndes County, 


Alabama, on the night of 3/25/65, has been received at the Bureau 
and reviewed, 


„ The report contains in greater detail information previously 
received which has been brought to the Director's attention concerning 
the story of the incident related by the informant and subject Gary 
Thonias Rowe, Jr., to Agents wherein he identifies the other subjects 
and furnishes details of their actions. 

It also sets forth details of the arrests of the four subjects, 
their arraignment and their release on bond, In addition, interviews 
do check out the alibis of subjects are also set forth along with the \\ 


— — — — — ee *- 


Copies of the report are being furniahed to the Civil Rights 
Division of the Department, the Departmental attorney Yo" 7 7 
case in Montgomery and the appropriate U. 8. Attorney. 2 L Hg 5 


DED i RRC. 1 21 APR 9 165 al 7 
5 2 Inspector Sullivan has advised that the report of-investigation_' 


„ of this matter in the Mobile Office has been submitted and will arrive at 
the Bureau today. It will be promptly reviewed and appropriate 
NN will be made. You will be advised of additional deva@opments. 


n nee 


* a 1 < 5 * 0 
** 7 — 2244 
e 2 2 3 


Appeyy 1, 1863 
GENERAL INVESTIGA A DIVISION 2 


This matter concerns the ‘murder of 
a civil rights worker by four Ku Klux 


repre tn between Montgomery 1 * a Sgt tia 42 
Alat f ode he nich 0 2 — 8 eos 55 


who Tür ni a the Information wi ch lect RIFE ee Rot = Pe 
«we? a= ge ees 3 5 N 
L of the subjects on 25 See ees Sle 2 F 
The subjects and other Klan - 
associates have. been making an 
obvious effort to determine if there 
was an informant in this matter and, 
if so, to identify him. 3 , 
REM Sea. 2—.— 
8 2 % „ 
12 5 ch e- / K . . 
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917 


Investigation of the conspiracy 


is bein aggressively pursued. 
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UNITED STATES . ERNMENT 


Memorandum 


pate: March 29, 1998 — 


ial ä 1 - Mr. Rosen 
— TK 1-Mr. Malley <)> 
zun r EUGENE O ü 


1 Mr. McGowan 
: ZO, ET AL. - VICTIMS 1 - Mr, Hines 
CIVIL RIGHTS - BLEL TIN LAWS . 


“At 6:15 p.m. on 3/26/65, ASAC Jensen was telephonically 
advised that no comments or amplifications were to be made 
regarding instant case as the President had made a statement and 
there were to be no additions or changes. 


At 6:33 p. m., SA Robert Frye of the Selma Resident 
Agency was advised of the same information. He was also instructed 
to insure that the Resident Agency at Montgomery, Alabama, as well 
as the office at Mobile and all Agents were alerted that there were to 
be no comments or amplifications made regarding any statements on 
2 case. 
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“SU & NEPAATMERT OF fistice 
COMM INICATIONS” 9 n 


0 SAC MOBILE (44-1245) ö . AERO 1965 Me 
0 DIRECTO rer (44-28601) or 1 . by 
29 100 DMAS, ur Abs uns. a e ETAL DASH) n 
Mcriss. CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS. 
__ DEPARTMENT PRESENTLY HAS UNDER CONSIDERATION WHAT ACTION 
AT VILL TAKE WITH REFERENCE 10 POSSIBLE STATE PROSECUTION IN 
* wars MATTER AND 3 15 EXPECTED THAT A DECISION WILL BE MADE AT 
ata EARLY DATE, IM THE EVENT DEPARTUENT AGREES TO FURNISH 
‘RESULTS OF OUR INVESTIGATION IN THIS MATTER TO THE STATE FOR 
5 INITIATION OF STATE MURDER PROSECUTION, WE MUST BE PREPARED 
5 . bar 0 FURNISH PERTINENT RESULTS TO THE STATE WITHOUT 


* Ree. og N- WM 77 


a phe — a Ir uron axceiPt REVIEW ALL REPORTS SUBMITTED 21 
= “m5 MATTER, “TAKE OUT THOSE EXaizdus Bearina DIRECTLY UPON A 
| © <.. [ens3m MURDER PROSECUTION AND WHICH WOULD SUPPORT SUCH A 
PROSECUTION AND COMBINE THEM INTO A: SINGLE OVER-ALL MEMORANDUM 
PROPERLY LABELED WITH TABLE S¥ CONTENTS AND INDEX SUITABLE FUR 


AUTHORITIES. 3 N * 
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ä W 9 9 8 21 — 92 * 2 * g >. 
„2 ee ee ee he ee eee 2229244 * 
4 * > be — 5 * 6 4 1 „ 
2 — b “af 2 * °° „. ¢ 7 * * 
’ 2 


4 r 2 7. er 0 : * 
552 W 


5 . — 


‘TELETYPE TO SAC, MOBILE 
e - -~ , RBs EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. 
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3 LABORA REPOR 
st AD TORY f AS THEY ARE SET FORTH IN THE REPOR 
Wee tee 


oes | a EXTRANEOUS INFORMATION SUCH AS NEGATIVE INVESTIGATIO 


9 
2 * 
8 


"AND INVESTIGATION RE KLAN ACTIVITIES NOT PERTINENT W 
Sy. MURDER CHARGE ITSELF WOULD BE EXCLUDED. A PROPERTY STATEMENT 
oe WILL BE INCLUDED AT THE END OF THE MEMORANDUM STATING THAT 
_, THE INFORMATION IS FURNISHED SOLELY FOR THE OFFICIAL USE OF 
THE PERSON OR AUTHORITY TO WHOM IT WILL BE FURNISHED FOR THE 
: _ PROSECUTION OF THE NAMED SUBJECTS IN @NNECTION WITH THE MURDER 
or MRS, VIOLA LIUZZO. THIS WILL BE FOLLOWED BY THE NORMAL 
" STATEMENT THAT THE DOCUMENTS CONTAIN NEITHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
/ WOR CONCLUSIONS OF THE FBI, IT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE FBI 
um IS BEING LOANED TO YOU. ITS CONTENTS ARE NOT TO BE 
DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE YOUR OFFICE. THIS MEMORANDUM MUST BE 
PREPARED IMMEDIATELY WITHOUT DELAY, AND A COPY FURNISHED 0 
THE BUREAU FOR REVIEW BEFORE ANY DISSEMINATION IS MADE. 


or: In anticipation of a request that we furnish results of 
22 investigation to the state for prosecution of subjects for 
n pyrder of Mrs. Liuzzo which is a more serious charge than the 
Federal charge, the above instructions are being issued. The 
_dinstructions for the preparation of the memorandum fir dissemination 
to the state above are in accordance with those previously 
issued in the Lemuel M. Penn case where we furnished results of 
our investigation to the State of Georgia under similar 


a circumstances. 
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Co eres: of. sa JOSEPH R. CONNORS dated 
“Sore, at Mobile, 3 


— Enclosed for Bureau is thirty four 

| 1 of Man Motorcade on 3/21/65, Montgomery, 

Alabama. One set of the above photographs are being 
sent to Atlanta and Birmingham. Departmental Attorneys 
2 Montgomery, Alabama, have ‘been furnished one set of 
Bert — cs : 
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: Birmingham ‘and Atlanta display enclosed 
photographs to appropriate informants to obtain 


-identification of as many Klansmen or automobiles 
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SORES “a on 8/26/65 und 2/17/86, GAM, 1. Villiens, 

% i Laboratory, conducted 4 625115 exenination of a Light 
he „ Blue 1963 Oldsmobile Dynamic 88, 2-Goor Holiday Sedan, 
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VIOLA LUIZZO, aka Mrs. Anthony 1. 


Place and date of of fense 
Alabama 
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“SAC, MOBILE (SEIMA) (44-1245) 


Enclosed herewith for Bureau' s file are four copies of 
indictment which vas returned in the captioned matter by U. 8. Grand 


Jury at Montgomery,Alabama, April 6, 1965. 
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corr o INDICTUENT, which was returned on April 6, 1965, by 


5 Federal arene ee in ä Alabana, 


| “as 3 241) 


n pisTRIct 
‘THE UNITED STATES FOR 1 
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF ALABAMA, 
eet a - EASTERN DIVISION 
; UNITED STATES or nic 1 ashe 
4 a ini ame v. oe 
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, 
COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR., 


- -BUGENE THOMAS .. 


“s 


oe The Grand Jury charges: a 
. n 


2 2. 
„ 


_ Commencing on or about March 1, 1965, and continuing to on or 


about March 26, 1965, WILLIAM ‘ORVILLE EATON, COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, 
., and EUGENE THOMAS, within the Middle District of Alabama, 


525 — conspired together with each other and with other persons to the 


‘Grand Jury unknown to injure, oppress, threaten, and intimidate 
citizens of the United States in the vicinity of Selma and 
Montgomery, Alabama, in the free exercise and enjoyment of certain 
‘rights and privileges secured to them by the Constitution and 
lave of the United States, and ‘because of their having exercised 


such veges as e | 
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a The right to ’ publiely protest unlawful ‘doprivat 3 


*. . of the right of Negro citizens of Alabama to re ister 


- 
e¢ 
38 


2 , to vote and to vote ‘for candidates for federal ottice. 
a, The right to encourage and assist Negro citizens of 
“Alabama in the exercise of their right to register to 
“4 i vote and to vote tor candidates for federal office. 
(35 The right to peaceably assemble, publicly protest, 
5 and petition the Governor of the State of Alabama 
for redress of grievances on behalf of Negro citizens 
he of Ae, free from arbitrary * ~ the 
State of AIabana. 3 
The right to participate in a march from Selma to 
_Mositgonery, Alabama, to present a petition to the 
* Governor of Alabama in Montgomery, and to ‘participate 
in the carrying out of a proposed plan for such narch 
pursuant to an order entered on March 17 1965, by ? 
the United States District Court for the Middle Dieren 
of Alabama, in the case of WILLIAMS v. WALLACE, Civil 
Action #2181-N.. | | 
The right to travel to and from the State of Alabama 


and to use interstate highways and other inst runen- 


talities of interstate commerce in and through Alabama. 


‘ — —— - * 4 5 — 
jag — * e * 
„ „ a 33 5 oi 42 5 
* 9 4 „ 


oo wf 4 * 9 
Me „ 0 


. — 89 as — 1 Pe oe . 
Ne 


ms 44 oe 1 3 dicnens: 
a. See rem ee 8 wets 
~~. OF m Rs „ — 5 5 
0 4 : ’ 4 e 2 ree ft 
met vo. pate! 2. . 2 


. ö 155 : * 
* 5 rs ; val ee 


It 1 was a pert of the plan » and’ ‘purpose of the canspiracy th T 


Ag og 
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2 22 2 defendants would harass, threaten, pursue and assault 


citizens of the United States in the area of Selma and 
Montgomery, Alabama, who were al ai aaa or had part ici 


: pated in ö or. who were. lending or had lent their. support to a 
a 


* 


5 _ denonstration march fron Selma. to Montgomery, Alabama, pursuant 


to the plan, referred to above, that was approved by the order 
of the United States a Court for the Middle District of 
Alabama on March 17, 1965. 


1 violation of Section 241 2 Title 18, * States Code. 
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ban BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
_ WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Birmingham (44-1236) be, April 28, 1985 


2. VIOLA LIUZZO, aka; : ; 2 Johan Edgar Hoover, Director 2 
et al.» VICTIMS; 
CR H. 


as 1 THOMAS; iis | Aree / 


rat rigor \ip4-28602" cl lea! 


8 8 by: Birminghan 


Examination requested: Firearus 
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Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report) 
tle . (41248) Enclosure (Lab report) 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


i | 35 8 *. 8 
See CF OCIRECTOR . Lu. tee 


„„ ~  PRORRAL BURRAY OF INVESTIGATION . MOM 
; .. UMITEO STATES CEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE MR, Of . 
e . CASPER üö⸗ ? 


April 7, 1968 2 SCH 
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The following anonymous letter was = 14e 
sent to the Director from Paced 17 — 
_ Kentucky: : : — 


2 1 


Mr. Hoover: 55 ees . TROTTER 


—— 
8 12 JONES 


— | 
SSL a. ROOM 


Has it ever occurred to you 1 that the 13338 
Negro who was riding with Mrs ------ arcade 
might have shot her to make it look —s ass eanoy —__ 
bad for the white folks of Alabama | 
" Governer Wallace’? looks like you 
* could see the way it turned out he 
guided the steering wheel and come 
cout O. K hisself. I cant say no more 
| Cause to Many of the Negroes know to 5 
much. 
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EW E. 


one of the Marchers" 
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ITED STATES wu | .SMENT . 


Meme randum 


TO Me DeLoach | ie DATE: 4-7-65 
FROM E * A. 


SUBJECT: FULTON LZWIs, JR. 
RADIO PROGRAM 
WEDNESDAY, 4-7-65 


Mr. Lewis, in his radio program at 7 p. m., today, on 
or- egg mentioned the FBI in connection with the killing of 
Mrs. Vio uzzo by members of the Ku Klux Klan, Although he did 
not come rigat out cf say so, he inferred in his statements tnat the 


possibility existed that one of the individuals in the car conta: ing the 
Klansmen was possibly an infor mant of the FBI. Eis basis ior making 
such a statement was the "quickness" in which the FBI made the arrests 
in this case. Ha further noted that if the FBI did have an informant in 
ih this automobile, he raised the question of whether that person should 
‘Shave had at least the moral obligation to prevent this killing. Lewis 
vent on to say that the situation might have been such that it was 
“impos: wle for such an individual to prevent the killing. 


REC OMMENDATION: 
For information. 
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VUerræn STATES C. ERNMENT. mete 


— . . ee 
Alemorandum 


DATE: ates 


1 ~ Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 es Mr. Belmont 


sumrer: “EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL.; | 1 -Mr. Rosen 


v 


MRS. VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL. - VICTIMS 1 - Mr. Malley 
CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS 1 - Mr. McGowan 


50 SAC Ingram, Birmingham, furnished the following informat{d: 
_ Which has been obtained from a quick review of the indictment: 4 72 


3 The substance of the indictment is as follows: The indictment | 
charges violation of Title 18, Section 241, USC. Those named in the indict- 
ment are Eugene Thomas, William Orville Eaton and Collie Leroy Wilkins, Jr. 
It is a one-count indictment which charges generally that beginning March 1 
and continuing to on or about March 26, 1965, the three named individuals 
within the Middle District of Alabama, "conspired together and with others & 
unknown to injure, oppress, threaten and intimidate citizens of the Unitec“, 
States in the vicinity of Selma and Montgomery, Alabama, in the free exercise 
and enjoyment of rights and proyisions secured to them by the Constitution / 


and laws of the United States. 


The five rights denied are listed as: 


(I) The right to publicly protest the unlawful deprivation of the rights of 


_ Negroes to vote; 


ao : l. e right to encourage Negro citizens to register and vote; 


(3) The right of peaceful assembly; 


: (4) The right to engage in the protest march from Selma to rey: Ala. 


(5) The — to travel on inters highways. 
Tue indictment al ig on #8. 7 1 29 1 98 


of the conspiracy to harass, threaten, pursue and assault ¢ cite who had 
* in the march from Selma to Montgomery." 


a rer 15 865 4% 
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‘Memo to Mr. e trom A. Rosen 

2 * Thomas, et al : 

* . “The indictment does not mention the killing of Mrs. Liuzzo 
near 8 Alabama, and does not mention the name of Mrs. Liuzzo. 
The indictment does not mention the name of Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr. who 
was originally arrested with the other three subjects. 


No witnesses are listed in connection with the indictment. 
The warrant based on the indictment indicates that bail is to be fixed at 


* 000 each. 
Auy additional informat ion obtained will be furnished to you. 
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Mr. Tavel 
The President of the United States | Mr. Trotter 


. Tele. Room. 
The White House Ii 
_ Washington, D.C. yf | Mise — 


Mr. President, 


I am a Senior in high school. And I am studing 
American Government. In class, we learned that 
the F.B.I. does not have the power or the right 


728 arrest a nan for murder, but can only come into 


| the picture he crosses a state line, or if a Federal, 


9981 9 udy oO 


law has been broken. Yet, in Alabama, the F.B.I. 
has arrested four men for murder. Why are you 


—u— — i then to make illegal arrests? Do two 
| 


Rep: 
| government honest. The local government is corrupt 


enough for both. 
* 2——— — 
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wrongs make a right? Please sir, keep our Federal 


Sincerely, 
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ee, a ‘Your letter to the President was referred to this 
5 " Burean on April 6, 1965. 


8 - ith respect to your inquiry, the murder of 
"Mrs. Viola zo was a state violation. However, those 1 
_ -¥esponsible for this crime also violated her civil rights, which ? 
 - Violation falls within the jurisdiction of the FBI. Therefore, I. 
trust you will understand our investigative interest in this casm 
S 


In connection with these matters, I am encloding 


S 
No 
oe 8 
a @ copy of the remarks made by Senator Thomas J. Dodd on be <> 
Floor of the Senate on February 25, 1965, along with other Hater; al 
which I trust will be of assistance to you in learning of the was" 
nature of the FBI's role in civil rights matters. 


, | | Sincerely yours, 
— ä J, Edgar Hoot 
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Remarks made by Senator Dodd on Floor of Senate, 2-25-65 
Our Heritage of Greatness, 12-12-64 
7 Ro your. „ FBI 


LEB Introduction, 2-65 
U. 8. News & World Report, 12-21-64 


~— oe — 


— — m — 0 ae - 


— 19 


<< 1 29 
. * l 222 e *. 2 an of. Der 


> 


5 ol, : 

Ole, Belen 5. 

Ar. 5 

2 r. Daf i 

“te, G 

Ii. (. . — 

5 5 ſrrud . 

115 F | 7 124 

2 61 WASH DC. 18 | | 4 ———— 
‘ ee 2 Se & a : 
1 


ei srrycHan 


315 CST URGENT 4712765 WEP 


DIRECTOR ¢44-23601) 
FROM BIRMINGHAM (44-1236) 
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" REBUTEL APRIL TWELVEs SIXTYFIVE. 


EXPLANATIONS IN INSTANT MATTER NOT YET RECEIVED FRo?: . 
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QF SAME RECOMMENDATIONS WILL GE MADE BY THE BIRMINGHAM DIVISTY, 
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777 ii einrttintnnmen ck: 

.GENERAL u. N ihül DIVISION © N 43533 Be: 
Case involves shootin, 1 Mra, Vicia . 3°24 She Fae 2 Sige 
Liuzzo in Lowndes County, Alabama, nig tee « ee Boake ae, — 
of 3-25-65, Four subjects arrested, one of oh es’. fs 3 — : 3 
whom is Bureau informant who gave data re * — care — Le oe 
shooting. One-count indictment returned N semen * e 9. — 
which charges that generally 3 persons 7 
Eugene Thomas, WilliamOrville Eaton, 
and Collie Leroy Wilkins, Jr.) beginning 
3-1-65, and continuing on or about 3-26-65, 
conspired together and with others unknown 1 
to injure, oppress, threaten and intimidate — ae 
citizens of the U. S, in the vicinity of Selma. . 2% 
and Montgomery, Alabama, in the free D 6 * 
exercise and enjoyment of rights and ee „ aa 8 9 8 2 25 — 9 4 
provisions secured to them by the Consti- . EEN 4 

tution and laws of U. S.; that it was part of E , ... eS 

plan and purpose of conspiracy to harass, sates) =i ae Se ae ee 
threaten, pursue and assault citizens who 

bad participated in march from Selma to F.. W — 

Montgomery. Indictment does not mention = 8 bike aot —— e 

_ Killing of Mrs, Liuzzo, nor-doég it mention; 7: — — 

t. her name or tae informqnt's. f 
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229. | Mr. Calial. a 
3-29-65 Mr. ae N 


‘(Type ia pleia text or code) 


TOs | DIRECTOR, FBI 
ATTENTION: Crime . Division 


y } asa 3 
FROM pHi SAC, BIRMINGHAM’ (44=-12363" 


EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL. 
VIOLAGAUZZ0,.aka = VICTIM; 


LEROY JEROMESMOTON = VICTIM. , | 
CIVIL RIGHTS „ ELECTION LAWS. ff 1 
g i & . i Pe of). * 


Enelosed are two“copies < 81 an article which ais) 
| 10 “The Birmingham News" on March 28, 1965, quoting ROBERT 9 - 


| . SHELTON, Imperial Wizard of the United Klans of America, KKK, 
2 MATT | Klan lawyer. In this article these 
} individuals ‘have claimed that the FBI was attempting to frame 


8 SHELTON, and that promises had been made to subject 

GARY. THOMAS ROWE, Jr., and that ROWE had been unduly detained 
before being permitted to see his attorney. It should be noted 
that all of these allegations by SHELTON and MURPHY have been 
made to news media and not to the Birmingham Office of the FBI. 
In response to inquiries from news media regarding these 
allegations, I have answered all with a "no comment" reply, as 
is —* out in the article itself. 


fe 


It is interesting to note that MURPHY, according to the 
ticle: ‘admits that he is a Klan member, Experience has shown 
that both of these individuals will stoop to any tactics to 
try to embarrass and humiliate the FBI, as well as to jeopardize 
* case. | 


a Any future accusations of these individuals or other 
Klan officials to the press will continue to be answered 
no comment," as has been done in the past. 
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is not guilty, Shelton 


i that the ‘= ae. 


ing was an act of cowardice,” 


: , saying “T don't know the condi. 
1 pent | 
leclared angrily Saturday, hint- | ° , | 
vm that ie death of Mr.” Viols ds PAE tas tances “enna (indicate page, aame of 
regt ed” that the four men arrested es 
e e have been — 3 way connected with 
Sheltoe, sppearing ia Bir- Detroit.” * — 
ningham for an announced press] wats u: Murphy Jr., the 
-nference, also accused thé! Klas lawyer whe alse attend. 
“RU of trying to frame him in 4 the press conference, sald 


: bri of f | 
teat 888 cheats were vielated el BIRMINGIIAM, ALA, 


vinlating her civil rights. man. He complained that Gary 
. Tommy Rewe . one ef the 


another nae U they would say four men arrested, was detained 
he den 


te Montgomery. several hours bcfore he wes 
Shelton refused te identify the| allowed to sce him and that 


‘Rowe was offered 300 acres of 
four as Klansmes, though be Ing in Minnesota for a tate 


said hies = organization bad ment about the shooting and 

‘made the arrangements” for cooperation with Federal off 
weir release and its lawyer cers. 

would defend thems. Everett Ingram. special agent 

in charge of the Birmingham 

— RESPONSE to 2 one FBI office. later said he had no 

allegations of 


| | Dates 3~-28-6 5 
5 5 Edition: 
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1 office, 7133 
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| ‘ e do BY Johan Edgar Hoover, Directce 
ny, iuzzo, N . 
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Mobile and Birmingham PC-85455 EX 

PC-85501 EX BY 


Ezeminatioa requested by: 


| 3 | | . see below 
. ae tine? reat 


R= 1 1965 2 
‘he ito 
; . ..,4 Specimens Ql through Q17 and Kl were collected in 
Ca Pe Alabama, on 3-26-65 and 3-27-65, and personally delivered 
to the _ “Laboratory by Special Agent I. z. wallians, .¢ on 3-28-65. 


: % Specimens Q18 through Q52 and EZ through 155 were 
trananitted to the Bureau by Birmingham airtel dated 327-68. 


: et 


2 „ % Specimens Q53 throu gh Q61 were transnit ted to the 
en by Mobile airtel dated 3-29-65, 


„ 8% also partial FBI Laboratory report dated 1 
and Butels 3-29-65 and 3-31-65, setting forth results of Laboratory 
c in this Case. 


> This report together with the Laboratory report of 3-29-65 
sets forth the results of all examinations conducted with respect to 
ithe gabmitted’ 8 and confirus the information set forth 4 
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FBI BIRNGHAM 
11:40AM CST URGENT 4/14/65 WEP 
ro DIR OR (44-28601) 
FROM BIRMINGHAR (44-1236) (P) 
EUGENE THOMAS, ET al; VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA, ETAL. = VICTIMS 
ee 


AK Burg. mis DATE. 


Mr. Bohr... 
Mr. D:Urach..... 
Mr. Cer "Po P .— 
Mr. Callahan. 
Mr. Conrad... 
Mé Gale__._.__. 
1 
Me. Sullivan. 


Mr. 3 : 
Mr. Trotter... 


Tele. Roo 


Mies Holmes. 
Miss Gandy 


REQUESTED INFORMATION SUBMITTED BY AIRTEL BIRMINGHAM DIVISION 


AMSD ON EVENING OF APRIL THIRTEEN, PAST. 


J 


Fee,. 
K 


* — 0 
eee ‘ 


> ae 


A ab ay vp e * — e 


‘ * 9 9 / 4 * . . 7 * 1 ® . 5 5 : 8 * 
*% . — 2 n 8 a . : —— of — — ahah — — —— — 6 _— — — — . — ete» 68 — —— — 2 te mmo 


— 5 * r en ied e 


* 


ad ‘ars 2 5 2 
, .? 
2 N * ee * 
5 ise ve: — tee ee 

* ¢. 2 4 

95 * — a . — 5 


0 BIRMINGHAM (44-1236) 
FROM DIRECTOR Fal (44-28601) 
-. BUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA., ET AL 
vas VICTIMS, CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS. 
--° REURTEL DATED APRIL TWELVE, SIXTYFIVE. 
EXPLANATIONS IN THIS MATTER ALONG WITH YOUR 


— — Wu 7 ase & 
ee 


„ RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION MUST BE 
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EUGENE moms, rr ali VIOLA L1uzzo, AKAs, ET AL 
" DASH VICTIMS, CIVIL RIGHTSs ELECTION LavS. 
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REURTEL MED APRIL TWELVE, SIXTYFIVE. 

EXPLANATIONS IN THIS MATTER ALONG WITH YOUR 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION MUST BE. 
SUBMITTED BY YOUR | OFFICE TODAY WITHOUT FAIL. 
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i Enclosed is a copy of the indictment and warrant 
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TE sies MARSHAL 
NTGOMERY. ALABAMA 


No. 11,736-N 


To’ any United States Marshal or any other authorized officer 


You are hereby commanded to arrest Eugene Thomas and bring h im 
forthwith before the United States District Court forthe Middle Districtof Alabama 


in the cityof Montgomery to annwer to an Indictment charging h im with 
conspiring to injure, oppress, threaten, or intimidate any citizen in 
the free exercise or e 
by the Constitution or laws of the United States, or because of his 
having so exercised the same as set out in the attached Certified copy 
of the indictment. 


in violation of Section 241, Title 18, U.S.C. 


oyment of any right or privilege secured to a 
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—— on or event March 3. 1555 end cxtimizg 
ren 26, 2965, mm ern EATOS, COLLIE LEROY MILKING, A., ent 
N TELS, within the Nane District er Altera, conspired together, — 
with each other ani with other persons to the Grand Jury e, to 
$njore, orprees, threaten rd intinidete citicens of the United States fn 
, he vicinity of un ani etc, An in the fros exercise ant 
eder, of cortein rights and privilesss eccuret to then by the 
Crastitation end lers of the Usites States, ant becease of their knving 
exercised such rights a6 Sollovss a : 3 


(2) the rien to publicity protest unlesfel deprivation of the 
ef Ferre eitizozs of Uebe to register to vote and to vote 
for cendifates for federal eres. 5 i 
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(2) The right te encourage and ocaict Cerro eltixzens of Alabons 
‘dn un e of their ra to register te vote ani tewte = 
fur tastes for Nen oro. 
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; Fon Fake Vepbiide <0 Wels we pn i ne « gle 
So pate: April 8, 1965 : 


9 4 1 rest Mr. Malley ; 
35 5 1 Mr. McGowan 
suyecr: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL.; 
MRS. VIOLA*LIUZZO, ET AL. - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS 


I checked with Inspector Sullivan with reference to the 
I | personnel on special assignment at Selma. He advised me that 
he presently has nine men which he can release inasmuch as all 
investigation which he has instituted has been completed. 


At the present time we have a number of cases which | / | 
are pending in the Department for consideration as to the action/ 3 
the Department intends to take. For example, in the Liuzzo case : 
the Department will probably be talking to the State's Attorney in 
the next day or so. Consequently, Sullivan should be available in 
the event he is needed in connection with the turning over of the 
evidence to state authorities. There are other matters which have 
been pending such as the march, assault on Reverend Reeb, etc. 
Any of these matters could require his presence there in the event 
the Department intends to proceed. Consequently, we feel he should 
be kept there for the time being. We will watch this on a daily basis 
so that any changes can readily be brought to the Director's attention. 


3 If approved, we will release the nine Agents on special 
assignment starting tomorrow. (Friday, April 9, 1965). 
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SUNECT: EUGENE 3 ET AL.; 

0 MRS. VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL. 
= VICTIMS 
— CIVIL RIGHTS; . LAWS 


mszpecter Sullivan at Montgomery, Alabama, advised 
at 5:00 p. m. that the Grand Jury had not yet made a return in 
this case. According to Inspector Sullivan, the Grad Jury finished 
hearing witnesses today. Grand jurors took the matter under 
deliberation at 3:00 p.m. Washington time. 


'« Suillivan advised he had received information that the 
jurors were as of 5:00 p.m., preparing their report which would 
be given to the court, 


- ACTION: 
— gullivan is closely talking ian mation tnd Wilt ebvibe 
the Bureau of action taken by the Grand Jury. 
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TO SAC BIRMINGHAM (44-1236) 
FROM — FBI (44328601) om 2 
_ ‘EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; VIOLA Lz zo, AKA, ETAL, DASH - 
VICTIMS, CR. EL, re a : 

REBUTEL APRIL THIRTEEN, SIXTYFIVE, - 

BUREAU IS NOT IN RECEIPT OF EXPLANATIONS AND YOUR 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION IN THIS MATTER. 
ADVISE WHEN MATERIAL SENT AND METHOD OF TRANSMITTAL. 

BY RETURN TEL, „ 
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NOTE: Butel of 4/13/65 instructed Birmingham to submit material 
on 4/13/65 without fail, 
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1214p URGENT 4-14-65 RPP 

TO BIRMINGHAM (44-1256) 
FROM DIRECTOR (44-2860!) IP 


EUGENE THOMAS, ET 11 VIOLA L1U2z0, AKA, ‘ET AL.. DASH 
VICTIMS. CR. EL. 


REBUTEL APRIL THIRTEEN, SIXTYFIVE. 
BUREAU IS NOT IN RECEIPT OF EXPLANATIONS AND YOUR 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION IN THIS MATTER. 
ADVISE WHEN MATERIAL SENT AND METHOD OF TRANSMITTAL 
BE RETURN TEL. 
END : 
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Reference: Letter 4/8/63 
3 requested: 8 7 Microscopic 


ye aaa 


Ezaminaction requested dy 


Remarks: 


ORIGINAL FILED IN 


, The instant tons of evidence wore gudaitted under the 
caption “Bugene Thomas; of al., Viola Grecg Liuzzo, aka; Loroy 
Jerone Moton - Victine; C8 =~ EL"; however, sinco trese- itens 
were eubsitted for comparison vita the materiaisio the GREENDGUSS 
case the attached Laboratory t carries the "CREENDOUDS” caption 
and the suimitted itens are listed as pee inens 07d throug’ 88 in 
order to maintain continul ty is tne spocines iseting in tue 
ans DDS caso. 


— — — Spee Q76 through Q65 are being returned to eed office 
under 8 cover by registered nail. 


Enclogures (3) (2 Lad report) 
1 @ Disutnghas (44-1336) Bn Enclosure (Lab report) 
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Specimens N 7 


Ari mand 
Soor iver 
Fellow rug, 5° 2 33° 
Tei ies rug, 3° 2 29° 
Rell of Tick electrical tape 
Roll of brown Arno tape 
Pair of pliera-cutters 
Pair of pliers 
Pair of work gioves | 
Pisk bianket 


Results of exanination: 


0 eignaficant foreign painte or other dcposits were 
found on specivoas Q76, Q77, Q78, 79, 82, 83, QU4 or QOS meh 
could de esscoiated with the sedium green ename l and rod-brown 


wax deposits on the GREENBCHB boxes proviously submitted in this 
Cassese 


No soi suitable for conyarison purposes was found ia 


te ders Irom Qiu, Q79 and Q65. Ko pine secdics vere found on 
thease speciaeas, 


7 Tae black plastic electricinn’s tape, specimen Q80 is 
* wide and is tberefore different from tho 3/4" wide black plastic 
electrician’s tape used on the eight unexploded bouts. 


Wo tapes vere found os the eligzbt unexploded bonbs dien 
were comparable to the 414" wide trown plastic~-coatod slots back 
eadnesive tape, 081. 
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SAC, Mobile 
_., Uhirector, ¥BI 


BUG enous, ET AL; 
VIOLA/LIUZZ0, AKA, ET AL = VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS - LECTION LAWS 


To confirm Bureau call to Mr. Sullivan 4/15/65, 
the Department has advised after review of material from 
reports as submitted for consideration for use by the state 
in their prosecution of this matter that they did not desire 
material from the report of SA Joseph E. Connors dated 4/1/65 
at.! Mobile and the three Detroit reports of SA Coller dated 
3/31/65, 4/1/65 and 4/2/65 be furnished to the state. 
NRepartment requested that. the folowing material be furnished: 
report of SA Joseph E. Connors, Mobile, dated 3/30/65, Pages 
4 and &, Pages 26 through 65, Pages 67 through 119 and Pages 
121 through 155; report of ASAC Robert Jensen, Birminghan, 
dated 3/30/65, Pages 4 through 77. 


It is requested that this material be furnished to 
Departmental Attorney James Turner for delivery to Circuit 
Solicitor Arthur Gamble at Greenville, Alabama. Mr. Gamble 
will prepare a letter to the Department requesting that the 
information be made available for the state prosccution for 
murder. The material furnished to Gamble should be enclosed 
with an appropriate cover letter indicating it is being 
furnished in response to Gamble's request of tho Department 
of Justice that we furnish results of our investigation in 
this matter for his use in the state's prosecution. 


JWH/ras ss. 
(4) aa | 
See memo Rosen to Belmont, 4/15/65, same e Above 
request was made by Mr. St. heap Barrett of the: Ch 
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: April 14, 1965 
.. d-Mr, Conrad 
l = Mr. Rosen 
og op ee alii a  L-Mr. Malley — 
1 79 1 = Mr. McGowan 
SunECT:- EUGENE THO „ ET AL; 1-Mr. Hines 
| ee 220, ET Ab « VICTIMS I Mr. „ 


At 7:14 p. m. ‘ 4-14-65, Departmental Anse St. John 
Barrett advised Extra-Duty Supervisor T. W. Leavitt that he had talked 
with Circuit Solicitor Arthur Gamble who had requested the Department 
furnish such portions of investigative reports that would bear on state 
prosecution for murder. He stated that Gamble requested that he be 

furnished the reports tomorrow, 4-15-65, at Greenville, Alabama. 

St. John Barrett advised that the Department would like him to have 
these reports on 4-15-65. He stated that Gamble will prepare a letter 
to the Department requesting that the information be made available 
for state prosecution for murder and that the letter will be given to 
the Agent who furnishes him the reports. 


Barrett advised he had reviewed material furnished by the 
Bureau and stated that Mobile report of 4-1-65, and three Detroit reports 
will all be omitted and not used. He stated he agreed that the following 
information set forth in Mobile report dated 3-30-65, should be included 
in data furnished Gamble: Pages 4 and 5, pages 26 through 65, pages 
67 through 119, and pages 121 through 155. He further advised that in 
Birmingham report dated 3-30-65, of ASAC . pages 4 * 77 
should be furnished, -—~—~—-..—-———..-.. —... .-..- 


Barrett stated that in addition to Agents alre sted to 
appear before the grand jury, that the presence of SA is 
also desired. He related that Gamble will contact Inspector Sullivan 
for the purpose of interviewing Agents. He stated that Gamble also 
desired to talk with SA Marion Williams of the FBI Laboratory before 
the grand jury session and that the only time he, Gamble, will be free 
will be Sunday afternoon or evening, 4-18-65. He requested that 
Departmental Attorney James Turner be advised as t 3 * 
arrangements are made concerning ah, a 4 7 1 

Laboratory Divis ion, advised. 
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That Departmental Attorney Barrett's request be given 
appropriate consideration and necessary arrangements made to furnish 
Mr. Gamble with desired data. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 
om: sac, BIRMINGHAM (44-1236) -P- 
SUBJECT : EUGENE" THOMAS; ET AL; te - 1, O34 
VIOLA L1IUZZO, aka; ET AL state 85. 
- VICTIMS | Fy - 


CR - EL 


| Sect 
Remy tei to Bureau, 4/7/65, and urairtel to * 751 et A 
Birmingham, 4/9/65. 


Enclosed to the Bureau are eight (8) copies 222 a 
of letterhead memorandum captioned United Klans of 
America, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan (UKA). 


Enclosed to Mobile are two (2) copies of 
this letterhead memorandum. 


al 
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* UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA, INC. . 
. KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN (UKA) — 


„ Records of Wer tes Court of Fulton County, 
i ‘ Gisteter reflect that this Klan organization was granted 
In corporate charter on February 21, 1961, at Atianta, 
Georgia, under the name United Klans,: Knights of the Ku 
Klux Klan of America, Inc. 


: A source advised on February 27. 1961, that 
United Klans was formed as a result of a split in U. 8. 
Kians, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc. According to 
. the source, the split resulted from a leadership dispute 
and United Klans has the same aims and objectives as 
the parent group. These are the promotion of Americanisa, 
white supremacy and segregation of the races. 


The first source and a second source advised 
in July, 1961, that United Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan of America, Inc., merged with Alabama Knights, knights 
of the Ku Klux Klan. The merged organization established | 
headquarters in Suite 401, the Alston Building, Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama. (The organization is directed by ROBERT SHELTON, 
‘Imperial Wizard, and is the dominant Klan group in the 
South with units in several Southern States.) . 

Second source advised that at a meeting at 
Prattville, Alabama, on October 22, 1961, the U. 8. Klans, 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, merged with the United Klans 
of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Elan. 


; Third source advised on September 24, 1964, that 
the United Klans is currently an active organization, with 
Klaverns in several Southern states; that ROBERT H. SHELTON 
‘was re-elected Imperial Wizard on September 5, 1964, at 
a National Klonvocation in Birmingham, Alabama. The National 
; 1 remains in Suite 401, Alston Building, Tuscaloosa, 
abama. 
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| FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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n 10, 1965 


‘UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA, INC., 
5 OF THE KU KLUX KLAN 


Character RACIAL MATTERS 


Reference Letterhead mnemorandun 
dated and — as 
above 


All sources (except any listed below) whose 
identities are concealed in referenced communication fave 
furnished reliable information in the past. 


This document contains neither 
rec cmenda t 10on8 nor conclusions of the FBI. It 
4s the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
Jour agency; it and its contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency. 
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» Memorandum 


aa Assistant Attorney General 


ervn. RIGHTS DIVISION 
FROM : Director, FBI 
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3 EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL 
- WIOLA LIUZZO, AKA; ET 
- VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


AL 


; Reference is made to memorandum dated 
(your file J. 


There is enclosed one copy of W nnd 


N a_jotterhead memorandum datei 404 
at Birmingham ‘ 


A. This covers the preliminary investigation and 
no further action concerning a full investigation will be taken 
by this Bureau unless the Department 80 directs. 


B. UU Te investigation is continuing and you will 
de furnished copies of reports as they are received. 


Cc. U The investigation requested by you has now 
been completed. Unless advised to the contrary no further in- 
quiries will be made by this Bureau. 


D. r Pursuant to instructions issued by the Depart- 
ment, no investigation will be conducted in this matter unless 
specifically directed by the Department. 


E. [UI Please advise whether you desire any further in- 
vestigation, 


Fr. [xx] This is submitted for your information and you 
will be advised of further developments. 


Ga. D mis is submitted for your information and no 
further investigation will be conducted unless ien ree, 
quested by the Department. * 


9 — mis covers the receipt of a complaint and no 
further action d 11 * taken by this Bureau unless the Department 
so directs. ee —_ 


‘ Eno- NOTE: 33 have also been furnished to 888 of Arny 
Department of Navy, * er of Air Force, and the 3 
— Division of mopar taens of Ati. 
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(Type in plaintext or code) 


tro policemen was not for his ears, but that on the other hand 


DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAC, ALBUQUERQUE (100-0) _ 


is ‘ oa 
: - VIOLA GREGG L1UZZO-DECEASED 
RACIAL MATTERS; INTERNAL SECURITY-C 


He stated that he happened to be if 

he courthouse Or city hall when he overheard a conversation 
between two policemen. Ii said one of the policemen had a 
number of documents in his hand and he asked the other 
policeman if the name on them looked familiar. From the rest 
of the conversation, informant advises, it appears the 
documents concerned the arrest of a man named LIUZZO at Port 
Arthur, Texas, in 1949. LIUZZO, it seems, was arrested along 
with about 15 other whites and Negroes for distributing 
communist literature in the colored section of Port Arthur. 1 
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO is the Detroit, Michigan, housewife shot 
and killed at.Lowndesboro, Alabama, on March 25, 1965. | fj 
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Informant advised that the conversation between the A 


they seemed unconcerned as to who heard them. He stated that 
one of them said that this should be reported to the FBI and 
the other one said nnn like, "We'd better think that over.“ 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


beer Sirs: 


3 1 am writing to you to re- mwest infor- 
mation concerning the United Klans of Kaerſes, 


~-- Knights of the Ku Kiwe Mans. I n a sociolocy 


student and have chosen this toric for my thesis, 


I would greatly appreciate any infor- 
mation trat you could provide me with about 
the Klan, its members, its organ! zation, etc. 
I an particularly interested in the fou ren 


held resvonsibdl- for the nurd:r of Urs. S Livezo.Vicli oan 


Could you refer me to someone who vould 52 
able to provide facts about their life history, 
their schooling, their family background? 


Thank you for your heln and interest. : 


Ver truly vours 


16 APP 21 905 
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Apru 20, 1965 


en 61 
110. 1 


I have received your letter of April 14th. 


In regard to your inquiry, I would like to point out 
that information contained in our files must be maintained as 
confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department of 
Justice and is available for official use only. I am sure you will 
understand the reason for this policy. 3 


189 
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Enclosed is some material which I hope you will 
find of interest. You may wish to read The FBI Story" by Bon 
Whitehead which contains general background data regarding the 
organization you named and may be available at your local or 


school library. 
_ Sincerely yours, 


APR 2 0 1965 
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Mr. 15e. 
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Miss IIb 


FBI MOBILE | | (| Miss G8 
4-42 PM CST URGENT 4-16-65  JEB ; ; 
TO DIRECTOR AND BIRMINGHAM 
F wane (44-1245/ ir 


a 
EUGENE HOHAS » ET ALs VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL = VICTIMS. CR, EL. 


4, REBUTEL TODAY. | 

A, SA MARION WILLIAMS SHOULD ARRIVE MONTGOMERY, ALA., ON THE 
AFTERNOON OF APRIL NINETEEN, NEXT AND BE PREPARED TO TESTIFY. TO 

THE SAME EVIDENCE HE TESTIFIED TO PREVIOUSLY BEFORE THE FEDERAL 
GRAND JURY. 

BIRMINGHAM HAS ALREADY BEEN ADVISED THE AGENTS REQUIRED FOR | 

" APPEARANCE BEFORE THE GRAND JURY WILL ARRIVE ON APRIL TWENTY, NEXT |, 
AND THE CIRCULT SOLICITOR WILL INTERVIEW THESE AGENTS PRIOR TO J 
THEIR APPEARANCE BEFORE THE STATE GRAND JURY ON THAT DATE. 
END 
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10 SACS, MOBILE 
BIRMINGHAM 


FROM e FBI . 9 
EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL DASH VICTIMS; 


THE DEPARTMENT HAS ADVISED THAT PRESENCE OF SA MARION WILLIAMS 
. or THE LABORATORY, SAS LAWRENCE d. GEITINGS, pEDEARD U. 
14. J rE AR 6010 
NEIL v. SHANAHAN OF BIRMINGHAM pris öh An n SA 
DIVISION WILL BE REQUIRED FOR — PRIOR TO AND a _— 
“TESTIMONY BEFORE THE STATE GRAND JURY QN APRIL nae NEXT, UPON 
RECEIPT DETERMINE TUROUGH CONTACT WITH CIRCUIT SOLICITOR GAMBLE 
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3 TO 108111 ND BIRMINGHAM 
RE: EUGENE THOMAS, BT AL; 
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„ SPECIFICALLY WHEN THE darrrs- „Ae . NEEDED 1 
de 74. 8 . „ eee . we be 


THAT AGENTS* 1 J 18 Not UNNECESSARILY EXPENDED WAITING: ‘not 
70 DISCUSSIONS um PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS, WITH RESPECT 0 
1 REQUESTED PRESENCE OF SA WILLIAMS, PROMPTLY ADVISE THE 


05 BUREAU BY RETURN TEL THE EXACT TIME HIS PRESENCE 15 ABSOLUTELY . 
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at, ** 8 80 
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aes “REQUIRED AND THE ITEMS or EVIDENCE ‘HE WILL, BE ‘REQUIRED 10 BRING - 
> 2 1 f 
2 urn HIM 1 PRODUCE, : 1 raus IN ADDITION TO THOSE PRODUCED 


15 
” BEFORE THE YEDERAL GRAND JURY ARE DESIRED, SPELL OUT SPECIFICALLY 
2 WHAT ADDITIONAL ITEMS ARE NEEDED., _ADVISE BIRMINGHAM Or — oe. 
* a oo 
ee al TIME ™: PRESENCE Ss. AGENTS a THAT DIVISION ARE REQUIRED, 
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Vaumrer, EUGENE THOMAS, ET II. 17 Mr. McGowan 
‘VIOLA LIUZZO, ETAL. - VICTIMS 1 - Mr, Hines 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


| The Birmingham Office has advised that three subjects 
were arrested by the Jefferson County Sheriff's Office on first 
degree murder charges. These subjects are Eugene — 
William Orville Eaton and Collie LeRoy Wilkins, _. 


8 These individuals have been released on $10, 000 
bond each. The bond, in the nature of real and personal property, 
was put up by Matt Murphy, the attorney, and Robert Creel, the 
Alabama Grand Dragon of the United Mans of America. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT . 4 a - Mr. conrad 
| 1 = Office Room 7132 
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SURJECT: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL.; 
VIOLA GREGG Livzzo, AKA .; 
eng aren MOTON, VICTIMS; 


This case concerns the murder of Mrs. Liuzzo, 
a civil rights worker, near Selma, ows on the 
bebe of 3/25/65. 


- he facts in this case were presented to Lowndes | 
County Grand Jury at Hayneville, Alabama, on 4/20/65, and 
4/21/65. By previous arrangements perfected by Departmental 
Attorneys St. John Barrett and James Turner with Mr. Robert 
Flowers, Attorney General for the State of Alabama, and 
Mr. Arthur Gamble, Circuit Solicitor for Lowndes County, 
Alabama, several Agents of the Bureau including SA Marion 
E. Williams, FBI . appeared before the Grand Jury 2 
and gave testimony. e 


: At the time SA Williams departed from Montgomery, 
Alabama, the Grand Jury had not yet reported their findings 
in this case. 


ACTION: For information. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of ennie 
n D. C. 


By request of Councilman M. Morris Jack- 


son, I am enclosing herewith a certified copy 
of Resolution No. 866-65, adopted by the 


Council of the City of Cleveland, March 29, 


8 


5 () \ Very * yours, 
. a 13 


City Clerk 

Clerk ot Council 
M:0 
Encl. 


L. An 


:. © 


255 5 a is Adr 6, 1968 
or 2660 sf" 


Mina Mergedeg Coser 
Clerk of Council of the 
ci of Cleveland 
; Cleveland, » Ohio 


a went * Cotner: 


; ) I received year letter of March s0th, with 
n and want to thank you and, through you, the 
members of the Council for the Resolution approved on 
March 80, 1085, concerning our 2 ol the murder 
of Mrs, Viola — 


i Your generous semarks and expression of :: 
confidence mean a great deal to me and you may be assured 


oB2 a 
* 1 7 

t 

5.2 a 

1 . 
bg > 

* * 9 “ K 
. ‘ 4 fe 


20 FF. AVN 


Dru z 0. 


ROT - Melict 


EC. - 


a 


my associates join me in expressing appreciation. 


Sincerely yours, 


Sy we 
APR 6 = 1965 4, aga Hoover 
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NOTE: Miss Cotner was written in Oct., 1964, in connection with 


a Petition sponsored by Councilman Jackson concerni ra 
strife in Cleveland, — 
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GENERAL INVESTiGA;AVE DIVISION 


The case against Eugr Thomas, 
_William Orville Eaton and Collie LeRoy 
Wilkins, Jr., in connection with the 
murder of Mrs. rare Lome currently 

=) >a LO mc 3 County Grand 
8 in 
sen known to be sympathe e with 
Klan activities in Birmingham. Attorney 
Matt Murphy is a Klan attorney who | 
represents the three subjects, The Grand 
e 


. Ree Se 


ah 
7 


. * — 5 885 
ate *. 0 2598092 


EOS as 


* 
E 2 *. — 


Pgh 


— — 7s = — tae de 9 * 


* 


° oo ** 3 


as 
— 


— od * . 


e -- - 
— Se 
rr a 

* ——— . 
a — A " — 0. 22 — * 
9969 „ ~~, . St ee ae - »- 


Fs. . — “9: ~ ~ 


— 


9 em. N Sr. 


4 N N ; A E X -€ 1 
n — — . N „ .. “ET ag 
& . „„ e * 


122 2 A — 


e 
„ = 8 eee « "he * 
Jen U 


> xt 710 


2 8 —— 
‘ae, mm Be” a 


— 
: 
Gna N , 
"8 « 


1 


N 


—— an 


2 BAe 


* 


Da 


‘ ~ . 


— A oe. 


sy Re : 
A. 


22 —— 5 
1 4 


2. 


2 . D ‚ 
N. S Nr 
— 


f ane Oe 


— 


wort 
+ 2 


‘ 
1 


. 


— — . r 
* Vz — 


2 
——— W. 


3 pe 


-- wi 


aor on 
ae a 


*~ 


— he 4. f 


* 


OER COs 2 2 & pe —— — — 


n e 


ey *. 8 * we, 
Pie pears, 
72 9 


at 
. 5 2. hd 
9 “és . ay 


8 
ae 


a * N * , i 
. . N * 


— — 


2 


3 


1.5 N 


252 met er 


. age ® 
2 res 
2 — oe s 


* 
* 3 


ror — de 


a : 
2 989 —— -@<« 2. * — — — 
= 232 . * 922 ‘| — . — — . 
: + ‘ 


Br 9 Ge, jc 
11 BIRNGHAR 2 9 
3 N Pu CSTZURGENT pices 6 DLR 

0 W rcrof ub NeBILE 
FROM dien, Gla 1236) 


bE ¢ | Cred .,; 7 Leto 7 0 
blaue noms; ET AL . VIOLA Izzo, AKAs ET AL. CR EL. J S s 
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her ADVISED THAT HE HAD RECEIVED A MESSAGE AT HIS 
OFFICE, DURING HIS ABSENCE, REPORTEDLY FROM MATT MURPHY, IR., ATTORNEY, 
WHO 150 REPRESENTING THE THREE SUBJECTS, EUGENE THOMAS, WILLIAM 2 
EATON AND COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, . 10 THE MESSAGE vas as / | 


FOLLOWS, MURPHY SAID HE KNEW THE WHEREABOUTS OF THE THREE SYBJECTS | fo 
AND ‘WHEN THE GRAND JURY RETURNED AN# INDICTMENT, IF SUCH WERE DONE, Hy 
WOULD ur THOMAS, EATON AND WILKINS avAIL AE. 

MAP ADVISED THAT HE TELEPHONICALLY PASSED THIS INFORMATION ON TO 
| ALABAMA ATTORNEY GENERAL FLOWERS OFFICE AND HE IN TURN WAS INFORMED | 


THAT THEY DID NOT ANTICIPATE THE: GRAND JURY MEETING IN HAYNEVILLE TO 
RETURN. AN INDICTMENT TODAY, BUT WOULD PROBABLY DO SO TOMORROW 8 


_ SOMETIME. E 137 44 A Aho Pea Ao 
1 10 . K . iu er ApviseD te APR 23 5 ill 
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. April 21, 1935 — 
_’ GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 


This matter relates to murder of civil 
rights worker, Mrs. Viola Liuzzo, 
between Selma and Montgomery, Alabama, 
on 3/25/65. Rowe, a Bureau informant, 
was present along with three others 
during murder. Data supplied by Rowe 
zed to identity of other three subjects 
and circumstances surrounding Mrs. 
Liuzzo's death. — 


Case against Eugene Thomas and two 
other subjects being presented to 
State Grand Jury. Was Bron Konk. 9 
4/21/65 reports Rowe testified that he 


was FBI inrormart ¢ Irters were 


bry prevents m interylewing 
OW he field has been instructed to 
abet 


alt details of any Agents' encounter 
h press and determine how press 
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3 MS 0 oo a ea, ges E 
ruern "THOMAS, ‘ET ALS VIOL LIUZz0, ET AL DASH VICTIMS. ‘GR Si. . 
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mak E THOMAS ROVE APPEARED AS WITNESS BEFORE LOWNDES COUNTY 
GRAND JURY IN THE CAPTIONED MATTER BETVEEN TVO AND FOUR PR it 
INSTANT.» FOLLOWING HIS APPEARANCE-ARTHUR GEN T, CIRCUIT 
SOLICITOR, ADVISED ROVE MADE EXCELLENT WITNESS, THAT HE M 
NO OPPORTUNITY TO EVALUATE HIS IMPRESSION ON GRAND JURY AT THE 


TIME OF THE CONFERENCE, BUT FELT THAT SOME OF THE JURORS 2 ‘bata 


MIGHT ENTERTAIN SOME DOUBTS AS TO ROWE-S VERACYTY°IN SOM 

<_<. ny ue ee > Se B® OAPR 27 1965 
NONE OF THE BUREAU WITNESSES HAD PRECEDED ROVE IN —. 

GRAND JURY THEREFORE, THE DATA NECESSARY FOR CORROBORATION or 

‘WIS TESTIMONY HAD NOT BEEN PRESENTED ro THE GRAND JURY AT THE 

ct WE/S APPEARANCE. *#)') ih: | & „ 

eee BUREAU WITNESSES REMAIN TO TESTIFY, SA/S yet 

SHAMAHAN, EDVIN LEAHY AND LAVRENCE GETTINGS OF THE BIRMINGHAM’ 2 


— 
END PAGE ONE 7 2. 1 8 
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VV 
DIVISION AND LABORATORY EXAMINER MARION WILLIAMS. LEROY 
MOTON, THE NEGRO WHO ACCOMPANIED LIUZZO AT TIME SHE WAS SHOT, 
WAS THE NEXT WITNESS TO FOLLOW ROVE. 
GAMBLE INDICATED THAT GRAND JURY WOULD CONTINUE TO HEAR 
; TESTIMONY AND PROBABLY WOULD NOT COMPLETE ITS WORK OR REPORT 
: PRIOR TO APRIL TWENTYONE, NEXT. IF TRUE BILLS ARE RETURNED, 
| ME STATED NO PUBLICATION WOULD BE MADE OF THE INDICTMENTS 
\ UNTIL: THE SUBJECTS HAVE BEEN ARRESTED. } 

NO DIFFICULTIES WERE EXPERIENCED IN HANDLING ROVE/S 
APPEARANCE. PRESS WAS PRESENT AT THE COURTHOUSE AND IT 18 
NOT CERTAIN AT THIS POINT WHETHER THEY WERE AWARE THAT ROWE 
| HAD BEEN BEFORE THE GRAND JURY. | 
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yrorA GREGG LIUZZO - DECEAS 
RACIAL MATTERS; IS - C 


N: Albuquerque airtel to ‘the Bureau, 
dated 4/15/65. | 


Enclosed for the Bureau, Mobile, and 3/31/65, 


are copies of Houston airtel to Detroit, dated 3/31/6 


entitled "ANTHONY JOHN LUCIO, Aka., Tony Lucio, SM - C.“ 


Detroit is requested to determine if ANTHONY 
JOHN LUCIO is identical to the husband of captioned ——, 
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Vici GREGG 1 10220 - DECEASED 
RACIAL MATTERS INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
let 4/23/65. he 


| Detroit dtscontinue tnvestigation 1 set out in 
2 nr letter. 
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" GENERAL S DIVISION 


This case involves u. murder of <<" °.:°%" 88 

Mrs. Viola Liuzzo in Lovudes County, * ge 1 
|Alabama, on the night of 3-25-65. „ 

{Three subjects were indicted by a State. si a ik CAS = 

Grand Jury on 4-22-65 for first degree re ——— — 

murder. Gettings’ appearance is — — 1 

absolutely necessary for trial which, se 

according to State Circuit Court Judge ee 

will take place at the next term ee 

beginning 5-83-68. Appropriate og N 

instructions to the.field will be j tae 
issued, as soon as the trial date of „„ e ane 
captioned case can be definitely 7 5 D wee itis ier. AU. agit ete 
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WHEREAS, this is but another cxmpie of the effictent operation 
of this Organization which, throughout its history, has re * 
scientific methods of criminal investigation; and — 
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WHEREAS, the knowledge that the FBI is ready and able to use all 
its resources. for the prevention of crime serves as a constant deterrent 
to those tempted to violate the rights and privileges of others and gives 
a sense of well-being to the citizens of this Nation; and ek. 
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Nation for the constant surveillance provided by the FBI; now, 8 
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BE IT RESOLVED, That Council hereby extends to the Federal 
Bureau of investigation the appreciation of this Commnity for the 
efficient and skillful operation of the personnel of the Bureau and for 
its untiring efforts on behalf of the citizens of thts Nation. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of Council be and she 
hereby is requested to transmit a copy of this resolution to J. Edgar 
Hoover, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Washington, D. C. ; 
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Adopted March 29, 1965 

James V. Stanton, President of Council 
mia: - Mercedes Cotner, Clerk of Council 
by 4 og a a by Mayor Ralph 8. Locher 
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PRELIMINARY HEARING IN HAYNEVILLE IN THIS CAPT. MATTER 

4 STATE COURT FOUR TWENTY SIX SIXTYFIVE RESULTING IN SEVERANCE 

? THE SUBJECTS CASES. TRIAL SCHEDULED FOR FIVE THREE SIXTYFIVE 

R SUBJECT COLLIER LEROY WILKINS JR. 
DEFENDENTS REPRESENTED BY BIRMINGHAM ATTORNEY MATT MURPHY, 

ITRODUCED NOT GUILTY PLEAS TO FIRST DEGREE MURDER : 

IARGES. MURPHY WAS AXIOUS TO PROCEED. INDICATED HE WOULD FILE A 

mien TO QUASH THIS INDICTMENT ON THE BASIS THAT THE PRESIDENT 

INOUNCEMENT THAT OF SUBJECTS ARREST WAS PREJUDICED TO THEM AND 

\DE IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEM TO HAVE A FAIR TRIAL. MURPHY ALSO 

SSERVED THE RIGHT TO FILE OTHER MOTIONS AND PLEAS. 
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CIVIL RIGHTS, 
ELECTION LAWS 


The Lowndes County, Alabama, Grand Suzy on 4-22-65 
returned an dictment against subjects William Eaton, 
Collie Leroy-Wilkins and Eugene Thomas, Charging thém.with the 
murder of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo in Lowndes County on the night 
of 3-25-65. They were arrested on the indictments on 4-22-65 | 
and released on $10,000 bond each. The three subqects- are 
represented by Klan Attorney, Matt Murphy of Birminghaa, 
Alabama, and according to press reports, Murphy has stated 
that he would subpoena FBI Director, John Edgar Hoover and 
President Lyndon Johnson for the trial scheduled-for 533-65. 
24 
The possibility of the issuance of a 3 sibpoena 
for the Director and President Johnson was discussed with 
Departmental Attorney, John Murphy, 4-23-65, and Murphy advised 
that such a subpoena would have absolutely no force and effect 
outside or the boundaries of the State of Alabama. The law on 7 
this point in general states that the subpoena of one state 
has no extra territorial effect and cannot compel the attendance 
of witnesses not within the state. He stated that there exists 
between some states an agreement concerning the production of 
witnesses. However, the persons involved here reside in the / 
District of Columbia and the District of Columbia has no such 
agreement with any state. 


It is noted that since the presence of the Director 

and the President cannot be commanded at the trial of this matter 
| in Alabama, any appearance made in answer to the subpoenas would 

of necessity be voluntary and appropriate only if their appearance 

could serve the ends of justice. Neither,the Director nor the 

President could testify to the direct facts of the case from a 

personal observation or participation, and therefore, their y 

appearance would not in any way enhance the ends of justice and 
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Ku Klux Klansmea William Eaten, Collie Lerey Wilkins and Eugene | LEROY JEROME MATSON VICTIMS 
cn ole (dell hoy right) conferred with their lawyer, Alati Murphy CR - EL 
er ne), in Birmingham yesterday after a Lewades County. 
Ala. grand jury indicted them on charges ef murdcring civil rights BUFILE 44-28601 
. Veola Gregg Liuzzo. They insisted they were innocent. Aity 
urphy sald he would subpena FB! Chief Z. Edgar Hoover a 
. Jehnson — the, he conceded. the President is imm 
rem answering a subpena — fer the May 3 trial. The Kiansme 
rere ireed on won $10,000 bend each: The Washington Post 26 


~ Times Herald 4A 
The Washington Daily News 
The Evening Star mde afl 
New York Herald 762 
New York Journe]-American 
New York Mirror . 
New York Daily News 
New York Post 
. ‘The New York Times 
The Worker 
The New Leeder 
The wall Street Journe) 
The Netione] 0550 
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. Te The Times 
From The Les Angeles Times 


„NTA — A Ku Klux 
man who was arrested in 
mbush slaying of Mrs. Vi 
duizzo, a white civil rights 
nstrator from Detroit, ap 
‘tly has turned state's ev- 


| Rowe Hides Face At 

hy Jr. of Birmingham, who 

‘sented all four of the de The four Klansmen were 

‘ts, confirmed yesterday charged with violating Mrs. L. 

he had been unable to lo- uzzo’s civil rights. The Justice 

Rowe since the charges Department declined to explain 
why it withdrew the complaint 


i t to the Li- worker of Fairfield; William Or- 
peg 3 “this vill Eaton, 41, former steel work 
may backfire in more er of Bessemer, and Collie Le 
- ‘than one. There are such roy Wilkins Jr., A, auto me- 
8 ag counterspies.” chanic of Fairfield, are free un- 
e attorney, the der $50,000 bond each on the 
will be “tremendously em- charges. 
assing to the federal EO when Rowe was arrested 
vent,” said be plans to file officials told the press 
+t of habeas corpus to re ho neman was 


. FBI to reveal where 

are detaining my cient.” Ala a ce to Ge on 
phy was listed as attorney 4 * — grand jury 
in four Kiansmen when thcy 1 
Jarrested on March 27, the Which convenes M ys 
after the killing. Dismissal turn murder indictments in the 
be complaint against Rowe case. He indicated only three 

* walctments would be sought. 
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sim an Depicte 
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; The day after the murder, 
President Johnson, in an unpre 
cedented television address, an- 
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Birmingham Hearing 


nounced the four arrests, identi- 
fied the defendants as Klan 
and bitterly denoun 

> “hooded society olf bigots.” 
To some this sounded like the 
President had prejudged the) 
guilt of the defendants before 
an audience of millions. Klan 
leaders complained bitterly and 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union said the President’s an- 
pouncement was incompatible) 
with a eystem of justice that 
presumes the he 
a oe yee — 
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har es-Against One of Four’ 


LS” de Ba 


ccused Ku Kluxers Dropped — 


dustice Department 
ed charges yesterday 
Aa Birmingham man who 
rested within hours after 
March 25 civil rights slay- 
f a Detroit housewife. 

_ erder dismissing a eon- 
ry charge against Ga 
sas Rowe Jr., 35. Was 
d by U.S. Commissioner 
s M. Guttery. 
motion to dismiss the 
‘e came from Asst. US. 

J. O. Sentell. 

Washington, a Justice De- 
dent spokesman said dis- 
olf the charge was oa 
se action since the grand 
failed (om indict Rowe. The 
“aman did sot comment. 
— 


| 


Rowe was arrested with threc 
other Birmingham area men 
described by President Johnson 


as being members of the Ku 


Klux Rlan—by FBI agents the 
day after Mrs. Viola Liuzzo, 39, 
was shot to death from ambush 
near Lowndesboro, Ala. 

The shooting occurred on the 
highway being used by civil 
rights marchers for their Selma 
to-Montgomery march to drama- 
tize a voter registration cam- 
paign. 

Mrs. Liuzzo, one of many out- 
of-state volunteers drawn to the 
march, had been shuttling dem- 
onstrators from Selma to the 
state capital. She was slain 
shortly after she had left a 
Selma church by car. A Negro 


youth in the vehicle escaped 
injury. 

The other men arrested after 
her death were Eugene Thom- 
as, 42, an employe of U.S. Steel 
at Bessemer; Collie Leroy Wil- 
kins Jr., 21, a self-employed 
mechanic of Fairfield; and Wil- 
liam Orville Eaton, 41, a re 
tired steel worker, also of 
Bessemer. 

A federal grand jury indicted 
Thomas, Eaton and Wilkins 


April 6 on charges of violating 


the constitutional rights of civil 
rights demonstrators. Rowe was 
not indicted, and dismissal of 
the original charges against 
him thus came as no surprise. 
The three indicted men are 
{ree on bonds of $50,000 each. 
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TO SACS BIRMINGHAM 
MOBILE 


FROM DIRECTOR FBI 
EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL. DASH VICTIMS.CR;EL. 
NF DR TELETYPE TO BUREAU AND BIRMINGHAM APRIL TWENTY 
EIGHTH, ONE NINE SIX FIVE, -—~-—.~-- —-— =. .-----———--—- 
BIRMINGHAM REVIEW FILES RE INDIVIDUALS SUBPOENAED BY 
DEFENSE IN BIRMINGHAM DIVISION AND PREPARE MEMORANDUM SUITABLE 
FOR DISSEMINATION TO STATE AUTHORITIES, AS SET FORTH IN 
REFERENCED TELETYPE, FURNISH COPIES OF SUCH MEMORANDA PRE- 


PARED TO BUREAU, 
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PRECAYINARY HEARING IN HAYNEVILLE IN THIS CAPT. MATTER 


stare gyn FOUR TWENTY SIX SIXTYFIVE RESULTING IN SEVERANCE? 


THis SUBJE TS CASES. TRIAL SCHEDULED FOR FIVE THREE SIXTYFIVE 
22 4. 2 

2 SUBJECT QQLLIER LEROY WILKINS JR. > @ 
DEFENDENTS REPRESENTED BY BIRMINGHAM ATTORNEY MATT MURPHY, 


2 
TRODUCED NOT GUILTY PLEAS TO FIRST DEGREE MURDER 2 


\RGES. MURPHY WAS Ax ous 10 PROCEED. INDICATED HE WOULD FILE A | 


TION TO QUASH THIS INDICTMENT ON THE BASIS THAT. THE PRESIDENT 
NOUNCEMENT=TH AT OF SUBJECTS ARREST WAS PREJUDICED TO THEM AND 
* IT. IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEN TO HAVE A FAIR IAI. MURPHY ALSO 
SERVED THE RIGHT TO FILE OTHER MOTIONS AND PLEAS. | 
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e . - eae 1- Mr. Malley’. 
RECT: EUGEN THOMAS, ET AL, i - Mr, Hines 
VIO “LIUZZO, ET AL, - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS * 


1 
With reference to the receipt of a subpoena by SAC Ingram 
to testify as a witness for the defendant Collie Wilkins in this matter, 0 / 
Departmental Attorney Robert Owen called to verify the fact that 
SAC Ingram had actually been served, I advised Owen that Ingram 
had been served with a subpoena yesterday afternoon by the Deputy - — 
Sheriff of the Jefferson County Sheriff's Office and that the subpoena ~~~: 
called for him to appear at Wilkins“ trial on Monday, 5/3/65. Owen 
inquired as to whether the subpoena stated a definite time for Ingram's 
appearance, and J advised him that it did not. It simply called for his 
appearance on 5/37/65. | 
‘Owen stated that the matter is still under discussion at the <<! : 
Department, that he has been in conference with Assistant Attorney 
General Doar concerning the matter and that a final decision had not 
yet been reached, Owen indicated that the Department's present | 
feeling in the matter is that they will file a motion to quash the 
subpoena on the basis that Ingram, from personal — cannot 
testify to information pertinent to the trial, 
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ON EVENI T LAST AND MAY SECOND 
, WHhAse 
3 » “ALA. ADVISED THAT ON MAY FIRST --—--—-—--—- 


‘ST KLAN HELD MEETING AT BLADON SPRINGS, ALA. BETWEEN : aes 
10 HUNDRED AND THREE HUNDRED PERSONS ATTENDED MEETING. 

D DUNAGAN, COFFEEVILLE, ALA. IN CHARGE OF MEETING WHICH 

S HELD IN STATE PARK. DUNAGAN INTRODUCED A MR. CREEL, 

AND DRAGAN OF KLAN FROM BESSEMER, ALA. CREEL LATER 

"TRODUCED THREE af’ vio WERE “IDENTIFIED AS MEN CHARGED 


TH MURDER OF VICTIM LIUZZO". HOLLIS CURL, EDITOR, CHOCTAW 


Os FN 

Ve ADVOCATE, A WEEKLY NEWSPAPER PUBLISHED AT BUTLER, ALA.» 
4 , Khe) 

WISED ROBERT CREEL, GRAND DRAGON, OF KKK FROM 


RMINGHAM, ALA. ATTENDED KLAN ORGANIZATIONAL MEET Fab, 4 
AN AT abr SPRINGS, ALA. CREEL SPOKE MEE Mae AND 


STRODUCED THREE MEN WHO WERE IDENTIFIED’ “AS ING PERSONS 


© MAY 4 65 
o WERE ARRESTED FOR MURDER OF VICTIM L1UZzZ0. CURL STATES 
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o's af 2 


‘PROXIMATELY FIFTY PERSONS JOINED KLAN AT MEETING. son 
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1D CAN NOT STATE IF FUNDS COLLECTED FOR SUBJECTS. = 
“FENSE SINCE COLLECTION WAS MADE BUT THIS COLLECTION WAS ete 
SLIEVED TO BE FOR KLAN AND MONEY COLLECTED FROM NEW MEMBERS. 

ITH CURL AND PAUL STATE THREE SUBJECTS INTRODUCED TO CROWD 

( CREEL vort DO THESE MEN LOOK LIKE MURDERS? “UNQUEFES 
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April 2. nan 70 Tove 


: Mrs ‘Trotter 
Mr..@ Edgar Hoover 6 | a= al 
Direcfor of F. B. I. Gandy__ 


Dear Sir: 


Please consider this a letter of protest at the actions of the F. B. I. in 


murder for any reason whatsoever. But I believe that if this lady had been 

at home tending her duties as wife and mother, she would still be alive. 
You, yourself know what an insult Mrs Liuzzo made to the people of Ala., 
cavorting around with a Negro Buck after dark in their state. Now we come ? 
to Mr Gary T. Rowe F. B. I. Agent who incites to violence and then helps - 
murder, But gets away with it because he is protected by his rights with 

the F. B. I. I think Mr. Rowe is as guilty as the other three men and 

should receive the same sentence as the other three men. Mr Hoover if 

you cannot keep the F. B. I. from being used as a political pawn you should 
resign and let Lyndon B. (Baines or Beans) Johnson give your job to 

Martin Luther (after all he is a peaceful man? he recieved the Nobel Peace | 
Award?) Until recently the F. B. I. has been an efficient, honest and well 
behaved law enforcement agency lets get it back that way and — out _ 
scandals. 


Thanks for listening 
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UNITED STATES (2)VERNMENT ~~ 2? 


Memorand m 


By letter dated 4-21-65 captioned individual advised the purpose of ß 
his letter to protest the activities of the FBI in connection with the slaying of =~ 
Mrs. juzzo..-r hereafter, he sets forth obvious bigoted views and refers gi 
to a newspaper article which clearly labels Gary T. Rowe as a paid informant of p A 
the FBI and then deliberately assigns the role to Rowe as an FBI Agent. e 
urges Mr. Hoover to prevent President Lyndon Beans“ Johnson from us - Y 
FBI and to appoint Martin Luther (King) as director since he received the Nobel * 
Peace Award. He claims the FBI until recently had been efficient and well behaved 
and urges that we return to these precepts and avoid scandal. He mentions he has 
written his senator, congressman and the President concerning his views. 


BUFILES:  -- 


bie k 


There is no information identifiable with Mr. in Bufiles. 3 


OBSERVATIONS: } bx. B 
has fallen in the same problem many individuals have in 
understanding the relationship of an informant to the Bureau. However, it would 
appear his bigoted views would prevent us from advising him of the Bureau's 


position in this case and therefore, no purpose would be served by * 
his communication. 5 


7 | 


RECOMMENDATION: EX Ug REC- 99 | 0 a 
re , - ie 
5 That his letter not be acknowledged. 2% 59 6 7 
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- dafisan | Released i in Ab Slaying 33 


pe — Worked Secretly for FBI; >= 


Y Jeck Nelson passing car as she drove from bullets were fired. * * 55 4 * 
pe! angeles Times + pela 3 3 a * pouree sald Rowe contended, | ber R 
‘AYN „ Ala, April] hours aiter the Mare e ng happened quic olmes 
re . march to the State Capitol. land on the spur of the mo- 
arently witnessed the slay-| With her was a 10-year-old|ment and he was helpless to, 
of Viola Liuzzo of Detroit, Negro, Leroy Moton, who interfere. { 
ile he was working under - works for the Rev. Dr. Mer-| Rowe has been supplying, 
er for the FBI, testified|tin Luther King Ir. : South-\tht-FSt-wit_information on 
ore the .Lowndes County ern Christian Leadership Con. ‘Klan act clivities since ena 
ind jury today. ference. Moon. who esconed cording. ) 
sary T. Rowe Jr.,34, brought Injury. also testified before: Rowe and de- 
e under a heavy FBI guerd. e jury today. tendants were listed as mem- 
tified for two hours before! The arrest of the Kiansmen bers of the United Klans of 
„Jury. and then was whisked — announced the day after America, the Nation's largest 
ol the County. N. agents the slaying. Rowe's role as an Klan with an estimated mem 
o used force to kecp a re- undercover informant appar-|bershio of 5000. 

ster~foqo ying 0 inter- ently accounted for the speed.| As Rowe emerged from the 

bim. He reportedly called the FBI jury room today, a reporter 
‘Within four hours—as goon as tried to follow him pu “| 


e e a Oe 
we repo y to e agent e reporter con 
He ond Giree other Klass swat he was sitting in the beck|tinued down the bellwayl bat 


2 Age os . 2 sca} of the car from which the/ another r agent blocked th 21 


Federal charges of violat f — — — 

e Mrs. Liuzzo’s civil rights. 

ut the Justice Department 

ler dropped the charges 
inst Rowe. It has declined 

» say why. 

Eugene Thomas, 42, Fair- 

eld steelworker; William 0. 

ton, 41, a former steel - 

orker from Bessemer, and 


ollie Leroy Wilkins Jr., 21, a 2 2 
airfield auto mechanic, are The Washington Post end — 


ree under 380,000 bond each a Times Herald 


the Federal charges. 
"Mrs. Liuzzo, 8 ae elvil f The Washington Deily N e 
ae was The Evening Star 


D 5 : 
New York Journaci-Americen 
oe New York Daily News 


New York Post 7 
The New York Fimes 
The Baltimore Sun 
The Worker 
The New Leeder 
The Wall Street Jourmne! 
Tae Netione! Observer 
People’s World —.. 
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In connection with the * husband 
of the captioned individual, there are transmitted 
herewith the following newspaper articles concerning the 
divorced husband of captioned individual, which I 
thought might be of interest to the Bureau: 


"KKK Men: ‘Harassed and Innocent“, “ 4/23/65 edition, 
"St. Petersburg independent, . St. Petersburg, Florida; 


"Man Arrested in Alabama Killing Proves FBI Agent," 
4/21/65 edition, “Clearwater Sun," Clearwater, Florida; 


"Liuzzo Case Suspect Apparently FBI Agent, 4/21/65 
edition, "The St. Petersburg re St. Petersburg, 
Fiorida; 5 


“Jury Findings Due on Liuzzo Slaying, 4/22/65 edition, 
"St. Petersburg Independent," St. Petersburg, Florida; 


"FBI Undercover Agent?," 4/23/65 edition “The st. Petersburg 
Times,” St. Petersburg, Florida; 


"3 Klansmen Indicted in Woman's Slaying,” 4/23/65 dition 
"St. Petersburg Times," St. Petersburg, Florida; 


“FBI Informer No Surprise to Klan," 4/22/65 edition, : 
"The Clearwater Sun, Clearwater, Florida, by TOM CHASE; - 


Alabama Grand Jury Readies Report on Night Rider Slaying,“ 
4/22/88 edition, 11 ica Sun, Clearvater, Florida. 
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" RMINGHAR, 


sad been subject to almost contin- 
harassment by telephone calls and 
s in recent weeks. 

cir attorney, Matt H. Murphy Jr., 
zed President Johnson for his re- 
3 in connection with the arrest of 
members. Murphy said he would 
to subpoena the President “if I 
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There were these other developments _ 


on the racial scene: 
Tear gas and smoke bombs were 


used by police to stop a demonstration 


by more than 300 Negroes in the west 
Alabama city of Demopolis. Five dem- 
onstrators were arrested. Fourteen. per- 
sons were treated for tear gas burns 


at a hospital. 


<The Senate began debate on the 


voting rights bil] in Washington. Mem- 
bers of the Senate Judiciary Committee 
which sent the bill to the floor said the 
nation must have “new, strong legisla- 
tion to protect voting rights.” Twelve 
Southern senators organized forces to 
oppose the measure. 
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(Indicate page, aame of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


| 


hope to represent these mn. —Civil rights movement officials said 


their otganizations planned quieter cam- 
in Mississippi this summer de- 
cause the state has experienced marked 
changes. The appraisals were made at a 
meeting of the Mississippi Council on 
Human Relations in Jackson. 
Paul Bellesen, the missing Nampa, 
Idaho, Negro who — bon semen 
u Klux edruary. 
— in the = nag ios hel on. 16 B St. Petersburg 
parently dropped from sight again. Independent 
Some 300 University of Mississippi St. Peters burg, Fl. 
students demonstrated last night ~— 
campus dormitory where several Ne- 4 : 
Festival — were staying. eee police ee 
report monstra under - 2 
sp Soonehyerng Editor: Del fiarth |. : 
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control shortly after midnight. 3 


Character: 
oF 
Clessificetion: — 
Submitting Office: 


oo 


Tampa 


Deine Investiqated 


1 


FN Gun 


93 * — 2 * ee ea * 

oe 5.4 er ee 3 
222098. Gn. = 0 2 2 — 

23 ‘ 0 Pad ee - e 
2 2 _< 2 8 * — 42 60 * 22 


27. „„ 
* 
Z . 


we. 
oe i a a. 20 . ey" ey” 3 * ee a * 
n *. 9 e 3 7 * . oe e 


1 


(ovat Clipping tn Spee Below) 


gh 7 800 In Alabama 


; 1 civil rights march. | 
The Times said in a dispatch 

from Hayneville that although 

ide details of Rowe's story are 
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fury Findings Due 
In Liuzzo Slaying 


‘\YNEVILLE, Ala. G A Grand 
reports its findings today in the 
igation of the night rider slaying 
99-year-old white civil rights work- 


* Lowndes County jury of 18 white 
completed its investigation yester- 
nto the ambush slaying of Mrs. 
Liuzzo of Detroit and of several 


cases. It reportedly returned 
indictments, but ‘their nature will 


: known until] after the formal re. 


ind until those indicted have been 
into custody. 

anwhile, the president of the Bo- 
«L., Civic and Voters League 
ich claims it speaks for the town’s 


es — was arrested on a charge 


ting a worthless $15 check. 
‘anwhile polls and petitions fanned 
rough the Negro community seek- 


a in- down who represents the--~sew me.” 


8 
city's 9,000 Negroes in biracial talks, ne- 
gotiations and demands for civil rights. 

Mayor Jesse Cutrer said the league 


and members of the Congress of Racial 


Equality “are a small group of self- 
styled leaders who do not represent the 
Negro community.” He said they “do 


1 They want to dem- 


in the family car and had not returned. 
Later, one of Bellesen’s former em - 

ployes in a janitor service, told police 
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and I don't want anybody to know 
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ie duty. Pe Pep 
are the persuasions the 
‘es with Ku Klux Kilans- 
Communists and gan 
hen it needs information 
a come only from the in- 


m and usually only for 
: Jobs — do FBI agents 
fees become members of 
un, the party, or the syn- 


vently — and not only for 
* Jobs but ofjen for years 
inuing information — in- 
‘ls already in the organ- 
‘ are tapped. 


CTIMES and this is 
lifficult — individuals on 
‘nges or totally outside. 
he Klan, are contacted 
ged to join up and start 


ng out information. | 


‘Ty Thomas Rowe was, as 
en reported, the tipster 
4 the FBI to the alleged 
of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo in 
1a, he did so as a Kians- 
5 ol 


tem “undercover 


(Mount Clipping in Spece Belew) 


dercover 


© agent,” which has been applied 


to Rowe and others, can be con- 
fusing. a 

It sometimes means a trained 
FBI agent who conceals his 
identity and pretends to be 
something else. 

But the term also is loosely 
applied to informers — men 
and women who are not in the 
FBI but who, for some induce 
ment, regularly supply informa- 
tion to the government men. 


FBI DIRECTOR J. Edgar 
Hoover has often said the bu- 
reau has the Klan virtually 
wired for sound with inform- 
ants. 


“At times,” Attorney General 
Nicholas Katzenbach quipped 
recently, “I think we know 
more about what the Klan is 
doing than we know about what 
some divisions in the Justice 
Department are doing.” 

The FBI refused to discuss 
any aspect of the Liuzzo case 
and issued a terse “‘np com- 


|discussion of a man's duty to 


— 


ment when asked about a New 
York Times report that Rowe 
had been its undercover man in 
the case. 


It is commonly known, how- 


information, strictly on a cash- 
on-delivery basis. One Justice 
Department source says as 
much as $5,000 or $10,000 may 
be paid for a particularily im- 
portant piece of information. 


of law enforcement, it’s more 
likely that the payment will only 
cover @ man’s expenses or 
give him a little extra pocket 
money. ° 


THE AMOUNT SPENT BY 
Hoover's men for information 
each year does not appear in 
the FBI appropriation chart. 
But experts describe it as “‘pret- 
ty small potatoes.” 


Money is not the only induce- 
ment offered by FBI men seek- 
ing information. Much has been 
gained from a private, discreet 


his country and the need for 
law and order. 4 


ever, that the FBI will pay for 


But in the day-to-day routine __. 


And while the FBI won't talk! 
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GARY THOMAS ROWE | | 
oo. reported tipster. 


about it, a potential informant 
may often be brought around ; 
with the oblique reminder that 
be may, one day, desire Jenien- 
es for crimes in which he has 
become involved. 


The Times report said that al- 


the constitutional rights of civ- 
i rights demonstrators. Charges 
against Rowe were dropped and 
ihe was released , free man. 
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Klar smen 1 Indicted: 
Wéian’s — 4 


Analysis, I 4. werb Thagard and approved by 


Jefferson County Sheriff Mel 
NEVILLE, Ala. (UPI) ~|Baiiey 


abama Grand Jury yester- (Indicate page, neme of 
_‘ndicted three Ku Klux by newspaper, city end state.) 
nen for the March 3 slay- 
Detroit civil rights worker 
Viola Liuzzo. The three 
arrested in Birmingham 
= free on bonds of $10,- 


1 was set for May 3 in 
ville. 


TED IN THE murder war- 
were Collie Leroy Wilkins 
i, and Eugene Thomas, 
th of Fairfield, and Wil- 


„ Ea 

mme, bad es Gee 

were taken into custody Dragon Robert Shelton last night! 

owndes County Sheriff and announced he would sub- 

Ryals and taken to Jel-| cena President Johnson and 
_ County Jail in Birming- FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 

‘aa for the trial. 

posting bonds, they} Legal sources, however, gad ae 

» jailhouse grinning. the president of the United 160 A St. Petersburg 

bonds were set by/States is immune from sub- ä Times 
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By TOM CHASE James R. Venable of Stone 
ANTA, Ga. (AP) — Top] Mountain, Ga., imperial wizard 
m Klansmen say they are ol the National Knights of the 
rprised by FBI claims tde Ku Klux Klan Inc., said the FBI 
1 orders have been infil-jought to be using its agents in 


but they say government the Communist field rather than 
should spend more time trying to catch KKKs.” 


munists. At the same time, Venabdle 

a grand said, “there has never been any 

Klans ol member of the KKK charged 
Kul with selling any secrets of 

Ger-/U.S. government or with insur- 

Brim- rection nor has there been one 

. who hesitated when asked to 

who serve in the military.” 

1 Just o be on the safe side 

venable said, “we are j 
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Hakama Grand Jury Readies F 
eport On Night Rider Slaying 


NEVILLE, | 1 was arrested on a charge of Ji} 
Ala. Ir . 8 to & it, we wil a 
8 was acme ” Colline said that unrea (Indicat : 7 
lavi dated Apel 5 issued * onable after the city had freely me ag 
Ser 4 mr, Repair Chop, a Bogalusa tele- granted permits for the parade 


83 ol — store owned by a white 


if “City Judge A. J. Jones signed 
tion "yesterday nie * ad the warrant and set an — 
i of Mrs. Viola 26 12 Young was released 


| reportedly re-iGrand Titan of the Idaho Ku 
dome indictments, but‘ Klux Klan in February was re- 
nature will not be known ported missing. His wife, Mrs. 
‘fter the formal report and Emmaline Bellesen, told Nampa 
‘hose indicted have been] police her husband, Paul Bei- 
into custody. lesen, left home in the family 
ng those questioned by the! 
vas Gary Thomas Rowe’ e — 
NMyear - old yg car r and had not returned. 
vho was arrested by fed- Later, one of Bellesen’s for- 
uthorities after the Liuzzo — employes in a janitor serv- 
2 but later released. ice, Larry Brennan, told police 
NIL 
en arrested on fed - rma e 5 
vil rights charges March said Bellescn told him, In just 6a Clearwater: Sun 
» day afler Mrs. Liurzo sort of taking a vacation and ! ; Clearwater, Fla. 
hot to death in her ear don't want anybody to know you 
Lowndesboro. A federal saw me.” | 
ry meeting in Mont. In Boston, civil rights leaders i on 
er this month in- went ahead with plans for 8 * 72265 
er three men on massive parade and rally Fri- Edition: 
the ee a ee — 2 1 : — 
r speaker. 
rights, ~~ oe and rally are to Editor: James Le Beardslc 
@ indicted were Eugene protest racial imbalance in Title: 
ts, 42, an employe of U.S. —— and sub-standard bous - 
u Bessemer; Leroy ing. 
s Jr., 21, of Fairfield, a Mayor John F. Collins took ) 
mployed mechanic’ and issue with a statement by the Charecter: 
. 1 
‘ssemer, a retired steel : 
aioe Boston branch of King’s South- Cleessificetion: 
em Christian Leadership Con- Subaitting Oe am pa 
ference, that the marchers 
would demonstrate in front of | (_) Being tnvestiqated 


city hall. 

Wood said Selma officials 
didn’t want demonstrations 
either, but they were held 
nevertheless. “Boston is no Gif- 
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BIRMINGHAM POST HERALD, DAILY NEWSPAPER, UNDER DATE LINE 
r FIRST, SIXTYFIVE, CARRIES THE FOLLOWING NEWS RELEASE: 
MATT M. MURPHY, IR., ATTORNEY FOR THOMAS, WILKINS AND 
TON, SAID “THINGS ARE SHAPING UP FAVORABLY FOR OUR CASE 
1 MIGHT ASK FOR ALL THREE TO BE TRIED AT ONCE.® 


ORIGINALLY WAS GRANTED A REQUEST FOR SEPARATE TRIALS FOR 
5 NEN. | 
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SAC INGRAM, BIRMINGHAM, APPEARED IN CIRCUIT COURT, MAYNEVILLE, 
A.» TODAY IN RESPONSE TO SUBPOENA REs TRIAL CAPTIONED MATTER. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 
FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1236). „Te 


EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL 
* 116220, aka; ET AL VICTIMS 
EL 


Transmitted herewith for the information and assistance | 
of the Bureau are two copies of a photograph which appeared 
An "The Tuscaloosa News“ at Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 


One copy of the same newspaper photograph showing MATT 
MURPHY, the three subjects and ROBERT SHELTON at a Klan rally 
is forwarded herewith to Mobile. 
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730 | | 
Mr. Belmont 6 wate: April 30, 19685 
1 2 Mr. DeLoach 
ue: 1 = Mr, Belmont 

g 1- Mr. Rosen 


* 


AJECT : EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. ; 1- Mr. Malley 


“ 


VIOLA*LIUZZO , ETAL, 1 - Mr. McGowan 
VICTIMS | 1 - Mr, Hines 
cu L. RIGHTS 


oe ooe 5 9 


rte on the afternoon of 4/29/65, SAC Ingram of the Birmingham : 
Otfice was served with a subpoena to appear for the defense atthe 
trial of Collie Wilkins on 5/3/65. Wilkins is charged with the murder 
of Viola Liuzzo, The subpoena is for Ingram's personal appearance 
and it is not requested that he bring any records. 


2 The receipt of the subpoena by SAC Ingram was discussed 


with Mr. Robert Owen of the Civil Rights Division on 4/29/65. 
“Owen advised that the Department would take the matter under 
tonsideration and would take action with regard to the subpoena, 
- On 4/30/65, Mr. 11 of the Department advised that he 
had taken the matter of the subpoena of SAC Ingram up with 
Assistant Attorney General Doar and with attorneys of the Civil Division 
of the Department and it was the opinion of the Department that there a 
was no basis for filing a motion to quash the subpoena, 


Owen advised that the Attorney General has directed a 
telegram to SAC Ingram advising him that he should appear in 
answer to the subpoena and testify. It states that Ingram cannot 
testify to anything contained in the records or files of the Bureau ve 
the Department of Justice pursuant to Order of the Attorney General 
number 324-64 dated 10/8/64, His testimony is to be limited only to 
matters of personal knowledge that are televant to the issue of the trial. 


1 | 
Mr. Owen is furnishing a copy of the Attorney General's 
telegram and he stated that an attorney from the Civil Division of the 
Department who is experienced in handling matters of subpoena is 
oceeding to Hayneville, Alabama, and will be present to protect 
e Government interest when SAC Ingram called to testify. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
E EUGENE THOMAS, — 


SAC 8 has advised that he has not been in direct 
Contact with any of the defendats, has not participated in any of 
the interviews or searches and that there is actually nothing that 
he can testify to from his personal knowledge, 


ACTION: 


SAC Ingram will be instructed to answer the subpoena 
and testify in accordance with the Attorney General's telegram, 
He is also being advised that an attorney from the Civil Division] C 
of the Department will be present to protect the Government's 
interest when he is called to testify. 
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United States Senate 


Washington, D. C. Ari 22, 99.65 


Respectfully referred to 


Director J. Edgar loover > 
Federal Bureau of Investisation 
‘Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 
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April 29, 1965 


— — © meee etl Gone: —————— —ä —— —ä— — 


Senator Lausche bas discusscd with me end requested that 
I acknowledge your letter of recent date in which you expressed . 
your views woncerning the FBI and the death of Mrs. luizzo in 
Selma, Alabama. 


The Senator appreciates receiving the benefit of your a 
views and will bring your letter to the attention of tis Federal 
Bureau of Invostigation. 

Please be assured that your letter was welcome. 


Sincerely yours, 


Rey M. White 
Administrative Assistant to 
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| Wente Frank J. Tausche 
United States Senate 


Washington, D. C. 30510 
My dear Senator: 


Your note of April 29th, with enclosures, has been n 3 
received, and I appreciate your bringing this to my attentin. tH yt 


inasmuch as one of the individuals involved in the murder of 

. Mrs. Viola"Ltuzzo went on trial May $rd and prosecution of the others 
is to follow. I can assure you, however, that the person referred to 
was not a Special Agent of the FBI, and I trust your constituent will 
understand why it is not within our prerogative to comment on this case. 


Sincerely yours, 


1 * 
. 6 * 


- Mr, DeLoach - Enclosures (3) 
- Mr. Rosen - Enclosures G) 


NOTE: Constituent f record in Bufiles, The C7. : 
enclosures were a copy of etter to Senator Lausche and a copy 


Jl gol his answer to over the signature of his Administrative 
Assistant Ray M. €. The individual to who refers is Gary 
5 é Thomas: Rowe, ani informant who was present ng murder of 
' Mrs. Liuzzo, a civil rights worker in Alabama. This response was 
' giscussed with the Civil Rights Section of the General „ Dividion. 
— have had cordial relations with Senator Lausche. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA, GRAND DRAGON BOB - 
SCOGGINS EXHIBITED THE PHOTOGRAPH OF ROWE, FB! INF GRANT A zi 
IN THE SEGMA, ALABAMA, MURDER AND INSTRUCTED ALL GRAND. / (| 
“| OFFICERS, SEXALTED CYCLOPS AND TITANS’ =AND - INVESTIGATQRS- 82 
ene KLAN “TO BE O THE LOOKOUT FoR HIM, IF THIS INOTVIQQAL . 4 4 
lis. LOCATED <THE GRAND DRAGON 1S.TO BE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFIED . 

+ VOF:HIS"WHEREABOUTS. Fea VF —25 — 
Au OH. ADVISED THAT THIS MEANT THAT. “THE ‘GUN ais — 5 

een FOR HIM' AS AN “FBI FINK" AND THAT HE WILL SE TEN “iy , 

CARE OF FOR NV I. „ HE-ALSO ADVISED THAT THE KLAN is TRYING.. 


THEY WANTED HIS FAMILY BUT PROBABLY WANTED TO HARASS Then „ 
‘TO FIND.OUT WHERE ROWE IS LOCATED, ALL SOUTHERN OFFICES ~, as i K 
. ADVISED®BY Lym. Levren heap MEMOLANDUM, 0. -p * : 
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MOBILE | 744-1243 


. 4 8 . 
_ IGENE “THOMAS, ETAL; uns. VIOLA LIuzze, ET u. vie z. 


“TRIAL IN CAPTIONED MATTER AGAINST SUBJECT COLLIE WILKINSS ? 
SGAN MAY THREE, INSTANT, AT HAYNEVILLE, ALA. TWO MOTIONS 
RE FILED BY. DEFENSE COUNSEL WATT MURPHY AND WERE RULED en 
‘ COURT, THE FIRST CONTESTING THE JUSTICE OF THE COURT -- 
CAUSE OF PUBLICITY ATTENDANT TO ANNOUNCEMENT ON SUBJECTS - 
REST BY-PRESIDENT JOHNSON WAS DENIED. A SECOND MOTION TO 
TTERVIEV ‘STATE WITNESSES GARY THOMAS ROVE AND LEROY MOTON 
s GRANTED. a ase” 2 
MURPHY TALKED TO BOTH ROWE AND nero HE WAS :ASSISTER ac 5 
nun ROTON,. THE PUBLIC RELATIONS nan IN ALABAMA FOR THE 
NITED maus.  ROTON HANDLED TAPE RECORDING EQUIRPENT. “THES 
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LETYPE.RESULTS OF INTERVIEW WITH MOTON ARE WOT KNOWN. 
THE BALANCE OF THE DAY WAS SPENT IN SELECTING JURORS 

(OM JURY PANEL. COURT ADJOURNED AT FOUR FIFTY PM AT WHICH 

(WE A JURY HAD BEEN SELECTED AND TRIAL 1S SCHEDULED TO PROCEED 

Une an MAY FOUR, NEXT. 

_ DISSEMINATION OF LETTERHEAD MEMORANDA CONCERNING DEFENSE 

ZESSED FORVARED WITH BIRMINGHAM AIRTELS APRIL TWENTYNINE - 


1D THIRTY, LAST, TO CIRCUIT SOLICITOR ARTHUR GAMSLE HAS BEEN 
PLETED. 
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With the forthcoming trial in state court of subject 
Collie LeRoy Wilkins for the murder of Mrs, Liuzzo, which is 
scheduled to begin Monday, May 3, 1965, at Hayneville, Alabama, 
the question arises as to the desirability of an Agent being present 
in the courtroom during the proceedings, -—-—~- --- — —— 


It will be necessary that Agents be available to insure 
complete protection of our informant during the period that he is 
E Hayneville for the purpose of testifying. Following the completion 
of his testimony, he should depart from the area, and it should not 
be necessary for Agents to remain, 


The state prosecutor has indicated to Inspector J 0 5 
Sullivan that he desired to have as few Federal Agents" as possible 


at the trial. It is realized that several FBI Agents will necessarily / 

be used as witnesses by the prosecutor, Other FBI Agents may be 
necessary as rebuttal witnesses following the testimony given by the 
defense, It is also known that the Depar t ment plans to have an 

attorney at Hayneville during the trial, 7 


RECOMMENDATION 


Or, . 
‘ae is 


, Since Inspector Sullivan will be in close touch with the state 
| prosecutor and can follow the proceedings through him, and as tne 
prosecutor has indicated that he does not desire "Federal Agents" around, 
it is recommended that we do not have an Agent sitting in the courtroom 

|) observing the proceedings, The presence of Agents if known would, of 

i course, be the subject of considerable comment by Alabama news media 
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Memorandum to M1 Belmont 
RE: EUGENE THOMAS, ETAL, 


and would not in any way assist in the handling of the prosecution, ee 

| Agd nts who will necessarily be present to afford protection for our 
infgrmant and to appear as witnesses for the prosecution will be q 
instructed to remove themselves from the courtroom and the area 1 
just as soon as they have finished heir specific assignments. 
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TO'8AC MOBILE 
FROM DIRECTOR FBI | 
| EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL.; MRS. VIOLA LIUZZO, Er. A1. 
DASH VICTIMS, CIVIL RIGHTS. 

WITH REGARD TO THE TRIAL OF SUBJECT COLLIE LEROY 
WILKINS WHICH BEGAN IN STATE COURT, LOWNDES COUNTY, 
ALABAMA, THIS DATE, IT IS RECOGNIZED THAT IT WILL BE 
NECESSARY FOR AGENTS TO BE AVAILABLE TO INSURE COMPLETE 
PROTECTION OF OUR INFORMANT DURING THE PERIOD ER IS 
IN HAYNEVILLE, ALABAMA, AND FOR THE PURPOSE OF TESTIFYING. 
HOWEVER, IN VIEW OF THE STATE PROSECUTOR'S DESIRE THAT AS 
FEW "FEDERAL AGENTS" AS POSSIBLE BE AT THE TRIAL, YOU 
MUST INSURE THAT AGENTS WHO WILL NECESSARILY BE PRESENT 
TO AFFORD PROTECTION FOR OUR,INFORMANT AND TO APPEAR 
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ELETYPE TO SAC MOBILE 
: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. 


THEMSELVES FROM THE COURTROOM AND THE AREA JUST AS Soo 
AS THEY HAVE FINISHED THEIR SPECIFIC ASSIGNMENTS, 
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Inspector Joseph Sullivan in Selma, Alabama, has 
telephonically advised that the Circuit Solicitor, Arthur Gamble, 
has requested a verification or documentation of payments which 
have been made to the informant (Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr.) over 
a period of years. According to Sullivan, the Solicitor desires to 
have some written record if possible to support testimony of 
| Agents that payments had been made to this informant for a 
substantial period of time. 


| 


It should be noted that the Department had previously 
instructed SAC Ingram of the Birmingham Office that he was not 
to furnish any information whatsoever from the official files or 


records of the office in connection with his appearance at the trial. | 


ACTION TAKEN: 


This matter is being taken up with the Civil Rights Division 
of the Department for a determination as to what action they desire 
be pursued concerning the request of the Circuit Solicitor to support 
the testimony of the Agents that payments have been made to this 
informant for a substantial period of time. 5 
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VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, aka; 
LEROY JEROME MO TN VICTIMS 
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Report of SA 3/30/65,: at Mobile. 
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Report of ee 4/1/65, at Mobile. 
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DETAILS 


On April 4. 1965, the following report was 
received from the Federal Bureau of Investigation Laboratory, 
Washington, D. C. 


* On April 2 6 is Division advised ple 
that they had wterviewed at — 
Tennessee and he advised as Jollows: 


He first met Victim LIUZZO in gens, Alabama, 

about March 17 or 18, 1965, where he and LIUZZO had arrived 
for Cavil Rights work. LIUZZO volunteered her 1963 Oldsmobile 

in trans por ts t ion of Civil Rights workers, including 
. Victim stayed in a Selma housing project apartment with 
? E Samily and during the march from Selma to Montgomery, 
March 21 — 25, 1965, LIUZZO walked in the march while her car 
was used extensively on the marc by several integrated 
groups of Civil Rights workers. . said that Ir 
MOTON, Negro nale victim, vas wit O the night of the pos 


Slaying and that MOTON had used LIUZZO'e car extensively. 


LIUZZO was last seen by . Montgomery, 
Alabama. on March 25, 1965, about 3:30 p.m. 4:00 p.m. upstairs 
in the Dexter Avenus Baptist Church where fs inting and 111 
victims of the warch were resting. 


He does not recall if LIUZZO was ill at the time 
mor. does he know if LIUZZO was ever treated by a doctor while 
she was in Alabama. 


L1UZZO planned to return to D chigan, 
cithb — her cr, stopping en route at nome in 
Nashv owever, after victim's slaying in ‘Alabana, QP 


made other trave) arrangments. 


The Philadephia Office on April I, 1965, forwarded a Certification of 
irth for Mrs. LIUZZO. 


This Birth Certificate wos signed by C. L. WILBAR, R., and was dated 
Aarch 31, 1965, bearing the seal of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania under the 
Number 451409. & certified that in file No. 56399-25 a record of birth was filed 
n April 18, 1925, showing that on April Il, 1925, in Pike Run Township, Pennsylvania, 


‘tamale child, VIOLA’ FAUVER GREGG, wes bern to HEBER GREGG and EVA, 
vaiden name W LSON. 
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acted at her place of residence, at 
e she Furnished the following information: 


pꝰc. 
N 


5 employed as 
elma, 


= 65, she finished her day's work at 
the t about 6:00 PM that evening and 
went ectly home. e advised that she has a three-year 
old child which necessitates her getting home around 6:00 Pu 
exch evening. She advised th as a maid who takes care 
of her child during the day. '.fter observing photo- 
graphs of EUGENE THOMAS, COLLI WILXINS, GARY THOMAS ~~~ 
ROWE, IR., and WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, advised that she covld eg 
not recognize any of these individuals as being persons she 
had ever seen. She was also shown photographs of a 1962 
Chevrolet automobile, white over red in color, and advised 
that she could not identify this car as being one that she 
ever saw in the area of the Silver Moon Cafe. 

She could furnish no informetion concerning the 

killing of Mrs. VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO which occurred on Highway 
#80 east on the evening of March 25, 1965. 
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less % Sela, Alabana Fuer Mobile 44-1245 


Ss. and b Cy. | ee 


. ‘@ecument conteine neither recommendetions ner conclusions of the FBI. u ds the groperty of the FBI and te leuned te . 
Sener & ead ite contents ere aot te be distributed outside your egeacy. | 


Alabama. who is erp oved. 3s 

— Selin, was contac ed and 
yiewca photograpns of EUGENE THOMAS, Sheriff's Office, 
Birainghan. “Alabahe, 580 Number 113073, date of photograph 
March 26, 1965; COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, Sheriff's Office 
Birmingham, Alabama, SO Number unknown. date of photo- 
graph Merch 26, 1965; WILLIAM OPVILLE EATON. Sherifr's Office. 
Barminqham, Alabama, SO Number urknowr, photograph dated 
March 26, 1965: and GARY THOMAS ROWE. IR.. Sheriff's Office, —— 
Birminaham, Alabama, 80 Number 113076. dated March 26, | 
1965. She stated that ehe was unable to identify ee 
any of these photoqraphs ars individuals known to her. 


She advised efter viewing the photograph 
of a 1962 Chevrolet, reè and white in color, that she dad 
not observe this car in the vicinity of the Silver Moon 
Cafe March 25, 1965. 


She could not furnish any information in 
connection with the murzcer of VIGLA GREGG L1UZZ0O which 
took place on Highway 80 East, Selma, Alabama, March 25, 
1965 
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| — a his place of * 
ment and sich shed the een information: } 
7 A 
advised that he is a regular beter of the 
Silver Moon Cafe (SMC) and goes there once or twice a week 
normally to drink beer on his way home from work. He could not 
recall specifically whether he was at the SMC the night of 
March 25, 1965, but if he had been there, he probably would have 
left around 7:00 PM. 


He advised he had no information as to who may have 
been involved in the murder of Mrs. VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO. 


SR se: observing EUGENE THOMAS, WILLIAM —— 
ORVILLE IE LEROY WILKINS, and GARY THOMAS ROWE, ., | 
advised that he could not recognize any of these individuals : 
as being persons he had ever seen. He was shown photographs 

of a 1962 Chevrolet automobile, white over red in color, also 

and advised that he could not identify this car as being one 

that he ever saw in the area of the Silver Moon Cafe. 
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a INTERVIEWS WITH VARIOUS 

KU KLUX KLAN MEMBERS AND FORMER MEMBERS 
WHO MIGHT HAVE HAD INFORMATION 
RELATIVE TO THIS CASE 


3 . i aes. ‘ 
3: - He advised that he vas, y affiliated with the. 
Ku Klux Klan at Selma, Alabama. also advised he has 
not been affiliated with the Ela e past several years. 


— he was never formerly initiated into 
the Klan but paid his dues and was intending to become a 
member but due to the amount of time taken up by his business 
he was unable to attend meetings. 


. he is not presently active in the Klan 
and does not know of any — — of the Klan in the 


Selma, Alabama area * 3 . — 854 — | © — — ꝗd — ——— — — — — — . —— — — * 
* * * , -* oa. ae -. >. 
ö 1 0 5 
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dvised as follows: 


Selma, Alabama, was 
; place of employment, 2 


J. S. Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan (USK, KKK). tated he 
‘oined the Klan approximately five or six years ago and only attended two meetings 
st Selmo. He voluntarily left the Klan as he become disillusioned. He initially 
joined thinking it was primarily a social organization; however, after attending 

Wo meetings he learned that they preached white supremacy and he felt they were 
1 somewhat radical group. 


— that to the best of his knowledge the Klon has not been 
active 


Ne is ashamed of the fact that he was once a member of 1 No. 47, 


labama, area for the past four years. He has not received * eure — 
nformation thet they intend to reactivate. 


At the time oined the Klan 


laader of the Klavern No. 4/ wos * 
S presently active in any Klan organization. ihe initiation fee was $12.50 an 
is unable to recall the amount of monthly dues. The Klaverm ot that 
"ime met in office space above the Tillman Drug Company, Selma. — 
was unable to state who occupied or rented the space used by the * at that 
time for their meetings. 


After attending one meeting at Selma was initiated into the 
Klon at Prattville, Alabama. He wos unable to recall the exact le ation. 
Ne advised he took the initiation at Prattville as he was told there was no V 
Klon member or members in Selma capable of performing the initicting ceremony. 
. unable to recall any of the details of the initiating ceremony, due | 
5 the lapse of time. He also stated that inasmuch as he only attended two meetings, ö 
ne is unable to recall any other members of Klavern No. 47 at that time. 


—_ stated that at the two meetings he attended, he did not hear 
any member discuss any plans for violent action against any individual or group. ~~ 
stated should he learn of the Klan reactivating in the Selma, Alabama, 
, o uncover any plans for violent action, he will immediately notify the FBI, 


Me gett 


4/2/65 Selma, Alabama 3 Eile ? Mobile 105-17 SF 19, ey 5 


rr e 


@ocument contains notther reocommendctions ner cnc lee tene of the FBI. it % the property of the FB! — teuneé to — 
egency; &% ead ite contents are net te be distributed outside your egeacy. . : 


e we 8 32 70 — 0 
re se er fe eee Oh . % 
9 @ 2°? 


„ ’ * e * . 
* 777 : 8 2 — 5 ae 
* 0 * * 


0 nee enn FEW We „ n 
* . P 


1! 


9 Alabama, 
furnished the following nfor : 3 
stated he vas visiting in Montgomery, 
Alabama, on Marc » 1965, and that America is a free 
country and it vas ‘nore of the governmert’s d--- business" 


as to why he participated in the klan mocorcade on that 
date. 


was asked if he were a member of the 
klan pa he advised that his father was a klan nende. 
but he refused to state specifically that he was a 
member of the Ku Klux Klan. 


advised the announcement to appea 
in Montgo 8 e motorcade was broadcast over the 
radio but he refused to specify any of the details as 
to who-made the announcement or as to what was said. 


stated that he had never been 
interviewed by the FBI before and that he had never 
been arrested Pig any type of criminal violation. He 
stated he was a God fearing man and has attended church 
all of his life. 


. During the conduct of the interview 
maintained a very arrogant, cocky attitude an ed 


he would refuse to furnish any specific information 
about the Ku Klux Klan in the ee eee area. 
The following description — 


Vas obtained through observation and inte 
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Alabama, telephone 
3anterviewed in a Bureau Car 
Furnished the 


„„. that he had been a member of 
the United Ku RIU: an for approximately one and one-half 
years. He stated after sdmitting to being a member of 

the organization that he valid not furnish any further 
information about other members or meeting places for 
their klavern. 

He stated he had participated in the motorcade = 
ar Montgomery, Alabama, on March 16, 19865, and that he — 
hed been notified about the motorcade through a radio 
announcement. lie advised the radio announcement vas made 
by the White Citizen's Council requestina all white 
citizens to appear in Montqomery and demonstrate for 
their civil raghts. 


stated he felt the klan was a fine, 
worthwhile crganization, but that if he ever developed 
information that members of the klan were to commit 

uno sea he would furnish this anformation to Burezu 
Agents 


ͤ—TU— 3 „ 
cooperative attitude during the entire interview. 


The following description cf eee , 


n obtained through observation ard interview: | 


3-30-65 a _Greenshora,_Al 


* — Senta las neither recommende 
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following information: 


. He advised he vas formerly affiliated with Klavern 27 
of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Selma, Alabama. | 
advised he has not been associated with the Klan for 

and was in the Klan for about 


. he does not plan participating in any 
Klan act es now and has no knowledge 91 present activity 
of Klavern 47. 


* also stated he does not go along with acts of 
violence which have been committed by some members of the Klan. 


advised that shortly after he got out of the 
Klan he received on two different occasions, cards requesting 
that he pay up his dues and re-affiliate in the Klan. However, 
POSEY said he had ket interest in the Klan and would not re- 
affiliate. 
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Sr. D N 
. oo & r ; 


was interviewed at the 
‘Selma, Alabama, and advised the fo 


dvised that he wsa former member of Klavern No. 47, U, S. Klom, 
Klux Klan (USK,KKKK), for o short period of time 
advised that he could not recall the exact dates of his 
that he attended only two or three meetings prior to severing 


is connection with the N longed to | 
_the Exalted Cyclops was i 
tated he does not recall who an other members 


vere at this time dvised that at the meetingshe attended there were only 
bout ten or fifteen me —— 


* ‘hind thet the mates benni d were Nr ina eg hall « Bei 
he second floor above the Tillman Drug Store and that he could not recall who had 

ented the hall or who hod ownership of. it at this time dvised that since the 

ime he attended these meetings, this building had burne d had been replaced 

xy © one-story structure occupied by the Tillmon Drug Company. 


advised that he was initiated into the Klavern ata meeting which 
‘ook place i Not o time and place that he does not recall. 


CHIR advised that while he held membership in Klavern No. 47, he does 
vot recall any mention of violence or plans having been made by the members 
o conduct violence of any type. dvised that he does not now have ny 
znowledge that Klavern No. 47 is still in existence and stated that he would be 
willing to notify the FBI should he receive any information regarding be 
euctivation of Klavern No. 47 or any contemplated violence by ony individuals 
in Selma, Alabama. 3 
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was for segregation of the races and vas organised to 
eegregationists, 


but denied participating 
members. 


-- He got feed up with talking about 
that was brought up at the meetings, but s 
not for this either uud all the leaéers 
ecare or intiridate the Ne 
to knock heads. 


from 25 


u one of thes, ani said this q 
on Klien Kraft. <All this man’s speeches stressed 


in efdition to participating 
other Klansmen haf talked to a 
few white and Negro drunks who they heard beat their wives in 
order to try to straighten then out. 7 i 


Be denied knoving enything about 6 Klan motorcade in 
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Montgomery, Alabama, on March 21, 1965. 


He believed that the mrder of Mrs. LIUZZ0 on March , 


1965, had dried w all local remanents of Klan feeling 
about gone. | 


He said his impression of 
segregation but is ro 


as a politician und said he never knev 
to encourage violence. 


The following description 
from observation and interrogation: 


— 


tetemding lc 
ve committee of the White Citisens Council and set policy 


vity of the organisation along with himself. The policy 
itizens Council is non-violence ani obedience to | 


in trying to influence church decisions 
The White Citizens Coumcil 


ik ches Guided Gad bh Mane Gethin Ghd cow tenateal 
dy the Klan in Montgomery, Alabama, on Sunday, March 21, 1965. 


comection with this motorcade or encouraged anyone to join N. 

He said if any member of the White Citisens Council esked anyone 
to join this motorcade, they had done so as an individual and not 
as a White Citisen Council meaber end be has heard nothing of 48. | 
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) — Selma, ~—hbame. He furniaher 


He said he has never been a member of any Kn 
Dut was contacted in 1957 by an wminown individual 
reside in Selma, Ala. , to jo a local 


ation, never attended 
eny dues to any Klan organisation. 


( that be 214 not know the nams or 
in any vay of the persons who haf contacted him to 
furnish no information as to how they 
y selected him to becom ea member. 
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me following: 


~ advised he was a former member of Klavern No. 47, | 
J, S. Klonzz Katohts of the Ku Klux Klan (USK,KKKK) for a short period of time | 
odvised he could not recall the exact 
ates of his membership and stated he attended only two meetings prior to severing 
is connection with the Klan. dvised that during the period of 


he belonged to Klavern No. 4/he believes that the Exalted Cyclops was 
but that he could not be certain of this. dvised that 


does not recall who any of the other members were during this period of time. 
advised that at the meetings he attended there were . about ten 
w titteen members present. 


— —— — —ä— — — A — 


— + i--3: that he ‘could not recall where these meetings ” 
were held but stated that they were in the downtown area of Selma, Alobomoa 
and that they were on the second floor of a building in this a 
wvised he did not know who held ownership of this hall nor any of the details 


sonceming Its rental. 


— . was initiated into the Klan at a 
necting which was convened in the time and place he 
foes not recall. 


ö that while he held membership in Klovern 
No. 47 he does not recall any mention of violence or any plans having been 
‘nade by the members to conduct violence of any type. advised 

ve does not now hove any knowledge that Klavern No. 4/ is still in existence 

ind stated he would be willing to notify the FBI should he receive any information 
‘egarding the reactivation of Klavern No. 47 or any contemplated violence by : 
any individuals in Selma, Alabama. ; 


me following description was obtained through Interrogation and 
wservation: . eo 
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Srmerly a member of Klovem No. 47 of the Kk 
‘urther advised a has not been active in the Klavern in over five years, 
o plans of reactivating in the Klan. 
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further stated he knows of no present activity of klovem No. 47 
and cou 


ish no information as toany activities now being engaged in by any 
low en. 
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APPENDIX 


U. S. KLANS, KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN, N., 
ALSO KNOWN AS THE U. S. KLANS — f 


—B —— 


A source advised on October 12, 1956, that ELDON LEE EDWARDS * 
a new klan group in Atlanta, Georgia, tn 1953. This organization received o „ 
cutter in Georgia in October, 1955, under the name U.S. Klans. e same . 3 
bdDoorce, ond a second source, advised in May, 1960, that U. S. Klans has no direct © 
affiliation with any previous klan group, but utilizes, with only minor changes, 
the klan kloran or ritual written in about 1915 by WILLIAM JOSEPH SIMMONS 
for use by the old Knights of the Ku Klux Klan (1915-1944), 


These sources advised that the U.S. Klons hos as its principal elan ol 
abjectives the promotion of Americanism, white supremacy and segregation of the 
races. On numerous occasions EDWARDS announced that these objectives — 
be attained by legal means and without violence. 


The first source and a third source advised in February, 1961, that at that 
time o split occurred in U.S. Klans, which resulted in a great mofority of the 
officers and members pulling out and forming o new kian group known as ) United 55 
‘Alans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of America, ine. — — N ee 


- * 
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These sources advised in May, 1962, that * a amet is abe pis a pe 2 . 
of existence and only a few units remain. 5„˖; — i 
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SAC, MOBILE E (SELMA) 4 


S. 
EUGENE MO MAS, 
ET Al; . * 7 (> 
MRS. VIOLA GREGG” LIUZZO (deceased - VICTIM; 
LEROY JEROME4MOTON = VICTIM 
ATTACKS ON THE VICTIMS IN LOWNDES rn 
ALABAMA, MARCH 25, 1965 


Re Bureau tel April 10, 1965, views the preparation of o summary 
memo in captioned matter suitable for dissemination outside Bureau. 


= — —— „ =e — 


i A copy of the memo prepored is enclosed for completion of 
Bureau files. No further action will be taken concerning this matter 
until further advice is received from the Bureau. 


In order that the Bureau may be aware of the components of 
the summary memo, the following is a breakdown on the — which 
were incorporated into the summary: 


| Report of — 3/30/65 ot Mobile- 70. 
poges 4 through 65, 67 through ITY, and 12 through 155. 


Report of ASAC ROBERT JENSEN dated — at — Ret 
Cover page E, and pages 4 through 77, 


Report of — 9 ot 8 


pages 3 and 4, 4 
+ Ps ne. 4. 4 * bh 


Report of — 465, 5 Mobile 5 aes bx 5 
pages 2 through 10 (delete poges |2-16 and 2A, A, and C, Id through 
36, 36A; B, ond C, 39 through 41A, and 43 ond 20 yi; gag, ug J.. 
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eport dated 4/2/65, at Detroit-- 4 
2 through 4, i 
of SAW dated 4/3/65, at Mobile - 
Poges 3 through 0. 


Report of ASAC ROBERT JENSEN dated 4/5/65, at Birmingham - 
Pages 2 through 7, 9 through Il, and 13. 
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EUGENE THOMAS; 

WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON; 

COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, R.; 

GARY THOMAS ROWE, R.; 

MRS. VIOLA GREGG LiuzZzO 8 VICTIM; 
LEROY JEROME MOTON - VICTIM 

ATTACKS ON THE VICTIMS IN LOWNDES COUNTY, _ 
— MARCH 25, 15868 — ——— 


Information set forth here in reflects results of investigation 
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation concerning the attacks on 
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO (deceased) and LEROY JEROME MOTON 
while they were driving from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, on 
Highwoy 80 East in Lowndes County, ee on the night of 
March 25, 1965. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
it is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents . 
ere not to be distributed 3 your o gene. 
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Begro civil rights demonstrators conducted a ren from Selma, 
Alabama,. to Montgomery, Alabama, March 21-25, 1965. ‘he purpose of the 
march was to dramatize voting registration restrictions in Alabama 
end to present to Governor GEORGE C. WALLACE a petition of grievances. 
The march was led by Dr. MARTIN IWTHER KING. It culminated in front 
of the State Capitol, Montgomery, Alabama, March 25, 1965, with som 
12,000 demonstrators attending the ceremonies. The ceremonies ~** 
fn front of the State Capitol commenced at approximately 1:35 FM 
and lasted until approximately 4:10 PM, March 25, 1965. The 
crowd dispersed generally at the conclusion in all directions at 
request of Rev. RALPH ABERNATHY, Southern Christian leadership 
Conference (SCLC), who served as master of ceremonies. From 
Observation there appeared no organized plan for the dispersal of | 
the marchers and those from Selma, Alabama, were returning to Selma 
by common carrier, trucks, and private automobiles. , 


: At Montgomery, Alabama, on March 21, 1965, IRA DE MENT, 
Attorney for the City of Montgomery, telephonically advised the 
Montgomery Resident Agency. of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
that a request was received by the Montgomery City Commission addressed 
to the Board of Commissioners by Parade Director BOBBY SHELTON 

signed by F. M. VANN, dated March 20, 1965, and represented the 
Knights of the Klux Kan of America, Inc. Mr. DE MENT believed 

that the Ku was probably an error of omission. The reason for the 


rate vas listed as "to protest the order issued by FRANK JOHNS! — 8 


truck through and Federal Court written above) allowing 5 day 
ee march from Selma, Alabama, to Montgomery, Alabama”. 
DE MENT advised the City Commission had on March 21, 1965, issued a 
permit allowing a parade beginning at 2 PM, March 21, 1965, in the 
2200 block of Madison Avenue, Montgomery, Alabama, proceeding vest | 
on Madison Avenue to Madison and Bainbridge Streets, south on 
Bainbridge to Bainbridge and Dexter, west on Dexter to Court Square. 
The return route vould be the sam. All were ordered to conduct 


themselves in orderly manner and no one in the parade would =: 


‘wear masks. When the parade ended the group vas ordered to 


oo in an orderly manner, The permit expired 6 N, March n. > 
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A Man motorcade led by ROBERT SHELTON, Imperial Wizard, © 
United Hans of Amrica, in car number one, and BOB CREEL, Grand 
Dragon of Alabama, in car number two, consisting of some 240 | 
people in 83 cars decorated with confederate flags departed 
Patterson Field, Madison Avenue, Montgomery, 2:40 PM, March 21, 1965. 
Bureau Agents observed this motorcade. Most of the cars vere 
ecccupied by family groups, well dressed. A few old cars vere 
occupied by men dressed in overalls. ead cars vere observed 24 
carrying signs such an “Voting rights - yes; Special attention 
mo"; "Be a Man - Join the Klan", ani "KKK forever”. 


The motorcade rather than disbanding at the Court Square 
in Montgomery, Alabama, continued on past the Court Square and 
proceeded to the city limits of Prattville, Alabama, where the 
occupants of the cars took the confederate "flags off the cars und 
disbanded completely going away in different directions. Wo speech 
making was made at the disbanding spot. The entire group was 
G@isbanded at 3:32 FM, March 21, 1965. 
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JAMES, Mayor of Montgomery, Alabama, fe ae 
the proper person to produce the application for the Parade 
Permit and the permission given to parade. 
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BUREAU OF aT 


of mee 3 f = 1, 1965 


*Board of Commissioner 
=*City of Montgomery 
"Attention: L. B. Sullvian 


“We The Knights, of The Klux Klan of America , inc. Respectively Request 
Permission to Parade in Dowtown Montgomery, Alabama, March 21,1965, 
_.. Time: 2 O'Clock. ___ a oO 
Route: 


Starting Place: 1201 Madison Avenue, mne Lot Across Fron 
Cramton Bowl, 


Preceding West on Madison Ave to Bainbridge. 
_ Bainbridge South to Dexter Ave. 
Vest on Dexter Ave. to the Fountain on Court — 


Return Route: 


East on Dexter Ave. to Bainbridge 

North on Bainbridge to Madison Ave. 

East on Madison to 1201 ä — Lot 2 From Creates ; 
Bowl, Sisperse. : : 


9287 . « 5 


— 2 eo 


Reason: 
To Protest Order Issued By Federal Court pees A Five 1 
Demonstration March From Selma, Alabama to Montgomery, An. 
Parade Director, 
Bobby Shelton 
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on Mh 21, 1965, at approximately 12:30 M, a number of autonobiles 
2 Observed being parked in the parking lot of Crampton Bowl, Montgomery, Alabama. 
eutomobiles were parked in lines facing Madism Avenue and persons arriving 
these vehicles were observed placing confederate flags on these automobiles. 

’ GRY SHELTON, Imperial Wizard, United Mans of America, Inc., Knights of we 
Qu Klan, was observed standing in front of the parked automobiles | 3 
king to other people. Several cars were observed bearing signs with the 
gan, “BE A MAN JOIN THE KLAN". 


5 J. B. STONER, an attorney vho resides near Atlanta, n was. 
srved in Crampton Bowl with his 1960 Oldsmobile, bearing 1964 Georgia 
mse numer 248697, parked with the other vehicles. STONER's automobile 


a large cocfederate flag flying from the radio antema, located on the 
st side of this vehicle near the front. 


At erproxinately 2:50 FM, the vehicles left Crampton Bowl parking 
forming a motorcade and proceeded through the city of Montgomery and 
of Mcntgomry on U. S. Highway 31 where the motorcade pulled over to 
side of the highway and dispersed. 


| The following license plate mumbers were observed parked in the 
upton Bowl parking lot or in the motorcade: 
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The following vehicle license numbers were 8 
observ d an automobiles which assembled at the Crampton ~~ 
Bowl Parking Lot on the afternoon of March 21, 1965: 


Make of Car Year No. Car Description D We No leert 


Chevrolet 1960 Impala, blue with Not known 
one white male 
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Chevrolet 1964 Impala, black in ‘Not known 
color ä 
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2 2 4 ‘og - 2 * 


Ford Mustang 1965 Blue 


Pontiac 1962 Grand Prix, two 
door hardtop, 
entenna 
(Shelton) 


Chevrolet 1964 Impala, white 61 " 


Fiz mouth 1964 Fury, blue, two Not known 
white males 


Plymouth 1964 Fury, two-tone an 


blue and white 
Chevrolet 1961 mala, gray color, i | 


* two white males 


N 
Plymouth \2965 Blue, four door . - 
chevrolet 1965 : Black | aa 


Cadillac : * | Red 


white color 
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Year No. Car Description 


Ford Mustang 1965 Blue color 


Chevrolet 1960 One-ton pick-up 
. truck, one nale, 
one female, 
one child 


' Pontiac — Green — 
P ·¹ 00 W i. . 
males, 
Citizens Band 
radio 


Buick 1951 Gray over cream . 


Rambler 1965 Maroon over 
beige 


Dodge 19633 Dart, white 
color 


Plymouth 1964 Fury, blue color — 


Pontiac 1964 Gold, 2-door n 


MNeroury 1961 Black and white 
2-door 


Chrysler 1963 2-door blue 
6 or 7 white 
males 


Cadillac 1955 Brown and 
= beige 


- Plymouth 1960 White color 
chevrolet. 1951 Green pick-up 
or truck 


White station 
‘wagon with 4 
white males 
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88597 “as 855 8 a), 
1955 Green sedan, four 
white nales — 


Oldsmobile 1956 Tuo-tone green 1 
md white, two 
white males 


3 Falcon 1960 or Ned sedan 
—— 2 ee 1961 — üäcäᷓ —U—— 


Chevrolet Olive green 
color 


Metallic tan 


Beige and white n 
Eardtop Wildcat, — 
blue with black 


top, one white . 
male and one white 
female 


Plymouth Station wagon, 
white 


Chevrolet Bel Air, white 
- male, female and 
some children 


Chevrolet . Black with two 
° nales 


White, four-door, 
with four white 
nales 55 „ 


Hardtop, four-door 
white colcr 
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Oldsmobile 


Chrysler 
Plymouth 


Chevrolet 
Ford 


Chevrolet 


Cadillac 
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Chrysler 


Filiznouth 


1962 or 
1963 


1962 


1958 
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1956 


1963 
1955 


1963 
1961 


1959 


uae 


1958 


Pick-up, two 
white males 


Green four-door, 
four white — 
Two-tone blue 
four-door, three 
white males 


Blue four-door, 
seven whit males 


White 


Light blue - 
3 8 own) 


Red, two white 
males and one 
white female 


* . f Ran, K. . 
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No license 


Green Savoy 1 
two white males 


no license 
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Black Fleetwood, 


four-door, two 
antennas 


New Yorker, red 


| and white 


Blue color, 
Pury 


Black 


Beige, four . 
-Goor, twmales 
and two females | 
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Car Deseript ion 1965 ber rd) | 
Red and black, n 
four males | 

Chevrolet 1963 | White . . 


= Ford 1964 Blue two door — = 

: with one white 
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Chevrolet 1964 impala, red and Not known 
white 


Chevrolet 1965 Two-door, red 
color 


Chevrolet 1958 Station wagon, a 
Red and white 
Buick 1956 Special, green aa 
over white “4 


DeSoto 1956 or Gold and white _ 
1957 with four white 
males 


Chevrolet 1962 Maroon, two door Not known 
hard top 


Chevrolet 1956 Two-door Bel Air, a 
5 a green color, white 
male and white 8 
female, 
apr oximately 60 
years of age 


White over aqua . 


two-door Bel Air 
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Makefof Car Year No.. Caz Description 196 Ala Ta Mo. 
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Studebaker 1959 or 1960 Lark, black, „ 
two white males 


Chevrolet 1948 Black . 


DeSoto . 1958 Gold and Cream, „ 
three white nales 
chevrolet 1963—ñꝛ Red ala, 
| two white males 85 
Chevrolet 1 White Impala, = 
one white nale | 


Buick . Black color <B 


Chevrclet Green 


Chevrolet Light green 


Impala 
Ford White 


Chevrolet Nova, white 
done white male 


Ford Station Wagon, 
, : red ardiwhite 


Chrysler Convertible, 
; beige, two white 
8 „ males 
. Mercedes Benz 6 Two-door sedan, 
white, one male 
and three white 
females 
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“Pontiac | unnen rand Prix . 
Chevélie . Unknown Red, three white - 
„„ males 
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Volkswagen 
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Year No. 


Uninown 


Cer Description 


Four-door, blue 
and white 


Red and white 
station wagon 


Gray in colcr 


th Fort Benning 


7G ae 


Chevrolet 


Mercury 
Comet 


Cbevrolet- 
Pontiac 
Ford 


1962 
1958 


1951 
1958 
1962 


White 
3 white males 


Black 
Green 


Two males, 


two females, 
three children 


Chevrolet .1964 
Faicon Unknown White, with 1 
5 white males 


The following license numbers were observed 
and descriptions of vehicles not obtained: 
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The enten license plates for 1965 keene * 
were observed at the ku Klux Klan rally in Montgomery 
On Harth 21, 1965. Motor Vehicle Registration records reflect 
these tags issued as follows, by counties: 
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3 door 
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1964 Pontiac, 
four-door 


1964 Chrysler 
NP convertible 


1961 Oldsmobile 
88, four door 


41965 Chevrolet, 
four door, 
Impala 


1962 Buick - - sine 
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1950 Dodge, 
four door 


1962 Ford A 


2962 Chevrolet 
— a 
door. 
1964 . 
Wildcat 
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1955 Chevrolet 


1965 rord 
Mustang 


1964 Rambler, 
four door 


1964 Chevy + 5 
four door bear hse 


. 1960 Chevrolet, 
four door 


1962 Buick 
Special | 
four door 1 
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1954 Chevrolet , 
sedan 
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1961 Triumph | 
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1965 Cadillac, 
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1955 Buick, 
four door 


1957 Cadillac, 
four door 
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1963 Ford, 
two door 


1965 Ford 
Mustang 


1964 Rambler 
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1955 Ford, . 
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1962 Studebaker _ 
WP 
1958 chevrolet, ee 
four door Sn si) 


7 * 


1960 Ford 
Falcon 


ee 2 15 


1958 n 8 
two door : 


1956 Plymouth, 
two door 


1954 Chevrolet 


1956 Pontiac, 
four door 


1954 Cadillac 
DeVille 


1955 DeSoto — 92 80 
two door 


1964 Pontiac 
GP, two door 


1965 Pontiac, 
four door 


gm te 


' n 3 3 
„„ 8 6g „ee „„ Se Ee OD <r . 0 
ä ‘. 
5 4 1 ' “ip 
— 
8 


— @.- =? 


1948 chevrolet, 8 * 2 ‘ 


* 


4 


— 


a ; . * — — . 8 ae 9 0 5 5 * rae * 
N lad * = . °¢ e’ 0 — 
— 3 * — 2 e °- * . — 2 e e a g 0 . 
290 — ‘ete „ — Se — — — — — 48 ~ ae — * — . * wae 7 


. 192 . 22 ee ; a ** — ee * 1 


2 4 . * 


. 


ak 7 r Oe pe OO Ew we * 


r 


og | 
8 


ren 
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1962 Dodge *. 8 
four door 


1958 Pontiac, 5 
tuo door —— 5 

1965 Chevrolet 

Impala 
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1965 Chevrolet 
Chevelle Super 
Sports er, 


1965 Chevrolet 
Spt 
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1957 * 


Nova 
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1963 em ae 


1962 Chevrolet 
BelAir que 
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1955 Oldsmobile 


1962 Ford two. 
door 
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1962 Mercedes, 
four door °° 
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1957 Mercury 5 


four door 


1960 Dodge 


1965 1 
two door, Super 
Sports 


1956 Oldsmobile, 
two door ä 


1961 Falcon 
station wagon 


1960 Dodge, ...°.-:: 
four. door f. 
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1952 Chevrolet ‘ 
two door 1 
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1959 Buick, two 
door 


1956 Chrysler, 
four door 


„ > 


2 — = ee * 
7 * * 


2 . 3 — 


1962 Chovreiet. » 
two door 


1958 Ford, 
four door 


1959 Chevrolet, : 


two door 
VIN FS9J301124 


1964 Chevrolet, 
two door, 
VIN 418475143948 


1963 Chevrolet ? 4 
Inpa la, two door, PO be 
VIN 818474110043 a 
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It is to be noted that the automobile of subject 
EUGENE THOMAS was noted in connection with this Rally. 
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il ACTIVITIES OF VIOLA LIUZZO IN 
— SELMA-MONTG OMERY_ AREA 
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Miss FRANCES JACKSOH, 137C George Washington Carver Somes,” 597 84 
» Alabama, furnished the following information: — . aie ie pia Si 


Saal 
a So a 


She first met Mrs. VIOLA 1220 of betroit, Michigan, on 
ae arch 19, 1965. A boy brought Mrs. 17420 fiom the Brom Chapel 
A Church to the sesidence of Miss JACKSON ani her mother nd advised 
, the JACKSONs that Mrs. LIUZZO was assiged to live in their apartment 
during the week of the civil rights ee march from — 
to Montgomery, u. 


Mrs. LIUZZO stayed Friday, iii and Sunday * i. 
the JACKSON residence. She left Sumiay worning and marched with the 
marchers from Selma, Alabama, pacing Stage tet Aena, — b 
to the apartment that ser Sunday evening, ‘March Al, 1865. 


. ‘ 
ee ei te oe ee et 


~ —— 
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‘Mrs. 11220 remained at the JASESON hom and in the area 
untjl Wednesday morning between 6:30 ani 7:00 AM, March 24, 1965. At 
this time she departed from the JACKSON apartment to join the marchers 
near Montgomry, Alabama. This was the last tim that Miss JACKSON 
sav Mrs. LIZZ. 1 


During her residence in the apartment, Mrs. LIUZZO afivised * 
Miss JACKSON that abe had been working with colored people in Detroit, 
Michigan, and that she had com: to Selza, Aera, to participate in the 
eivil rights march from Selma to Montgerery, Alabanza. 


Miss JACKSON advised that Ms. LIUZZ0 ha’ been alone vhen 
ehe. came to their hom and she did not know if Mrs. LIUZZ) had been 


accompanied by any persons on her trip from Detroit, — 
Selma, Alabama. 
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es Mrs. WILLIE LEE JACKSON, Apartment 137 C, Score 
ashington @arver Apartments, advised that she is manager 
® Smith's Cafe, 1811 Griffin Street, and works every day 
com 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. . 


She stated that she has resided in Seine, 
labama, during the past twelve years and during the past 
4o months has been helping with preparation of food 
srved to the demonstrators at Brown's Chapel on Sylvan 
treet. She stated that she is not a member of any 


_ sganization, however, has been helping with the food and 


Iso making her apartment available for sleeping quarters 
sr some of the people coming to Selma who are involved 
ith the racial demonstrations. 


aS She stated that when she returned home on 
*iday, March 19, 1965, she found that a Mrs. LIUZZO, | 
210m she knows better as "VI," had moved into her apartment, ae 
1 been sent there by someone who was in charge of - 
sgistering the arriving demonstrators and furnishing them 
ith places to stay. She stated that she believes Mrs. 
IUZZO had arrived in Selma sometime during the morning of 


_ arch 19, 1965, from Detroit, Michigan. She stated Mrs. 


IUZZO was travel! na alone and, to her knowledge, never 
mt with any other person while around Selma. 


She stated that also staying in her apartment 
are four white women, identified as follows: 


“KITS" Last name unknown, from California, mo 
dayed until March 21, 1965, at which time she went on 
ae march to Montgomery. : 


A ahite woman, name unknown, who departed Saturday 
orning, March :20, 1965, and she did not know where this 


. oman came from or went to; however, her luggage * still 
.S Mrs. JACKSON's apartment. 
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A white woman, named JOAN, last name unknown, ° rom 
» Who departed the apartment on Wednesday, March 2B, 
) dute to Montgomery. 
- o6 4.8 
' “PAT last name unknown, who avrives eens’ Boston 
n March 20, 1965, and who left on March 21, 1965. 


Mrs. JACKSON stated that there were also two Negro 
iris, SHIRLEY last name unknown and DEAN last name unknown, 
ho came together from Boston, Massachusetts, on Friday, 8 
arch 19, 1965, and departed Sunday evening, March 21, 1965, 
t — aaa 9:00 p.m. enroute back to Boston. 
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urs. JACKSON stated that her Geughter, FRANCES "6 eae eee 

ACKSON, age 17, stayed at the apartment during the day- | 
ime hours and has told Mrs. JACKSON that Mrs. LIUZZO 
tayed around the apartment all day every day either sleeping 
r playing with FRANCES' baby, except for an hour or. so 
ach day when Mrs. LIUZZO went to Brown's Chapel. : 

Mrs. JACKSON stated that she was home every 
vening during this period and Mrs. LiUZZ0O stayed in the 
partment every evening with the exception of about an hour 
r less each evening when she left the apartment saying 
he was going to Brown's Chapel. 


Mrs. JACKSON said she had numerous conversations 

ith Mrs. LIUZZO and found her to be a person who likes 

veryone she meets and after a while, you had the feeling ~ . 

ou had known her a long time. She said during her conver- 

ations Mrs. LIUZZO never mentioned anything to her . 

ndicating that she had been molested or involved in any, 

rouble while in Seima. Mrs. LIUZZO appeared to be in 

ood health and the only medication she knows of was nn 
 janday, March 21, 1965, when Mrs. LIUZZO took an aspirin. Sas 

ne said Mrs. LIUZZO told her that her husband did not want . 

er to go to Selma, Alabama, however, if she really believed 5 

n the march from Selma to — for her to 80 FF 

‘own - Selma, - 


urs. JACKSON said to her knowledge, Mrs. 10220," 8 . 2 
nen she lef&t the apartment, was always alone one that ahe a 
te mostjof her meals at the 2. 15 „ 
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“She stated that it was her egen 4 chat eme .ꝗ— A: 72 

rkers of the SCIC were using Mrs. LIUZZO's automobile ™-- 
rom the tine she arrived in Selma, including taking it 8 
he march from Selma to Montgomery, as Mrs. JACKSON hgñaa 
ever seen her automobile. Mrs. JACKSON recalled that on 
unday, March 21, 1965, between 8:30 a.m. and 9:00 a. n., 
rs. LIUZZO was assigned to answering the telephone inan 
partment 134 C, which is occuppied by ERMATINE WILLIAMS, 
mn which people in connection with the demonstrations were 
alling, possibly for — but she is not certain 
hat the calls were about. 


Mrs. JACKSON 66d = at approximately 6:30 to 
8 a. m., on Wednesday, March 2, 1965, Mrs. -LIUZZO left 
he apartment alone on foot stating she was going to — PTE 
roms Chapel to catch a bus to Montgomery, Alabama, to 
w. Jude's Hospital, where she intended to take part in 
he march from St. Jude's onto the Alabama State Capitol 
wallding in Montgomery. She said Mrs. LIUZZ0O told her 
© that time that her automobile was in Montgomery all the 
hile Mrs. LIUZZO was staying at Mrs. JACKSON's residence, 


„ 


: Mrs. JACKSON stated that she never again saw 
irs. LIUZZO after about 7:00 a.m. on Wednesday, March AR, 


955. 


Mrs. JACKSON was shown a photograph of a . 
962 Chevrolet, white over red in color; however, she stated 
he has never seen such an automobile in the vicinity : 
F her apartment. She was also shown photographs of 
ANT THOMAS ROWE, COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, EUGENE HAAS, : 
nd WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, and stated that she had never a 
een any of these men to her knowledge. : ae ae 
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By communication of March 26, 1965, the Detroit 7 
5 ortice-Aevised that records of the Michigan Secretary x 
of State Office, Lans ing, Michigan, indicated a 1963 
Oldsmobile Coupe, 1965 Michigan license £59177, was ve 
registered to ANTHONY J. LIUZZO, 19375 Marloe, Detroit, 
Michigan, Vehicle Registration No. 6326M60486, A 1 85 
Michigan Operators License, No. L200-847-015-283, was 
issued on April 16, 1963, to VIOLA LIUZZO, born April 
11, 1925; address 19375 Marloe, Detroit, Michigan; | 
described as a female, blonde hair, gray ** 5 Leet 
2 inches tall, weighing 127 pounds. 


revealed that 1 375 Marloe, Detroit, 
Michigan, born April ll, 1925, at California, Pennsylvania, 
was arrested on June 16, 1964, for "failing to send 
children to school"; no disposition was shown. 


The 1964 Detroit Directory revealed that 
ANTHONY J. LIUZZO, wife VIOLA, resided at 19375 Marloe.. 
Street, and that he was employed as Business Agent for 


the Teamsters of Detroit, Michigan. 


It was also known to the Detroit Office that 
in 1953 an ANTHONY J. LIUZZO, 18491 Marloe Street, 
Detroit, Michigan, was under investigation in connection 
with a Labor Management Relations Act investigation in 
4 He was later dropped as a subject in this invest i- 
gation, 


ANTHONY J. * born Oe tober 5, 1913, disclosed that 


LIUZZ was arrested in 1953 on a charge of "Conspiracy . 
to Request and Accept Money.” LIUZZO was Business Agent 
for Teamster Local 247 at the time of arrest. This charge 

was dismissed. „ 
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— EIWARD ORAMIE, home address 2310 25th ii inte 4 
» Alabama, vas interriewed at the Brom Chapel AME Church, «| 
, Alabama. He furnished the following information. =~ . | 


= One Gay during the civil rights march from Selma, fom, 

tw % Mn ry, Adana, held between March 21 and 25, . 

| uin announcement at Brown Chapel AME church concerning transportation 
for persons on the march. E believed this annowmcesent vas made 
on Tuesday, March 23, 1965. He requested that perscns who had automobiles 
Se ee 


the audience. 


After this ennouncsemat ome of the perscas who cam forward 
and volunteereS the wee of her automobile for tranzporting civil 
Tights marchers on the march vas Mrs. A Ge aria, 12 
. Rev. U advised that this vas the sam iniiviiual who hai later - - 
deen killed on Thursday nigt.t, Merch 25, 195, near Selma, Abena. 


Rev. CHANGE efivised that to the best of his recollection 
thie was the only tim he held any conversation vith Mee. LIZZ 
during the © Feriod she was in — Alabama. 
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7 
7 Abena, furnished the following inforzation: 


iss IRL e ; 
“terse n rr only through heving mt her on the street in the George’ 


-Washington Cervei Dns area during the past week. She recalled that Mrs. > 


1220 had stopped and tazhes to her a fev minutes on the street. heir 


-@nversation consisted only of a discvesion about the rainy veather. 


She did not know at this tim this white voran's nam but was later 
e thet this person was the woman vho hei been tilled on the : 
highway near Selma, Alabama, on the nicht of March 4, 1965. 


Mrs. MITCHELL stated that this convessation which * had 
with Mrs. LIUZZO was the ny tim ebe bs? a oe 
believed this conversation vas held on Weduesday, March 24, 155. 
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Mrs. I TEA WASHBURN, home Adress Atlanta, Wai ee 
terviewed at 100 George Washington Carver Homes, Selma, = -- 
| Mrs. WASHSURN refused to give her hom address and 
-- gtated.as the reason for her refusal, ber fear of retribution dy 1 
—_ 6s 
ormation. | 


Mrs. WASHBURN advisei she bai on one occasion during 
the period March 21 to 25, 1965, ha? lunch with a woman who 
introduced herself? as Mrs. VIOLA 170220 fre Detroit, Michigan. 
‘This lunch vas held at Brow Chapel AT Church, Selma, Alabama, 
where the civil rights mrchess were teirgs fed meals. 5 


= During this conversation with Mes, LIUZZC, Mrs. LIUZZ0 — 

Mrs. WASHBURN "I had to com because of brutality in Selma, Alabama. ..-'. =: >: 

I don't see how anybody coulé keep from cering”. Mrs. LIUZZ0 

indicated she had com to Selma, Alabama, for the specific purpose 

of participating in the civll rights dencnstration march from Selina, 

Alabama, to Montgomery, Alabam. ‘ 
“Mrs. L102Z0 also advised Mra. WALESUER “she sent a check | 

here to buy food or somthing for these people”. Mrs. 0 also 


asked what the demonstrators neels3 ore, fool or money. 


After this questicr by Mrs. IZ, Mrs. WASHBURN 
searched for a person in charge ani discussed this question with 
some minister whose name she esr not recail. This zinister told her 
that either food or money would be: a sceptable. Mos. WASHBURN 
relayed this information to Mrs. LIZZ). — | 


Mrs. LIUZZO asked Mrs. V Mere she was from and 
Mrs. WASHBURN advised her she was from Atlanta, Georgia. Mrs. 

’ WASHBURN stated that she told Mrs. LIJ2Z0 to be careful while in 
Selma, Alabama, because she De from peracaal experience that a 
lot of innocent persons in tle south: had been killed. She 
further advised Mrs. LIUZZO that ven in this area were in as 
much danger as the men. 


Mrs. WASHBURN seid she tolé Mrs, LIUZZO that this was a 
Se 
Gangerous place. 
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terre at 100 George Vashington Carver Homs, — 
She furnished the following rornation. 5 


“ During the period March 21 to 25, 1965, Mire, LAISON hed been 

working in the kitchen at Brows Chapel AMS Church, Selma, Alabama. 
One day during this week, exact day nod recalled, but believed to de 
Tuesday, March 23, 1965, a woman introdvsed herself to Mra. LAISOH 
An the kitchen. This woman stated that she vas Mrs. VIOLA L1UZZ0 
of Detroit, Michigan. Mrs. LIUZZ9 asked Mre. LVS to ride with 
her from Selma, Alabama, to Montgomery, Madama, to take 80 persons : 
to Montgomery for the last cay's nach cn that city. This was to be ae 
a portion of the civil rights rach Pog ö enn. to Montgomry, 
“ta she intentod to drive her om vehicle in cer that e transportation 
would be available as needee. 


Mrs. LAWSON stated that to the beet of her ne this 
was the only tim she had any Ciscussicn with s. VSOLA LICZZO. | 
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tladephia Office on April |, 1965, forwarded a Certification of 


Grth for Mrs. LIUZZO. 


This Birth Certificate wos signed by C. I. WILBAR, R., and was dated 
Aarch 31, 1965, bearing the seal of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania under the 
umber 451409. it certified that in file No. 56399-25 a record of birth was filed 
n April 18, 1925, showing that on April Il, 1925, in Pike Run Township, Pennsylvania, 
t female child, VIOLA FAUVER GREGG, was born to HEBER GREGG and EVA, 


widen name Wi LSON. 
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By communication of March 27, 1965, the Detroit 95 5 8 
Office duised as follows: et EY 


: ve 6—— — Records Division, Michigan 
Secretary tate's ice nsing, Michigan, on March 26, 
1965, advised that 1963 Oldsmobile coupe, with 1965 Michigan 
license EJ 9177, is registered to ANTHONY J. LIUZZO at 19375 


Marlowe, Detroit, Michigan. This vehicle has Vehicle 
Identification Number 632160486. 


be 3 Drivers Service Division, ci 
Michigan SeCretary of State's Office, advised that operator's Seer 


license number L200-847-015-283 was issued April 16, 19833, 
to a VIOLA LIUZZO, born April 11, 1925, residing at 19375 . 
Marlowe, Detroit. The license described VIOLA LIUZZO as 

female, blond hair, gray eyes, 5'24", 127 pounds. 


& 
advised that a VIOLA LIUZZO, 19375 
| etroit, Michigan, born on April 11, 1925, was 


arrested June 16, 1964, charged with "failing to send children 
- to school.” he arrest card indicated that a VIOLA FAUVER 
LIUZZO, of 19375 Marlowe, a resident of Detroit for 13 years 
prior to June 16, 1964, had been arrested by officers of the 
Detroit Police Department on June 16, 1964, at 8:45 a.m. at 
13365 Schaefer, Detroit, Michigan. VIOLA FAUVER LIUZZO was 
arrested on warrant 208967 on the complaint of Mr. WILLIAM 
LAKIN, 5057 Woodward, Detroit, Michigan, the latter being 
associated with the Detroit Board of Education. The tes 
of the arrest vas shown as one year probation and $50. 00 fine. vd 


* — 


The anaes file was Detroit Recorders Court file 
number 208967. 


7 “Detroit Recorders Court Judge JOSEPH GILLIS, 3 
March 26, 1965, advised that he recalled the case concerning 
VIOLA LIUZZO, and stated that he was of the opinion that 
VIOLA LIUZZO. was a professional crusader. Her complaint ~- =. 
at the time she was brought before him on a charge of _— : 
to send children to school, was the fact that in Detroit 
‘children are permitted to drop out of school at the age of 
16 and WIOLA LIUZZO felt that the 9 should not be we . 
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perni ed to drop out of school until ach the age of 18, 


and for that reason she refused to send her own children to 


2 . — 


Judge JOSEPH GILLIS stated that he adjourned the 
case from June 16, 1964, to September, 1964, hoping that 8 
VIOLA LIUZZO would be able to adjust this matter without his 
aid and that during that period he received a letter fron 
the Detroit Board of Education advising that they did not : 
desire to prosecute. Judge GILLIS stated that he was willing 
to drop thematter but that VIOLA LIUZZO insisted on being 
tried and entered a plea of guilty, and that he then placed 


her on one year's probation with a fine of $50.00. Judge 8 5 


GILLIS stated that after the trial he received information 
from the Probation Department of the Detroit Recorders Court 
that VIOLA LIUZZO was emotionally disturbed and appeared to 
be on the verge of a nervous breakdown. 


The records of the Detroit Division indicate that 
one VIOLA LIUZZO had addressed a letter to the “Detroit Free 
Press, a newspaper published daily at Detroit, Michigan, in — 
which VIOLA LIUZZO belittled the United States Government's 
charges against JAMES R. HOFFA, President of the » 
Brotherhood of Teamsters. , 
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ier to today, I felt that any personal erbten 
I might offer to those individuals in distress in age 
Selma, Alabama, was of little or no signifigancee 11 
also bad concluded that even if such efforts should. 
prove at all helpful, they would have to wait until . 
the quarter ended. 


"Nevertheless, upon reading the content of ur 
President's speech today, I am no longer able to 
sit by while my people are suffering. 1 
eam referring to the suffering of the individual. | 
Because of my automatic thoughts of individual 
guffering, I examined carefully, my own possible 
reaction if I were one of the Selma victins, i 
not just a spectator. This identification re 
to 1 an incident whereby I knew the agony of 
and consistent physical pain. 


ex vas only sixteen ‘at the in, yet the resulting 
trauma inflicted upon me psychologically, has more ae 
clearly etched the suffering in my memory than 
are many quite recent incidents. I was afflicted 
with a severe attack of inflematory rheumatism; - 
although many joints were inflamed, the primary 
inflamation settled in my left knee. The knee was 
swollen to such a degree that measures were taken 
" to aid the constricted circulation that resulted. 
My own reaction is, vividly recalled, is w present 
conviction to afd the mall number ef. ene to the 
present efforts. I pleaded day aff night for 
someone to please de somthing for . ‘Although 
I was in Chicago's Cook County Hospital, som 
reason inhibited any administration of pain ' | : 
relieving drugs. After four days of this sensistent FVV 
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“knife, I still carry the deep scars le 

my Getermined efforts to remove the cause 
pain. Hence, I have before me the agony of se 
and repeated brutality my people, even 

mumber mist be suffering. I know that 

every moment drags ever ge slowly. We 

wait the essential” eee 


#e@eeeeeeegeeee eee & EG 0 


mye R — — 9 
SPOOR Tuy K 4 
. 


t 


— — — — ee ene | _ . — et ee 
2 


„ „ „% „„ — — — Teo 


— 9 — = 
~ 7 e 


— ü,, ] , CQ LER RRM OS oe a TIN re hE ERR: err Gene 


ee, eee 6 ECC 
rbk BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, ) Retin seen araae * 


fi * 5 9 — * 
: 4 * 1 


4 


- 
- e . 4 * 


f Detroit Recorder's court . JOSEPH GILLTs 5 
on Hard 26,1965, stated that he recalled the case concerning 
VIOLA L 6220 and said he was of the opinion that VIOLA LIUZZO . 
was a “professional crusader", VIOLA LIUZZO was arrested at 
on the complaint of wr. WILLIAM LAKIN, an officer of the 5 
Detroit Board of Education, and was charged with “failing tro 
send children to school”. VIOLA LIUZZO complained at the be he) 
time she was brought before Judge GILLIS that children in 1 
the Detroit school system were permitted to drop out of school . 
at the age of 16 and that she felt that this was wrong and =: 
that children should not be permitted to drop out of school! 
until reaching the age of 18 and it was for this reason that 
she refused to send her children to school. Judge GILLIS | 
stated that he adjourned the case from June 16, 1964, to =". 
September, 1964, hoping that VIOLA LIUZZO would he able to „ 
adjust the matter without his aid. Before the case went 3 1 
to trial Judge GILLIS received a letter from the Detroit Board 
of Education stating that they did not desire to prosecute. 
Judge GILLIS stated that he was quite willing to drop the 
matter but that VIOLA LIUZZO, represented by an attorney, 
Ar. MC NALLY, whose first name: Judge GILLIS did not recall, 
appeared in court in September, 1964, at which time VIOLA L11220 
insisted on entering a plea of guilty. Her plea was accepted - 
and she was fined $50.00 and placed on one year probation. 
Judge GILLIS stated that after the trial be received information 
from the Probation Department of the Detroit Recorder's 
Court that VIOLA LIUZZO was emoticnally disturbed and — 
to be an the verge of a nervous breakdown. ; 
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| Records of the Detroit Division indicate that one 1 

VIOLA LIUZZO had addressed a letter to the "Detroit Free Press“, 

a newspaper published daily at Detroit, Michigan, in which VIOLA 

LIUZZO belittled the United States Government's charges against 

N HOFFA, President of the International Brotherhood ef 8 
ans ters. 


3 — Records Division, Wichigan - 
Secretary of Sta ffice, Lansing, Michigan, on March 26, 


no N. 
1965, advised 8A | that a 1963 Oldsmobile 
Coupe with 1965 Michigan License EJ 9177, was registered t- 


ANTHONY J. LIUZZO at 19375 Har leve, Detroit, Michigan. This 
vehicle had Identification Nunber 632160486. 
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„Driver's Service Division, 
** Secretary of State's Office, On March 26, 1965, 
advised 8A that Operator's License Nunber 
1200 -847-013— was issued April 16, 1963, to VIOLA LIUZZO, 
born April 11, 1925, residing at 19375 Marlowe, Detroit, 
Hichigan. ‘The license described VIOLA LIUZZO as — 
blond hair, gray eyes, 8 14" tall, 127 peunds. 
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ur. ZUGENE PLOW EN, Assistant to the eb oS alee 
ational Association For The Advancement of Colored - 2 
NAACP), Detroit, Michigan, stated that both VIOLA LIUZZO 3. . 
husband, ANTHONY JAMES LIUZZO were members bead . a — 


— Arr. PLOWDEN recalled that his only contact: with urs. ö 
10220 was in September of 1964, at which tine she came to the 
NAACP offices to advise that she had just been convicted aan 
Detroit Recorders Court for failing to send her children to 
school and that she had wanted this conviction to demonstrate.  — 
what she considered an injustice in allowing children age sixteen 
to drop out of school and that she thought that this should be 

| * so that children could not drop out * — — —. | 
* teen. 33 


» Mrs. LIUZZO stated that while in court she hed seen nas 
a young Negro girl who appeared to be suffering from malnutrition” ~ 
and that this girl had been convicted of some minor offense. Mrs. 
LIUZZO stated that she had wanted to offer the unknown Negro : 
girl money, but did not want to embarass her and she requested 

that Mr. PLOWDEN make an effort to identify the girl and that, 

she, Mrs. LIUZZO, would then provide funds. Mrs. LIUZZO made this 


statement that, “To get involved is my Christian —~ o 
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MOTIVATION FOR TRIP TO 
SELMA, ALABAMA 


— cs. 


| On March 27 » 2965, an article es An “The Detroit 
free Press", a newspaper published daily at Detroit, Michigan, 
sntitlied, “Four Accused of ee — Mother" under the by-Line 
24 ROBERT B. HOYT. : „„ 


In this article ANTHONY J. L10220 is reported as stating 
that VIOLA LIUZZO decided to make the trip to Selma, Alabama, on . 
the day that a group of Jayne State University students staged 
2 sympathy demonstration in the Detroit Federal Building to protest 
attacks on Negro and white demonstrators in Selma and Montgomery, . Se 
2 a | i ck pte 
ANTHONY L1Uzz0 stated he tried to talk VIOLA L16220 
dut of making the trip and told her to come home; however, VIOLA 
LIUZZO was worked up and took off immediately for Selma, Alabama. 
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Mrs. LIUZZO was reported to have arrived in Selma, 
4iabama, on March 18, 1965, where she used her automobile to 
transport Civil Rights workers around Selma, Alabama, and Mobile, 


- Alabama. + 


INDICATION OF EMOTIONAL DISTURBANCE 
AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION : 
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decor ders Court, Detroit sl, 1965 * 


Turniskeeé ne | 


VIOLA L1UZZO. 


Sibling 


Maternal 
Relatives 


Paternal 
Relatives 


etchy notes contained in her file concern ng 
These notes read as follows: 


EVA WILSON and HERBER E. GREGG were 5160 
June 24, 1924, in Little Washington, Pennsylvania. 


EVA GREGG, age 60, lives in Fort Oglethorpe, 
Georgia. She is retired school teacher; graduated | 
from University of Pittsburgh. Mother has heart 
condition, Catholic, but is not active. Describes =~ 
relationship as normal and good until a few years 
ago hen they had disagreements over VIOLA“ 

children and their rearing. 


HERBER GREGG, age 66, lives with wife. He has 
been disabled since VIOLA was twelv 


VIOLA says she had no re p wv ee 
Be was in and out of Veterans haalaiatretion (VA) 
Hospitals. He worked in coal mines in Pennsylvania; 
went to school to second grade. VIOLA describes 
father as “self-educated man". Says father was. 
“somewhat of a wanderer”. : ; ä 


VIOLA - oldest; second is MARY HIGBEE, age 30605; 
divorced - plans to remarry September 26, 1964, - - 
613 West Michigan, Ypsilanti, Michigan . 


aw oo o@ ¢ . . 
* . 


Uncle DAVE WILSON, Youngstown, Ohio 
Uncle HAROLD WILSON, Library, Pennsylvania , 
Aunt SARAH BIGRIGG, Youngstown, nao 
Aunt 100 ?, Cytherin, Pennsylvania 


Aunt BLANCHE DUFFY, whereabouts unknown 
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No formal - “Believes in: basic good conduct which’ 
is basis of all — according to —. fi 


2K =. 
4 a, * 


. 3. * 


She purposely stole 0 at Wenge . 
General insisted on being arrested this was | 
to call attention to Doctor — who 2 Zeit 
was not competent. ee ee 
Present : . f i a ie et See Ry 
Trouble VIOLA states she planned to get in trouble, as she 
: kept the children out of school as a protest“ . 
She feels that the compulsory age for attending e 
school should be eighteen instead of sixteen ve ees aes : 
and felt keeping children out of school would bring 


attention to her concern. 


Impression VIOLA is 5˙ 1" and weighs about 140 pounds. She mee 
is confused, emotionally unstable and appears on 
the fringe of a serious mental — i 


e *@ 0 —— ~ se 2 0 — 
— <2 


-— — 


VIOLA was reared by natural parents - father was 

in and out of home - VA Hospital. Described 

childhood as very happy, but says they were very 

very poor. They did at one time receive public 

assistance as Mother was pregnant and could not 

work. Family lived in five states while VIOLA -.. =. a 25 rite 

was a child. She never remembers finishing a 

school term in same city. Claims Mother encouraged | 

early marriage. VIOLA's first marriage was at age 

sixteen after this she left Tennessee — family 8 

was living at the time.) : | ; 
 Zducation | Says she cannot remember all schools she attended. ee 
Attended St. Marys High in Sewanee, Tennessee. 

Finished ninth grade (claims high school diploa 

waived, took entrance examination and is in : 

Sophomore English class in Wayne State University). . 


VIOLA married in Knoxville, Georgia, at age 2:2: 
sixteen to WILLIAM PHILLIPS, age 34. 2 2 33 
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get away from home. Marriage was in in 
Tennessee, 1941, separated the day after wedding. 
Husband divorced VIOLA in about one year she 

was not in city. 

Second VIOLA married GEORGE ARGYRIS in 1943 

An Detroit, Michigan, - separated in 1949, 

divorced September, 1950, VIOLA married ANTHONY 
JAMES LIUZZO in Detroit, Michigan. Describes 
present marital relationship 88 good; — ag BA 
husband does not understand children 


2. PENNILLIPI, born June 5, 1946, in Detroit. : 

Father is GEORGE ARGYRIS, VIOLA's second husband, 

but child was adopted by present husband. Where- 

abouts unknown somewhere in Ypsilanti, Michigan 
she lived with maternal aunt. 
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2. MARY EVA, born January 22, 1948, lives with 
maternal grandparents and has been there sines 


3. THOMAS, born June 23, 1951, attends Winship . 
Junior School, 7A. i 


4. ANTHONY, born March 8, 1955, attends Winship . 
Elementary (involved in VIOLA's offense). 5 


5. SALLY, born August 6, 1958, attends Winship 
Zlementary School. . 


Econcaic 
. Situation VIOLA lives at home with her husband and three | 
| youngest children. They live at 19375 Mariove. 
They are buying a home on a fifteen year mortgage — — 

twelve room home. Husband is employed by Local | 1. 5 85 

234 Teamsters as Business Agent Gross $360.00 —. .. 

per week nets $249.00. „ Their 1963 Oldsmobile 

86 hardtop financed by General Motors Acceptance he: ae 
Corporation (GMAC) = payments $101 per month. co 
They owe Winkleman 's et,’ . 1. 0 ene oes 
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bills were 8 by VIOLA 's sixteen wear old 
daughter, MARY. Family is paying on all bills. © 


Last employment - Parkvue Industrial Receiving 8 
Clinic as Medical Assistant for two years 1962-te 
1963. Quit because of investigation going on at 
hospital regarding doctor who was not Qualified. 

At Sinai Hospital she claims she helped 2 
Research Department 41961 - four months. ...—_... ........ 5 


25 „„ oo Be + — 


„ Weener. 


Good - smokes carton of cigarettes per week; 

Ar inks occasionally — vodka. No venereal disease; ---"-- 
denies use of drugs. Wayne County General two ae ae 
years for one week - voluntary admission wanted -. 
gomeone to take a look at family and help her with — 
children — nine pregnancies - five diving 9 >. 
four miscarriages. | 


Enjoys taking children to woods to collect stones; . 
plays scrabble with husband and reads. Owes, botnet 


Residence In Detroit, Michigan, since 1942 lived at * 
address since April, 1963, prior address of 18091 


Marlowe sold equity to purchase ee home ” | 
W 1953. : 
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1964 ; Lives at 19375 Marlove with husband ANTHONY and oe 
three children. There are two children out of ae ee me 
the home, one with grandparents and one in Ann ee „ 
Arbor, Michigan. PENNY, age 18, in Ann Arbor; 5 
MARY, age 16, with grandparents, Mr. and Mrs 
HERBER GREGG, 61 Polk Circle, Georgia. THOMAS,” ox 
age 3, homo; ANTHONY, age 9, home; SALLY, age 8,05 5 
hone. "VIOLA supported by husband, who works for 
Teamsters Local 247 as a Business Agent. Wife 45 pits F 
not employed, but is attending Wayne State 
University, majoring in English - Sophomore standing: 
Counselor Mr. SELLEFLEUR.. Bot gets E 2. el 
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Reported with daughter, SALLY. VIOLA rambles ~~: 
and talks so it is very difficult to follow any 
one train of thought. She is probably above 
average intellectually, however, she is guite .- 
disturbed. 


September 28, 
1964 g Telephone call from husband VIOLA went in Detroit 
Memorial Hospital - nervous breakdown. Continues 
to talk about children and her concern about the 
present school set up, etcetera. VIOLA rattles on 
go much in such a confused way it is very difficult 
to follow her train of thought.. r 
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2 . 
1964 Reported. So | 


November 9, 2 
1964 Reported with daughter, PENNY, who is a very 
-- attractive girl. She intends to attend Eastern 
College in January, 1965. PENNY visiting parents. 
MARY is now married, but VIOLA does not know who 
MARY married. 


December 7, 
1964 Telephone call requesting permission to be 
excused from reporting says children are * : 


.: that VIOLA L Izzo, while | 
waiting to See her ad written the following poen which she. ae 
presented to ie bac oo os cope. 


“ETERNITY? 


Beneath a dark and dreary night 
There stands a man within God's sight 
He, alone, can tear away 
The power of night that forms a day | 
So relentlessly this man trods on ee 
To search for what | he fears longgone „„ 
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"Hence from rising sun, to an 410050 r 
He is never still for he cannot say 

- « 80 above or below the mud or the rain 
He thrashes on through an unknown terrain 
So often he's tired; so often he’s pained  - 
Yet he still struggles on to the peak he must gain 
This peak will he reach? Can this man refrain 
From surrender to pain, the cost of life's gain 
Ah? the peak he has reached, he did not refrain 
Thus everything ventured was everything gained 
Tranquil peace is the peak and now also 


his right ee | 5 1 
So he now lies forever, joined with dbox 
in sight R 


“Truth is not Christian, Jewish, Hindu or Buddist. 
What is true for one man is true for all men. Just as 
there is no such thing as Christian medicine, Jewish 


biology or hindu”. 
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made available a five page report concerning che — 
story OI VIOLA FAU VR GREGG LIUZZO, which report contains 
much of the information as set out above secured from the 
Probation Department of the Detroit Recorders Court. The 
report of the Police Department contained the following 
additional information: 


VIOLA LIUZZO was married for the third time in Detroit 
Michigan, (recorded date of marriage not available) to ANTHONY 
JAMES LIUZZO, who was presently listed as a Business Agent for 
Teamsters Local 247. ANTHONY LIUZZO adopted VIOLA's two children en n 
of VIOLA's previous marriage. Three more children were born to * 
ANTHONY and VIOLA LIUZ 20. 


5 THOMAS was born on June 23, 1951, and is presently 
attending the Winship Public School located at 14717 Curtis. 
ANTHONY was born on March 8, 1955, and is also attending the 
Winship School. SALLY was born on August 6, 1958, and she, — 
is attending the Winship School. 


The Detroit Police Department records show the 
following contacts with various members of the LIUZZO family 


for the reasons specified: 
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Essentially the problem is that oe gether eaten 
the girl to do certain things and then insis > AI 
2 al obeying her. The father just “wants pe eae Se police- 
* the — ‘ANTHONY LIUZZO was not 9 . ator 
3 suggestion that his wife may be distur ‘ 
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VIOLA LIUZZO took the ore out of school in ‘gaauery 9 
“I want to have a real case to present to the State 
Board of Education", ie., she wanted to have a test of the 
compulsory edusa tien laws and find out why the State loses - 
interest in children at the age of sixteen years. 


On June 16, 1964, at 12:00 p.m., VIOLA LIUZZO, then 
39 years of age, was reported missing to the Detroit Police 
Department on Missing Complaint Number 14-M-404 by her husband, 
ANTHONY LIUZZO (she had been missing since June 13, 1964, at 
6:00 a. n.). She was located in Montreal, Canada, on July 18, 
1964. The subsequent investigation of the Women's Division of 
the Detroit Police Department revealed that VIOLA LIUZZO vas 
located by her husband at the home of a friend, GORDON GREENE, - 
pablisher and reporter for The Toronto Star" in Montreal, 
Canada. Apparently VIOLA LIUZZO had driven for days in Canada 
and New York State before reaching her friend. 


During the period that VIOLA LIUZZO was pissing, | 
ANTHONY LIUZZO received letters from her, each becoming more . 
des pondent. One letter was written by VIOLA LIUZZO while 
she was in a cemetery. She was giving birtisand deaths of various 
3 and cone luded the * with her own birth date and 
eath date. 


At the time ANTHONY L10zz0 stated that he would 
go to the friend's home for VIOLA and make an immediate appoint- 
ment with her psychiatrist, Doctor ABRAHAM ELSEN of Northland i 
— Center, Southfield, Michigan. 


VIOLA LIUZZO and her husband „ ANTHONY LIUZZO 
reside at 19375 Marlowe, Detroit, Michigan, along with their 
three youngest children: THOMAS, age 13, ANTHONY, age 10, and 
SALLY, age 6. The oldest daughter, PENNY, lives in Ann Arbor, . 
Michigan. The second oldest daughter, MARY, is married ane is 
living with her husband in Georgia. 7 


The residence at 19375 Marlowe is a twelve-roon ae: 

, house which the LIUZZOs are buying on a fifteen year mortgage. 
ANTHONY LIUZZO is employed as a Business Agent for the Teamsters en, 
Union Local 247 at a salary of — $360.00 per week. wane 
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The educational background of VIOLA LIUZZO is dizticui 

| mine due to the fact that her family had lived in five -— 
gwtates while she was a child. The information available indicat 
that she went to the ninth grade at St. Mary's High School in . 
Sewanee, Tennessee, also attending East Side Junior High School | 


in Chattanooga, Tennessee. 


: A check with the Election Commission revealed that 
VIOLA LIUZZO registered to vote for the first time in the Detroit, 
Michigan, area on October 8, 1960, Ward 22, Precinct 96; however, 
her name was stricken from voter records as she failed to exercise 
her right as a citizen of the United States and has never voted 4 


this area. J 
| 
* 


On January 28, 1964, her name was taken off voter 99 
records. i | 
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dospita 0 57 
. advised that Mrs. VIOLA FAUVER LIUZZO worked at the 
1 asa Research 8 (trainee) frou August “ad _— 
: ok 2 


detroit, Michigan, 


18, 1962. 


: Residence 


Telephone Number 
Social Security 
Number 

Date of Birth 


Age 

Marital Status 
Number of Children 
Maiden Name 

Person to Notify in 

the Event of an 

Nergeney: 
Education 


High School 
College 
Other Training 


Previous Enployment 


Health Status 
Physical Defects 


Personal References: 


est Outer Drive, 1 "es ＋ 


pointed out that an en form e. ot 
by Mrs. LI on July 26, 1962, contains the following data: 


18491 Marlowe, 
Detroit, Michigan 
BR 2-0858 


36144-9357 
April 11, 1925 
(place not shown) ——-~———~.--—~ ---—.-. 
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JOSEPHINE FLOR INI, : 
6366 Abington Avenue, 
Detroit, Michigan 
Gvammar School, | 
St. Marys, — 
Tennessee 

One year 

None 


Carnegie Institute as a 


Medical Assistant in 1962 
Parkvue Medical Center, 


28303 Joy Road, Garden 


City, Michigan, June, —_ - | 
August, 1962 8 


Wood“ 


one“ 


HAROLD HENDERSON, K. D., 


853 Fisher Bui idindſn, ö 


Detroit, Michigan 


SARAH SCHOOTEN, I. D., 
Medical Arts Building 
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l ne eres Baverend WALID mm, 1 
(Cont'd) St. Alphonsus Rector, -' 
, Dearbora, Michigan 2 


ind in the personnel file for Mrs. LIUZZO, according 


to is a five page handwritten letter which Mrs. LIUZZO 


addressed . to Mr. BERNARD FUSS in October, 1963, explain 
— for resigning from her enploynent at this hospital. 


said that Mr. FUSS at the time was the Associate Director of 
1 se 


advised the letter refers to a W 


Ang bx 1 =: apparently had with Mr. SIDNEY KOBERNICK, .. — 5 
who was in charge of the laboratory at the hospital where Ars. 2. Ae me 


LIUZZO worked. He said the misunderstanding involved some tissue 
slides on which Mrs. LIUZZO worked and the letter also explained 
that her work at the hospital laboratory had begun to interferewith . 
her pursuit of study at the Wayne State University. i : = 
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Hospiteas Of Detroit, 6767 West Outer Drive, 
advised that Mrs, VIOLA LIUZZO was employed 
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= © 4 2 In 3 nm 


in the dora 
ory of this hospital. | V 


i b d recalled that her first contact with Mrs. | 
LIUZZO was early one Sunday morning shortly prior to her beginning 


work at the hospital laboratory when she encountered Mrs. LIUZZO . 
— out of one of the cots in the laboratory area. 


9 7 . 
. 4. 4 1. + 


explained that she had weekend duty and had come on duty 
y that morning not anticipating that anyone would be in the 
laboratory since it is the practice of the hospital for the 
.daboratory area to be completely secured during the evening hours. 


X cf. ta there was also an unidentified 
woman occupying one of the cots with Mrs. LIUZZO. 


recalled that Mrs. LIUZZO was dressed only in a hospital gown, 
which contained some blood stains. The other unidentified woman 


was dressed in street clothing. 
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Upon this encounter, Mrs. LIUZZO commented, “Oh? 
you're LAURIE!" and (EE = esponded, “That was correct" and 
anquired as to the son for Mrs. LIUZZO's unexpected ——— 
in the laboratory. La d 


| According n Mrs. LIUZZO's only explana- 
tion was that she was there to volunteer for laboratory experi- 
mentation. explained the hospital does have a 

program that individuais voluntarily appear for laboratory 
experimental work; however, upon checking, she found no record | 
that such an arrangement had been made with Mrs. LIUZZO and she 
was never able to determine why Mrs. LIUZZO was in the ee 7 


on this Sunday morning. 


brid * stated that during Mrs. LIUZZO's | ~ °° “32)°*= 
pe hs e was one of the individuals present in a group 
3 rie 


On one occasion it was necessary —ů i ae 
‘to request that Mrs. LIUZZO be quiet since she continually 3 
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| LIUZZO apparently took offense at this action and 
shortly thereafter directed a ten page handwritten letter to her . 
containing many derogatory remarks concerning her and medical 3 


technologists in general. . ee 


bod said the letter derided the status of 
the medical Technologist and stated that she, Mrs. LIUZZO, 
espired to become a medical doctor and not a medical technician. 


bod advised she has had no contact wit 


LIUZZO since Mrs. LIUZZO ceased her work at the hospital. 
advised she had no knowledge concerning any activity of 


IUZZO apart from her employment with the hospital. 
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" — 2 He said that 
Ieh considerable tire has nassed, he does recall Mrs. 1 
He said his recollection of. 
. LIUZZO was that she was an older woman, eager and vivacious , 
md he 214 she was willing although not a very competent worker. 1 


tne: advised he could not say she was the 
-ype of person which he could have ever trained to be a laboratory 
sechnician. He said he did not know Mrs. LIUZZO before she came 
20 the hospital and had no contact with her when she left, although 
m One occasion when she contacted him for a reference in — 
sith her attendance at the Wayne State University. 7 5 


_ pie e vaguely recalled that she 
aad addressed a letter im which concerned the reason why she 
serminated her employment after working for only two months at 
che hospital. He said he could not remember the details of wwe 


letter. 


bd rr. a he has no knowledge of any activity 
»f Mrs. LIUZZO except that he does recall that she was a stadent 8 
at Wayne State University. 1 


bid described Mrs. LIUZZO as a very | 
sxcitable perscn and an individual who was obviously quite easily 
upset to an extreme degree on any matter 2 she did not under - 


stand. 
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‘proyed by Ginai Wospital, Detroit. 


Ting bis Den acauainted with VIOLA L1IUZZO, 
Wi. WAS ezplozved in a technical capacity. 


12 e Sie J 0 as & woman of questionable 
~euctecs, who unnecossarily spent a great deal of tine — 
fron Ber hone and children. 
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Yrs. VIOLA LIUZZO Was bid smissed from her ernployment 
at Sinai Cospital in 1833. stated she was not 


-gware o2 tho complete circunsvanccs Suürzounding VICL! ee 
Laas ig: issa 1; however, has heard that the ‘KD 


: at Sinai Dospitali cane to work one mornings cad 
Ciscovered Lg. LIUZZO or a cot in one of the offices in an 
intoxicated condition and covered with blood. 


bid stated VIOLA LIUSZO was admitted to Sina 

ospital-as a2 psychiatric patient shortly after this dismissal. 
„ LIJZZ0 subsequently walked away from the hospital grounds, 
aster which hospital authoritics refused to readait her. : 
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SAMUEL LEROY EDMONDSON, ns 17, 0 4800 that his bone : 
is 16128 16th Avenue North, Nashville, Tennessee. 


Saginaw Non-Violent Movement which is headquartered 
at 908 North Fourth Street, Saginaw. For the past two years, 
EDMONDSON and LOUIS J. A. MILLER have traveled and worked together 
in the interest of the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee. . 


. EDMONDSON stated that he and LOUIS J. A. MILLER arrived 
in Selma, Alabama, about one month before the commencement on 
March 21, 1965, of the civil rights march from Selma to Montgomery, 
Alabama. They remained in Selma and later Montgomery until * as 
march was completed. 5 a 


EDMONDSON stated Mrs. VIOLA LIUZZO arrived in Belaa 7: 
about nine days prior to the commencement of the march and _ - 
EDMONDSON and MILLER met her on the day of her arrival. Mrs. 
LIUZZO, while in Selma, worked out of the March's Headquarters 
at the First Baptist Church and made her automobile available 
for use in running errands, transporting persons and engaging - 
in other pre-march activities. This automobile was a 1963 or . 
1964 light blue colored Oldsmobile or Pontiac two-door with | 
Michigan license plate. From the day after her arrival until 
about March 19, 1965, MILLER drove Mrs. LIUZZO's car and EDMONDSON 
usually rode with him. MILLER made the arrangements with Mrs. 
LIUZZO for the use of the car. Subsequent to March 19, 1965, 
LEROY MOULTON, person who was riding with Mrs. LIUZZ on the . 

— she was killed, drove Mrs. LIUZZO's automobile. 5 


In Selma, Mrs. LIUZZO worked out of the March's Headquarters 
at the First Baptist Church. EDMONDSON saw her most every day 
but was not directly associated with her. The last time EDMONDSON 
saw Mrs. LIUZZO was about 3:00 P.M. on March 25, 1965, at the 1 
Dexter Avenue Church, Montgomery. She was accompanied by an ih ä 
unknown Negro nale and was trying to locate her automobile. Ars. 
LIUZZO was directed to go to the Graystone Hotel, Montgomery, ._ 
because LEROY MOULTON, who had her car, reportedly was there. 
Mrs. LIUZZO was told to obtain her automobile from MOULTON because 
the latter did not have a driver's license. 
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who staged at the Torch Motel, Selma, told him that 2 to 
3:00 P. 1. on March 25, 1965, he (BEY) saw Mrs. LIUZ zo n a tavern “ 
in Montgomery ‘with an "unidentified Negro male. The name and address 
of the tavern was not indicated; however, it was believed to be 
located across from a park. DAVE BEY's home address was * 

to EDMONDSON; ‘however, it might be obtained iron March roco 
maintained at Brown's Chapel in Selma. 


“4 * 


EDMONDSON stated that while in Selma, urs. LIUZZO stayed 
with a Negro woman (name unknown) who had an apartment at the George 
Washington Carver Housing Project in Selma. Possibly the apartment 
number vas 5280. In any event, one MARY DE BOSE, a resident of 
the same apartment house in that housing project, knew Mrs. LIUZZO °~ 72 
und vould be able to identify the —— whom urs. 1 n 
stayed. : | 

EDMONDSON nds the following directions to which hae 
one could locate. the apartment where Mrs. LIUZZO stayed: | | 


. 
2982 «= 


Starting at the First Baptist Church, proceed rn „ 
on Syivia Street to the alley which marks the south boundry of 
the housing project. There is an apartment house on the northeast 
corner of Sylvia Street and the alley. Proceed east down the 
alley to the fourth or fifth apartment. It was in one - these 
apartments that Mrs. LIUZZO stayed. : | : 
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EDMONDSON had no knowledge of other bes where Mrs. =. 
UIUZZO may have roomed in the Selma-Montgomery area. He was : 
not aware that Mrs. LIUZZO received any type of medical attention 
and treatment or that she consulted a doctor while in Alabama. - ~ hae 
If she needed such treatment, she most likely would have contacted . 
the medical unit and doctors for the march located at the First ee 
Baptist Church, Selma. 
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5 00 yer 2, 1965, the or 140960 advised 
that th 5 had interviewed LOUIS JULIUS MILLER, at Nashville, -.-. 
Tennessee“and he advised as follows: : | 9 


5 He first net Victim LIUZZO in Selma, Alabama, 
about March 17 or 18, 1965, where he and LIUZZO had arrived 
for Civil Rights work. LIUZZO volunteered her 1963 Oldsmobile - 
for use in transportation of Civil Rights workers, including 
MILLER. Victim stayed in a Selma housing project apartment with | 
a Negro family and during the march from Selma to Montgomery, ~ . 
March 21 = 25, 1965, LIUZZO walked in the march while her ar 

was used extensively on the march route by several integrated . 
groups of Civil Rights workers. MILLER also said that LEROY -< 
MOTON, Negro male victim, was with L1UZZO the night of the 
slaying and that MOTON had used LIUZZ0O's car extensively. 


LIUZZO was last seen by MILLER in Montgomery, : 
Alabama, on March 25, 1965, about 3:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. upstairs 
in the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church where fainting and Bee ftw: : 
victims of the march were resting. 3 


Re does not recall if LIUZZO vas ill at the 1 
nor does he know if LIUZZO vas ever treated by a doctor while ia 
she was in Alabama. 5 


222 K ~ K — tome & — — . 


LIUZZO planned to return to Detroit, Michigan, 
with MILLER in her car, stopping en route at MILLER's home in 
Nashville, however, after victim's slaying in Alabama, MILLER 
made other travel arrangwents. a 
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believed to be associated with the demons ree 
conversations he overheard and telephone calis she made from the 
desk, believed that she was involved with the arranging f 


transportation ani transporting civil — demonstrators 
. dDetween Selma and Mortgomery. 


DM furnished the following — or s 
unknown woman: 


Straight, reddish color 

Farm type blue jeans and 
T-shirt 
Educated, intelligent speech 
with northern accent. 
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INTERVIEWS OF PASSENGERS INCAR 
OF VIOLA LIUZZO ON MONTGOMERY —=-—— 
„ SIMA TAP MARCH 25,198 e 
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Mrs. BRENTON (CLARISSA) BROWN, 1830 Hillside Rood, Southamp 
ee, furnished the following informations 


She stated she attended the civil rights rally near the — Bullding 

in Montgomery, Alabama, on Merch 25, 1965. She left this area approximately 5:30 p. m., 
end rode in o car belonging to Mrs. VIOLA LIUZZO of Detroit, Michigan, tothe 

Municipal Airport ct Montgomery, Alabama. The car was driven by a colored male by 

the name of LEROY MOTON from the area near the Capitol to the city of St. Jude . 

located on Highway 80 West of Montgomery, Alabama. At the city of St. Jude they let 

a colored man out of the car and Mrs. LIUZZO entered the cor at this place. M.. er 

LIUZZO then drove her cor from the city of St. Jude to the Municipal Airport where o = . 
mon by the name of BART COOPERSMITH left the vehicle to catch a plane. When they © 

left the Municipal Airport ct Montgomery, Alabcoma, Mrs. BROWN was seated in the 

sear seat on the left side immediately behind the driver, Mrs. LIUZZO . in the center of 

the back seat, next to Mrs. BROWN, was LIZ STEWART, white female, age 16. On the 

tight of the reer sect was seated CARLA AUSTIN, white female, age 16. 


A young Negro mele from Selma, Alcbema, by the neme of CLARENCE 
SMITH, was seated in the center of the front seat and LEROY MOTON was seated in me 
sight side of the front set. 


Some place between Montgomery and Selma, Alabame, Mrs. LIUZZO 
stopped and purchased $3.00 worth of gosoline. Mrs. BROWN advised that she cannot 


recall where this gasoline wos purchased as to geographic location; nor could she * : 
the brand of gasoline sold at this service station. 


: : Tr 
Just before driving away from the area of the ial in Montgomery, aie 5 a 
Alabama, a military jeep driven by white military police with a colored military pci ceman 


es a passenger in the front seat, stopped the cor and asked LEROY MOTON what 3 
of — they were from. LEROY answered that he did not kn. 


6 after they drove away from the aper in Montgomery, 3 
the exact location not known, a car approached pig LI1UZZO's vehicle from the rear. 
The cor turned its li hts on high beam and lef 
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mme makéor model of the fe Pa which posed them. She could furnish no Informa- 
tion concerning the license displayed on this vehicle. She advised that it was dark 
at this time; however, it was her impression that this vehicle was a buff color. 


Sometime after the incident occurred, as they were proceeding on he 
way to Selma, a car approached the vehicle from the rear and pulled up alongside 
Mes. LIUZZO's automobile. The car cheod of their vehicle had slowed down and It 
was her impression that the cor alongside had “boxed them in. Mrs. LIUZZO had 
slammed on the brakes and slowed the vehicle don. Mrs. BROWN described the Serer saree 
vehicle which had pulled alongside them as also buff in color and a two-door model. 
She stated she had no idea as to the make of this vehicle or any other ä 
concerning it. 


— * 
2% „„ @: 


To the best of Mrs. BROWN’ knowledge, the diver of neither of 
the two vehicles descrited above had stated any words or made any remarks to the 
occupants of her car; nor did they make any attempt to stop Mrs. LIUZZO's vehicle. ~ 


A short time later, the vehicle in which Mrs. BROWN was riding 
passed a car with a Negro family in it. They observed that this automobile hod no 
tolllights. Mrs. LIUZZO honked at the occupants of this car and they shouted e 

the Negro family that the automobile had no taillights. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Mrs. BROWN could not recall any further incidents out of the - © 
ordinary which may have occurred on their trip from Montgomery to Selma, Aloboma. 
She advised that the only stops they made were the stops at St. Jude's Church, e pa 
Municipal Airport, and the service station where the gasoline was purchased. N 1 $9235", 
other stops were made until they arrived at the George Washington Carver Homes in = 
Selma, Alabama, where Mrs. BROWN left the car. pei 
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CARLA BARD AUSTIN, age l, 922 Second Street Pike, „ 
Fennsylvonie, furnished the following informaticn: | 


She stcted she attended the civil rights rally at the front of the e 
Building in Montgomery ery, Alcbcma, on the afternoon of March 25, 1965. She left there | 
shortly before dark end walked one er two blocks to en avtcmobile owned by Mrs. 
VIOLA LIUZZO. She catezed the vehicle with severcl others and was driven in this | 
-car to the city of St. Jude on Highway 80 outside Montgomery, Alabama. One of the 
pcssengers, . om she described only as a colored man with o beard, and whose nome + 
she does not know, left the vehicle ct this poizt. LEROY MOTON had driven the ~ 
cutor.obile from downtown Mornigomery to the city of St. Jude. Mrs. LIUZZO steed 
the car as the driver at the city of Sr. Jude and drove the vehicle to the Municipal 
Airport in Montgomery, Alabama. A white man whose last neme was COOPERSMITH | 
_ left the vehicle at this cirpest in order to catch e plone beck to Washington. mis 
left Mrs. CLARISSA BROWN, LIZ STEWART, cad CARLA AUSTIN in the rear seat of the 
vehicle with CLARENCE SMITH end LEROY MOTON in the front sect of the vehicle 
alongside Mrs. LIUZZO, who wes driving. 


Shostly ofter they left the airport, they stopped ct a service stction 
for gasoline. She could net recall the brand of gasoline sold ct this station but she 
described it cs being the service station “just across the street from the cirport. 
She stated this service station was on the righthand side of Highwoy 80 coming towards 
Selma, Alabama, from Montgomery, Alabama. She noticed no particular incidents 
which might hove occurred at ony of the stops described above. They Teft the service 
station just abo dusk. „„ 


—2 * 
3 2 , 


They traveled then to Selma, Alobemaz and en route fo 1 one car 
come up behind their vehicle pretty close. The driver of this vehicle tumed his bright 
lights on their car. She recalls Mrs. LIUZZO remarked that the man wanted fo see the 
license plates and who was in the cor. They were travelling at about sixty miles per 
hour at this time. Mrs. LIUZZO remarked thet she would give the driver of the cor behind 
o taste of his own medicine, ond she slowed down to approximately thirty-five miles per 


hour. The criver of the cor behind them then pasted the vehicle In which she was 0 


N Selma, Alabama i 


3 document contains seither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. B ko the property of the FBI end fe loaned to 
8 S 


and continued on down the n 


— Mis AUSTIN advised thet she did not know the pare of the vehicle 8 5 
7 Aich passed them at this time; nor did she know the model or coler. She did not 
notice the license plates on the car. She does recall that she looked out e back 
window of the vehicle when the bright lights were turned on and observed that the 
cor behind them had four headlights, one lorge light and one moll light on each |. 
side of the front with the salle: light on the outside. 


Sometime Icter in the trip she recalls fl. at the tires screeched os 

Mrs. LIUZZO put on the brakes. At this time a cor had pulled alongside meir v = — 

automobile. Miss AUSTIN advised she had the impression this was a police corn — 

but she stated she did nei know why she hod this impression as the could not f 

recall that this vehicle bad any police markings or red lights on it to her knowledge. 
. She stcted that the car alengside of them pulled over to the right lane of he traffic 

as Mrs. LIUZZO slowed down and continued on west towords Selma, Alabama. 
Miss AUSTIN advised that she did not observe the occupants of either 
of the vehicles in the incidents described atove. The occupants of neither car mode 
ony remarks to them to her knowledge; nor did they attempt to get the vehicle i in which 
she was riding to stop. ) : 


When they reached the bridge over the river at Selma, Alabama, én 
sow o cor filled with Negrocs, which cor had no taillights. Mrs. LIUZZO remarked, ~ 
“These are our people. So a shouted to them that they should get their taillights ” 
fixed. 3 


After the stop at the service station for 8 3 cor 5 which” aE: 
Miss AUSTIN wes riding made no stops whatsoever between Montgomery, Alabama, 
and the George Woshington Carver Homes at me gan _ AUSTIN alighted 
from the r. 5 . 
She recalled from discussion in the cor that * LIUZZO ond LEROY . 
MOTON were going to drive back to Montgomery, Alaboma, after Miss AUSTIN - 
and her companions got out of the cor at the George Washington Carver Homes. 8 
Miss AUSTIN further odvised that che could not recall, lp tt e ee 
r whatsoever concerning the vehicle which had pulled alongside of of then on te 
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1128 Ur. STEWART, age 16, 1585 Winding Rood, — 
Pennsylvania, furnished the fel lowiag inforraction: ; 
She stated she left the civil rights rolly at ey, wn 
shortly before dark on Merch 25, 1965. She walked to on automobile owned by 
Mrs. VIOLA LIUZZO, which vehicle wos perked approximately three to four blocks 
away. She got into the recor sect of this automobile with Mrs. CLARISSA BROWN © 
ond CARLA AUSTIN. CLARENCE SMITH was also sitting in the rear seat. K . — 
mem with a beard end a visite un whose nome she did not know sat in the front seat —— ee 
of the vehicle with LEROY MOTON, who was driving. 1 


MO TON drove the vehicle to me city of St. Jude, where the 2 g 
man with the beard get out. Nes. VIOLA LIUZZO entered the car as the driver af 
this point. At this time CLARENCE SMITH also got cut of the rear seat ond get into the. 
front sect. : 

Miss STEWART could not recall whether me vehicle * for sania 
anywhere en route from Mostgomery, to Selma, Alebamec, cn this trip. She — mot 
she was very tired and was not clear on the details of the ride. fae 

Somewhere en route between the airport and Selma, Alabama, 1 

en the two lane secticn of the highwcy, another automobile got behind them and blinked 
his bright lights. VIOLA slowed down and they pessed. She advised that she could not 
furnich ony information concerning the make, model, coler, lights, or license which age a 
might have been on this automobile. She did not heve any Idea as to the number fh 
occupants. She age in stated he was very tired and had not pe much Gttention to 2 . 

5 later during the same trip, * cor in which ene was 3 1 
braked suddenly. She heard others in the vehicle telking bout being “boxed in.” She 
edvised that she could not recall anything further about this incident, such as ony cars - 


involved cr why the brakes were suddenly applied. 
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Again Miss STEWART stated that she did not believe that they hod © 
“ stopped an aiong me road between the Municipal Airport at 
AKAlebomo , and the George Washington Carver Homes at Selma, Alabama, where she 
left the vehicle. r 


She advised she could recall no other incidents out of the ordinary 
which might have occurred along the road. Specifically, she could not recall ony: ee 
vehicle passing them slowly or anyone casting remarks at them ina manner ss: 
arouse her cup, Ions. 
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CLARENCE SMITH, A., 1430 Eugene Street, Selma, 4 
furnished the following informations 


He stated he had attended the civil rights rally in front of the 
Capitol in Montgomery, Alabama, and left that area at approximately 6:00 p.m. 
He walked to a car which was parked about two blocks from the Capitol Building. 
LEROY MOTON drove this vehicle from the area of the Capitol grounds to the 
city of St. Jude on Highwoy 80 outside of the city of Montgomery, Alabama. . Jn ae 
the cor besides MOTON ond SMITH wos e Mrs. BROWN end two young white girls "= 
nomed LIZ and CARLA. There was also one other white man ond ore colored mem 9 
whose names are not known to SMITH. 
After MOTON had driven to the city of St. Jude, the colored mem 
got out of the vehicle at this place. Mrs. VIOLA LIUZZO then got into the auto 
as the driver and drove to the Municipal Airport outside nee Alabama. 
The white man got out of the car ct the airport. 


After they drove away from the airport they stopped at a service 
station near the Municipal Airport. SMITH stated he does not recall what brand of 
gasoline was sold at this service station but it was the closest service station to 8 
the airport entrance. Nothing out of the ordinary occurred while 9 were at oe | 
city of St. Jude, at the airport, or at the service station. oe 


After they left the service station, they drove on to Selma, . 5 
without any further stops. Somewhere along the road he recalls an automobile eme 
up behind them and turned on his bright lights. The lady driving the car in which ~ ~ 
he was riding slowed up considerably at this time. The cor stayed behind them = - 
with his lights on. His car then slowed even more. About this time, the car behind 
them, which he believes was occupied by one white man, passed them and continued 
on down the highway towards Selma, Alabama. Mrs. LIUZZO then speeded up in 
her car and turned her bright lights on behind the car which hod passed hm. 


1. Selma, Aleboma_ 


pr sas 


1 ere ahead pais dae d Bk the property 52.5 ae 
° FP ͤ .... le tall cama | 7. 


t 
— 


4 * * * : t „ TOL Noe oe ey ote 1 wee > * ‘> 
0 5 5 N 
‘ owl 0@ 46. + @ CREEP — „%ö ? ——: % KK — 5 
* 
1 * 
1 ‘ 
5 — 1 se * . 
‘ P * 
i ’ ; ‘ . 8 
é ‘ 
98 ° l : 
a * + 1 
* * 1 
* ‘ * 
oe . 


SMITH odvised thot he cannot wi sure as to the wie of the * 
passed them at this time, but stated it seemed that the color was between em .. 
orange und a red, but more of an orange color. He thought from the taillights of this 
vehicle that it might be a 1964 or 1965 Pontiac Bonneville model. He described the 
taillights as being tall and slender. He stated he did not notice the model of this 


automobile; nor could he describe the license plate which appeared on it. 


SMITH stated that he could recall no other incident out of the 
ordinary which hod occurred during their travel from the airport to Selma, Alabama. 
When they arrived at Selma, Alabama, they went directly to the George Washington 
Carver Housing Project, where he ond the white lady and two white girls got out 2 
of the cer. LEROY MOTON remained in the car with Mrs. LIUZZO os they" >"> 
were going to return to Montgomery, Alabama, in order to bring more of the civil 

rights workers back to Selma. 
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On April 1, 1965, PAUL E. SHOFFEITT, Asie tant 
Director, State of Alabama, „ Department of Toxicology and 
an al Investigation, Auburn, Alabama, furnished * e 
a copy of the autopsy report prepared by his 
epartment in connection with the case of VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, 
Case Number 50-49455. — 
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The details of this report are as ne: ae 


SUBJECT: Post-Mortem Examination 


At the request of Major J. R. Jones, State Investigator, “and ~~ “@*"* 
with authorization of Circuit Solicitor Arthur B. Gamble, .. nm. 
Jr., a post-mortem examination was conducted on the body - 

of Viola Gregg Liuzzo, white female, at the White Chapel 

Funeral Home, Montgomery, Alabama. Time of examination was 

12 midnight on March 25, 1965. Body was identified by State 
Investigator J. F. Gardner. State and Federal Officers and 
funeral home personnel were present part of the time during 

the post-mortem examination. Guy V. Purnell, Toxicologist, | 

of this Department assisted with the examination. : 


EXTERNAL EXAMINATION: 


This is the unembalmed body of a moderately obese, white | 
female, measured height 5 feet 2 inches and estimated weight 

150 pounds, resembling the reported age of 39 years. Scalp 

hair is reddish-blonde. Teeth are natural with three upper 
left, two upper right, three lower left, and four lower right 
missing but not of recent extraction. After photographs are 
made, bloodstained clothing consisting of a girdle, tors 
brassiere, slip and dress is removed from body. Two rings 

on ring finger on left hand, one ring on right finger of 

right hand, and wrist watch on left wrist are 9 So. 

State Investigator Lt. B. J. Dixon. 5 
ZBloods ta ins cover the major portion of the head, neck, and 
face; expecially, the left side. Bloods ta ins are also on 
hands and smaller stains are on lower extremities below the 
knees. Feet are soiled. Soiled areas also appear on the 
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kidney. Stomach contains an estimated 5 ounces of a brownish, 4 55 


enn tat 22 
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right hand. Body is ted and additional “photographs | 

e. On lateral surface of upper arms are small dark 

Fingernails are short with no free edge present. an 
old linear scar of the lower mid-abdomen is judged to be 8 
surgical. Lover abdomen is marked with vee lines (striae 
atrophicae). 


THORACIC-ABDOMINAL; 


The thoracic and abdominal cavities are opened with a Y 
incision. There is appreciable fat in the abdominal wall. : 
No evidence of physical trauma is observed to organs of these 
cavities. Lungs possess the typical mottled, glistening 

outer surface with a crepitant feel. Heart is not remarkable 
in size.- Coronaries are patent in the large observed sections. 
There is evidence of minimal atherosclerosis of the aorta in 
the area of the coronary orifices. An appreciable quantity of. 
fat is around the kidneys. Capsules of kidneys peel easily 
revealing a smooth, slightly congested surface. A small quantity 
of a white milky liquid is observed in pelvis of each sectioned 


‘thick: seni liquid. The appendix is not located. Uterus is non, 
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pregnhnt. ‘Adrenals, spleen, liver, and pancreas are not : 
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Cc 
i 
arts of Birmingham in the vicinity | 


4 the southern city. limits of Birminghaz, Alabama. 


ROWE was a ed that he did not have to furaish 
any information, that ny information he furnished could | 
be used against him in a court of law and that he yoy 
consult an attorney. HS vas irforzsed that he would be trans- 
ported immsdiately to the office of the U. 8. Comnissi er 
in the U. 8. Post Office Building at Birminghan, ba * 
where bond would be set and that while at the U. S. Wos 
Office Building he would be placed in the ¢ustody of the 
U. S. Marshal. ROWE made no statement except to the effect 
that he would contact — „ while at ths office tf ...... 
the U. 8. Marshal. . e 
ROWE was immediately transported to be office 
of the U. S. Marshal at Birmingham, Alabama, and was 
afforded an immediate appearance before U. &. Commissioner 
LOUISE O. CHARLTON, it being noted that ROWE's attorney, 
MATT MURPHY, JR., was present. 
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2 At 1:48 p. n., ‘March 26, 1965, a search warrant 2 vod 


at the arartrent cf GARY THOMAS ROE, R., Apartment Nusber 351, 
205 16th Place, Southyest, Birmingham, Alabama, in the company 


7 yo of cial Agents 

f = Specia gent executed search 
a nt issued by the D. 8. rthern District 

: : al 


of Alabama. 


The apartment was entered through the unlocked 
rear door, after permission to enter had been requested. 
It was determined upon entering the apartment that it was 
. unoccupied. A copy of the search warrant and a list of 
items taken pursuant to the search warrant vas left at the 


premises at 2:35 p.m. * , 


Th r es were searched an 
— an and the search was completed at 2:35 p.m. 
arch 26, 5. 0 8 ‘ 


15 5 ad * 
“The following items were taken: a 4 * 


2 Qne setal contagaer, arny brown lor * TTh 


Wos héYolioying gar Ss 2 Do n6t’usée as Tood conta iar, 
0 cartridges .30 carbine ball 11 in 50 round. ao 


cartons lot LC 13029." 85 1 ? 
‘Containing as follows: : 3 3 


) 3139 rounds of various 38 live momition | | 
and one spent .22 cartridge casing. 


25. 2... *: 


8 tao —55 ro — 
one 30 round capacity magezine rer 0 ae 4: 
caliber revolver. — 


" 700 One cloth bag containing 3 3 5 
various caliber Aird ganunition.and one spent - 
. „88 cartridge casing. The bag is marked  _ 


~ (Cherry-Burrell Corp. 
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D) Tour boxes of "Western Brand Super-Match" i Be 
midrange .30 caliber ammunition containing a 
total of 80 rounds of live ammunition and 


80 spent cartridges. 
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One German made bayonet and sheath. 


One .38 caliber Western live cartridge found 
bedroom dresser. 
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— — ‘SUGENE THOMAS arrived at the FBI Officio 
th Floor, 2121 . — re N P< na: 45 . 
reh 26, 1965. . * 
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3 ‘THOMAS departed the FBI Office, 14th . | 

1 oor, ‘e121 Suiiding, Birmingham, Alabama, at 1:22 . 25 3 
reh 26, 1965, en oute to the U. 8. Commissioner's 2 
fice, located in the U. 8. Courthouse, Sth Avenue and ~~: 
th Street. He arrived at the U. 8. Commissioner's 

Office in the U. 8. Courthouse at 1:29 p.m. on March 28, 


1965. 
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ren a 3 . 42 8 Camera and 
Kodak 4 ~ K Kxtacolor film, six photographs were 
aken of a 1952 Impala, white over red, 1 1065 A 4 
labama License Plate 1B 36964. ‘as oes 
— ee 
Each photograph was taken using 2 e 22 
408 bulb while vehicle was parked in front of — 2 Re 
Cafe, 2200 - Sth Avenue North. | | 


The photographs were made in the following 
sequence: 


3/4 view of passenger side of automobile 
from frent. oP, 


Front view of vehicle + * % 10 


— — 3 


3/4 nene showing license pia 


3/4 view of passenger side of prehicie 
from rear. o 2 


3/4 view of front and driver side of vehicle 
Driver side view of vehicle. 
Transparencies and one copy of each photograph 


have been identified with the date taken and the initials 
END ¢ 
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* In connection with the serving of a search warrant, 
rved on Mrs. FLOSSIE LOISE THOMAS, wife of EUGENE THOMAS, 
1819 12th Avenue, North, Bessemer, Alabama, on March 26, 165, 
Zid in connection with a Consent to Search statement voluntarily 
Furnished by Mrs. FLOSSIE LOISE THOMAS concerning her 1958 
Oldsmobile, bearing 1965 Alabama license 1B-19643, the following 
articles were taken, as indicated below: , b q N 


Art icle : 


Smith & Wesson’ 
revolver, 
‘e 0418827 
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6 rounds R-P.38 
\ Special anmunition 


28 Smith and 
‘Wesson- snub- 
nosed revdttér 
" SW 279465 


= S-rounds .38 
ealiber ammunition 
@ €4 — REM-UMC.38 „ 


‘wpecial, 1 R-P 
uss special) 


“1 vor Peters 22 — 


gauge SP extra long 
. eng shotgun shells * 
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1 Revelation 12 
gauge shotgun shell ‘ 


1 Newport Model CN 
double barrel sawed 
off shotgun, Serial — —ů— —2—. 
Number 170594 \ ae ta : 


1 box Remington 

12 gauge shotgun 
shells 

containing 21 shells 


1 box of spent .38 
caliber shells 


6 rounds Peters 
„88 caliber 
ammunition 


as - e 


In connection with a search and at the 3 
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residence of EUGENE THOMAS, 1519 12th Avenue North, * n;: 
Bessemer, Alabama, pursuant to a search warrant dated - = °3.. 
ch 26, 1966, the following articles were observed «© ==: | | 


E the residence of EUGENE THOMAS and are as follows: ance 


Description of Article ic —, —_ 


1 bullwhip ~. 
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kr rusty chain, 30% 


1 le=gth 


1 rubber hose, metal 
— 2 approxi- ‘ 
mately a5" in length 


White Klan robe and 
odd 


5 United Klans of 
« America applications 
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‘Pursuant to a consent to search, eet 
furnishes : THOMAS, Special ccs 
a proceeded to search a 1903 Chevrolet, 
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d atop, white over red, which bore Alabara license | eT 
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1136964, Vehicle Identification — —— The 
following articles were taken: 57 


: * articles 
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i box Pe texas 
„38 caliber arrun 


ion, whith “pasuatts : 
19 rounds of ennun tion 
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yellow rug, 
b x 31" 
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@iectrical Tape 


¢ 1 roll brown 
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— At 11:18 a.m., March 26, 1965, WILLIAM ORVILLE 


— EO % — 


ce ow 


vibes was apprehended at his residence, Route 6. Box $6¢ 


Bessen - Alabama, by 2 
and 


—— 


When EATON was placed under arrest he was 
standing in the middle of his living room on the first 
floor of his premises. | 
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are 


rom nis 5 n 
„Habana, to FBI Headquarters, 2121 Building, Birminghan, 4 


Alabama. The 6 time at BI Headquarters was 12:06 p. ., 
March 26, 1965 
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. e 20) March 27, 1965, 


wWILLIAM QRVILLE EATON arrived at the FB ‘Office, 


Ae Birdingh he custody of Agent 
b Cc pa at 12:10 p. n., Marc 
ediately taken into a private room and a physical 2 


3 was obtained from hin. The contents of his ae 
‘were examined but nothing was taken tren his wallet. EATON 
dad no money on his — . : se 
4 5 
EATON was not interviewed at this time since he 
had previously advised that he wished to furnish no surtner 
information pertaining to the matter involved. — 


At 12:56 p. n., March 26, 1965, EATON was photographed 
in the FBI Office. At 1:01 p.m. on March 26, 1965, EATON 
was fingerprinted in the FBI Office. The fingerprinting 5 
was completed at 1:06 p. : — r 


: * 
26, 1965, EATON Wis transported 
from the FBI Office to the 
mmissioner LOUISE O. CHARLTON, Room‘ 300, 
Federal Building, Birmingham, Alabama. EATON arrived at 
Mrs. — © office at 1: 36 p. ., March 26, eit 
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2 3 11 05 u. n., March 26, 1965, COLLIE LEROY rms, 
In. F 4005 - 40th Way, Fairfield, "Alabama, was arrested at 7s: 3 

f Hig ph 11, Bessemer, Alabama, while driving a two-tone 4 55 

aS green Chevrolet, bearing 1965 Alabama License Number _— me 

; LKINS was advised of the identity of the Agerts and 8A 2 
pac exhibited his credentials to WILKINS. WILKINS — 

f was advised that he was under arrest and no threats, force 

or promises were made to WILKINS. WILKINS was advised by 

SA that he did not have to make a statement, any 

statement he did make could be used against him in a court 

of law and that he had a right to consult an ä prior 

to making a statement. P ae 


At 11:09 a. n., WILKINS was 1 in an . 


of the FBI and was — * * * 
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lL, KINS was photographed opt fin er 54 departed 
‘the 6ffice in the company of — i : 7 
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— pursuant to a search warrant issued * LOUISE o. 
ARLTON, United States Commissioner, Birmingham, on March 
65, the living quarters of COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, R., 

0 resides with his parents, Mr. and ¥rs. CoLIE "LEROY 


WILKINS, SR., at 4005 40th Way, Fairfield , were 2 
searched by e aa and — 
search warrant w esented to n S. WILKINS at 


their residence, dy — at which time Mr. - 
WILKINS stated that he You nterpose no objections to © 


the search. * 


* * 9 2 
er „„ 


one Wards Westerr eld Repeating Rifle, Model S1A, 22 ca 
4 Aon rifle, which dus disengaged fon the stock,.ands 
An a brown ‘canvas carrying ease. fre nigen 
© was located. * „ 


A copy of the seam arrant as — by United 


_ € Btptes Connissione LOUISE HARL a est. with dré ™ 


+ WHXIks, SR. , Werlebting Bre — 
search 
at 5:30 PAL. oF 
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. a 4 Graphic, 4 x 8 Canera and 
Triax 42 8 Kodek film, the following individuals were 
hotographed ducing the time set forth. In each instance 
front, profile and stand-up view were nade. 


+ 
— * 


* 7 * 


12: 46 12:54 p.m. —- COLLIE LEROY WILKINS 
12:54 - 1:01 p. u. - WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON 
1:15 -.1:22 p. a. EUGENE THOMAS 


rn 


„„ 


Negatives 1, 2 and 3 contain photographs of 
COLLIE LEROY WILKINS. 


Negatives 4, 8 and 6 contain photographs of 
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, ‘apenas: Jf) 8 SS secs 


Negatives 7, 8 and 9 contain photographs of 
EUGENE THOMAS. 
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4 . Ollowing investigation was conducted by BA ere 
be and K at Prattville, Alabama, . 
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on March 29, 1965. 7 


| JEAN COLLINS, employee, Go Go Restaufant, was shown 
photographs of four subjects and she related she did not recall 
them being at that restaurant on the morning of Thursday, a 
March 25, 1965. She said she felt she vould recall the boys 
had they been in the restaurant together for breakfast. She 


stated that Mr. R. K. JACKSON eats breakfast there almost erate — 


morning and might recall the four — ie 


R. K. JACKSON was shown e of the subj ects and - 
was unable to identify them. He stated he had breakfast at the . 
Go Go Restaurant on March 25, 1965, but does pot recall the our f 
subjects being there for breakfast on that date. * ; 


i Ms 

FLORENCE ALINE POWELL. employee, Go Go Restaurant; 4 
said she was the waitress working at the Go Go,Restaurant on 
the morning of March 25, 1965. She viewed photographs of 3 


subjects and stated she did not recall any of them cating 
18 


breakfast there on that date. She stated the restaurant 
operated by.a Mr. BOIN and he had owned the restaurant for 
Only two weeks and he was not there on the morning of March 25, 
1965. ‘ 8 
5 3 : 1 ‘ Oe: tee Bua ode , 

„ CARLTON advised he frequently eats ene 
breakfast at the Go Go Restaurant but was not there on gde 
-morning of March 25, 1965. oe * „„ § aes: 

Fron observation it was observed that the Go G0%oo 

Restaurant is located on a cross street just West of U. 8. 
Highway 31. It is the first place of business located on ~ 
this cross étregt and the restaurant faces South. The cross =. 
street is the first cross street South of the — vane Paes 
which bears the naue Prattville, Alabama. 1 *. e 


| TOM H. KENNEDY, owner, Bek's Frostop Cafe, advised 
de does not serve breakfast and does not open each day until | 
approximately 10:00 a.m. He stated he serves almost 2 oR 
barbegue at the cafe. He was shown photographs of the subjects; 
aad s ated he did not recall seeing any of — at his 5 7 
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From observation it is noted the Frostop Cate 080 f 
West and is located on the East side of U. 8. 31 Just nor th 
of the —Z cross street. 


SARAH COOK, waitress, American Cafe and Pan-Ap Service 
Station, U. 8. Highgay 31, advised sbe was the only employee 
working at that Cafe on Thursday morning. March 25, 1965. -She 
viewed photographs gf the subjects and advised she does not . 
recall them having preaktast at that Cafe on March 25, 1965. 
She stated she felt’sure she would recall them had they Saaten “SETS = sige 
breakfast there. | ; 


L. GODWIN, vemployee, Pan- An Service Station, 150 800 
on U. 8. Highway 31, was shown photographs of the subjects and 
he related he does not recall ever seeing either of them in _ 


past. 


Through observation it was observed that the American 
Cafe faces East on U. S. 31 and is across the street from the 
Fros top Cafe. It is op the West side of U. 8. 31 and is on the 
corner of the first cross street below the water tor. Py 
H. F. GATES, Old Hickory BarbequefRestaurant, stated. 
he was the only employee working at that restaurant on the 8 
morning of March 25, 1965. He stated that restaurant does not 
serve breakfast and only sells barbeque and camp ste. } 
viewed photographs of the subjects and stated that they | 
unknown to him and he does: not recall them being in ais rest- 8 
aurant. * 5 4 82 fee! 


Mr. J. J. FULLER and his wife, EIA, stated they 
have operated the Old Hickory Restaurant for two weeks. They . 
stated they were not vorking on the morning of March 25, 19685 
as only Mr. GATES was there. They viewed pbotographs of the 
-subjects and stated the subjects were unknown to then. 


Through observation 1 was observed that the old — 
Hickory Barbeque faces North and is across the street from 
the Go Go Restaurant. It has sn artificial brick front and 
upon weaving 
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Through 10 it was Sten there is no 
alias parking lot in the Prattville ares 8 the area of 


the Go Go Restaurant. 0 
%, 


. V. H. MARTIN, operator of a Stangard 011 Service 
Station on Page Court, Prattville, Alabamwy, advised there 
are no all-day parking lots in the area that station or 


the Go Go Restaurant. 


' 
‘ 


JOE PENTON. Joe's Ca * Sec ice Station, 615 north f 
Main Street, Prattville, Alabama, adWsed there are no parking 5 
lots in the area of his service stet on or the Go Go — * 
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— ur iz the morning and af oon 25, . 
this ent, in tine company of SA vas assigned : 
to foot the march of the demons rs irom the camp site at 


the vo $4 of St. Jude, Montgomery, Alabama, to the State Sete 
in Montgomery, Alabama, and thereafter to mingle in the area of 
the assembly to observe any incidents in ‘violation of Federal lav. | 


tee eee ot kee ee 


in Rt NOD met te at 


At an unrecalled time early during this afternoon, f ‘ 
this Agent went to an Amoco Service Station located on Dexter 
Street, and which is recalled to be Hull Street, approximately 
two blocks away from the Capitol for the purpose of attempting 
to get something to ent. 


„ Rar + 


* - . 
= 


In order to 1 | the immediate srea of the assenbly, 
this Agent was requested by National Guard personnel to show . 
his credentials. Immediately thereafter, “Security officer“ 
of the marchers requested identification at the perimeter of Na 
the crowd. : ‘ 

Upon entering onto the premises of the Amoco Station, 
with credentials still in hand, the owner of same asked for is 
identification. At this time the credentials were shown again. 


At the Amoco Station this Agent obtained two Coca Colas, 
a package of donuts, a package of fig bars, and a package of 
cigarettes. While in this station, this Agent did not use the 
telephone. | 3 


Upon obtaining the afore-mentioned items, this Agent 
left the station and returned to an observation point 6—— 
bIC by Agent Min where the refreshments were consumed. - 5 .- _ - 


While at the service station, ebnorvetion 1 
- that there were approximately 17 to 20 white males on the premises. 
These persons were observing the demonstration and speaking to „ 
each other and at the time were not heckling the marchers. Pes 


. ©The person who waited on this Agent spoke of having 
Lost money by the day's activities, which indicated he was the 
. owner of this service station. He was observed to be a white 
“male, approximately 48 50 years of age, 5' 8", 175 pounds, graying 
hair, wearing glasses and a gray uniform. 7 28 
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on March 1, 1965, Special Agent 
zeertained the following information from Major Genera 
FRED HARRISON, Adjutant General for State of Alabama; 


The military personnel guarding the route f 

‘e March on March 25, 1965 in Montgomery, was integrated - - 

th units from the 503 MP Battalion (regular Army), Ft. : 

‘age, North Carolina; the 3ist MP Company, Alabama National D e 

ard from Birmingham; and the 256th MP Battalion, Headquarters, R 

om Linden, Alabama. : * 
There is no record of names or ranks of persons 

sationed at particular points along the parade route, and 

mer than the above, there is no way of pinpoining the name 

> rank of any individual. 


The remaining manner of determining the identity 
this Major would be to interview all majors assigned to 
ze above listed units. 
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Alabama. Fhoto taken from center of Dexter Avenue looking north. 


Jack's Grill, located on U. 8. Highway N north of - 
Montgomery , > and about & mile west of the overpass —~. 
leading to the main entrance to Maxvell Air Force Base. Photo . 
taken looking northvest. Grill is located on north side of 3 


Highway 31. : : a . Pie 


oi Hickory Ber- locatedm southvest corner of | a 
intersection of U. B. Highway 31 and Alabama Route 14 at a 
Prattville, Alabama. —— eee CE a RS 
Route 14 from the Go-Go Restaurant. 9 — “ae 


Go-Go Restsurant, located on northvest corner of 
intersection of U. B. Highway 31 and Alabama Route 14 at 
Prattville, Alabama. This photo shows a water tank in the 
dackgromd with the lettering "PRATTVILIE". The tank is 
painted aluminum while the lettering is faded red. This 
restaurant is directly north across Route 14 from the O14 


Hickory Bar-B-Q,. 


; The original negatives of these photos were developed 
in Nontgomery, Alabama. 
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The a ans W was etc by SAs . 

On April 1, 1965, photographs of EUGENE THOMAS, - 
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, GARY THOMAS 
ROWE, JR., and a 1962 "Chevrolet, Impala, color red and 


white, bearing Alabama License 1B-36964, were shown to the 
— W with negative results: 


NES FREEMAN, Owner, Freeman’ s Angco Station, 
Route #6, ‘Rox 35-4, ont gonery, — 


— 
3 — 


3 9 — 1 3 


NORUAN WELCH, Manager, Taylor's 1 Station, - r 
2310 Birminghas Highway, Mont — Alabama. # © 25 


Nr. FREEMAN stated he is the owner and operator of 

Freeman's Amoco Station, and remaipe at the station until + * 
closing time esch night. He stated he can think of no one * 
else who was at the station, other than himself, on mia 25, 
1965, between the hours of 8380 and 9:00 Pu. wie 

N 

Mr. WELCH stated he is the manager 6 

American Station and was the only employee there during the 
evening of Uerch 25, 1965. Mr. WELCH further stated that 
en March 25, 1965, Taylor’s American Station was closed at 
about 8:00 PM, * is the normal closing time for each 
Thursday. oe 
It is to be noted that the above-described et ge 
American Service Stations were the only ones observed on ey Se 

Highway #31, North, from the North City Limits of Montgomery, . 
Alabama, to Aithin fifty miles of Birminghan, = 

. TOM JONES, American 041 

An Montgomery, Alabama. advised 8A 

charge tickets for March 25, 1965, 

'the Credit Department, American 011 — 1 one — 

3 2 » I11inois. 
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Mr. MURRAY PATTERSON, Owrer, American 
service Station, 351 Dexter Avenue, Montgomery, 
advised as follows: 


ee ORR fo ee ee ee ee . — 
U 


He stated that during the afternoon 
of the civil rights demonstration and march, which 

tcok place on March 25, 1965, a spectator to the march 

entered his station and advised him that one of the 

dermustrators had cut the line te a4 pudjic phone booth 

located outside of his station. e erated he did note 
know the idertity of the spectator. Ne added that during 
this same day, an Army Major was sonetibes parked optsidde 

of his station in an Army jeep. He stated that on about 

two occasions this Arme Major ente ved his station, ne 

stated that he believed the Major's last mame vas * 

GIBSON, but added that he was not positive of thig. | 

He added that he did not know if the Maior was attached 


to the regular Army or the Army National Guard. 
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RAY uC DANIEL, Office Manager, Southern Bell Wees 25 
“ind Telegraph Company, furnished the following W ey ae 


eee i a 
He locate a repair order for telephone number | . 4 
or reflecting that at 1:07 PM, March 25, 1965, a report 
was eived marked PATTERSON, 351 Dexter, reporting a era 
broken during march. The report reflects that installer- 
 vepairman with initials A. T. 8.“ was dispatched at 7:15 AM 
on March 26, 1965, and he reported the receiver cord was cut . 
during march. The cord was replaced and the complaint cleared 
at 8:22 AM, March 26, 1965. 


Mr. MC DANIEL advised that if” H. MITCHAM, Plant 
Manager, is the custodian of repair records quoted above. 


MITCHAM’s home address is 112 K— Drive, * — 
Alabans. 


1 N es 
ur. MC DANIEL advised that installer-repairman 

A. T. SUMMERLIN was the man who repaired e His 

home address is 833 Martha Street, Apartment B » Monégomery, 
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{ On March 29, 1965, MURRAY PATTERSON, 8 eas 
vice St§tion, 351 Dexter Avenue, Montgomery, ‘ai e 
manager is 


phone Number 262-9402, advised Specisl Agents 5 
he that he 43 the ower See 
ce Stat ien. He stated thas he was at the station. 


1 25, 1965, all day 1 that due to the march of | 
41 rights demonstrators, did not attempt te conduct business 
t day inasmuch as the streets were blocked off and the 


ds were poten. j 
PA ON advised shat there were mass numbers 
people in the vicinity of his gae station ail Gay long 
that he could not gecall any four iniividusls who were there | 
any length of time.\ FATIERCON was enen Fhodographs of EUGENE . . oe 
MAS, WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, COLLTE LENOY WILKINS, and e 
re THOMAS ROWE, JR. PATTERSON s2id he could not state that 
‘se four individuals were at his gas stution on March 25, 
5, as the crowds were so large he could not recognize any 
ticular person. ~ 5 5 * 
PATTERSON fursher edvised that WICHARD CASTLEBERRY 
>; working part time at the g&: esaticn en Parcel: 25, 1965, 
it was his day off. He said that CASTLFBERRY lives on 
-nville Road, Montgomery, Ajabana, and works for the 
board Railroad Company. # rq 


On March 29, 1965, Jo J. HORTON, U-Park 
‘king Lot, Montgomery, Alatama, ady ined he wae working -.- 

. Gay on March 25, 1965, end etated that he recalled that 5 
cars were parked in his lot that day and inasmuch as Chis are 
‘king lot is a self-park type place, he could not recall . 

* specific cars that were parked there. HORTON was 3 
cifically asked if he recalled a 1962.red and white, two 
r, hardtop Chevrolet in the lot on that date and HORTON ~~ 
‘lied that he could not recall make or color of * 3 
cific car in his 10. 


On March 29, 1965, JOHN B. GRIMES, employee, 15 
Arc Parking Lot, Monroe and Lawrence Streeps, advised he. . 
tld not recall seeing the red and mite, two. door, hardtop 5 
vrolet on that lot inasmuch as the cars are sparked by the . . — 5 
, and aue to the large number of vehicles. in the 10t. | 
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{ ~ SPEXCER EUGENE 2— bone . Route #1, oa Bie 1 
3 „Alabana, employed as lineman, Alabama Power Company, - 


that he has been in Selma since January 25, 1965, 
work 


on cross-country power lines to the Dan River Project. ~ 8 4 g 


‘He related thut he eats dinner regularly at three 
sim restaurants\in Selma » one of which is the Silver Moon . 
‘Cafe. . 


cooxxn recalis eating at the Si lver Moon Cafe on 
Thursday evening, March 25, 1965. He estimates that he 
arrived at the cafe at approximately 7:00 * and stayed 
from 45 minutes to an hour. 7 


COONER does not recall 60 any well-dressed . —— * 2 
individuals in the cafe. He was shown photographs of subjects . 
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, EUGENE THOMAS, CQLLIE LEROY WILKINS, ; 
and GARY THOMAS ROWE, IR., but he could Rot identify them 
as being individuals he had ever seen. e was ‘also shown ä 
a photograph of a 1962 Chevrolet, white over red. and ativised - 
that he could not recall having seen this vehicle An the area 
of the Silver Moon Cafe * any time. 


COCNER 1 that he always goes to dinner with 
a group of four or five other Alabama Power Company employees 
who work on the same crew that he does. Whenever this group 
goes into a restaurant for dinner, they always sit at the same 
table, converse among themselves, and generally do not 
associate, pay any attention to, or converse with local 
-citizens who may be: in the restaurant. 
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‘* °° “DAVID GAMBLE, algo known as SHORTY, 1214 Railroad, 
was interviewed at his * and Surnzened the following 


information : 


: ‘He advised that he morks on a part-time basis at 3 
the Silver Moon Cafe, 138 Washington Street, between the hours 
of 6:00 p.m. and midnight on, Fridays and Saturdays. His ~~ 
duties consist of washing diene and cleaning the restaurant 


on these two days. * 


He stated that on March 25, 1965 he was not working 
at the Silver Moon Caf e » and the first . e that he heard that | 


a person was killed on Highway 80 east of Selma was that 
evening while he was watching television, and a news bullet in 


was flashed over television concerning the killing. 


5 advised that he could not furnish any ariden * 


r with this killing nor did he hear of anyone who. may 
have been involved in the killing of VIOLA li10ZZ0 the night: of 


March 25, 1965. 4 8 4 
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ur. MORRIS PERRY, 2520 vater n advised that AE 
he recglls being in the Silver Moon Cafe on Thursday, March oy art 
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25, 1865, at approximately 3:00 PM for a little while after 
which he "left. He said later on that evening between 6:00 4 
and 6:30 PM, he came back to the Silver Moon Cafe where he == =~ 
met HUGHIE CLAY NICHOLS, a fellow employee at Baggett Trans- 
fer Company who was already in the cafe. He said that they 
had a cup of coffee together, during which NICHOLS told him 
about a trip he was making for the company hauling material 
to various nearby cities and also to Birmingham, Alabana. 

PERRY stated that he was on vacation and had planned to take - 

a ride with NICHOLS @n this trip, and after approximately 20 

minutes in the cafe, he went across the street to the Coffee 

Pot Cafe to call his mother to tell her he was going on this 

trip and would be away from home over night, whereupon they r 

= in a 2 truck and returned to Selma the —T 838 
ay. 


PERRY recalled that PETE. LACKEOS and jae LARSON 
were the only two people he can specifically remember who 
were working at tao Sidver Moon but could not recall what 
other custoness, if any, were in there at that tine, He 
stated that he and NICHOLS sat at a table in front of the 
juke box, and he did not notice Any — 
four nen dressed ‘ee suits. 


PERRY stated he was unable to identify 8 3 
of COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, EUGENE THOMAS, WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, 
and GARY THOMAS ROWE as anyone he has ever secn and stated 
be did not notice a 1962 Chevrolet, white over red, parked | 

anywhere around the Silver Moon that evening. feo 


He stated that he recalls sccing photographs 
in the newipapors of the four men arrested in Birminghan, 
Alabama, r killing some white woman on the highway 
between Selma and Montgomery, Alabama, and at that tine 
looked them over carefully and did not 2 any of 
theu as people he knew. 
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a Mr. PETE 2. LACKEOS 800 7th Avenue, Selma, n 
_ of Silver Moon Cafe (SMC), 13 Washington — Selma, furnished the 
- following information : aS 


: Ss ee this cn Mn OS, 2065, be eber bod en Gaty 
the SMC eat approximately 9 AM and as usual worked there until about 
3230 PM, when he was relieved by his wife, Mrs. CUOLA LACKEOS, Wo 
normally relieves him between the hours of 5:30 FM ena 7:30 FM daily. 
Following a period of about 2 hours at his hom, he returned to the 
EMC and remained there unt i closing tim, midnight. Mr. LACKEOS ° eee 
stated that his wife left the S&C by cab st about 7:30 NM, saga Cat. ae 
he could not recall the cab company she use. 


oe 


Mr. LACKEOS ecvised that the *— et On OR a 
wae on duty March ‘25, 1965, beginning at 2 Ni that date: 


OUIDA A. IARSON, 2 M. 10 B 
ELSIE GREINER (phonetic), 11 AM 9 PM 
HELEN BEVERLY MARTIN, 10 PM - midnight. 


The above three iniividuals are waitresses; ! | BEVERLY 
MARTIN is not regularly employe’ st Si end filled in the ‘wo 3 
period for LARSON who requested two hours off that evening. Py 

in addition to the above, EDGAR STRIPLING, 2 neem 
handyman, who also assists behind the bar und has no regular: hours, 
was around the ost of the day and evening. 


LACKEOS afivised that he aid not 
‘was off duty during approximate period 
1965, but believed he left at about 
or s tly later. On return to the SM, he 
about $ full of people, Among tho 
WAMON O'HEAL: HOGGIE, who was si 
he believed HOGGSIE left at about 
HOGGIE to be with anyone while 
R. B. „erer ele 


‘rst obsery g t 10 B 
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= — (aa “seals * 
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Ind left alone about 10:30 FM, ‘LACKEOS advised that be did not ese 
BIMER I. COOK or WILLIAM STANLEY BOGGLE in the SMC the evening f 
March 25, 1965. , ou 


: He stated that the only other persons he could recall by 

mame who were customers in the SM dur that night were MI 

and her husband (Fu) LANGSTON (phonetic) or LIVINGSTON (phonetic), | 

and GRADY DEASON, a mechanic for the Ford Company in Selma who has 

a limp and whose father is in the vegetable business. He said chat 

MARIE and her husband were there sometime after he returned to duty S oom a 

EE ee ae. — 

or when they left. 8 ; R 
LACKEOS stated that GRAY DRASOW arrived at somtime 

between 7:30 FM and 8 PM with unknowh male, stayed there with hin 

about 14 hours and then they left together. He could not em 

these two -individuals having any gontact with other patrons in 

the SMC during that period. Be pertbed this wines inftvitial * ets 

as follows: N * * * . 

4 ie ee ee 
7 White 

, Male . 

: About 35 years 
859 5 i” 
Unrecallede 
Slim 
Dark, full dead of hair 
Dark blue t, no hat, no 
top coat. e 


Be stated he haf not cen this individual previously 3 
to his knowledge. - | | ü e 

hee stated that tvo other male individuals nn, 
GMC shortly after 7:30 N and a few minutes after GRADY DEASON nd his 
companion arrived. These two individuals were unknown to him nd to his 1 
knowledge he had not previously seen them in the . He observed ...-.... . 
no contact between GRADY DEASON and his companion and these two eee a eis 8 
unknown nales. These individuals left EM together after being § 
ther approximately 10 to 15 minutes. He believed that each had 


22 tite 2 Sa - 


. — = pe . : —— — 


—— re 


Gark rain coat, or top 
no hat. 


* to uo years 
170 - 180 
Large 

Dark, full head 


Dark suit, no rain coat, no hat. 
ws oa 


\ ) 
ZACKEOS efvised that he could recell nothing further at .... 


this time concerning other patrons in the G0 during evening of 


March 25, 
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Mrs. CUOLA LACKEOS, hs gh eb with her husband, 
TE Z. LACKEOS, of the Silver Moon Cafe, 138 Washington . 
reet, was contacted at the Silver Moon Cafe and she advised 
at she did not desire to discuss any matters or be 
estioned by the FBI as she was 111. She stated she knew 
no information she could furnish to the FBI and any 
rther discussion would cause her condit ion to become 
8e. 
f 9 eon eg ——— — ena Satematteerse 
She refused to view the photographs of the —— 5 
fividualis for identification purposes: te 


EUGENE THOMAS, Sheriff's Gffise F 113 073, a . 
Birmingham, Alabama, Gute o- photograph, i. 
March 26, 1965. 


8 
4 
° 0 * 
GARY THOMAS ROWE, Jr., ner ir fs Office 5113 , 
A Alabama P cate of oe 


WILLIAM ORVILLE EATO:;, Scr? Office, 
Birmingham, Alabema, Number unknown, date 
of photograph Marck 26, 1965. 7 


7 


COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, Sheriff's office, 
Birmingham, Alabama, Number unknown, date 
of photograph March 26, 1965. 


The rn was terminatel’i at this be 
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1 ither recommendations sor conclusions of the l. © be the property of the FBI and fe loened to 
ageacy, it and its contents are not to be disiribuicd outside your agency. 
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Mr. PETE Z. LACKEOS was contacted at his place 
* business, the Silver Moon Cafe, 138 Washington Street, 

d he advised that he did not desire to talk to the FBI 

further. concerning matters of an officia? nature. 

> gaid he was 111 and that any further discussion concerning 

we Silver Moon Cafe or what may have happened in the 

aver Moon Cafe or on Washington Street outs: ꝛde the Silver 

on Cafe would upset hin further. 


He refused to view the photographs of the 3 . 
dividuals for identification purposes: ioe a ty 


EUGENE THOMAS, Sheriff's Office F 113 073, 
Birmingham, Alabama, date of photograph, 


March 26, 1965. 8 
* 


GARY THOMAS ROWE, IR., Sheriff's Office 7113 076, es 3 
Birmingham, Alabama „ Gate of photograph CCC 
March 26, 1965. + 


WILLIAM ORVIILE EATON, Sheriff's office, 
Birmingham, Alabama, Number unknown, date 
of photograph March 26, 1965. ‘ 


COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, Sheriff's obrice, 
Birmingham, Alabama, Number unkn date 
of photograph March 26, 1965. : 


The interview was terminated at this oint. 
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9 1 Selma, Alabama 
pp iii — 
: -: @ocument contains aeither recommendations mor conclusions . Ube the property of the FBI and ie leaned to’ nl 
oes agency, U and ite ovatents are not Lo be distribuied outside you agency. 


2 2%, 5 . awit rere? Ps — — ot 
* . Pe eee, e ‘wth ge “apes 28 re Ever — nee aces —.— ——— — 


5 een S 


* * 2 = 


e- . mt. r -s N 2 
> 


eee r gs, S ese: — ire 


"EDERAL BUREAL or INVEST IGATION 


2 


* tor ** * nne * 
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M PETE LACKEOS, owner of the Silver Moon Cofe, 134 Wothington We, 25 
advised that since he wos last contocted by FBI Agents he had spoken th his... .- -- 
waoltress, OUIDA LARSON: In an attempt to determine who may have been around 
Silver Moon Cafe on the evening of March 25, 1965. He sald the only strangers 
OUIDA mentioned having seen that evening were three young men who told her 
they were in Selma in connection with some new factory which supposedly is 
moving to Selma. He said he knows nothing more about these men and does not 
recall seeing them. 7 


Mr. LACKEOS stowed the photographs of THOMAS, EATON, WILKINS, ene 
~ ROWE but stated he could not idem ify any of them as persons he has seen in the r 
Silver Moon Cafe or elsewhere. He was also shown e photograph of a 1962 Chevrolet, . 
white over red in color, and said he could not recall ever seeing this automobile „ 
at ony time. i 
He added thot the only persons he recalls specifically seeing at the Silver 
Moon Cafe on the evening of March 35, 1965, were DEASON and his — name 


unknown, who was a complete stranger. ee te ‘ 
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HELEN BEVERLY MARTIN, £10 Franklin Street, Selma, fain 
rvieved at her residence and vas efivised of the identity 5 


dhe advised that on the of March 25, 1965, OUIDA 
LARSON, waitress at Silver Moon Cafe 78) telephonically contacted = 
asked MARTIN if she wo.1ld work that evening between hours =e’ 
because LARSON wanted to go cut on a date. “ 
she NN at the at approrimately 10 EX 


March 25, 1965, and worked until 12 midnight. 


ani stazed about 15 minutes 
She stated that during the tim: she was at the cafe, she 
could not recall seeing EIMER TL. COOK, NAMON O'NSAL HOGGIE, or - 
oe a pe Ee 


She could furnish no further information. 7 
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E BEVERLY MARTIN, 22) Franklin Street, Selma, Alabama, was © > 


“Antervieved at her reeidence an‘ furnished the following information: . 


| HEIEN MARTIN after viewing the photographs of EUGENE THOMAS, 
Sheriff's Office, Birmingham, Alabama, Nuxber 113073, photo taken March 26, ůũ 
1965; WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, Sheriff's Office, Birmingham, Alabama, under 
not available, but photo taken March 26, 1965; COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, te 
Sheriff's Office, Birmingham, Ala., rer no known, but reflects date 

photo taken as March 26, 19653 ard GAFY TEMAS ROWE, R., Sheriff's. 
Office, Birmingham, Ala., Number 113076, Noto taken March 26, 1965, 


statei she was wmarle to identify any of the persons represented by = = ip er 


the photographs as having been in the pilvez Moon Cafe, Selma, Abena, 
the evening of March 25, 1965. a 


document contains neither 


recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. n the property of the FBI and is leaned to 
and ite contents ere not to be distributed ide your ageacy. | : | 
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ELSIE GRINER, 38 Mechanic Street, furnished the e information: „ 


She advised that she is a woitress at the Silver W Cofe in Selma, 
a and on March 25, 1965, she Weg from Il a.m. until 9 p.m. 


She further advised she does not know EUGENE THOMAS, WILLIAM 
EATON, GARY ROWE, and COLLIE W:LKINS and could not remember any rangers 
being in ‘the Sil ver Moon Cofe on the evening of March 25, 1965. 4 | 


„ „% * 


GRINER also stated she remenkers the following ' ‘persons as being 
customers at the Silver Moon sometime during the evening of March 25, 1965: 
BILLY HALL, "SLIM" WRIGHT, ond GRADY DEASON. : 
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1 EDGAR WILTON STRIPLING, who lives over Gordon's Cafe, Wethington * 
‘treet and Selma Avenue, Selma, Alobomo, advised he worked on the evening rf 
Aarch 25, 1965, at the Silver Moon Cofe. STRIPLING advised he could not remember 
he names of any customers who were in the Cofe during the evening of March 25,9658. 


rr 


STRIPLING stated that EUGENE THOMAS, WILLIAM EATON, GARY ROWE, 
md COLLIE WILKINS are unknown to him: and he was unable to say if they were in the 
alver Moon Cafe dr: ing the evening of Morch 25, 1965. 
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— seis vio Lives in‘a rou over + BILL e + 
Cafe, sWashington Street ani Selm Avenue, Selma, Alebena, furnished the 
2 * information : oe 1 


| STRIPLING after viewing the photcograpas — THOUS, 
Werler“ Office, Bizzungarz, Alabara, 3073, photo taken 1 26, 
1955; WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, Sherite’ s Office, Birmingham, Ala 
number * 1 tut photo taken. “ae 26, 1965; COLLIE LEROY 
? mumber not known, =, 


eo 


the photographs as having * tn tre Silver Moon Cafe, Selma, — 
the evening of March 25, 854 JJC a aaa oF 2 baci eg 
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ee Ur. ere a N | BAGGETT, 114 Mabry 8 a technician ay eae 
at the LaPorte TV Shop, was contacted at his place of bs geal as “epee 
ment ad furnished the following information: | eet ee 2 i = 
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: BAGGETT advised that he is a reguiar customer of the 
Bilver Moon Cafe (Suc) and goes there once or twice a week  . 
@ormally to drink beer on his way home from work. He could not 
recall specifically whether he was at the SMC the night of | 
March 25, 1965, but if he had been there, * 9 — nave 


left around 7:00 PM. 


He advised he had no information as to who may have 
been involved in the murder of Mrs. VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO. 7 


: | BAGGETT, after observing EUGENE THOMAS, WILLIAM Mite — 
ORVILLE EATON, COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, and GARY THOMAS ROWE, R e 
advised that he could not recognize. any of these àndividualses 

as being persons he had ever seen. He was shown photographs 
of a 1962 Chevrolet automobile, white over red in color, also 
and advised that he could not identify this car as being one 
that he ever saw in the area of the Silver — Cafe. f 8. 
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: GRADY DEASON, 523 Hooper Drive, advised on the evening of E 
torch-25, 1965, he ond o friend, CECIL A. BRASHER, arrived at the Silver 
won Cafe in Selma sometime between 6 and 7 p.m. end remained at the Cafe 


stil — 8:30 p.m. soe 


DEASON stated he and BRASHER were ne ond he, DEASCN, 
d not talk with any other customers ot the Cafe. DEASON further stated the only 


_ a980n he remembers being in the Silver Moon Cafe was J. P. WRIGHT. DEASCN. 


ivised he does not know EUGENE THOMAS, WILLIAM EATON, GARY ROWE, 3 pee eee 
vd COLLIE WILKINS and does not know if these persons were in ‘the Silver Moon 
afe on the evening of March 25, 1965. , eae Hes ots 
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1 CECIL A. BRASHER, 408 West Mir iom Street, Baytown, Texas, Funlchod ¥ ; 
the following informction at the residence of GRADY DEASON, $23 Hooper, . oe 
Alabama: . ee 


Ne advised that en March 25, 1965, he was visiting in shia, 6 Alaboma, . . 
and that during this visit he and GRADY DEASON went to the Silver Moon Cafe. „ 
BRASHER stated thot he arrived at the residence of GRADY DEASON sometime 
between 5:30 and 6 p.m., March 25, 1965, and that sometime later, early in the 
evening, they both went to the Silve: Moon Cofe end stayed approximately thirty 
minutes. While ot the Silver Moon Cofe, BRASHER sfoted that the only individuals — 


he recalls talking to were one (FNU) HALL, about 23 years old from Maples ville, ‘ant 
Alabama, and one Sl. IM“ WRIGHT, Won he believes to be a welder. BRASHER RK 
stated he did not talk to any other persons and could not identify any other 


customers in the Cafe. 


BRASHER advised he does nor krow EUGENE THOMAS, WILLIAM EATON, . 
GARY ROWE, end COLLIE WILKINS. ae | : 8 


ü r. a 


tone ber conclusions of the FBI. nee : 


 dectiment comtaine eolther secommendat 
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6 years 
individual vel} enough to 


He stated that he did nct observe EDR L. COOK, MAMIN 

GLE, WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGIE or n. B. KELLY at the 8. during 
the time he was there and further that de recalle no one being there 
who are Gressed up in e suit ani everyone to his recollection was 


dressed casually. 


1 tie, te ae Se Shiiin Se 
Parlor near SM and played pool, visited his mother, and ther vent 
to his home, arriving there about 9:15 PM. He stayed there the 

remainder of the evening. , 


WRIGHT viewed photographs of the following in‘ividuals and 
stated to his knowledge he bas bever 323 eny tims: . 


EUGENE us, Sheriff's Office, Birmingham, Alabama, 
#113073, date of photograph March 26, 15653 


GARY THOMAS ROWE, R., Gherit?'s Office, Birmingham, Alabame, 5 
#113076, date of photograph March 26, 1965 ; Ley 


WILLIAM CRVILLE EATON, Sheriff's brio, Birminghan, 2—. ’ 
number unknom, photo dated March 26, 19653 \ ! 


: 5 i a ie cae — i — 0 ; 5 1 — + | ion ai 155 i * ve : 4 4 ts 
; a — : 8 22 f cs 2 8 
; a Re . 
0 SA ° *. ate — . 


{@ dcoument contains seither recommendations aor Ran cae ee * —— 


— 
992 


® egoacy; An ead Ste contents e aot te be distributed eutside your egeacy. 


Aer ed * 
3 3 8 pos ol — — 
5 eat : a r — 08 — * . 
— Sb sone —ͤ— — * ase 
* 5 — Se wo 89 „„ 

— «4 ——a—[—y„ů ee 3 


922 


2 — 
„ 969. 


nn 


viewed a photograph of 
ged and white Lauf + Impala, at which tim 
not identify this car us being in the vicinity 
Washington Street, — Alabama, on the evening 
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\ELSIE GRINER, 38 Mechanic Street, Selma, 
Alabama, who is employed as a waitress at the Silver Moon 
Cafe, 138 Washington Street, Selma, was contacted and 
viewed photographs of EUGENE THOMAS, Sheriff's Office, 
Birmingham, Alabama, SO Number 113073, Gate of photograph 
March 26, 1965; COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, Sheriffs Of free 
Birmingham, Alabama, 80 Number unknown. date of photo- ox 
graph March 26, 1965; WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON. Sheriff's Office, 
Birmingham, Alabama, SO Number unknown, photograph dated : 
March 26, 1965 and GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. Sheriff. or fiee, - 


— 


1 2 „„ 


Birmingham, Alabama, SO Number 113076, dated March 26. =) =) 
2965. She stated that =§—- she was unable to identify -..-** 
any of these photographs a» individuals known to her. , : 


She advised after viewing the photograph 
of a 1962 Chevrolet, red and white in color, that she did 
not observe this car in the vicinity of the Silver Noon | 
Cafe March 25, 1965. : 

She could not furnish any information in 
connection with the murder of VIOLA GREGG LIUZZ0O which 
took place on Highway 80 East, Selma, Alabama, March said 
1965. 
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„Ars. BuNtia SEAN FULLER, #77 hide Gratton park eee 
(Buddy Trailer), was contacted at ner place of residence, at 
which ine she furnished the following infor nation: 


ca a? *e* N. 
. * 


we advised that ehe ic euployed as secretary a 


ELMER L. COOK, owner of the C & C Novelty Company in Selma, i ok pik 
Alabama. 


On March 25, 1965, 00 Finished her aay's work 1 
the C C Novelty Company at about 6:00 PM that evening and 
went directly home. She advised that she has a three-year |. 
old child which necessitates her getting home around 6:00 Pu 
each evening. She advised that she has a maid who takes care 
of her child during the day. FULLER, after observing photo- - 
graphs of EUGENE THOMAS, COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, GARY THOMAS 8 
ROWE, JR., and WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, advised that she would 
not recognize any of these individuals as being persons ‘she 
had ever seen. She was also shown photographs of a 1962 
Chevrolet automobile, white over red in color, and advised 
that she could not identify this car as being one vane he : 
ever saw in the area of the Silver Moon Cafe. 


She could furnish no information 3 the 
killing of Mrs. VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO which occurred on ä 
#80 east on the evening of March 25, 1965. 
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3 ne following investigation was conducted b 
At Selma, Alabama: | se | ) 


on March 25, 1965 » WINTHROP WORMLEY, Dispatcher 
for Southwind Taxi Service, Ist and Range Street, advised 
that he comes on duty each night at 11:00 p.m. He advised 
that the preceeding shift is hardled by TERESA ADAMS, who 
runs the dispatching radio from 3:00-11:00 p.m. He stated 5 
that he had noticed nothing peculiar since he had been on duty 
and had not seen any cars in the area that he paid an 
particular attention to. He stated that the area of list 
and Range is almost entirely Negro, with the exception of 
some white civil rights workers who have been living in ye 
the area. WORMLEY added that the taxi-cab drivers for South- 
wind often are at the dispatching office when they are not 
Ain service and that it is possible some of them might have 
noticed if any cars containing a group of white males was 
an the vicinity for any length of —_ on — 25, 1965. 
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| 7 RICHARD MOORE, 901 Green Street, Selma, 

Alabana, who is a cab driver for the Southwind Cab eS 
Company, Selma, Alabena, edvised the Southwind Cab Wr 

is just off the corner of Range Street and First Avenue 
and stated that he hadcme on duty at about 9:30 p. n., | 
March 25, 1965. He added that PHILLIP GREEN, Green's eo gaa 
Service Station, Range Street and First Avenue, had told. ----- 
him about the murder which happened on Highway 80, east 

of Selma, at about midnight. He added that he could not 
remember 4f Mr. GREEN told hin where he rece — the 5 
information. — 


Mr. MOORE furt ther advised that directly across ae r 
fron Green's Service St2tion is the B and P Gulf Station, 

mich is operated by HTI. IT FCZ: and also that te 

CMA Market, 1624 Range Street, ye directly ecross the 

street from the B ard P cult Station. Mr. MOORE added Be 

tit the area of Range Street and First Avenue is populated 

mainly by Negroes anid thet eil the businesses in the 2 

area are operated dy Negrves. He further advised that 1 
there are sore white perscns living in the area and purchase 

food at the local grocery store. is 


Mr. MCORE advised thst he knew nothing else con- 
cerning the murder ard that the — person who had mentioned 
it to him was Mr. GREEN, 
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= VIRGINIA LACKOIS, owner, Jet Waben r n 
80 East, Selma, Alabara, advised she had been on duty a 
since 11 a.m., March 25, 1965. She added that business 
during the evening of March 25, 1965, had been very slow 
and that se had had practically no customers at all. 


Mrs. LACKOIS further advised that during no 
period af ter 5 p. n., March 25, 1965, did three men in 
any one car come into the restaurant. She added that she 
does not remember anyone being et the restaurant in a Ford 
with the model from 1955 to 1960. She also stated she could 
not remember anyone in a 1964 or 865 „ — ä—8 


— 


: „ 2 pu oie eg 


Mrs. LACKOIS further stated she tas no information aon 
regarding the murder which took place on Highway 80 between 
Selma and Montgomery, Alabama, on the evening of March 25, 

1965, but that she had heard about * a Deputy Sheriff. 
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MARY MIMS, 313 Warren, Selme, N dices, : 
Jet Restaurant, Highway 80 East, Selma, Alabama, advised 
that she had been on duty since 11 a.m., March 25, 1965. 
She stated that business hsd been very slow during the 
early. and late evening of March 25, 19855. a 


. Miss MIMS stated that at no time during the ee: 
evening did three men in any one car came into the oe. ae 
restaurant. She added that she does not remember see ing 
a Ford car with model fro: 1955 through 1960 at the restau- 
rant during the evening. Swe added that she does not . 
remember seeing a 1965 or 1365 white Chevrolet — the 
evening of March 25, 1965. 8 2 ee a ae T= 

She further states that she knows wp nothing 
concerning the murder whick teck place on Highway east 
of Selma, Alabama, but that she had heard about it fron 
a Deputy Sheriff. ae 8 
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3 4 ur. GRADY DEASON 1 was 00 at ‘ihe ne oe eon) 
Oldsmobile Company, 16 Lawrence Street, and vas hon 
photographs of COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, EUGENE THOMAS, WILLIAM aa 
ORVILLE EATON, and GARY THOMAS ROWE, at which time he stated . 
that he could not identify any of those persons as anyone he 
a in the Silver Moon Cafe during the evening of March 25, 
1965, and could not identify the photograph of the 1962 


Chevrolet, red and white in color, as any automobile he 
noticed parked near the Silver Moon 7 


DEASON stated that while he was in the Silver Moon 
Cafe that evening he was with a friend of his, CECIL BRASHER, 
and they were talking together, and he did not notice who 
..... may have been around the * while he was in acta 
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* WILLIAM TROY. MITCHELL, employed as ase with : 
the Alibama Power Company, advised that he has been in elma : 
since January 25, 1965, working on cross-country rena: dines | 
to the Dan River Proj ect. i 


He related that he eats dinner regularly * three 
or four restaurants in Selma, one of which is the Silver Moon 
Cafe. MITCHELL stated he does not recall whether. he ate at 
the Silver Moon Cafe on March 25, 1965. : | 


MITCHELL, after observing photographs of EUGENE 
THOMAS, COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, GARY THOMAS ROWE, R., ang 
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, advised that he could not recognize. Te ma 
any of these individuals as being persons he had ever seen. 2 n 
He was also shown photographs of a 1962 Chevrolet automobile, © f 
white over red in color, and advised that he could not iden-, 
tify this car as being one that he ever saw ay the area of ~*.‘ 


the Silver Moon Cafe. 
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* aon O°WEAL HOGGLE was contacted at the Selma Motor =~. 
Company, 100 block of Franklin Street, at which time he advised 
‘that di had been in the Silver Moon Cafe on the evening of — 25 

day, rch 25, 1965, for a few minutes between 8:00 and 8:30 PM. 
He stated that he does not recall seeing anyone in the. cafe 
wearing a suit, and he was unable to identify photographs of oe 
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, EUGENE THOMAS, COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, or 

GARY THOMAS ROWE, ‘IR. , as anyone he has ever met. He stated 
that he does not recall having any conversation whatever with 
any strangers in the Silver Moon Cafe that evening and could 
not identify photographs of a 1962 Chevrolet, white over red * 
color, as any car he has seen around Selma. 


HOGGLE stated that he re no information tber 
regarding this natter. 
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The following investigation was conducted at Craig Air 


Force Bacs . Se} » on April 1, 1965, by SA 
and A 


22/5 CURTIS SNEED and A3/C EDWARD 2 tee that they 
vere on dty at the main gate, Craig Air Force Base, between hours 
3:30 PM c 12 midnight, on March 25, 1965. Both were displayed | = 
Ae oe. Seeta and the gar subjects were travelling ic. —- — — 
Soth SNEED and ZILTAK stated that this vehicle is unknown to Ww... 
Shey pofrte’ oct that they were the only officers on duty at e 
the mair gate and that there was no military police vehicle in | 
the area. Foth and ZILIAK are attached to Headquarters 
Squadror, 3165th Training Wing, in the capacity of Air Police. 
| a 
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me following persons, all residents of Lawrence 


sreet, Selma, Alabama ted on Marc 
» Special Agents and 
‘ey were extensi ntverviewed and displayed photographs 


* subjects and subjects' vehicle to determine if any of 

:em had observed this vehicle in the area of Lawrence ete 
sreet on the evening of March 25, 1965. All persons contacted 
sre unable to make any identification. ee 2 


CHARLIE OLDS, 1518 Jeff Davis. 

MILTON HOPKINS, 113 C, Carver Homes. 
GERTRUDE SMITH, 713 Lawrence Street. 
AMANDA KEMP, 711 Lawrence Street. 
WILLIE SMITH, 707 Lawrence Street. 
ARTHUR SMITH, 707 Lawrence Street. 
ISAAC FULLER, 802 Lawrence Street. 

Mrs; BILLY LESTER, 904 Lawrence Street. 
Mrs. GREEN, 716 Lawrence Street. 

Mrs, STELLA DAVIS, 712 Lawrence Street. 
SALLY PEARL’ LUNDY, 708 Lawrence Street. 
Mrs. SMILEY, 710 Lawrence Street. 

Mrs. CHERIN, 710 Lawrence Street 

ROSIE MARSHALLN, 614 Lawrence Street. 
JOHN MC GHEE, 612 Lawrence Street. 
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Numerous other persons vere located on Lawrence 
treet and displayed photographs of subjects' vehicle. All 
ere unable to make any type of identification and their 
ames were to numerous to record. 
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. W. CUNNINGHAM, N., „ ne 1 ines 5 

Company, N contacted on Highway 10, eight miles west of Luverie, Alabama, 75": 

at which time he advised that C. K. SNOW, WILLIAM J. WEBSTER, end JERRY V. 1 


LEITH ore members of his crew but at that time were out of contact 1 inthe 
woods in an inaccessible area on the power line. a 


— 


He stcted that he knew the. FBI had contacted SPENCER E. COONER and dg 
WILLIAM T. MITCHELL recently, ‘who cre members of his crew, regarding some =< 
activity around the Silver Moon Cafe in Selma, Alabama. He said he ond his crew 
worked out of Selma for the past several weeks and they ate in several restaurants 
in Selma, including the Silver Moon. He stated they ate together and had no 8 
contact with local people in the restaurant and he was unable to identify photographs . 
of ELMER l. COOK, R. B. KELLY, NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE, and WILIA 
STANLEY HOGGLE. He wos clso unable to identify photographs of COLLIE LEROY * yg ree | 
WILKINS, GARY THOMAS ROWE, R., EUGENE THOMAS, and WILLIAM ORVILLE .-° 
EATON, as ony persons he saw ound the Silver Moon Cofe end wos also unable to 
identify photographs showing a 1962 Chevrolet, white over red, as any vehicle 


he noticed in that ores. 7 * 8 55 5 ea 1 


He stcted thot he does not recall if he even ote at the Silver Moon Cafe .* 
during the evening of March 9 and March 25, 1965, and did not is any 
. assault on three men in that crea. * \ eit 


Mz. CUNNINGHAM said since he had leaned that two of 5 men had bee 
contacted by the FBI, he has questioned his entire crew of seventeen ond they al! ie 
have stated that they knew nothing rae any assault er other incidents around os — P 4 
the Silver Moon — ; . al 
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; 0. 7. JACKSON » home address 128 * eb a 
Solna, Alabana, furnished the following information: Petes — 
' @JACKSON advised that on Monday, March 22, 1965 n Re 7 4 | 
‘began working for hie father at the Black and White Cab : | 
Cémpany on Washington Avenue, Selma, — as a on all 


—* 


- He stated that 6 was not Ain the Silver Moon Cafe 
on March 25, 1065, and could not identify photographs of 
COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, BUGENE THOMAS, WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, 
and GARY THOMAS ROWE as being any individuals he has ever 
geen. JACKSON also observed photographs of a red and white =~ 
1962 Chevrolet. le related that he had never seen this ) EO 
vehicle parked in the area of the Silver Moon Cafe to the a oo oe 


best of his recollection, 1 . 
JACKSON could furnish no further information 1 
regard to this mattor. , 1 
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R. E. LANGSTON, Route 1, Box 188, Billingsley, | a 
Alabama, was interviewed at his place of employmens, ©. oe 
Ragectt Tranaper tration Company, Selma, Alabama, and furnished 
tht following information: F 5 
He advised he is a truck driver for Bagzett transportation : 
Company and on March 25, 1965, he reported for work about 
~6B200 a. n. that morning. He stated he did not return from 2 
making his regular deliverics until 7:30. p. mn. When he returned 
that evening, his wife, MARIF LANGSTY,:was at the Baggett 
Transportation Company, waiting for him, at which time he 
ct off work and his wife and he proceeded home and stayed — 
there all evening. He stated that they did not stop along 
the way and were not at the Silver en Cafe that evening. 


He stated that his wife was employed as a waitress at 
the Silver Moon Cafe for approximately 14 years and he stated 
that they visited the Silver floon Cafe frequently. | 1. 


Ae stated that he knows ELMER L. coor WILLIAMY STALEY 
and NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE and R. B. KELLY, due to the Trakt that 
ws gb worked at the Silver Moon Cafe and he. , became Acquainted 

em. 


Mr. LANGSTON, oe a the — of EUGENE 
THOMAS, Sheriff's Office, Birmingham, Alabama, ‘Sheriff's Office 
Number 113073, date of photograph March 26, 1965; WILLIAM 
ORVILLE EATON, Serif f/ Office, ‘Birmingham, Alabama, Sheriff's 
Office Number unknown, date of photograph March 26, 1965; 
COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, eriff's Office, Birmingham, Alabama 
Sheriff's Office Numbef unknown, date of photograph March 26, - 
1965; and GARY THOMAS ROWE, IR., Sacriff's Office, Birmingham, 
Alabama, Sheriff's Office Number 1 076, date of photograph 
March 26, 1965, stated he was enn of these 
persons as being known to hin. ah 


ae Mr. LANGSTON, after viewing Photographs of a 1952 
red and white Chevrolet Impala, was unable to state whether 
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pen-this automobile in the vicinity of Selma, Alabama, 


B25, 1965. . 


Mr, LANGSTON could furnish no further information 
zn connection with the killing which happened on Highway 80 
sast of Selma, Alabama, the evening of March 25, 1965. 
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“MARTE LANGSTON, Route 1, Box 188, Billingsley, 
ilabama, was interviewed at the Baggett fransportation 
sompany, Selma, Alabama, and furnished the following 
information: 


mne advised that she leaves ho house at approximately 

4 +30 p.m. each day and arrives at the Baggett Transportation 
“Sompany approximately 5:00 p.m., where she waits for her 
husband, R. E. LANGSTON, who is employed at the Baggett 
. pr · 2a 510 Company as a druck griver. . 

- On March 25, 1965, she arrived at haneett 
tr-neproertetion Company as usual and picked up her 
“unsband who arrived late that evening approximately between 
5230 and 7:30 p.m. She advised that both went directly 
nome and did not leave their residence that night. 


The first time she heard of a person being killed 
on Highway 80, east of Selma, Alabama, was that night‘ when 
she vas watching television and a news bulletin was Tlashed 
wer television concerning this murder. „„ * 


She further stated that she has wohkeé at the Silver 
Moon Cafe, 138 Washington Street, Selma, Al&bama, for about 
14 years, ‘but has not worked at this cafe during the past 3 
two years. Mrs. LANGSTON was unable to furnish any names - ~~ ..-..“ 
of people who might patronize the Silver Moon Cafe. 7 


She advised she knows R. B. ELT, WILLIAM STANLEY - 
and NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE and ELMER COOK, due to the fact chat 
they patronize the Silver Moon Cafe and she knew them when * 
she was a vaitress. i, . .. 


| “Mrs. LANGSTON could not furnish any information . 5 
in connection with the killing which happened on Hignway do 
east of Selma, ne the evening of March 25, 1965. aie 
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church that evening. She advised 
ormation about the killing which took place on 
+ of Selma, on March 25, 1965. 

Mre. BOWDEN after viewing the photogra of D 
THOMAS, Sheriff's Office, Birmingham, Alabama, #113073, date of 
photo March 26, 1965; WILLIAM OFVILIE EATON, Sheriff's Office, 
Birminghaz, Ala., number unknown, date of photo March 26, 1965; 
COLLIE er WILKINS, Sheriff's Office, Birmingham, Ala., mmMber 2h jig 
unknwm, Gate of photo March 26, 1965, and GARY THOMAS ME, A.,. 

- Sheritf’s Office, Birmingham,’ Ala., #113076, date of photo te 
March 26, 1965, stated ‘she vas undble to identify any of these 
persons es being known to her. 22 5 
2 - ene 

BOWDEN after viewing photographs of 1962 red and Mate 
Chevrolet Imapla, was unable to state whether she had seen this 
automobile in vicinity of Selma, Alabame, on March 25,1965. - 
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SECTION XVII MISCELLANEOUS INTERVIEWS WITH —. 
NATIONAL GUARD PERSONNEL AND 
INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED IN CIVIL 
RIGHTS WORK, SELMA, ALABAMA 
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“Mone! rar: A RGUAN. 156 fl. 2 Bat alien, 
Army NA Nm Guard 1rd 
2965. anv: 2 1 Sweet a} BNE NE 
had receye-s orders So mull Tee rin 917 
AJabans, 3a es of y P. M . March 25, 1965 Colonel 
MOSGAN ade: sed that he woud ment 41% a skeleton force 
an the 8-—1— aren 3 dre. ind of 4p. M to 10 P. M., 
N Ar 25. 46 


8 . 0h dl HoF. dd that he-wes anformed ñ 
by the AI A. v Stats ,, „ thi, = ot ug of ann 
anad;yvidues TA faker 91.17 * U;qhway 80 East on the 

evening AT farech 325. fens r. a0) MORGAN did not 

Gicenateh 27 tram se far see at he hod previously 

„: dert. fed Faw his tsnere Out of the area. 


ee Ut. JAMES :. c: % 1. rr. 156 M. p Battalion, 
Arry Naviar..t Guard. re ee ener he was the or ty 
effiecr ce: e an Soln.. „ „em during the teriod 
of 4PM 1h 106 FUR. Me a. ens, OLY. OVERET Reese 
terths advrced that rye were "i other men on duty 
Garvir., this N ra De vy Ww ey 2 „aged at varzous 
2. . v. 8 tnreughovkt br 7.4 cis TRE TT. whose 
heme addrees 318 Box 4:2 Crom... A ADamaà, was uvneole to 
ferrask acy fort,: 0 n 2. . : zn be of ess: àance 
1 any Wav. : 
Accore:ng ts: Lt. UVERSTRFEET, Warranty Officer 
Cos E! wes the Gury cffscer on March 25, 1965. 


Warrant Offiecr COSRY stated that he had 
-rereived tes infeorratior noseernire the shooting that : 
cut r.: ꝗ or Povute 60 Fact the ecveriaa of March 25, 1965, From 
‘i.e Aiavama State Troneers and vusnad thie call directly to 
Ccloret CA. MOKGAN lic stated that whale on duty March Lea | 
itor. Pe recerved no rreosets. cance rnipg #USC2LCiOUS ae | 
Joh te. Persces Or vebharies cr che 1 Alabama. area. 


ee sper hore eee „ * r 
6 6 „„ „ @e @ — — * * 
„ 


„„ following ser . alt membe re of 156 M. Pe 
Battalion. whe vere or saute 4 6-H. to F. M., Selina. 
A.abdma, March 25, (965. anciuding the vicinity of Brown . 
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chape i. were intervictweri . March 79. 1969. They were 
ejuvestioned go, tern. % ae ewrki vious, Orson, Cars or. 
“events that tech r. er nnr tne altercnoon and evening 
Of Mart. 25. 396°. ‘the ware giesrigned as to whether 
they had sec n Aa 1963 lien: ens OLdsmohite bearing 
Michsqar lz enge or 2f : e tad chsaceved a red and white 
vehsmle an the Aren. Ter. canld furnieh no information 
At vet wes 


GEORGE THOMAS TIMOR. N 4. ane n 


See G: Sars: EUNNPUE G. POLLARD? ue ee 


rnterviewcd by 


VWORRIS POVETS, std, 
7 . 1 ABD fm. HAGERTY, IR:; 


Sog: t 


„ %, „ „% „% „„ „ 6% ͤ ũ % „„ „„ 


10 e Sr. : len. d . Spoci al 
ree 12° H. HAGERTY, IR.: 


„ „ bee 96,9M. 


Eo MESR ER URL. * st, interviewed by 
Sr... 1 gn len 1. . & : . HAGERTY. JR.: 


ESS IT. RI Zr II tr cove. wntercviewed by 
Sreocp, as «ets A1. ii. i. ). KR. KI I. 3sALILON: 
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AES Tin 41: S. 0, ; i aceecvsewed h; 
Se ia! Ae. N itt. . KILGALLON; 
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JAMES ki SAMCENTER. Till rere ved by 
Specia? #acnt SteCHAET KI. GAl. LON; 


JOP NOTES 35 O oUntesvaowcd by 
Secs .. Rue’? enz. R RNII. GALLON; 

dow GRIF f ee. Geto vs. sowed dy 
Sree: * u: „„: HN R. WIr: 


JAMES F. TURNER. SPY. irtervaewed by 
RI. HAI Avuewr JUN Kk RILEY? 


BIELY T7. VI. 7. Serreant. snteryviewed by 
Srncict) Aven DIK 7 CLANCY 
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M. THOMAS BISSINGER, 116 Percy Street, New York 14, New York, > 


3 sesiding at 12i-C George Wo:hiagto-. Cgrer Ana-:men's, Selma, Alabama, 


furnished the following informat‘on to 5 hb 70. 


A: about 11:00 PM, March 25, 965, he seceived a telephone coll 

ot the First Baptist Church from a white moje, southemer. The caller stated he 

had heard on the news thet a wemon hod beer. shot and that he had some information. 
The caller disclosed that at aber: 8:30 c 9:00 PM that evening he had observed e 
“1960 or 196! red Chevrolet conve:tible frilowing very closely behinda blue Olds-_ 


o- 
— 


mobile driven by a white womon ond cor.to:: tng ore Negro passenger. be 
Chevrolet appeared very tuspĩe is, and the catier stoted that he followed the two f 
cor olong Brood Street and out Highwoy 80 to Cap's Service Station where he 

discontinued following the vehicle: . The eolle: stoted there were four white 

males in the Chevrolet, two ia the front ond tu ir the ur. 


The infermon* ref-:sed 0 d.:cloze h.: rome to M. BISSINGER 
but stated that he might come crourd to the p.: Ch. ch the following morning. 
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On March 25. 1955. che „1 ax tna invest 
was conducted by Specratl Ages 

TOM BESSINGER, vl. „ in oresenatly residing at 
121 Georae Washington C. n.: 3. de- sed that the Student 
Non violent: Coordinating ene: der office had received a 
telepnore call at anprosisst.iy 1 &.M from an unidentified 
male ind: cat:nqd that th:s uri dentitzed male had heard on 
a neues report that a vom.” Nat just bean killed. The 7 
unidentified caller had vctused ta make hie identity known, 
but advised that at appr xzma: ly 7 P.M. on March 25, ᷑— M 
2965, he had seen e 1900 Oo 16: vod convertible following 
a 1963 blue Oidsmobile that w.s besng driven by a white 
woman and carrvyv!nqg a Nc — P. gzerarer. KeSSINGER advised 
that the onraentifes cd ciries oc stesci cat he was quite suspicious 
of the red Chevrolet in age : bh. 4 fallawed the Oldsmobile 
very closely He stated n!: rss ur ident fied caller 
advised nim that he had . . .f the rad Chevrolet and 
Oldsmobile down Broad St:..* „„ ase route 80 East to 
Rapps Service Station defor. 2: 1 .. around. BESSINGER 
advised he «ould febed xt ty . tact the FBI if he received 
any more yrformataan in vetcics «© ¢2 the case of if he 


received in fenen: thet , entity the person making 
the cali. , 


Rit, BURDICK, First Tartisr Church, who was 
residina at 2216 hardy an Selma advised he was driving 
a rented truck for the S! iert Nonviolent Coordinating 3 
Committee and kad left Montaorery, Alabama, at an unrecalled - 
time.. He stated he tas carrvinga two adults and four youths 
as passenaers and the electric: ecui vment that had been used 
for the demonstration marsh Ee advised that approximately 
25 miles from Montaamery he sae a liaht and dark car parked 
on the rin“, cide of the raad ae lle advised these vehicles 
were headed towards Se)ma. bit „rat he could not recall any 
-further deecriptacn as to the tuc of cars BURDICK stated 
he did no“ see the 1941 Oiesretrte on the left side of te 
highway. n 
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oe B. . ROUN TFH. Merwe „ ts bame address 1907 

Hitters Street... Awe. Nn. „d:. „ee: 4 he had been 

tallowinna Ri“. :. np i:“: ase wag sary -.: tree miles behind 

hin when he advised he als saw sve. earn on the highway 
approximately 25 mes from Montaqoemer: He stated as he 

ac-rroached the vehie’s ens car pu id cut an front of him 

and disappezred, hege: ra esst towe-rgn Selma. He stated 

he aot behind the other en: l avs notseed it to bea - 
rem rolored sar, toe af n. ir 3 dulling a 5 
trailer with laraer ta: 222 4 

a creen and *tignt Shige iy n eye * the left side of — ao 
the highvwav as he was Griv-a7 eact tawsards Selma ten or 

€:#teen mite: fram 8 li. seated that this 

vehicle was red near 2 :: 2 ar 2 —õ,j,ꝓ.j n, name unrecalled. 

He advised :: was unn! err recail eny further descriptive 
anforntior as toe th. : b of wesictes he saw on the 

highwav. He stated ‘hat as he merecreded east on Highway 80 

2 Nearo mater fare fror car zie. 3 chr Riachway and attempted — 

to tra han d-ws. He ativiccd tt wos 2% chat tine that he 

Saw 3 “war te the le: ar rhs A:azreo. He stated he did not 

Stor 2% thr. tciméra tht we .: 1 mer knsaw who the Negro was. 

He acvised Fe nprocecurd ar ta Sri Sra won his return 

he determined thr? . EP. IV “Secu sss . Nearo who had attempted 

to stop ham. | ‘ ; 


EVAN HACKER. 211 E.: st «. recnan Street, Carbondale, 
Illinois, advised he was ore af the last buses to leave the 
capitol area. He. advise wher they vassed St. Jude's Church 
on Highway 80 traveling east en anbulance passed them at a 
high rate of speed with ats red light on. He advised when 
the bus passed the scene of the rurser, several State Police 
cars were in the areca NACKEP statea that he had seen a 
1960 model laght colored car or the richt side of che 
roadwey near the scenc of tic accident, but that this car 
was probably an unmarked ler enforcement vehicle. He advised 
that he could not recall) scei:nu 2 1955 Ford along the 
roadway. 


The following nd vi duals were contact with negative 
Tesul ts as to de ve lop 2 anterratior about suspect's vehicles + 
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JAMES nousER. 19? U-sdee Stree te, ‘St. Augustine, 
Plorida: 7 
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ABRAHAM BANS. 12. Voeqlin. Selma, Alabama; 


nner 
* 


LEWIS DAV] DSO, 1.49 d-; san Avenue? 
JONATHON DANIFIS.116" Gonror Washington Carver; 
SOHN UPHAM, 112° C-arne Washington Carver; 


1YNN ADDISO!. Ig, Scorae Washington Carver; 


ee Ga ee an 21 — 5 o®. 
oo 


MARGARET DORBIF, LURC Georgs. Warhington a 6666 
DAVID BEY. Toren f ,: re | 
JIM WILSON, Tere) Mette’? 

FRANK SORACCH. C2! Hoa: 


WILLE JAMES MN fi. g Lucy Street, 
Montcomervy, Aish a: 


JAMES RPOWN, Reut- 1 Box 180, Bratt, Alabama. 
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The facts of this nit ter were brought to the attention 
of Acting Assistant Attorney Genera) JOHN DOAR who authorized the 
Piling of a complaint for violation of Section 241, Title 18, 
nited tate de. Accordingly, 4 complaint ws filed by SA. 
e before United States Commissioner JAMES M. GUTTERY, 
ntgomery, abama, at 10:25 a.m., March 26, 1965. Warrants 
were issued the same date. i 


4er . 


„rn 
9323930 e- 


„ * og: 9 0 
20 * 


7 * * 
— * 


— © 
> ew 


The complaint states that wa or -dout March 25, 1965, 
at Lowndes County, in the Middle Dieirict af Alabama ,~—did, - I = ate 
commencing on or about Janusz ry 1, 1965. and continuing to date 
of this complaint, III. IAN ORVILLE EATON, COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, 
JR., EUGENE THOMAS, and GARY THOMAS ROWE, MR., within the Middle 
District of Alabama, Northern Pivision, conspired together with 
each other and with other persons unk unden to injure, oppress, 
threaten, and intimidate citizens of the United States in the 
vicinity of Selma and Montgomery, Aiahama, in the free exercise 
and enjoyment of the following rights and privileges secured them 
by the Constitution and laws of the Wnited States: ; 


1) The right to pencefuLly assemble, publicly 
protest and petition the Governor of 
Alabama for redress of grievances on behalf 
of Negro citizens «of Alabama free from 
arbitrary and oprressive interference from 
the State of Alabama. 


The right to publicly protest unlawful | 
deprivation of the rinht of Negroes of 
Alabama to register to vote and to vote 
for candidates for Federal offices. 


The right to encourage and assist Negro 
citizens of Alabama in the exercise of their 
right to register to vote snd to vote for 
candidates for Federal Offices. 


The right to participate in a protest march | 
from Selna to Montgomery, Alabama, to present eee 
a petition to Governor of Alabana in abt Sy: 
Montgomery, Alabama, and to participate 
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in the carrying out of a proposed plan for 
such march pursuant to and under the terms 
of an order entered on March 17, 1965, by 
the United States District Court for the 
Middle District of Alahama in the case of 
WILLIANS versus WALLACK, No. 2181-N. 


rr 


It was part of the plan and rur rose of the con- 
spiracy that the de f- „d t wince titan, threaten, r 
shoot and kijl pérsen= whan cam fey tur. art of Selma and ono 
Montgomery, Alabama, to participate in and lend their . 
support to a demonstration rarch from Selma to Montgomery 
pursuant to a plan approved hy an order of the United States 
District Court, Middle istrict of Aiabama on March 17, 
1965, referred to above, and to harass, threaten, assault, 
shoot and kill Negro citdzens af Alihbima who participated 
in or supported the march, i vintation of Section 241, = 
Title 18, United States Code. and complainant stated that ’ 
this complaint is based on information coming to the attention | 
of Special Agent SPENCER ROBB of the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation, during the course of an offictal investigation. 


5 oA 2 * 


« 
2 1 — 2 1 


. . 2 
> tas r 7. . * 


— 


MO 44-1245 
oe 


By communication of March 26, 1965, the Birminghan 
Office advised that subject ROWE was taken into custody 
at 11:06 a.w., March 26, 1965; subject THOMAS was arrested 
at 11:08 a.m., at Lorene's Cafe, Bessemer, Alabama; subject 
WILKINS was arrested at 11:07 a.m., in his automobile on 
Highway 11 in Bessemer; and subject EATON was arrested 
at 11:16 a. n., March 26, 1965, at his residence on Route 6, 
Box 866, Bessener, Alabana. 
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os — — — — . 
All four subjects were arraigned before United — S 
States Commissioner LOUISE O. CHARLTON, at Birminghan, „ 
Alabama, on March 26, 1965. Subjects THOMAS, EATON and 

WILKINS were represented by Attorney MATT MURPHY. Bond 

for the subjects was fixed at $50,000 each and they were 

remanded to the custody of the United States Marshal at 
Birmingham.and committed to the Jefferson County Jail, | 

Birmingham, Alabawa. 


Subjects THOMAS, EATON and ROE were released 
on bond from the Jefferson County Jail, Birmingham, Alabama, 
at 8:19 p. n., March 26, 1965. Bond was arranged by Attorney, 
MATT MURPHY. Bond had also been arranged for subject WILKINS; 
however, he was not released since the United States Marshal 
received a Probation Violator'’s Warrant on WILKINS in connection 
with a Federal Fizearms violation. 
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Miss MILLIE DAVIS, U. 8. Marshal’s Office, 5 
Birmingham, Alabama, advised that EUGENE THOMAS, GARY THOMAS. 
ROWE, JR., and WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON were Feiensed on * 


bond at 9:30 P-. . . March 26, 1965. . ; ‘ 


She advised that COLLIE LEROY WILKINS was not 
released on March 26, 1965, as he was held on a 8 5 


violator' s warrant issued by U. 8. District Judge C. V. 
ALGOOD, Birmingham, Alabama. Miss DAVIS said that WILKINS | 


was subsequently released on $50,000 bond for the warran 
in connection with the shooting of victim, Mrs. ANTHONY Ae e 
LIUZZO and an additional $500 bond on the probation r 


warrant. WILKINS vas released at approximately 2:30 p. n., 
March 29, 1965. ‘ 
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a 1:4) p.m. on March 26, 1965, WILLIAM ORVILLE 
EATON, EUGENE THOMAS and COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, IR., appeared 8 
before U. 8. Commissioner LOUISE O. CHARLTON, ” Room 300, 
Federal Building, Birmingham, Alabama. 411 three men dere 
represented by Attorney MATT MURPHY. The U. 8. Governnent 
~~ as le by Ass istant U. 8. „ R. MACEY TAYLOR. 


ae Mr. TAYLOR nevis the U. 8. Commissioner that 
warrants had been issued for EATON, THOMAS and WILKINS in 

the Middle District of Alabama on March 26, 1965, for viola- | 

tion of Title 18, U. 8. Code, Section 241. Mr. TAYLOR ee 

further stated the original warrant had not arrived at re 

that time in Birmingham but should be in the possession of 

the U. 8. Marshal in Birmingham on or before March 29, 4965. 


At this time v. 8. Commissioner CHARLTON stated that ao —— 
she would then set a temporary bond for the above three en. 


Mr. TAYLOR asked the Commissioner if she wished the recommen- -. 
dation of the U. 8. Attorney's Office pertaining to the amount 

of the bond. The U. 8. Commissioner stated she did not 

wish this recommendation and then set bond for each of the 

three above-listed men at $50, 000 each. 


At this point, EATON, THOMAS and WILKINS were 
‘placed in the custody of the b. 8. Marshal in Birminghan, 
Alabama, in lieu of bond. 
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fo: LOUISE. 0. CHARLTON, U. 8. ieee peepee es ae 5 
Atabama, issued the folloving gesren warrants on affidavits 
worn to by 8 on March 26, 1965: | ert ae 


Commissioner's Docket #75, Case #18408, for the 
search of Apartment #35-A, 305 16th Place, Southwest, | 
— „ Alabama, the residence of GARY THOMAS ROWE, M. 


Commissioner's Docket #75, Case #18406, for the 
search of the residence and automobile of WILLIAM ORVILLE 
EATON, Route 6, Box 866, Bessemer, Alabama. 


Commissioner's Docket #75, Case #18409, for the. — 


search of the residence and automobile of EUGENE THOMAS, i. 
1519 — 12th Avenue, North, Bessemer, Alabama. . 


nner +o peerenRe 
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Commissioner's Docket #75, Case #18407, for the 
search of the residence and autombile of COLLEY LEROY WILKINS, 
JR., 4005 40th Way, Birmingham, Alabama. 


i On March 26, 1965, the above-described search warrant 
Assued in Case 718406 was returned unexecuted. 
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: Governor GEORGE C. WALLACE, St 
telephonically contacted Special Agent 

at Montgomery, Alabama, on _varch „ 1955, and expressed 
eomplete disgust with the “cowardly "act" perpetrated dy 
the subjects of the case or anyone who would do such an 
act of violence, Governor WALLACE stated he had 
instructed Colonel AL LINGO, Director, Alabama State 
Department of Public Safety, to make available all 
resources Of his department and to afford complete 
cocperation to the FBI in pursuing the investigation 


Vy 42 —— 8 * ow oe as. 


in this matter. Governor WALLACE stated he also had 
requested the State Toxicologist Office at Auburn, 
‘Alabama, to cooperate fully with the FBI. He also | 
advised that he would contact Circuit Solicitor ARTHUR 
GAMBLE, JR., Greenville, Alabama, and request that he 
also afford his cooperation. 


--Governor WALLACHK requested that State 
authorities be afforded the results of the FBI investi- 
gation that would support the issuar.ce cf a warrant for 
murder, as soon as canpleted. 


KUFUS HEAD, Alabama Highway Patrol investiga- 
tor, advised on March 26, 1965, that LEROY JEROME MCTON 
was being held at the Dallas County Jail es e "material 
witness.” 
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Information in this memo Is furnished solely for the officio pane is: 
use of the persons and authorities to whom it has been furnished for t⁹¹Z W 1 


— PP * 


prosecution of the subjects who have been identified in the investigation ~~~ 
of the attacks on VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO (deceased) and LEROY JEROME 
MOON. 


: This document contains niether recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. it is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Viola Liuzzo 
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SUNECT: 00ER THCUAS, ET AL, 

„  WIOLA LIUSZO, ” AKA (DECEASED) 
LEROY JENOLE "MATSON = VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS, 

ELECTION LAWS 


8 

* ao 

~ ¢+  - On 4-29-65, Inspector Joe Sullivan at Selma, 
Alabama, advised that Matt Hurphy, Defense Attorney in this 
case, had obtained a subpoena for FBI Director, J. Edgar 
Hoover. This is to advise that the subpoena has been / 
received today, (5-3-65). The subpoena is directed to a 
"J, Edgar lloover, Director FBI, Washington, D. C.“ and 
commands the Director's appearance in the Lowndes Count; 
Circuit Court in Alabama in the case of the State of Alabam 
versus Collie Leroy Wilkins." The subpoena is issued for 
appearance on May 3, 1965. Subpoena dated 4-28-65 and issued 
by M. B. Jlarlette, Clerk. 5 — J 
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As you have been previously advised, the Departnent 


has stated that such a subpocna would have no force and effect, 
outside the boundaries of the State of Alabama. 


ACTION: 


has Sr 


This subpoena 124K referred to the Civil Rights 
Division cf the — for 6 handling. 
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FROM MOBILE’ /44-1245/ 
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EUGENE . THOBAS$ ET AL3 vere LLUZZOy rt ALe VICTINS, . 
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AT APPROXIMATELY TWO OCLOCK PH THIS DATE wet’ He 
unrur JR. ACCCHPANIED BY RALPH ROTEN, DESCRIBED AS A 
PUBLICITY HAN FOR UNITEDILANS OF ANERICAN, INC., KNIGHTS or 
THE KU KLUX KLAN, ENTERED OFFICE er COUNTY SOLICITOR in 


Nane B20 
COURTHOUSE AT HAYNEVILLE, ALA., WHERE ae 


* 4 . 0 * »- oot 


AND GA ,⏑⏑ , AVAITING MURPHY. ROTEN PROCEEDED 7. 
re SET ur A DICTAPHKONE AND A TAPE RECORDEy Bony, Of, WIEN VERE sat g 
PLACED IN FRONT on D MURPHY 8 —— 0 
ASKED INFORMANT THE DATE KE TESTIFIED SEFORE THE STATE an u © * 
r. zuronnaur STATED HE HAD HOTHING TO SAY AT, > nan 
MURPHY THEN ASKED ir INFORMANT HAD WAIVED: iwb tr ‘BEFORE, THE 
STATE GRAND JURY AND INFORMANT ANSWERED a reh 1 
| WAIVED, IMMUNITY. MURPHY THEN ASKED ö inteman IF HE nab * 2 


END PAGE * 6122 „ 66% 640 
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VAIVED IMMUNITY BEFORE THE fad AND INFORMANT AGAIN STATED HE 


HAD NOTHING TO SAY AT THIS ruta) AND WOULD ANSWER WO QUESTIONS. 


MURPHY ASKED INFORMANT UNDER WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES HE WOULD 
e HIS QUESTIONS AND INFORMANT STATED HE WOULD ansAH | 
rens FROM THE WITNESS STAND. MURPHY THEN TOLD ROTEN = 
te TURN OFF THE MACHINES AND STATED HE WOULD ASK WO FURTHER 
QUESTIONS AT THIS TIME. AT THE BEGINNING OF THE INTERVIEW 
BEFORE THE RECORDING MACHINES WERE TURNED en, MURPHY TOLD 
INFORMANT THAT HE HAD SEEN IN THE PAPER THAT HE WORE A GUN 
AT THE GRAND JUNY AND ASKED INFORMANT IF HE WERE ARMED AT 
THIS TIME. INFORMANT STATED HE WAS NOT ARMED AT THIS TIME 
AND HAD NOT BEEN ARMED IN GRAND JURY. rg 
MOMENTS BEFORE THE ARRIVAL @F MURPHY AND ROTEN IN THE 
SOLICITORS OFFICE, LOWNDES COUNTY SHERIF€ FRANK RYALS, 
SERVED THE FOLLOVING SUMMONS ON REET bb» 
QUOTE THE STATE or ALABAMA, LOWNDES COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT, 
SECOND JUDICAL CIRCUITS OF ALABAMA, TO ANY SHERIFF OF THE 
STATE br ALBAMA, GREETINGS; YOU ARE NEREBY COMMANDED TO 
END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE @2e2eee0 


SUMMONS GARY THOMAS ROWE TO APPEAR BEFORE THE CIRCUIT COURT 

ro BE WELD FOR SAID COUNTY, AT THE PLACE OF HOLDING THE 

SAME WITHIN THIRTY /THREE ZERO/ DAYS FROM SERVICE OF THIS 

PROCESS, THEN AND THERETO ANSWER THE COMPALAINT OF MATT u. 

MURPHY, In., WITNESS HY HAND THIS THIRD DAY OF WAY, SIXTYFLVE, 

. SIGNED s. u. CHAMPION, DEPUTY CLERK, UNQUOTE.. 0 0 
COMPLAINT: me 
QUOTE-MATT u. MURPHY, JR.» PLAINTIFF VERSUS GARY THOMAS 

ROW, DEFENDENT, COUNT ONE, PLAINTIFF CLAIMS OF THE DEFENDENT 

THE SUM OF SIX, ZERO ZERO ZERO AND NO SLASH HUNDRED DOLLARS /SIX/ 

ZERO ZERO ZERO DOLLARS/ FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RENDERED BY 

THE PLAINTIFF FOR THE DEFENDENT AT HIS REQUEST, ON THE, TO 

VIT, SECOND DAY OF APRIL, SIXTYFIVE WHICH sun OF HONEY, WITH 

| INTEREST THERECN, 18 DUE AND UNPAID AND IS THE PROPERTY OF 

-) THE PLAINTIFF, SIGNED MATT M. MURPHY, IR., PRO SE, UNQUOTEZ. 

INFORMANT STATED HE DOES NOT OVE MURPHY ANY MONEY 

| | AND IF MURPHY IS MAKING THIS CHARGE FOR LEGAL SERVICES FOR 

— NIS BOND HE IS INCORREST AS HE DID NOT REQUEST ELGRHER 


END PAGE THREE eco 
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PAGE rom 

OF THESE SERVIESE OF MURPHY. — 11 
“ABOVE SUMMONS BEING CALLED TO THE ATTENTION OF 

DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY JAMES TURNER IN MONTGOMERY. 
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Memorandum 


e : | - Mr. Belmont, (4 
SUBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. 1- Mr. Rosen 
VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL, - VICTIMS 1-Mr, Malley , 
CIVIL RIGHTS 
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; 
Circuit Solicitor Arthur Cable, who is handling te /A 
state’s prosecution of subject Collie LeRoy Wilkins on charges } 
of murdering Mrs, Viola Liuzzo, has requested a verification ve 
or documentation of payments which have been made to the | 
informant (Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr.) over the period since 1960 
when he became a Bureau informant, 
* 
The request of Solicitor Gamble has been taken up 
with the Department, and the Department requests that we furnish j 
the documentation of payments as requested by Solicitor Gamble, "tala 
They state that they are making an effort through Departmental 
Attorney James Turner in Selma to determine if a summary of 
such payments would be admissible under Alabama law, However, 
in any event, it is necessary that complete documentation be | 


vailable to Solicitor Gamble in the event such a summary will 
t suffice, 


Department indicated that the documentation material, 
--- which will consist of the original receipts for payments signed by 
Rowe, should be taken from the Bureau where they are kept to 
Hayneville, Alabama, by a person from the Voucher Section of the 
u who is familiar with the records and their custody in order 
t the chain of evidence not be br 3 
, 


: 11 
The Department's request was brought to the attention 


of the Voucher Section of the Bureau, and they have instituted 
preparation of the documentation material on an expedite- basis. 


: ne „„ te MAY 10 15 
r „ CONTINUED - OVER 


— — 


cor SENT TO N-. TOLSON | 


— ́ — — — ᷓ — eee eee 


; Wan » 
' 4 : 0 * = f * 
— 9 0 PS 1 5 aed * 4 N 8 22 a ad 
Fine * . * * . . . rer tee ay 1 
— j A bl » * . * Ae 8 22 15 * 528 
r 1 * * 1 * y a 
— * 0 a 4 . 0 
. * 
* ee 1 0 K 7 1 N 4 
2 8 , 1 o 4 „ — —2 — 
5 * 7 ™ x 
* > > * — 


tms documentation material to Hayneville, Al 
records will be made — to Solicitor 


| 
3 
g 
* 
F 
f 


r “a, P r Roe es es ee Oo a ewe ere” 
2 5 aS SB: | 3 ax * . 2 K Le gS -~. 
8 ; — ~ — seh 


as 9. *e * 2785 


May 1, 1905 | as 


MEMORANDUM run MR. TOLSUN 4 / 
MR. BELMONT a 
un. DE LOACB--- / 


14 
pale. 


& caliod the Attorney General's office and dävieed his 
secretary txt I knew the Attorney General was out ol town but 
§ wanted to e, N word to him when to comes in regarding the case 
in Alabau1, the murder of Mrs. Liuzzo, I stated the jury has 
asked two - stlons: First, as to the difference between the 
various d- Ct ere of murder and manclaughter; and second, how 
much dt .lt can be given to the tectimony of an accomplice =. 
under Alz ihn. law. 1 stated it los ns u eertuln members of 
the jury ar: inclined to convict and the Attorney General anit 
both felt t::-t M we only got disazrecment, it would be a victory, 
but this W:.:'cntes a possibility of eiviction. f oe 


Very truly yours, 
LE i 
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Join Ecgar Hoover 
Diz ector 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAC, SAVANNAH (174-7) 


EUGENE . 

ET AL; 7) 5 

VIOLA Livzzo; a 

ET AL - VICTIMS r „„ 
(A: EL 0 9 8 r < 1 


Ne Savannah teletype to een, Birainghas, 
Tampa, and Hani, 4/26/68. 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are ‘original and 
2 conies of letterhead memorandum suitable for dissemination 
peeked ng informatiog' received on 
reg 3 * 5 ROVE and at apts by Klan to locate a 


One copy each of letterhead memorandum is being 
1 Atlanta, Charlotte, Birmingham, Mobile, Jackson, 
eee Tampa, ni. Mearhis, 9 and Ne. Or leans. 


Re! 
osu! 
Bur eau ‘Sie : 75K) ; 
Atlanta «Enc. 1) (RM) 


Birmingham (174-6) (Enc. 1) (RM) 
Charlotte {Enc. 1) (RM) 
Jackson (Eoc. 1) (RM) 
Jacksonville (Enc. 1) (RM) 
Knoxville (Enc. 1) (RM) 
Memphis (Fnec. 1) (RM) 
Miami (Enc. 1) (RM) 

le Mobile (Enc. 1) (RM) 

l- Rew Orle»ns (Enc. 1) (RM) 

1— Tampa (Enc. 1) (RM) 

1— Savannah | 
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$s Savannah, Georgia 
April 27, 1965 


EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL 
VIOLA — ET AL — VICTIMS 


a source advised * doo 
Grand Dragon Bo 
\ Scoggins exhibite e photograph of Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., 


+4 informant in the Selma, Alabama wurder, and instructed 
2 grand officers, Exalted Cyclops, Titans and investigators 
of the Klan to be on the lookout for him. If this individual 
is located, the Grand Dragon is to be immediately notified e 
of his whereabouts. 


r rer ROR EB MTT 200 GIP hE erga erie Hep Pp eer or epee Bale 9 
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The source advised that this peant that "The gun 
is out for hin“ as an "FBI fink“ and that he will be taken 
care of for “lying”. The source also advised that the Klan 
is trying to locate the family of Rove, however, the source 
did not know whey they wanted his family but they probably -. 
wanted to harass them to find out where Rowe is located. 


This docusent contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FDI and is loaned to your agency; it 
and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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Savannah. Georgia 
April 27, 1965 


EUGENE THOMAS; 
ET AL; 

VIOLA LIUZZO; 
ET AL VICTIMS 


Character - CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION 
LAWS 


Reference Savannah memorandum dated 
April 27, 1965, captioned 
as above ‘“ 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished 
reliable information in the past. 


K 


This docunent contains neitber recomsendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the proper ty 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it 

ard its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 3 
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Memorand 
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faa . 
8 22 he 1 
SUBJECT: EUGENE. TOT, ET AL. 


VIOLA‘ LIUZz 20, ET AL. - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS j 


In cqnnection with the trial of subject Collie 2 
Leroy Wilkins for the murder of Mrsi Viola Liuzzo now set 
for 5-3-65, at Hayneville, Alabama; we have received infor— 
nation from a confidential source that Matt Murphy, the 
Klan attorney representing Wilkiné, planned to have Gary 
Thomas Rowe, our informant and key witness, arrested when 
he appeared to testify. Arthur E. Gamble, Circuit Solicitor 
Lowndes County, Alabama, who is handling the states prose- 
cution of Wilkins, was furnished this information on 4-28-65. 
Gamble said that he had checked with the Sheriff's Office, . 
Lowndes County, and there was no indication that any action 
against Rowo of any sort was scheduled. He said he would 
be alert in connection with any such attempt to arrest Rowe 
and would prepare to take necessary action to offset any. 
attempts be the defense to create difficulties for Rowe. . ? 
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The possibility of the defense having Rowe arrested 
was also discussed with United States Attorney (USA) Ben 
Harderan, HKontgomery, Alabama, on 4-28-65. Hardeman stated 
that if a warrant was served on Rowe in Hayneville, during 25 

This appearance there as a witness, there is a strong possi-~ 
bility that he may be able to kot the case removed to Federal 
Court, if such action became necessary. Hardeman,said if 

bond is required of Rowe, sone preparation should be made 

either on the part of the Department or the FBI to provide 

this bond immediately, as he was unable to find any authority 

whereupon he, as USA, could authorize appearance bond in a 2 2 7 
f | 


watter of this type. „ ＋ 9 7 
a my. eee, es & 
The above information was furnished to Mr. James 
Turner of the Civil Rights Division 4-29-65, and Mr. Turner 
advised that the Department would take the matter of providing 
bond for Rowe, if such became necessary, under consideration. 
Wr. Turncr stated that he was going to Alabama on the réght of 
4-29-65, at which time he would take tho matter up directl 
with USA I'=rddran. He stated ho would also discuss the mapter 


of the possible arrest of lowe with Solicitor Gambia. . 
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+. Slewporandur tc Nr. Belmont ae : 
M: EUGEN@ THOMAS, ET AL. ae e 
„ +: e a 6 2 . eer 
Solicitor Cauble advised that the defense had re- 
quested subroenaes for Robert Creel, Grand Dragon, United 
Mane o: America (UKA), Robert Thomas, Exalted Cyclops, 
Bessemer Klavern KA, Lt. Robert Larry or Long, and Capt. Ton 
Cook of the birminghap Folice Department, Herbert Pare 
former Klan official in Alabama, Robert Carrol and Lorene 
' Fredrick. All of these persons are from the Birmingham area 
and Carrol and Fredrick are believed to be alibi witnesses 
for the defndant Wilkins. In addition to these persons 
from the Diixinghan area Gamble advised that Sheriff James G. 
Clark of Dall County, Alabama, had also been subpoehaed -: . 
as a defense witness. a 7 0 ä 171 2 
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Hobi 1e has suggested that Birmingham review their 
files and prepare a nenorandup suitable for dissemination to 
state authorities on-each offthe individuals subpoenaed by 
the defense so that this information could be used by the 
prosecution in the cross-exdmination of defense witnesses. 
Mobile also stated that they would review their files con- 
cerning Sherifi James G..Clark and furnish any admigsible 
derogatory information to state authorities for the same 
purpose. . f 


ACTION: 5 „ 


1. By teletype attached Birmingham is being in- 
structed to review their files concerning witnesses in their 
| division subpoenaed by the de ſense and furnish results to 
Mobile to ba furnished to the state. * 


J.. 8 coe n a ; tS Jn a 
2. In view of possible warrant being obtained for: 
Rowe in an area other than Lowndes County, Birmingham is being 
instructcd to make discreet inquiries of reliable sources in the 
Birwincham, Bossemen area to determine if any action taken to 


gbtain a warrant against Rowe. | ö 


3. Mobile is being instructed to furnish in detail 
‘any derogatory information in their files concerning Sheriff 
James G. Clark to the Burcau for consideration and approval 
rior to furnishing any such information to state authorities. 
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Memorandum a ee 


1 = Mr. Belmont 
pate: April 29, 1965 


1 2 Mr. Rosen . 
* 2 5 1 = Mr, Malley 8 
VVV 1 - Mr. McGowan 
suyect: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. i - Mr. Hines 
. VIOLA'LIUZZO, AKA (DECEASED) 

.LEROY JEROME MATSON - VICTIMS 

CIVIL RIGHTS, 
ELECTION LAWS y 
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Inspector Joe Sullivan, Selma, Alabama, has advised that 

the defense attorney, Matt Murphy, had today obtained a subpoena for %% I f 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover. The defense has also obtained 54 | : 
subpoenas for additional individuals, including Mrs. Dorothy Rowe | 
(the informant's wife) in care of Carraway Methodist Hospital, NY 
Birmingham, Alabama (the institution where Mrs, Rowe was formerly 
employed), and for Colonel Al Lingo of the Alabama Highway Safety 
Patrol. E 


| 


* 3 


With regard to the subpoena for the Director, this question 

was discussed with the Department on 4/22/65 and Departmental 

Attorney John Murphy of the Civil Rights Division advised that such 

a subpoena would absolutely have no force and effect outside of the 1 
boundaries of the State of Alabama. EX 102 . 


oe Sullivan is advising the Birmingham Officé of the Identities “”,:.:: 
of the other individuals who have been subpoenaed and obtaining back-- °“~ ~- 
ground information regarding these individuals. The identities of the 

individuals who have been subpoenaed for the defense are also being 

brought to the attention of the Miami Office so that they may be discussed 

with the informant and any information of value he has roncerning these 
individuals obtained. | „ 1 way 7 BRS 


The matter of the subpoena for the Director, as well aa the 
subpoena for Mrs. Rowe, was brought to the attention of the De ent 
today (4/29/65). Attorney D. R. Owen of the Civil Rights Division $dvised 
that the sulpoenas would have no effect outside of the State of Alabafna, 
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GENERAL INVESTIGATT\.’ DIVISION 


This concerns the u of Collie | 
LeRoy Wilkins in state cuurt, Lowndes : 
71 Aa., for the nu der of Urs. * 
which.is currently in progress. #&.".} 

| Wilkins®, attorney, Matt Murphy, before 2 
; the trial began had a subpoena issued 

tor SAC Ingram to appear to testify on 
the opening day of trial 5/3/65. Ingram 
appeared with a Department attorney 
| present to protect Government's intered 

on 5/3/65 and was told his testimony oe 
| would not be needed until today. Since [| . ä 
. lefense has rested its case coo era | 
snot appear Ingram will be called. 
‘such letter from Murphy as described ir — es ea 
, ittached will be promptly brought to 

‘your attention and appropriately oyna 
te certainly will not afford Murphy or 

Nove any polygraph tests regarding . 

- natter that has been testified to in © 

court nder oath. 
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mern. THOMAS, ET AL. VIOLA. Arto, Ma victim, LEROY JEROME 


aoc — -° civ’. 1 Hs Se E C. 71 600 ce: evle “Bie he. me 8 
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* 8 Bet tei ee ee. 3. 
SAC INGRAM, BIRMINGHAR, ‘AGAIN APPEARED IN ctreutt COURT °° * 


WAYNEVILLE, ALASHA TODAY IN RESPONSE TO SUBPOENA. a ATTORNEY 
MATT Fur COMPLETED PRESENTATION oF EVIDENCE FOR THE ' DEFENSE vITHOUT 
CALLING. Sac. AS DEFENSE RESTED CASE AND COURT ADJOURNED. FOR Luycn, 
MURPHY APPROACHED SAC AND STATED HE INTENDED TO WRITE: A Letter To , 
DIRECTOR HOOVER DEMANDING THAT GARY THOMAS ROWE AND HE, WRAY; BE 
GIVEN “LIE DETECTOR" ‘TESTS IN ORDER_TO PROVE THAT Ra at 925 2 rte 1 . 
ROVE CLAIMED IN COURT YESTERDAY mfr HAD INSTMUCTED HIN oo 7 
SAY THAT THE rer HAD OFFERED HIM 4 Tann IN NINNESOTATAND A GONSTDER- 
ABLE;SUM OF MONEY TO FURNISH 1tiFORMATION tome col. LP comment 
vas MADE TO MURPHY BY ‘SAC INGRAM 4. witterte 1 2 4 
ABOVE 77 ype INFORMATION, thar 23°F 1. 0 
% dn 5 We: 1 . g 
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EUGENE THOMAS, Ef ‘ALS MRS. vier GREGG Tikes, * eT: 
62 gieren E. „ Sar” 
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— cs OF NOON RECESS TODAY FIVE WITNESSES on PROSECUTION ° 
: ALABAMA ermre terer?! 
HAVE “BEEN CALLED .TO STAND. To ASTS, BURGESS AND MC GEE : 


TESTIFIED RELATIVE TO FINDING BODY OF VICTIM LIUZzůO iu .,. 


AUTOMOBILE OFF Hi GHWAY ELGHTY EAST IN LOWNDES. COUNTY. : SHERIFF 


FRANK RYALS, LOWNDES COUNTY». NA. TESTIFIED AS; TO ‘CRIME a — 


WITHIN Jur 1SDICTtON OF LOWNDES COUNTY. — : eye 4 a . 2 


PAINTER AND Eo Je dino. 
wi: 6 


STATE anime WILLIE Be 


" TESTIFIED AS ro PRESERVATION or CRIME SCENE e a 
BELONGING TO LIUZZO PLUS riNpINe VARIOUS ARTICLES IN 


AUTOMOBILE 


INCLUDING A BULLET THAT was FOUND on THE RIGHT REAR FLOOR me 
" VICTIM LeRoy JEROME MOTON UL 850 FELT AND. GARY’ 

t t. 80 7 37501 — 1D 

THOMAS ROWE EXPECTED 70 TESTIFY THIS AFTERNOON “ 


Apes . 5 — — — 
** PAGE ONE 


q. | 
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TIME IT TAKES TO EXAMINE WITNESSES ON DIRECT AND Cn pS. 
DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY spurs TURNER, ON SCENE AND CORNIZANT. 
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FEDERAL S3UREAU OF INVEITIGATION 


22 ono INVESTIGATIVE PERICO 


D ae, «B/S - 4/25/65. 


TLE OF CASE W. f 28 IE 
EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL; 8 


- VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO. aka.; 
-~ LEROY JERCiME MOTON - VICTIMS | 


Report of si — „es. 


— memorandum of Mobil¢ to Bureau, 65. 


1 a „ a 2 * . * | 8 5 
ADMINISTRATIVE _ 4 & >». * . oo Fee 4 


. : 1 

— , 8 4. 

No diséenination will be made of this report. to 

the U. 8. Attorney, Mobiles, Ala., or Departmental Attorney 
until such time as the Bureau furnishes approval fore the 
disseminction ofthis report.. : os 
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vised that recently he had been 
on a business trip to Port Arthur, Texas, He stated that he 
happened to be in either the-courthowe or; the City Hall 
when he overheard a conversation’ between two pol 1cemen, He 
said one of the policemen had 2 mimber of documents in his 
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COPIES MADE. 


- 1 (a3.28801 
- USA, Mobile, Ala. 
1 Departmental Attorney 
. Selma, Ala. a a 
1 - Birminghem (Inf o.) (44-1236 
1 - Atlanta (Info.) 
Re 2 2 . Hobile ( 1-125) 
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5 and he asked the other ad tallies if the name on them | 
‘looked familiar. From tte regt of the conversation, . 
 Anformant advises. it appears that documents concernéd the 
arrest of a man named LIUZZO at Port Arthur, Texas, in 
1949. LIUVUccO, it seems, was distributi communist 11 terature 
with about 15 other whites and Negroes at the time of his 
arrest in the Negro section of Port Arthur. VIOLA GREGG | 
LIUZZO is the Detroit, Michigan, housewife * and killed . 


in Lowndes County, Ala., on 1/25/65 « N 


Informant advised that the converation between 
the two policemen was not for his ears, but that on the 
other hand, they seemed unconcerned as to who heard them. 
He stated that one of them said that this should be reported 
to the FBI and the other one said something like, "We'd better 
think that over. | . a . wt 5 ne , 

4 0 8 5 

he Albuquerque Division set tal a lead for 
Houston at Port Arthur, Texas, to search the files of *the 
Police Department and the Sheriff's Office for any record 
which would substantiate the above information and — 
interested offices of the results. 5 
LEADS . 2 ‘ ad ‘ i: 1 ie 21 
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ATLANTA AND BIRMINGIA . { brvisroNs (INFORMATION) fe 


One copy each of this re ort 16 dag Hs 
for the Birmingham and Atlanta Divisions due to the close 
proximity of these offices to the Mobile Division, and 
they may desire to be * of the status, 9, instant * 


„ . * 

MOBIL? DIVISION F 

AT MAYNEVILLE, ALABAMA 1111 follow and ro port 
results o? State prosecution regarding subjects THOMAS, 
* ‘ ae 8 4 8 * 1 5 

AT SBIMA, ALAPAMA 111 report resuits of the 
Houstoh Office check o F Police Deya ste ene Sheriff's 
OFF ne records at Port N . 
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i Aer Mobile, Ala. 
-_* - Departmental Attorney, Selma, Ala. 
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ee Federal charges against * WILKINS 


and 3 present ed to the: Federal Grand Jury, MDA, of< 
U Mere: A true bill returned against the‘ Above 3 —_— 
/65, for violation 118, 87115 uso. ry . 


Summary menorandun prepared regarding captioned 
case at Selma, Ala., 4/12/€5, for the purpose of dissemination 
of the results of investigation in this case to State: ö 
authorities so that they might present murder charges. against . 
the above three subjects to the Grand Jury, 4, heck: ‘ySubjects 
THOMAS, WILKINS and EATON ind‘cted for Hong e‘Murder . 
in the dea dh of victim ‘Live ZO, by undes ounty y Grand. Jury, 


4/22/65 . ae oe 
Subjects THOMAS, WILKINS and EATON nnn 5 


- 8/26/65, Lowndes County, pled not guilty te the charges 8 


in the ircictment. grated severance to 1 tried separately. 


and sutjcct WILKINS scheduled for trial 5/3/65% Supplemental 


FBI Laboratory report regarding ammunition examination and 
supplemental toxicology report fron: Ala f State —e 
6f Toxicolo:; * forth herein. 
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AT SELMA, ALABAIA 


Cn April 8, 1965, the U. 3. Attorney's Office, 
Middle Distr’ct of Alabam, furnished a copy of a tfue 
511 of indictment against subjects THOMAS, WILKINS and 
EATON which indictment was kere a against these subjects -. 
by a Federal Grand Jury om April 6, 1965, for violation « ," 
Title 18, Section 241, U. S..Code. The contents of the ae 
Federal Grand Jury indictment are as follows: 


„ OFT OF INDICTMENT. which was returned on April 6, 1965, „ SUR 
de Federal Grand Jury in Hontcomery. Alabama. es 


pee F n ME DISTRICT COURT OF 

' “2; HE UNITED STATES FOR uE 
& #9. MIDDLE DISTRICT. OF ALABAMA, 
ty? EASTERN ee, Mp 


“UNITED STATES oF UIGRICA’ : * . 
V. 5 

WILLIAM ORVILLE Ea ron, 

COLLIE LEROY WILK 1 * IR. : ae : 

EUG AIR: THO?- IAS -. f oe pe 2 4 ‘ 4 5 } 4 * ° 


"(19 USC ei) abe . 
"The Grand 8 charges 


as 9 
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„c hõ,,Uri on or al out Harel 1. 196 55 wal 1 
to on er about March 28, 1965. WILLIAM ORVILLE. 
EA TO“. COLLIE LEROY 1111118, n. and EUGENE THOMAS, 
withir the Middle District of Alabama, conspired — 
together with each other and with: dther persons od 
the Grand Jury unknown to 4ngure. oppress, threat * 
and ‘ntimidate citizens of the United’ States in the 2 
vie‘nt: of Selma and Montgomery, Alabama, in tne’ ~ 


free exeroise and enjoyment of certain. rights and 
rv: legen secured 3 them by the Constitution an 


aus of the United States, ana because their havi 
exercised en ba cig: ao ee a * b A 3 
5 7 2 f | 24 . 


port 
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5 3670 The right to publicly protest unlauf ui! 
* deprivation of the right of Negro citicens — 

of Alabama to resister to vote and to vode 

for candidates for federal office. 


"(2) The right to encourage and assist Negro 
citizens of Alabama in the exercise of their 
right to register to vote and to vote for a 
candidates for federal office. 


3) The right to ‘peapdably assemble} publicly 
protest, and petition the Governor of the : 
State of Alabama for redress of grievances on... 
behalf of Negro citisens of Alabama, free from 
arbitrary interference by the State of Alabama. 


"(4) The right to rarticipate’ in a ‘thro from! 
Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, to: present a. ‘ 
~ petition to the Governor-of Alabama in +43 


Montgomery, and to participate 1h the carrying 
out of a propsoed plan for such ae pursuant 
Co an order entered on March 17, „ by» 

K United States District Boast (Fee the Middle 


| strict of Alabama, in the case of Us ve 
ALTACE, 161 v 11 Action A J1-A. 11 J 2 gy 17 


65). The slant to travel: to and fromethe Aaa of. „ 
Alabama and to use interstate highways and. ether 
Instrumentalities ef interstate’ commerce: in! . 
and through Alabama. J. ae 1 3 f 228 12 - rg 
‘p> & . . 
a. mee eo [t. ves a part of the plan and purpose of the A 
conspiracy that the defendants would harass, * 
ursi2 and assault citizens of the United States in. 
he areca of Selma and Mort gone ry, Alabama, whb 7 
were n or had participated in, or who. 
were lending or had lent their support to a demonstration 
march from Selma to Hontsomery ; Alabama, pursuant: : 
to the plan, referred to above, that was approved; 
by the order of the United States Pie kriet Court for 
the Middle District of Alabama ‘on Maron 17, 19665» 1 


2 n vielen on of Section en 7161 N. United, 
Nate . ¢ Hs 22 ö i 5 Lg 
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3 + . Qn April 12, 1965, pursuant to instructions 
received from the U. S. Department of Justice, a summary 
memorandum containing pertinent details in reference to 
the shooting of victim LIUZZO In Lowndes County, Alabama 
was prepared and was to be furnished to local authorities 
after review by the Department. | Paes 

; * ¢ eel sores : 
Subsequently, the Department requested deletions... | 
in the summary memorandum which deletions were made ang 
thereafter the summary memorandum was delivered to Circuit 
Solicitor ARTHUR GAMBLE, JR. at Greenville} Alabama. 


On April 19, 1965, the State murder case involving 
subjects THCHAS, WILKINS and EATON was presented to a 
State Grand Jury which convened at Hayneville, Alabama, 
and on April 22, 1965, the State Grand Jury: returned a 
First Degree Murder indictment against COLLIE LEROY WISKINS, 
age 21; EUGENE THOMAS and WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, accordirg 
to Circuit Solicitor ARTHUR GAMBLE, R. who furnished the 
above information on April 22, 193. „ 


. Solicitor GAMBLE advised on April 23, 1965, that 
he and Sheriff FRANK RYALS of Lowndes County, Alabama, | 
had traveled to Birmingham, Alabama; on the evening erf 
April 22, 1965, and all three subjects, WILKINS, THOMAS and 
EATON, were surrendered to their custody by their attorney, 


MATT MURIHY. They were arraigned and adm gte, to bond 


1965. 
* . 


On April 9. 1965 
examinat’on was conducted 
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Memorandum 


ö SIROSTOR, 731 (44-28601) 


"SAC, MOBILE (44-1245) (7) 


LUGiiic THOMAS; ET AL; 

VIOLA GREGG LIUZcO, aha; 

LEROY JAMES MOTON - VICTIMS 

CR - EL eee 
(00: MOBILE) -” „ 
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* pone, hereto is report of 8 — bac 
Nobile. 5/3/65. As indicated on the administrative pare. 
3 of this report is being withheld until such - 


time as Bureau furnishes approval. The Bureau is N 
to promptly advise. a aq 


Says 
2 Bureau (Enc 9 


- Mobile 
3255 leh 


AW 


| FX 109 
To: Sac, Mobile (44-1245) 
Ad 2 
Fron: Director, ( H-28001) — ~ af, * 


EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; / 

VIOLA on- LIUZZO, AKA; 3 
LEROY JA EHS NOTON - 1 . 
CIVIL RIGHTS;ELECTION LAS 


4 ) 0 
Reurlet 3/3/63 enclosing the report of 84 — 8 
. at Mobile * 3 5 f 5 


; 
* bureau approval 10 granted for immediate * 
dissemination of this report to Departmental Attorney | ‘ 
in Selma and appropriate * 8. Attorney, ‘ ¢ . : ; 


4 


hea „ $ 


; | 5 9 . 1 . 7 ae oe ae 
The report oz ——ͥ at uobiie. dated 5/3/65 
has been reviewed by appropriate Bureau supervisor, The report 
sets forth Federal and state prosecutive action sggainst the 


subjects in this case and also includes the supplemental toxicology 


report from the Alabama State Department of Toxs cology re autopsy} 
performed on the body ¢ 6 ZZO. 
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_ 7 EUGENE THOMAS, ETAL3 VIOLA GREGG ‘L1uz20, ETAL - yICTINs, en- K. 
4 . 5 | 

REMOTEL MAY SIX, SIXTYFIVE, CONCERNING THE PROGRESS, OF THE | 


TRIAL IN CAPTIONED MATTER IN STATE’ ‘CIRCUIT court! at MAYNEVILUE, 

ALA, =. w= ee ane 7 af 18 
DURING ,THE MORNING or MAY SEVEN, , SIXTYPLVE, THE JURY 14 

CONTINUED ITS DELIBERATIONS RETURNING 10 THE COURTROOM ONCE . 

um SEVERAL INQUIRIES WHICH THE. JUDGE HEARD. . ONE INQUIRY al 

AGAIN CONCERNED THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE DEGREES, OF NUROER 5 

[AnD MANSLAUGHTER. THE OTHER INQUIRY RELATED. 10 THE, Mount ‘oF WU 

Heier THAT SHOULD BE GIVEN 10 THE, TESTIMONY or 1 vccompLice. ‘ 

| THE JUDGE ANSWERED JURY'S QUESTIONS’ AND instauctes THEN! 8 8 

7 | TO CONTINUE THEIR DELIBERATIONS. “hey INDICATED! THAT THEY, WERE 


: | NOT IN AGREEMENT AT THIS TIME. AT Moo, JuRY 148 PERNITTED:, 4 " * 


9 eee e eee 


END PAGE ] : a : „ 7 ae 1 2 2 221 / at 
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PAGE TWO 3 | 
TO RECESS FOR LUNCH AND IT WILL RESUNE DELIBERATIONS IN THE 
AFTERNOON OF NAY SEVEN, SIXTYFIVEs * N f 

THE JUDGE HAS INDICATED THAT HE HAS A FISHING COMMITHENT 
FOR THIS WEEKEND AND HE THINKS AT ints TIME THAT] ir THE JURY 
DOES NOT ARRIVE ar 11S DECISION ATSTHE CLOSE OF pUSINESS robar, 5 
ur MAY LOCK THEM ur 4: tae ufd... „ 
END AND ACK PLS 
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TO * _, Mr. Bel Gf 
. 
FROM : . A. Ros}: 


EUGENE ‘THOMAS, ET AL; : 
VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL - VICTIMS 1 - Mr. McGowan 
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 1 - Mr. Hines 


diane e en e the Mobile Office advised at 8:07 p. m., bc. 
Washington time, that the jury had returned and stated that they N 

had been unable to reach any agreement. The jury returned at ae "| re 
6:05 p. m., Washington time. —: Sopeeeee By oe 7 oe 


Judge. > cot . 


information waar — that the —— stood 10 for conviction 
and 2 for acquittal. This reportedly was the vote of the jurors from 
the beginning of their de liberations up until the end. 2 


3 6 4 
, ACTION: a f * 8 
The Mobile Office has been instructed to discreetly check the 
names of the jurors through the office files and to furnish any 
information concerning the jurors particularly with reference to 
the individual jurors who may have questioned the witnesses,” 


Mobile was also instructed to furnish any further details or r plans 
of the prosecution for a new trial. 1 : 
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“Wed 5-5-65 | ore 


Dear Mr. Hoover; 


At 8:55 this A. M. I heard a news broadcast on 
station WJMI) (FM). . 


Referring to the Luizzo slaying, the announcer mentioned 
the F. B. I. informer“ in the case. 


It seems to mé that a man who risks his life for his ) 
country is deserving of a better reference than this, so, I called the 
F. Bri. to inquire. Was nicely turned away. It didn't surprise me 
as I realize your bureau rarely discusses the status of it's personnel. 

It seems that every group or individual interested in 
America and freedom, receives a title“ always negative, by the press 
and news casters. One thinks of the term "rebels" applied to the 
Communists in the Congo who murdered our people and the other term 
"mercenaries" for their opponents. Surely all the — were not 
“mercenaries. : 


4 
— 


keep up your wonderful efforts to maintain our freedom. 
God bless you. 
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Your letter of May Sth has been received, and I want 
to thank you for your kind sentiments and generous comments con- 
cerning my administration of the FBI. fis hoped that our future . 


endeavors cone to meet with your —— ae * re 1 


1 was good of you to write and sive. me your. 8 
- vations. In view of your — Tam 3 some n 
— I trust ay Pee helpful. ’ * 
1 0 ‘Binceret y yours, : 


1 > Ms: 1 5 amet ; igh 


4 
Enclosure (3) : 
U. S. News & World Report 12/21/04 
"Our Heritage of Greatness" 1 85 
5 The FBI's Role in the Field of Civil Rights 


: Li” ,NOTE: 9 cannot be identified in Bullies, 
| M VT 

: 1 4 1 
ees MANID 7 . 


e 6 196% 
COM A. F 


- — * * a, ; 
22 2 4 
. é 1 
’ , 3 
F 1 7 7 , * 
* <-> 4 


* 


eee 20 gee. eee Meg eren 


Ver. 0 le ee ˙ — NY RANI emt aay as — 5 


80 


' e ex 
* A 
> -, 2 
1 220 
9 ** 0 


FBI WASH DC 


8 2 | iy . N 5 55 1 
5 i Ur. Fr.. ter 
* ee ° Tele. * 
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FBI MOBILE ' 

955 PM CST URGENT 376763 
TO DIRECTOR a 
FROM MOBILE == /44-1243/ 


a 


i 2 f 
EUGENE THOMAS ET AL} Mol! Liuzz0 DASH vic Re 


-REMOTEL TODAY. . ek, 11 


JURY IN INSTANT CASE DELIBERATED UNTIL L 15 en sr WHEN FORENAN te 
“ADVISED COURT THAT A DECISION DID NOT APPEAR POSSIBLE urna tHe oer 
PERIOD OF TIME. JUDGE ORDERED THE JURY BE TAKEN, 10, MONTGOMERY . 1 
AND FED AND MAINTAINED ‘THERE UNTIL TOMMORROW NORNING NINE u., ‘at 
WHICH TIME HE BELIEVED THE FOOD AND REST, WOULD ue, THEM REACH | 75 


A DECISION EARLY TONMORROV. eres 
END 3 5 


ua xl. 
FBI WASH DC 


BIA0CS 943A EDT MAY 3 65 (39)SYBO13 


sy RNBO 10 PD 4 EXTRA AR ROCHESTER NY 5 S1SA EDT 
‘3 EDGAR HOOVER 


‘ DIRECTOR FBI THE JUSTICE DEPT YASHDC 


PLEASE ADVISE UNDER WHAT LAY UNDER COVER NEN LIXE ROWE IN run 
CASE ARE HIRED BY YOUR DEPARTMENT. How LONG HAVE YOU HAD such’ 5 
TYPE AGENTS OPERATING AND HOV MANY ARE THERE. IN WHAT AREAS 


— — 4 |... 


„ TKE COUNTRY ARE THEY OPERATING AND IN WHAT. ‘TYPES OF “ACTIVITY 
| 8 Aar 11 1965 
IN ADDITION TO KLAN WORK „„ 1 


A VERNON CR. O. MANAGING EDITOR TIMES UNION ROCHEST 2 N 
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ee 705 5400 . 
W Vernon Croop oe 
Managing Editor ee 


Rochester Times-Union 
: . Rochester 14, New York 


13 | Your telegram of May 5. 1505, 1 bien recelved. 


b - With regard to your inquiries, the development at 4 
good informants is an imvortent function of the FH in handling ies 
responsibilities in priminal and subversive fields. As in the * : ae 
cass.of Mr. Gary T.-hicwe, jniormants have made tremendſous 
cortzibutions to our work, not only provicing valuable assistance 
in the soiution of cases, but often furniszing tips waich allow us to | 
take e prevertive action, — . 


a ‘While many intorments voluntarily hs en ee 
: See of public duty, we do pay them for their eiforts on occasion. S 
Unier ro dircumstances, however, are they considered employees > a 3 
of the FR Z- · . g. : ‘oe 1 
5 ~ —. 4. ° 
a. 
1 rogrct that Iam unable to furnich you data concerhing Se 
the numbers of informants who are assictin: the FH or the areaseof : 
‘the country in which they are cporating. There is enclosed a copy t 
the FSI Annual Fez ort for the 1804 fiscal year which contains, on oe 
pace 5, ee * 
assistance to you. ne — 


©} 
A ( Eincerely, your 


ours, 


NOTE: See M. A. Jones to DeLoach Memo, dated 5-6-65, om %.. = % 
FA. Vernon Croop, Managing Editor, Rochester Times-Union, 5 
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Ww Tork. 1 Address obtained from files. 
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UNITED STATES G SA RNMENT 


Memorandum 1 = Mir. Conrad 


15 | 1 = Office, Room 7133 
8 . nrad DATE: $/7/ 65 


1 - Mr. Williams 


from 8 R. I. Sof 


SUBJECT: EUGENE THONAS, ET AL.; VIOLA GREGG 
LIUZZO, AKA.; LEROY JEROME NOTON, vit" 


FP e f 
£ 


8 


Lad oe Rio ered im 


VICTIMS; x EL 


The purpose of this memorandum is to advise that SA 
Marion E. Williams testified in Hayneville, Alabama, on May 5, 
and May 6, 1965, as to his examinations of evidence in this 
case and to identify the items of evidence introduced during 
his testimony which remained in the custody of the court. 


“Ql Bullet fragment from under right front seat .. 
Q4 Mutilated bullet from inside top of car over 
right door 
11 Piece of metal removed from body of car below 
a left rear window 
QlS Piece of metal removed from left door of car 
„16 Bullet from victimS body 
-Q17 Bullet from rear floor mat, passenger side — 
Q25 - Q30 Six cartridges from K3 
Q52 One .22 caliber cartridge \ 
Q53 —- Q57 Five .38 Special cartridge cases found 
approximately .55 mile east of victim's A ) 
car ~ 


é 


vy K3 .38 Special Smith and Wesson revolver, Serial 
: No. C-418827 


5 The prosecutive action in this case will be reported 
by the Nobile Office. 


ACTION: 


For information: 


44-28601 « 


12 Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 Ur. McGowan ay 
1 - Mr. K. A. Jones, Room 4264 


70 Ur. Rosen 8 ee pate: May 8, 1965 ° 
Help — a * 17 7* . a 1. Mr. Rosen | 
FROM 12 6. meng I- Mr, Malley _— 
I- Mr. McGowan aa 


I- Mr. McGrath 
spwror: EUGENE l ET AL. 1 - Mr. Hines 


VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL, - VICTIMS 1- Mr. Dobbs 
CIVIL RIGHTS; " ELECTION LAW 


7 

Assistant Director Belmont requested SA O. L. Dobbs to determine 
if it was known as to which Juror asked if the Bureau had examined the gun 
and cartridge cases used in the killing of Mrs, Viola Liuzzo for fingerprints, 
as the Director would probably be interested in knowing if this es was ope 
of the two jurors who voted for acquittal, ” : 1 f. 

After 3 available ticklers and newspaper 1 Inspector | 
Joseph A. Sullivan was contacted at Selma, Alabama, who advised this 
information had not been obtaineg to date. Inspector Sullivan nrentioned 


that it-probably would not be pogsible to obtain information except through 
direct contact of one of the jurors, 


. 42 P 


Mr. Belmont was advised of the above information. Mr. Bel mont 
advised that the juror should not be contacted to obtain this information. 


Inspector gull van was adviosd of Mr. Belmont's comments, but 7 
was requested to immediately furnish this information to the Bureau should é é 


it come to his attention through other sources. i 3 e e 
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GENERAL len a a 


5 This matter relates ) murder 
ol civil rights worker, Mrs. Viola Liuzzo, 
_| between Selma and Montgomery, — 
ton 3-25-65. 


7 


| ‘Marder trial of subject Collie 
- Leroy Wilkins — in State Court on 
5-3-6868. 
2 oie Thomas Rowe is our 
informant and key prosecution witness. 
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0 DIRECTOR AND BIRMINGHAM 

FROM MOBILE 7144-12457 

— ( 
EUGENE THOMAS» ET l. 


Cont Paris = 7 Laws — 
S. : 
“aga ; “A & 
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REMOTEL THIS DATE, summARi zine MORNING PROCEEDINGS IN m. 

. 1 

IN CAPTIONED HATTER at HAYNE VILLE. ALAS 117 1 
* 0 ac 


: DURING THE AFTERNOON SESSION OF THE TRIALS THE statt COMPLETED 

1 i 
THE PRESENTATION OF ITS cast. ALTHOUGH IT DID, NOT nest ALABAMA :, 
' 


HIGHWAY PATROLMAN “HAGOOD. BIRMINGHAM AGENTS GETTINGS» ‘LANEY. — 


nse: AGENT ARCHIBALD Le RILEYs AND LABORATORY digg MARIAN 1 
1 jak > & ‘4 t 
6 WILLIAMS ALL TESTIFIED. ‘ ¢ a ** ; . “as ‘ ; 


| oe 
‘ FOLLOWING DIRECT EXAMINATION OF LABORATORY EXAMINER WILLIAMS. - \ 
DEFENSE COUNSEL MURPHY SPENT CONSIDERABLE TIME ON GROSS-EXAMINAT oN. 


5 
— de „ 


46 9899 


FOLLOWING RECESSING OF THE PROCEEDINGS FOR THE. DAY. ‘THE PRESS 8 N 
3 


ASKED HURPHY WHY HE SPENT SO MUCH TIME ckoss “EXAMINING VILLIANS.’ ä 
1 8 


MURPHY STATED THAT THE PRESS nab NOTED THAT iL ies COULD vor 7 
9 >. f 


4 
MAKE THE SAME“EXAMENATION ON THE. wrens STAND THE ADE 1 2 
END PAGE ONE . 9. oy 


3 ve oY Gamay a . 
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5 PAGE uo eoccce ee 9 


‘ : a ” 


LABORATORY IN WASHINGTON. HE INDICATED THAT HE REGARDED THIS AS 
A CRITICAL ISSUE. HE sup THAT CONSIDERABLE PRESSURE WAS PLACED 


N Pg 
' N 2 
wee 
: 1 
i 
; 


Or VT EERE orn 


ON THIS CASE IN. SEEKING A CONVICTION. BY LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON, 

AND THIS MIGHT BE THE REASON WHY THE SAME EXAMINATION COULD NOT 

BE DONE ON THE WITNESS STAND AS WAS DONE IN THE LABORATORY. 
MURPHY WAS ASKED WHAT TYPE OF DEFENSE HE PROPOSED TO Maxx. 

HE INFERRED THAT HE WOULD ASK FOR DISMISSAL UPON’ COMPLETION OF 

STATES CASE, AND DID NOT SPECIFY BEYOND Tag AS .TO THE 

3 e ; 15 5 Urel NA 0 — 
ROBERT SHELTON» IMPERIAL WIZARD OF THE UHM. WAS ASKED WHAT 


TYPE OF DEFENSE WOULD BE MADE AND HE INFORMED THE PRESS: THAT 


2 DEFENSE WOULD.SHOW WHAT TYPE OF PERSON ROWE WAS» AND. THAT 


HE HAD AN ARREST RECORD FOR CARRYING AUTOMATIC “WEAPONS. ;: 
Rw le Maw | 11 
THE FOLLOWING IS A LIST OF en MEMBERS WHO WERE OBSER ED IN 


ATTENDANCE DURING THE PROCEEDINS ON THIS DATES ROBERT SHELTON» 
ROBERT u. CREEL» MELVIN SEXTONs CHARLES c. KELLEY» CURTHIS DOLES, . 
RALPH ROTONs ALL BELIEVED TO BE FROM BIRMINGHAM AREA, AND 


enn SENDER OF DOTHAN. Knee WHO — FORMERLY A KLANSMAN IN 


LOWNDES CO.. SA. é a 2 5 
EnD PAGEE TWOcccccece , 3 3 


ae = PAGE ‘THREE 6e ˖ 5 Ans re faery 


THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS OF THE-NSRP WERE OBSERVED IN ATTENDENCE © 
er ' * UNKAmee 


ON THIS 1 DR. EDWARD Re FIELDS. ENU GENTRY » ROBERT Je VICKERSON. 
RALPH De “SIXTON» ALL FROM gst i ct AREA . 

THE DATA CONCERNING THE ‘AUTOMATIC vol REFERRED ‘TO > ba J 
SHELTON CONCERNS AN ARREST oF ROWE WITH OTHER. KLANSMEN IN CONNECTION 


ent 470 2 ee Mey 
WITH -en DEMONSTRATION IN WONTGOMERY. AMA. 4 BIRMINGHAM 18 ~- e 


BEING REQUESTED TO CHECK THIS WATTER To 1 * WHETHER THERE li } 
1 
1S ANY PERTINENT REBUTTAL DATA “WHICH ay 451 ALLED TO THE ATTTENTION 


| : 1 
OF tHE CIRCUIT sol fei ron. Pee; 
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* UNITED STATES GO; NEH 


Memorandum ia 
1 a. Betmoni(\\ at ae ae 5/6/65 


7 1 8 ei 1 Mr. DeLoach . . 
A. Roepe 7 eee 1 Mr. Belmont 
5 'O | 1 - Mr. Rosen 

SURJECT: | EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. 1-Mr. Malley 
VIOLA: LIUZZO, ET AL - Werd 1 - Mr. „ 


CIVIL RIGHTS ‘1 -Mr, Hines fe 


Inspector Joseph Sullivan has advised that the defense 
rested its case at 11:30 a. m. Alabama time (1:30 p.m. Washington 
time) today. The defense called only six witnesses. Closing argu- 
ments and the charge to the jury are scheduled to be given this 
afternoon. : * 


5 Rober ‘Shelton, Rober}/Thomas nad Eugene’ Reeves 
ua Mildredq’Thomas were called as witnesses by the defense. | 
/ These four all testified that they were present with Attorney Matt 

urphy when the Bureau's informant, Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., 
made the statement to Murphy that he had 3 offered à farm in 
Minnesota by FBI Agents. It should be noted that Rowe had stated 
yesterday on the stand that the idea of the farm * concocted by , 
Attorney Murphy. . 2 is 


* 8 ‘ ‘ ° . 


the statement to her that he was a card-carrying member of the 
Communist Party. The prosecutor = ected and the objection was 


upheld. . a g 41 „ A* 23 


5 pone 8 testified for the defense that the 7 
defendant, Collie LeRoy Wilkins, as well as Rowe, Thomas and Eaton, 
were in her restaurant before 10 00 p. m. on the night of March 25, 1965 
the night of the killing. On cross examination she admitted that she . 
had not clocked the individuals into the w them inher that it could | 
* been: asia 1000 m. when she saw them in her pat 
3 K 4 u ö ly 22 
yo witness called is the rita was eng Ome. 
He was asked if Rowe, the Bureau informant, had assaulted him. = 
prosecutor objected to this and the objection was upheldes MAY 11 965 


ACTION: This is being closely followed — eae 
guvise us of further developments in the 2 „ i-ih a 
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Mildred Thomas was also 3 if Rowe ee a8 3 E 


FBI 


Transmit the following in 1 " 
| i 4 (Type in plaintext or code) 


— AIRTEL AIRMAIL 


a 0c ll 
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SAC, MOBILE (4421245) (r) 


EUGENE’ THOMAS, ET AL; 

RS. VIOLA GREG@#LIUZZO, aka, 
ET AL - VICTIMS 

CR - EL 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are two copies of 
an article appearing in the Choctaw Advocate, Butler, Ala., | 
in the edition dated 5/6/65, entitled, "Liuzzo Defendants 
Appearing at Bladon Springs Kian Rally, One on Trial Now." | 


: Also enclosed for the Bureau is one copy each of 
two photographs taken at the Klan rally at Staten Fark, Bladon 
Springs Ala., 5/1/65. Enclosed for the Birmingham Office 
is one copy each of the two photographs. 
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Ficture number one appears from left to right, 7 
MATT H. NURPHY, JR., who is defending the three subjects in 
the Liuzzo case, WILLIAM EATON, LEROY WILKINS, EUGEN® THOMAS, 
and Klan Grand Dragon ROBERT CREEL. Picture number two is a 
photograph of MATT H. MURPHY and ROBERT CREEL who are standing 
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‘tan the foreground 3 40 the 1 The Mobile’ office 16 
Forwarding the Bureau and Birmingham Poloroid copies af;: 
these photographs and at a leter date will forward to the 
Bureau ard Birmingham 8" x 10" copies of these photographs 


which will be the exact dinenstens of the photographs 
furnished to the Mobile Office by — , 670 


J. 


The Birmingham Office is requested to exanine 
photograph number two which is a picture of MURPHY and CREEL’: 2 
in their Klan robes and attempt to identify the individual :<: 25 * 
3 glasses and a dark suit appearing directly behind - 
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One ON 
f For mest cf the e Aimated 209 
h attended last Saturday 
night's rally of the Ku Klux Klan 
the appearance of the three «- 
fendants in the Liuzzo slaying 
case came as quite a surprisc. 
The three. Leroy Wilkins. ir., 21 
William Eaton. 41. and Fugene 
Thomas, 42, appeared at the rallv 
in the contpany of Afaboma 
Gand Dragon Robert Creel and 


Klan atturney Matt H. Murpby,. 
Jr. 
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_ Wilkins, youngest of the trio. 
is on trial todas at Hayneville. 
Alabama. He is charecd with (1° 
murder of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo. a 

hite civil rights worker wh» 


drove with a young Negro be 
tween Selma and Montgomery. 
His trial, presently in its fourth 
day, is expected to end by tomor- 
row. Eaton and Thomas are ex- 
pected to be dried in the fall. 


Kian Grand Dros 'n 618517 * 
s-ated the rrunp at the rallßx 
redn Springs and 1 ked thee 
able Welling, “cleo these men „uk 
un murderers?” Their appeat 
ance at the rally followed a t+! 
1s their alferney, iat rte 

“Murphy. altired in a for Wiser 

d robe, was the first e ker 
Inf the evening. His talk dealt pri-. 
marily with the Klan's oppsi- 
tion to the Federal Reserve Sys- 
tem, international finance aryl 
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the “Zicnist Jew.” Murphy Jashed 
cut at the government's practic 

of pumping financial aid int 

countries that are hostile to th 

nation. Several times he men- 
tioned an unbelievable sum of 
84 billion dollars that he said 
was given to a small Euronean 
country hardly larger than Choc- 
taw County. He also remarked 
at the wealth this county. or any 
other in this country, would en- 
joy if a similar amount were 
spent here. 


While Murphy's talk was in- 
teresting, it was left up to Grand 
Dragon Creel to comment on 
what most of those in attendance 
had apparently come to hear. 
Creel, wearing an emerald-green 
robe which he later removed, 
talked primarily on the civil 
rights question and the Klan‘s 
opposition to the integration of 
the races. He commented on the 
ecent trouble at Selma and 
claimed that the Rev. Reeb's body 
was cremated because it was 
“rotten with cancer and syphilis.” 
Reeb died at a Birmingham hos- 
pital after he was beaten during 
racial incidents at Selma. 


(‘reel also allarked the pro- 
posed free fexthook program 
hacked! by Gov. (rr Wallace. 
He id that this was one thing 
he and the Klan differ with Gov. 
Wallice on. Creel, who said that 
he didn't want his three children 
going to school with a t unt n of 
“runny nosed nigscrs,”° <7'4 that 
he would buy his children“ hooks 
and urged that others he allowed 
to do the same. 
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The Grand Dragon went on to 
say that it wf The aim of the 
Klan to place men in every phase 
of government in an effort to 
restore constitutional govern- 
ment. He urred that everyone 
make an effort to support only 
those men who adhered to these 
principles. Ile charged that all 
of our present politicians are 
courting the black vote and don't 


really care about the working 


whit€ man. He aiso charged that 
most busincssmen are comply- 
ing with the provisions of the 
Civil Rights Act too readily. He 
said that businessmen are not 
concerned with the man in the 
street as long as they keep on 
making money. “They have got 


theirs,” he said, “and all they 


eare about is getting richer.” He 
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This matter concerns the murder of 
civil rights worker, Mrs. Vioia Liuzzo, - 
between Selma and Montgomery, Alabama, 

on 3-25-65. Trial of subject Collie Leroy 
Wilkins om murder charge began in State 
court o 5-365. 


Rowe is our informant and key 
witness. 


- Moton is Negro male who was riding 
with Mrs. Liuzzo at time of murder. 
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_REMOTEL THIS DATE, SUMMARIZING TRIAL IN THE CAPTIONED 
MATTER AT HAYNEVILLE, ALA. 

DURING THE AFTERNOON OF MAY FOUR, INSTANT, LEROY JEROME: 
MOTON TESTIFIED AS TO THE LIUZZO KILLING, DR. PAUL SHOFFELIT 
TESTIFIED CONCERNING THE AUTOPSY HE PERFORMED, AND THE DIRECT 
EXAMINATION OF GARY THOMAS ROWE WAS COMPLETED. CROSS nenen 
OF ROWE SCHEDULED FOR OPENING OF count ihk au, a 1, eee 2 
NEXT. 3 80710 9 

WO LWCIDENTS VERE OBSERVED IN THE mug on stg E 8 
ſoertist SERVED A SUBPOENA ON COL. AL LINGO, AHP, TO PRODKCE THE 
: LIUZZO CAR AND ETS CONTENTS. THESE ITEMS HAVE BEEN BROUGHT 10 
lndvwevinur AND LOCKED UP AS EVIDENCE, = 


7 m THEME OF DEFENSE COUNSEL MATT MURPHY-S CROSS EXAMINATIO 


END PAGE. on 9 0.0 © . 
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| WAYWEVILLE, OLA. ; | 
la r FOUR ZERO FIVE r. f., TODAY, JUDGE te 'VERTH THAGGARD 4 


ete 


DECLARED A-MISTRIAL IN INSTANT MATTER. HE HAD CALLED. THE ü 3 
IN FROM ITS DELIBERATIONS AT FOUR . u., AND QUESTIONED THE u él 
FOREMAN as TO THE POSSIBILITY OF REACHING L DECISION. THE’: 14 5 
FOREMAN STATED IT STOOD THE SAME As IT HAD RIGHT AFTER may) a: 

STARTED DELIBERATIONS AT THREE FORTY P.M, MAY FIVE,” Last. . ne 
‘THE JUDGE OBTAINED PERMISSION FROM aL ATTORNEYS: INVOLVED 70 
QUESTION THE FOREMAN AS TO THE status. THE CONSENT’ 18 GIVEN 
AND THE FOREMAN STATED THE VOTE WAS nu To TWO IN FAVOR 1 5 
CONVICTION. HE SAID 11 Was HIS OPINION THAT NONE or- mos oe 
Ile rm stöt, WOULD CHANGE. I A* ASKED JURY armer, 
IF 11 vas THEIR OPINION AND ALL Mn in e 3 oy 


N. 460 
THEN 15 Men FOR THEIR. SERVICE AND DECEARED-A mista AL 
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. COUNTY SOLICITOR CARLTON PERDUE AND CIRCUIT SOLICITOR 4 7 


ARTHUR GAMBLE, IR., BOTH ADVISED ‘THEY WERE NEARTENED BY uro 


„ N on 


TVO IN FAVOR OF CONVICTION AND IN VIEW OF GRAND Jory ‘SEEING.FIT. 
N _ TO INDICT SUBJECT AND PRESENT mier ENDING in ten’ TO ‘Two MISTRIAL, aie 


1 K 4 


THEY SAID THEY HAD EVERY INTENTION OF PRESENTING: ‘THE CASE 125 b 
yey 
TRIAL, BUT NO DATE COULD BE SET At tits TIMES 319 
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JUDGE Te VERTH THAGGARD RECESSED. ale SETTING aiid ents 
4, 8 t 1 
FOR CONTINUANCE OR NU TNA s. N 


GBS: 5 11 „ 4 Bis 1 
OUTSIDE THE COURTROOM DEFENSE ATTORNEY MATT -MURPHY ELD 


AN IMPROMPTU CONFERENCE FOR NEWSMEN AND TV CANERAS AND ADVISED 5 
HE WELCOMED OPPORTUNITY TO RETURN TO FIGHT THIS CASE AND HE °: owes 
MAD BUILT HIS CASE THIS TIME ON CROSS EXAMINATION AND HAD DONE a4 
4 GOOD JOB, BUT WOULD RETURN next TIME AND. BLOW STATE'S, CASE, 9. 2 
OUT OF THE WATER. E UNLOOSED A TIRADE AGAINST FEDERAL „ jot 7 F 


INTERVENTION AND THE QUOTE NIGGERS de erk AND. JEWS AND LIBERAL 5 
„ ° a 8 1 : , 
luerr WING GROUPS. 3 7 1.4. — 3 8 f ~ oy — oe — 
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JOE ZELLNER, ASSOCIATED PRESS, MONTGOMERY, | AlAs INTERVIEVED,_ 
| 
JURORS DAN LEE AND BILLY Re Re CHEATHAN FOLLOWING (TRIALS THESE 
— POND ok 


— — — 28 „ „ „„ 


a ADVISED THEY HAD VOTED AGAINST. CONVECTION. CHEATHAM StATED 


che 


285. 
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Wort 1 DID NOT ACCEPT ROVE'S TESTIMONY, NOT WHEN HE SVORE 141 5 
BEFORE GOD AND BROKE HIS OATH“UNQHOTE. CHEATHAM 8 COMMENT . 
i. REGARD REFERS TO ROVE'S OATH AS 4 Maus ah. f. . 
LEE STATED auorR nE AND an AREFERRING TO ca AR 
Hiei VELL ON THE SAME SIDE"UNQUOTES: f „ 


3 . 
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* aro aks» 


wr? „ Nn 


KLAN. LEE STATED HE WAS MEMBER OF WHITE citizens COUNCIL ‘AND 5 


5 a 


CHEATHAN ‘ STATED HE WAS FORMER | a or | a 5 
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WHEN ASKED WHETHER HE WOULD LiKE TO, 1 SEEN ROVE. AS ei wee . 
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— n vs, CHEATHAR states QUOTE VERY nuca sols f. 42 oe at 
UNQUOTS, AND LEE STATED QUOTE 1 AGREE %” e e. aca | . 
‘THE FOLLOWING ARE THE NAMES OF THE TWELVE JURORS? GEORGE a 

SPIVEY, HUGH n. TUBERVILLE, DAN LEE, ROY 0. LOFTIN,+ CLIFFORD 


YE Snes 


‘MC MURPHEE, k. L. MOLLINGSHEAD, 1. R. NOLLINGSHEAD,, WF. ‘hutrey, | 4 
— K 4 7 
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EDMUND SALLEE, BILLY “ig CHEATHAM, C. He ROGERS, ROBERT B. SMITH. Me 


. & Os 


ABOVE NAMES WERE CHECKED THROUGH MOBILE INDICES, 4 . 0 al 
ke hg „„ E 


Pn SECURITY REFERENCES, WERE LOCATED. nis INCLUDES THE. NK: AND 
tiene) Stelse Ff „„ 
SRP: IT IS NOTED THE JURY PANEL LIST FROM WHICH THESE TWELVE ° 


WERE CHOSEN INCLUDED ONE . C. aumEY, JRe „ (A COUNTY EMPLOYEE. . 
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FROM BRAGGS, ALA., SANE 1 FROM WHICH u. Fe rr, vio vio 
SERVE ON THE JURY, IS FROM. MOBILE HAS NO REFERENCE TO ‘eh a 
AUTREY, n., BUT DOES HAVE A REFERENCE TO u. COLVIN AUTRE, * 

WHO WAS A MEMBER OF KLAVERN THIRTY-T¥O, Us s. KLANS, rr. ce 
ALA., AS OF MAY TWENTY-SEVEN, NINETEEN FIFTY-SEVEN.” THE FILES .: 
REFLECT THAT AUTREY IS DECEASED.’ MOBILE FILES DO NOT REFLECT ... 


WHETHER OR NOT W. COLVIN AUTREY IS ANY RELATION TO uU. r. peer, i 255 * 2. 
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— , sundae b Jar author I 
who resides at Hartse 11e, Alabama; contacted u and made known | ¢. 
his desire to contact GARY THOMAS ROWE, Buredu informant: in'the 
above captioned matter, in order to write articlés covering . P. 
ROWE’s activities, possibly for Readers Digest and Look Magazine. ' 
Mr. HUIE also stated he would be anterested in writing . d book * 
regarding ROWE's activities and m Jer even possibly be ton bt ested . 
in discussing with ROWE the somes ard of a, movie. version 5 his 7 | 
activities. : : a ke 1 we 2 2. 
Nr. HUI E pointed out tnat he has justi completdd work. 
a book entitled "Three Lives for Mississippi," which deals with 
the three Civil Rights workers murdered in Alena“ ibi, last s 
He stated this book is due for early release) e explained t 
he has always been prof Br“ and that he could assure us that, 
anything he wrote pertaining to ROWE's activities would de 
favorable to the FBI. HUIE also stated that. in his, opinion the 
public has an improper and distasteful image. regard 
used by law enforcement agencies and that he would welcome _ 
opportunity of using ROWE 
public's attitude generally — 
enforcement. He ranma tha 
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9 ‘weir for his ota Sabine tion . connection with art r a2 
: Jook and would be willing to pay ROWE's expe at to meet hin 
An order to discuss the matter. AS ai 


33 HUIE’ stated that he will be 1 Aiafana on 
67-68 and will 8 New York for 3. or & days . the . New: - 
., Western Hotel. He will then ba in Chicago for'8 dor &: al 12 
a the Ambassador East Hotel... He then plans" to's pond ¢ 
- approximately one week in 10% Angs les at tha ‘Bejair 
He stated following his visit to Los Angelos. he will . l 8 
to Hartselle, Alabama, and remain; there for she, summer) : 


I advised Mr. HUIE that his’ ihterest * i 

with ROWE in the preparation of articles and possibly a book, 

would be made known to the Bureau and if there .is any; infet pat . 
, in his proposition that: we would be An J. him ae 
Later date. ; „„ 5 #3 | eg 72 72 ee 
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. This matter. nas not deen nohti bnd ce UARY TOMAS" 
ROWE, and no further action is pending aa by the Birathghan 
Office ee WIE 's — 885 ng passes from ne 5 4 
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wy 
cn ne are two copl 78 of a e airtel, ‘dated 7 

8-6-65, from cer 1 Irmiazham Cftice. For yotr information, Bale le a fd 
lance writor ca viatrorersial subjects rho coverud the Mibura case and indulged 
— highly epecvicitva writing about the fats of the three victims and those persons 

ecpneible fcr th:ir reha. Ca 19-20-34, ha contacted the Ja:ksen Cilice, 
— u he was pr paring a bock an the Alburn case aad vnsucce s ſully attempted 
to cLtain infor. sath: n. Huls visited the Ja-kece Cifice at 1-31-35 and cifered 
several :hapte: © f bid buck, "Three Urs log Micsissippl,~ for seview. He 
was advicod th Trrean ha} no dosire to review this book. 1 
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2 haa been deset lbsd 23 un vage rupulous tacividual’ and tus 
Butobu zes n-t clan to cooparats vith hin in any manner whalsoever in coa- 
2 1 la with hi: vi: ent request rogerding Nowe. 55 
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Reurairtel 4/28/65, forwarding four rolls of 
35 mm black and white film with contact sheets and four 
color prints and a roll of 35 m color negatives. 4 

The four rolis of black and white file with “ 
contact sheets marked DFC-1, HFC-2,: JMA~-41 and yw 
and the color hegatives and tour ret ; 
are being returned herewith. eh 1 ee . 5 .. 5 


F your 1 be ue specinens. 4 
Adentifioa 8 by Laboratory number were introduced abs 
_ evidence during the course of the trial in Haynevilic, 5 
AMUabame, between Bay 3 and Hay 6, 1968, and are at “a's 
presentiy in the custody of that court: :::. = 
21 ul iet traf ent from under p ut ‘pa boat 
Q4 Mutilated bullet from inside of 3 over 2 
richt door 7 
4 piece of motal removed from body car ‘bel f 
left rear swindos 
eis Picce of metal removed fron left door ot car 117 
916 Zul let from victin's body x 2 75 „ 
17 Bullet from rear floor mat, . ‘aide . 9 
Q25 =~ Q30 Six cortridges from K. . 10 a 
82 One . 23 caliber cartridge e etal 
2533 2 Q57 Five . 80 3 cartridge Cases found 
a „ — ely .55 ae east of victia's 


43 „38 8 Poe dN Beith aod reed! revoly Serial 
o. 6~418327 | ey 51 
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sac, TAMPA (44-313) : ee 
3 —— * a ) 
EUGENE THOWAS, ET AL; 


VIOLA 1.10ZZ0, ET AL - VICTINS 
CR El. 


Enclosed for the information of the Bureau are 


newspaper clippings concerning — ee: which 
are described as follows; 


nian 3ecks to Disprove FBI Woti, 5/5/65 issue, 3 
Clearnater Sun, Clearwater, Florida; eee. 


.“Attorncys Link KKK Member’ s Gun to Fatal Shooting,” 
5/6/65 issue, Clearwater Sun, Clearwater, e 


Alaboma Jury Weighs Fate of Klansman," 5/7/65 issue, , 
St. Petersburg times, St. Petersburg, Florida; 


“Jury Deadlocked in Rights Murder; Mistrial Declared, 5 


87/8.“ G8. St. Petersburg Times, St. Petersburg, Florida; 
“Shadow on the South,” editorial, Tampa Tribune, 3711768. 
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7 WAS bound to come. Aller evident One explained that 1 
the failure of an Alabama jury couldn't believe the FBI inform- | 
to convict a young Ku Kluxer ant. Gary Rowe, because Rowe ad- 3 = 
of the civil rights murder of Mrs. mittedly had Violated his Kian (ladiceate pege, neme of 
Viola Liuzzo of Detroit, Dr. Martin, oath not to divulge its secrets tof | newspaper, city end state.) 
Luther King asserted a new Fed- any outsider. . 
eral law is needed. It should pro- To this juror. loyalty to the vio- 
vide that in civil rights cases in the jent, lawless Klan was more at 
South the government could ob- portant than respect for the law 
tain a change of venue to some of the state and nation — wen!“ 
place where a fairer trial could be where’ wanton murder was in- 
had—"“such as Washington, D.C.“ ; volved. 
Any such law would conflict The sacredness of the Klan 
both with American tradition and oath was heavily emphasized by 
the Sixth Amendment, which as- the defense lawyer, himself a 
sures the accused the right to triel . Kluxer, in a disgraceful — a 


a 


“by an impartial jury of the State deriding as “white niggers“ any 

| and District herein the crime one involved ih integration move-} . 

| ghall have been committed...” ments. 
But the pressure for some pro- The state of mind typified by - 

cedure to move civil rights trials the two holdout jurors and the de- seine 

out of the South will increase if ? fense attorney is diminishing in 3 

Southern juries seem incapable of .the South. It represents a small : 

viewing evidence except through: area of darkness. Unhappily, when 4b Tha Tam Tribune 
the distorted lenses of racial big- it frustrates justice, as it has done Tampa, Florida 
otry. , too often in Alabama, Georgia and 
The mistrial in the case of Col’: Mississippi. it is so magnified as 

lie Wilkins, Jr., 21. caused by the to cast a shadow upon an entire baut 5 71¹ 75 

refusal of two jurors to vote for-: region. M aN a 

conviction, was appalling. The Mong | Sou sherners are an- ean ie 
ry had eyewitness testimony, . gered and embarrassed by the ac- 

—4 an FBI informant who was tions of the ignorant and vicious in EdtorJanes A. Cle ndinen 

present in the car with Wilkins their midst. Last Sunday, after Ne 

and two other Rlansmen when the some 900 Kluxers paraded at An- 

shots were fired st Mrs. Linzzo on niston, Alabama, with Wilkins and 

the Selma-Montgomery highway. , two others indicted in the Liuzzo Characters 

Bullets recovercd from the murder murder marchin g as honored or 

ecene were shown to have come members, community voices at An- Classificetion: 

from a pistol found in the home  niston were raised in protest. Submitting Offices Taunpa 

of one of those riding with Wil- Spokesmen for ministers, business 

kins. The accused killer did nat and civic groups deplored the Klan 

testify if denial of the prasecue demonstration; the Anniston Star 

tion's evidence. All in all, it was editorially crilicized it. 

es strotig a ‘case as the Jaw could It behooves other Southerners 

hope to obtain. . who place justice above race, nnd 
But the two jurors, both formet * Jaw above traditinn, to proceed by 

members of the White Citizens word and deed tn help lift the 

Council, chose to disregard — on the = 
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KLANSMAN SET FREE 


Jury Deadlocked. 
In Rights Murder; 


‘Declared: 


- Mistrial! 


* Tones 
„ 


" HAYNEVILLE se Twelve white Alabama jurors were unable to on * verdict: 


A 


n 


yesterday in the murder trial of Ku Klux Klansmen Collie Leroy Wilkins and 


Judge T. Werth Thagard ae 
‘clared a mistrial. : 
The jury was deadlocked with 
ten favoring conviction and two 
wanting an acquittal. 

Both hold-out jurors said their 


votes were partly affected by 


the fact that the state's key wit- 
ness broke a Klan oath when he 
informed on Wilkins to the FBL 


WILKINS could be tried again 
for. the murder of Viola Liuzzo, 
a civil rights worker from De- 
troit, but Circuit Solicitor Arthur 
E. Gamble said he had not de 
2288 whether to seek another 


this tiny Deep South 


Ciifford McMur- 
ph ten hours of delibera- 
1 and yesterday, 
told the judge tha 4122 
were hopcicasly deadlocked. 
Later, jurors explained that 
the den. la- two ballot was te cnn- 
vict 

wh 

alty 


Jury foreman 
y, after 


Wilkins of manslaughter, 
ich carries a maximum pen- 


of ten years 


(indicate page, acme of 


sewspeper, city end state.) 


La St. Petersburg Tim: 


St. Pe tersburg, Fla. 


patos 30 87 65 


Editica: 
Authors 
cate: Courtland An rs q 
Titles 


3 — - ra 22 50 — 


Cherecter: 
or 
Clessificetion:s 


Subuitting Offices Tampa 


Du.. idee 


7 


w . 
2 oo“ —— — —— ft <a 3 we — 
8 o 
e 
— 


eo 


1 + 
tty 


11251 * 
i th i 1 a 


ian NT 1 


—— - wwe ¶ — — —ũ— aoe? „ = — — 49 


it i 44 — 1 1 jl e bik I 
161 31% 

lit 0 1 : | 14251 
0 


Erg 
15 


Ie 


the decizinn on one thing.” 


i: 
i 


the oath-breaking affected his 
the opinion jurorr expressed 
a SURORS said that! 


— 2 ae 


i 
1. 


0 
’ 5 rh ~* 221 * 


bogus 
ye age 


Second Circuit Judge T. Werth 
Thagard explained the two 


| 


Alabama Jury — 
. Fate 
Of Klunsmoan 


after the Selma-to-Montgomery 
; Ern rights march ended. 


Klan. He said he was with M- 
kins and two other Klansmen 
the night Mrs. Liuzzo was shot 
r Denying ct 
ton, 21, drove along a dark, 
re 
night of March 3, a few hours 


REFERRING TO Rowe, Mur- 
phy asked the jury: 

“What kind of man is he? Is 
he a white man or is he a white 


nigger?” 

PROSECUTOR Arthur Gam- 
bie Jt. andled the main prose- 
cution a sument. 

Speaking in a calm voice, 


rs. ur. 


Gamble said: 

“The Bible says Thou shalt 
not kill.” It doesn’t say who, 
what, where or when.” 
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r HAYNEVILLE, Ale, ( 


Sd mürbeyn have linked Ku 
rer Klan member Collie Leroy 
. Wilkins Jr. with the weapon an 

says was used in the 


„expert 
: I slaying of a Michigan mother 
L 


onstrations. 


| An earlier witness had traced 


2 3%-caliber revolver to Wilkins, 


‘and Marion Williams, an FBI! 
‘weapons expert, identified it’ 


2 


Iren Mre. Liuzzo was killed. 

ne said Wilkins used Thomas' 
‘Irevolver 40 fire two shols at al- 
most point blank range as their 
car pulled alongside her auto 
mobile ia a high speed chase 


‘take. He also has shown a rev: 
"ver which he said he took fro 


FBI informer Gary Thomas 


klan atlorney has sought. 
y Rowe, the states slur’ 


and emptied his gun at the car 


FBI laboratory at Washington, 
testified that a bullet found 


— a 


[lodged at the base of the Detroit | 


was issued for the same pistol. 
Williams first testified thal 


tests to have come from the gun 


which Rowe had said Thomas 


Cable. the prosecutor, want- 
ed to pin % down still closer. So 


the nh toh of the Fat 24 
rn Are this: 


LE nana ests 3% wulid 
SURE 


three bullets found in the cari. 
determined by laboratory) his 


Sun To Fatal_Shooting 


Py SI” ferrying some of Ge * they ‘are. 


defense atiorney asked 
whether the wy m- 


had threatened te 
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1963) you made the 
(hat you were going to kill some 
j . Is that true? : 
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5 cross-examination dy 
‘defense attorney Mau H. Mur. 


phy Jr. who had called him a 
liar. — 
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m UNDER HEAVY ‘GUARD = TESTIFIES <= 
855 g voting aa Jr, (foreground), wath — 
twe FBI agents on hit way te court reom in Haynevi : 
Ale, yesterday where he testified he saw 1 2 
Collie Wilkins Jr, shoet white civil new wer * 1 . 
Viele Luizzse as she transported Nogrees —_— - 


te Ment march. Wilkins i on trial fer : 
of tis, Une. : ay . —1 4. —ññ 
— 22 g 


. 2 4 5 : 


1 
44 PS 


‘This concerns the te trial of 

ollie Leroy Wilkins who is one of 3 
Hubjects indicted for the murder of 

jirs. Viola Liuzzo in Lowndes County, 

abana, of 3/25/65. Gary Thomas Rove 28 

u our informant who was with subjects 

jut the time of the shooting and is 

rsurrently testifying for the state. 

‘rior te his arrest on 3/26/65 Rowe , 

liad accompanied Agents to the scene of ; 

‘the crime and at his bond hearing he : 
‘furnished a false story about the FBI 

aking offers to his in order to 

‘sover his having met with the Agents. 

‘furphy encouraged him to embellish 

‘tis story and say the FBI had made : 
..ffers to him. The subjects received! 
traf fie warning ticket about an hour E e 
rior to the shooting of Mrs, Liuzzeeo te 
in the Selma area which places then 

‘xt the immediate vicinity of the 

mooting. 


Nr 2 41 * e » > 
: 8 de # 5 
. f | * 5 E 7 — * 5 
, ; . 1 


ae 


te 


SoS « ¢ 


>. : 
1 ‘edu. “se. ae ~@e8. 29 >". en 8 , 2 i 
nS Oe ae LAS Ser ae Le ee oe 


¢ 
1 0 


‘eo 
5 6 * . — 9 , 9 


* = — 
— iad > e . 


2 * ge Sie ae 


Mr. Trie= 
tr. * re 


nn nr e — tr te nn 
* : : 


nr dt cay 

1-35 cer URGENT 373765 
dove AND BIRMINGHAN 

n, _» 


of et’ 8 


Te D 


4 qs 


26 & 4 ‘ 


* Sane f 
EUGENE — ET ALy vr ee Hure, eT 4 ö 


VICTIMS, n= EI. * 5 a 
Caw. 4. A £2 ape 2 l 


5 vl 
REMOTEL, MAY Powe, satyrivi, CONCERNING PROGRESS OF TRIAL 
AT HAYNEVILLE, u., tn CAPTIONED HATTER, 5 5 * 
IN THE FORENOON PERIOD OF THE TRIAL at MAYNEVILLE on” 
MAY FIVE, SIXTYFIVE, GARY. THOMAS ROVE uns UNDER cross Sy 
EXAMINATION BY DEFENSE COUNSEL att MURPHY. AT THE NOON HOUR 
RECESS, CIRCUIT SOLICITOR ARTHUR k. GAMBLE ADVISED THAT ROVE 


HAD BEEN AN OUTSTANDING WITNESS on enosg AR int fon AnD EVEN 


| STRONGER THAN HE HAD BEEN UNDER ohh EXAY IMATION, „ 5 2 3 2 
ONE LINE OF cross EXAMINATION EMPLOYED BY MORPRY "WAS, TO | 

INFER THROUGH INTERROGATION THAT ROVE INITIATED RH 855 | 

MONTGOMERY AND s Tha 10 ORDER TO HAVE SOMETHING TUREPORT- $0mus' 


THE TI. , | 
rere all 5 
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Hus 3 
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5 wunrur aszer igen p= mt rt OFFERING NIN A FARM AND e ; 

mrovat’ WonEr TO LIVE COMFORTABLY THE REST OF HIS LIFE AFTER - 
NE. was IWITIALLY ARRESTED. THE STATE @BJECTED AND THE COURT: r 
UPHELD THE OBJECTION TC THIS QUESTION, HOVEVER, ROVE ASKED ~~ 1 
TO BE PERMITTED TO ANSVER THIS QUESTION. HIS REQUEST WAS, 
GRANTED. WE STATED THAT FOLLOWING HIS ARREST BY THE GOVERNMENT 
VHILE MURPHY WAS ACTING AS HIS COUNSEL, THAT HE AND MURPHY | 
TRUMPED UP THE STORY THAT THE FBS NAD OFFERED HIS A m AND 
ENOUGH HONEY TO LIVE COMFORTABLY, in onDER TO GIVE SOME BAD 
PRESS TOTHE ARMREST. CWS. „ , ; 
ar THE NOON HOUR RECESS WHER MURPHY LEFT THE COURTROOM, . 
HE MELD AN {#PROMPTU PRESS CONFERENCE WHEREIN ur MADE THE 
STATEMENT THAT ROVE WAS A PROSTITUTE, PIMP, AND WOULD TAKE 
MONEY FROM THE FBI, TAXPAYERS, OR CASTRO. MURPHY STATED 
FURTHER- THAT ROVE COULD BE FOUND AFTER THE TRIAL 19 OVER AND 

VOULD LIXE TO BE THERE. a ee " 55 | 

ROWE WAS EXCUSED UNTIL LATER IN THE DAY. THE STATE VILL 

PROCEED WITH s. 4. WEAL P. SHANAHAN AS THE NEXT WITNESS =. 
FOLLOWED BY THE STATE TROOPER WHO ISSUED A TRAFFIC TICKET - + 
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mt WERE WORE KLANSNEN AND NSRP EMBERS PRESENT AT THE 
TRIAL THAN YESTERDAY: DR. EDVARD 5. FIELDS OF MSRP PASSED gur 

THE PUBLICATION, THE THUNDERBOLT IN THE COURTROOM AND VAS 

STOPPED BY THE JUDGE FROM THIS ACTION. 
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9 2 25 


County Sheriff's Office, telephonically advise 

WEAL MAXWELL,2 reporter witb the Wall Street Journal, is aa 
Birminghan, advised that MAXWELL told _ tha t: he ha 
talked eren Nein: RAE TON in 2 8 N 


. —— — — ävꝛ—j — 


advised that Be told H 
de was not at liberty to d th hin. “MAXWELL 
requested that if possible rrange an : 
appointwent with MATT MURP „ and did repre- 
sent the three subjects in instant case. advised that 
MAXWELL has an appointment with MATT MUR 30 AM of 5/12/66. 
MAXWELL also has an appointeent with ROBERT CREEL, Grand dragon, 2 
UKA, Inc., D 5/12/65 at 3180 fu. . *>. qa 
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- Klansman Guilty 
‘That hung jury in Lowndes County, 


7 Alabama, tells us something very im- 
| portant about Southern sttitudcs in 


, Tacially-connected murder cases. 


The jury deadlocked by a vote of 
10 to two in the trial of a young Ku 


’ Klux Klansman charged with the slay- 


; ing of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo, a white civil 
rights demonstrator who took part in 


; a majority of Lowndes citizens will not 
countenance murder, even though it is 


the march between Selma and Mont- | 


gomery last March. 


There were ten votes for conviction 7 


and two for acquittal. 


A ten to two ratio for conviction in. 
tiny Lowndes County reflects an in- ' 


teresting situation. First, it tells us that 


murder masked as a “defense of our 

way of life.”. Second, the vote reflects 

both courage on the part of those vot- 

ing for conviction and their contempt 

for that over-rated organization of hu- 
an scum, the Ku Klux Kian. 

The ten who voted for conviction 
refused to be intimidated by rantings 
of the Klan attorney or the angry 
glares of Klan supporters. 

The two who voted for acquittal 
based their vote on the fact that an 


- FBI undercover eyewitness to the crime 


had previously “sworn bcfore God” not 
to divulge secrets of the Klan. The two 
holdout jurors argued that the man had 
broken this oath and could not under 
any circumstances be believed. 

It is sheer blasphemy to assume that 
God would expect anyone to honor an 
oath to support and protcct the Kian. 


Using the same reasoning, the minority 


jurors might reject testimony of an 
undercover agent exposing subversive 


activitics on grounds he was sworn io 


conceal them. 
The sccused Kiansman will be tried 


again. Meanwhile, he and his associates — 


might reflect rather seriously on tha 
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REQUEST TO DO CLES 
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BACKGROUND: 


By airtel dated 5-5-65, Birmingham advised that Huie, well-known 
author who resides in Hartselle, Alabama, has expressed a desire to contact Rowe, 
Bureau informant in the Viola Liuzzo investigation, in order to write articles on 

= activities. Huie stated he has always been "pro-FBI" and that he could 

assure Je masts yen gy pertaining to Rowe would be * to the FBI. 

N g 
24 Hue noted that he would to pay Rowe well for his collabora-~ 

tion . connection with articles or a book and would be willing to pay Rowe's eS 

— to meet him to discuss this matter. 


SAC, Birmingham, advised Huie that this matter would be made know . 
to the Bureau and if there is any interest in his proposition, we would be in contact 4 
with him at a later date. SAC further advised that this matter has not been mentioned ° 
to Rowe and no further action is being taken by the Birmingham Office pending 


advice from the Bureau 


* 1. — 
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WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE: : 


Hv'e has just completed a book entitled Three Lives for Mississippi" 
which -relates to the murder of the three civil rights workers in Philadelphia, 
Mississippi. Although the book has not been released as yet, it is being serialized | 
in the “New York Herald Tribune“ and a daily summary is being sent through for the 
Director's information. 2 1 aif 60 a 

The “Herald Tribune" describes Huie as a former: newspape?fhar’ who 
has written 14 books of fiction and nonfiction. He is a southerner, ‘residing {fi the 
- {Tennessee Vallcy of North Alabama. He has further been described 
unscrupulous individual. 1 ‘ „ — — — 


— 


Enclosure ccs. E22 a | 10 MAY 17 N 
. - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure . 9 5 


M. A. JonesdaDelcach Memo 
RE: William Bradford Huie 


Huie is a free-lance writer on controversial subjects who covered 
the Miburn case and induiged in highly speculative writing about the fate of the three 
victims and those persons responsible for their deaths. On 10-20-64, he contacted 
the Jackson Office, stated he was preparing a book on the Miburn case and unsuc- 
cessfully attempted to obtain information. Huie visited the Jackson Office on 1-21-65 
and offered several chapters of his book, Three Lives for Mississippi,“ for review. 
He was advised the Bureau had no desire to review this book. 


5 


OBSERVATIONS: | 
‘ V 7 — 
Although we will not-coflaborate o or assist Hul. in this matter 1 
| whatsoever, it is felt to ‘avoid any possibility of being subjected to unjustified n 


in the future, Rowe should be made aware of Huie's c 
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We should, however, have Huie advised that this matter has * 
brought to Rowe's attention. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


That attached 1 to San Francisco with copies * 2 ‘bee 
sent instructing them along the lines indicated above, since Mr. Rowe is currently 
being kept undercover in the area handled by the San Francisco Office. 
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714 CST DRGENT 3-18-65 HEP 


TO ROT. 
FROM BIRMINGHAM (44-1236) IP 


5 9 


| EUGENE THOMASS ET a VIOLA riero. ‘AKA, ET AL DASH VICTIES, 
80 Rf . 4. ioe uke 
nx TELCALL FROM BUREAU TO BIRMINGHAM THIS DATE, -- ay 
BIRMINGHAM INDICES REFLECT WR. PAUL JOHNSTON IS MEMBER OF | 

LAV FIRM CABANISS, JOHNSTON, GARDNER, AND CLARK , In. 


ee 


** erer ~ apr 


THIS LAV FIRM CONSIDERED ONE OF OUTSTANDING FIRES. In In 
HANDLING PRIMARILY CIVIL CASES AND REPRESENTING MANY 1 rhe tah va 
BUSINESSES IN BIRMINGHAM. : Se age 4 mn Kr. 3 


he = 2 * 5 


AGENTS , BIRMINGHAM OFFICE, KNOW JOHRSTON TO BE PERSON OF - 
‘EXCELLENT CHARACTER AND REPUTATION, OUTSTANDING LEGAL nae,” sabe | 
ar INTEGRITY, AND HIGHLY REGARDED THOUGHOUT AREA AS agr. : sy 
AND ATTORNEY. 3 oe a ĩ7ĩÿ]7[¹ͥ?0 e 
BIRMINGHAM INDICES REFLECT JOHNSTON 18 MEMBER OF UNITARIAN — oe 
CHURCH, BIRMINGHAM, AND THIS CHURCH ACTIVE IN SUPPORT OF twTEcRATiON 
ACTIVITIES IN PAST. THIS HAS RESULTED 16 CRITICISM OF CHURCH BY 
MORE CONSERVATIVE GROUPS. WO DEROGATORY INFO RE ag ren 1 7 105 
| BIRMINGHAM Is. ee ne — 
ane vdr 10 weer, r 
AD MAY 201965 3 
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(Type ia plein text or cede) 


AIRMAIL - 


(Priority) 


10: DIRECTOR, FBI 
BAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1236) 
U 0 , 2:6 gee 
EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL 


VIOLAILIUZZO, aka; ET AL - VICTIMS 
CR; EL 


- «=e 


As the Bureau is aware, in connection with the search of the 
residence of EUGENE THOMAS, with search warrant, ‘one Beuport s 
Model CN Double Barrel (short) Shotgun, Serial #770592: 1 
located v4 


258 7. % „„ Peek 4 & 56. 2 4 1 


e 


: 1 8 * * 
It is requested that the Bureau, by liaison, ascertain... 5 
whether or not weapon described above is registered in the 
Central Records of ATU in Washington, D. C. In the event this 
weapon is not registered the Bureau 15 requested to Consult . 
with the Department regarding an opinion and possible prosecution 
of EUGENE TIIOMAS in connection with a 41 1 f the 2. 210 
off shotgun described 2 2 ae be 
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UNITED STATES € co. 


Memorandum 


„J. Brennan, 4 & 
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‘ D. Putnan |. 7 
3 
EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. 
VIOLA'L1UZZ0, AKA, ET AL, - VICTIMS 


CIVIL RIGHTS "VIOLATION 
ELECTION LAWS 


In connection with the search of the residence of | 
subject Eugene Thomas, one Newport Model CN double-barrel 


(short) shotcun, serial number 770594, was located “> 
. Birmingham, by airtel 
-65, qucs he Bureau, through Liaison, ascertain 


whether or not the 88 weapon is registered in the 
central records of the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Division (ATTD) 
Internal Revenue Service, Treasury Department, Washington, D. . 


om 5/4/65, —— ATTD, after checking b 
ATTD central records, advised that he could locate no record of t 
registration for the foregoing weapon in the name of Eugene Thomag 
em asses that in the event the barrel or barrels of this weapon! 1 
S less than 18 inches or in the event the weapon has been altered 
to an over-all length of less than 26 inches, subject could be in yi 
violation of Section 5851, Chapter 53, Title 26, United States Dc. 
Code. renarked that 41 the Department authorizes prosecution 
of Thomas in connection with his possession of the weapon, that his 
office be contacted for an appropriate representative thereof to 
testify or in lieu of the testimony of a representative of 2. 5 
a certification from an appropriate official of ATTD. 555 0 2 
Enclosed for the information of the Civil Rights ect ion 
is a copy of the National Firearms Act and Federal Firearms Act 
which may be of assistance in this matter. 
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Refer to Civil Rights Section. 103 
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u. 8. TREASURY DEPARTMENT: 


Internal Revenue service 


PUBLICATION Ng. 364 ‘hes. * 
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anon n NATIONAL FIREARMS ACT.) (7°; 


1! : Law: Unitcd States Code, Title 26, Chapter 33. A 
: ) Regulations: Part 179 of Tide 26 (195+), Cade 
Bis of Federal Regulations. „ 
weapons coming within che purview of the 5 
National Firearms Act may be legally acquired 
and lawfully possessed subject to regulatory | 

. a : requirements. However, any such weapon 1 
laternal Revegue Service contraband unless properly registered, and une - 
Alcohol and Tebocce Tax Division | lawful possession thereof is subject to statutory 
3 ! 


. Tatas Bm The National Firearms Act and the Fed- . ; 
cral Firearms Act are administered by 
(a) Rete.—On fn engaging in 


the Enforcement Branch of this opera- business, and thereafter on or before the first day of 
tional division of your Internal Revenue „ — mag ae 
Service. Uniform enforcement af these 10 pas | 

laws is in the best public interest, con - ft) ne ne 


tributing to the suppression of crime by = — other — 
the process of regulating traffic in fire- thereof ; 

arms and ammunition and providing the Pa. T $300 a year os 
basis for prosecution of willful violators. 
The laws which govern the scope of the 
firearms program are reprinted herein 
for distribution as a public service. 

Your cooperation and support in our 5 
effort to effectively administer the fire (b) Cross Reference. For license to anspor. ' 


e, ke ship, or receive fire rf 
arms program are solicited in the interest ꝗ22§ĩ ñ bal Ge Acted jane 2 


enf rocmen ufacturers, , 
and there | 


bine 
(hf, 


Dwicnt E. Avis, Director, : firearms 
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Divison. in each 
be carrie 
, be . 
! . Section 6803. Exemptions. “or provinons exempting 
2 3 — en. $00 sectivs 12 : = 2 
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ce. By Whom Paid: When Pat 
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14:1 How Peid.--Pavment of the tax imposed. by 
subsection 2 shall be represenicd by appropriate 
amps to be provided by the Secretary or his delegate. 


shall be unlawful for any 
4 10 


( 
he 


the Secretary 
ibe. The 


declaration the Gagerprints and & 
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OTHER TAXES 


ge $831. Cross Reference.—For excise tax on 
l revolvers, and firearms, see section 418). 


GENERAL PROVISIONS 


Section $642. Boots, Records ond Returns. Importers. 
manufacturers. and dealers shall keep such books and 
records and render such returns in relation to the trans 
actions in firearms -pecified in this chapter as the Sete 
retary of his deleqaic may by regulations requite. 


‘sion thesgol, or the District of 


. such regulations as 

or his delegate may prescribe, and poe 

of the expustation of anv 
country (whether e 


firearm 


the Secretary 
be so imported of 
mw 4 
(1) the purpose thereof is shown to be lawful and 


(2) such Grearm is unique of of a type which 
cannot be obtained withia the United States or euch 


res 
$821 (a) and 5801. 


„Stearm' means a shot: 
18 inches 


un, and includes a muffler of 
Grearm whether or not such firearm a 
„ withia the foregoing definition. 


"se a 
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rs 


to any foreign «: 


(2) Machine gun.—The term “machine gua” 


menns any weapon which shoots, of i 


feet 
tam 
*. +? shoot. quromatically or 


shot, without mae 
T. ere sa 


of the explosive in a fixed metallic car ide to dre 

oniv u ane pro tile trauen 2 sitled hore for 
exh unt“ pull of the wuigeer. 

1 .— 1 1 ‘* means 2 

: or remade. 

shoulder and de- 

made to use the 


shell to fire 
h a smooth of ball shot 
projectile pull of the 
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rue term 
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arms. uf 
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The term “dealer 
brokers. and deale 


l le sh 
gransfer oF transferqed. under 
“eansferred” shall incl 
„ lente, loan, give away. 


10) person. — The term “person” includes 3 part: 
nership. oc lation. corporatwe » as 


Section 6049. Ce „ This chapter may be 
the Nation: Act and any ceference 
ational Fier. 


Aay nero who violates nt 
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0. 4 | 5 sted 
«FEDERAL FIREARMS ACT - 70) 
Laws United States Code, Title 1§, Chapteri}6, :- 
"'. Regulations: Part 177 of Title 26 (195+), Code © 
d Federal Regulations. e 
All firearms (including parts thereof), silencers,’ 
and pistol or revolver ammunition come within 
the purview of this Act, and commercial (inte 
of any 3 state) trattic therein is subject to licensing fe-' 
3 quirements. This Act is designed primarily s ft 
— . — — Soonem is forfeited deny the criminal lawful access to such items, . 
or ee ney of — — it shall be delivered ' but violations of the law arise from the opera- 
by the Secretary oF Geste Services ite artes. tions of the licensee and/or the.criminal status" 
who may order such firearm destroyed or may sel itt zr gummi ima 
division r ol Gale ia, or sae ” — ! 
request of the Secretary or his delegate may authorize 
ies retention for official use of the Treasury Depart- 
ment. or mav transfer it without charge to any execu- 


tive department or independent establishment of the 
Governments for use by it. 
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3) The term “firearm™ means aay 
whatever name known, which is de 
pape or projectiles by the action of an 
and a frearm muffler or Grearm silencer, oF an pact 
parts of such weapon. | 
The term “manufacturer” means any Peres 


sale or distribution: . 
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be unlawful for any person to ship, 
cause to be shipped of in 
oreien commerce any firearm or ammu- 
mon knowing or having reasonable 

that such person is under indictment 
victed in any court of the United States, 
States, Territories, Ponta or the Dis- 


(e) It chall be unlawful for any 
indictment or who has been 
ishable by Mmprisonment for 
year or 


unition which has been 
rstate or foreign com 


’ It shall be unlawful for anv person to rant 
seston ship ov cause tc be transpurted or shipped in 
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exemption | 
gransportation. zhipmen 
ms. tion, possessc 
seum pieces: Provided. That noth- 
ion shall be construed to 
d ammunition to insti- 
to whom such fire- 
ammunition may be lawfully delivered by 
the Secretary of War, nor to prevent the transportation 
of such firearms and ammunition 0 delivered by their 


- Igwful possessors while they ase engaged in military 


training or in competitions. 


Section 906. Penoltes. (a) And person violating any 
of the provisions of this chapter or any rules and regu 
lations promulgated hereunder, oF who makes aay 
statemcnt ia applyin for the license oF exemption 
provided for in this chapter, knowing such statement 
to be false, shall. upon conviction thereof, be fined not 
snore baun 42.000. of iraprisoned for not more than bve 


years, or besh. 


(b) 
violation of the Pp 
or regulations promulya 
to ute and forfeiture. 


Section 906. Effective 
shall take effect thisty 


Section 907. Rules and Reguict 
she Treasury may prescribe such ‘rules and requiations 
as he deems necessary to carry out the provisions of” 
this chapter. 

Section 908. Seperability Cleuse. Should any section of 
subsection of this chapter be declared unconstitutional, 
the remainin portion of the chapter shall remain in 


Section 909. Short Title. This chapter ma be cited as 
she Federal Firearms Act. . 
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8 Hee. 6446, laternal Revenue Cade of 1954. 
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
U.S. TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
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ATLANTA. Georgio (522-4121), 278 Peochtres 


Street NE. Atlanta, Ga. 30303 


BOSTON, Massochusstts (523-8600), 55 Teor | 


mont Strest, Boston, Mass-, 02106 


CHICAGO, Illinois (222-8468), 36 East Waster 
Drive, Chicago, lil, 60601 


1114 Commerce Street, Dalles, Tes. 73202 


NEW YORK, New Yors (732-34 . 202 
Street, New York, N. v., 10007 


PHILADELPHIA. Penasylvona (923-2400). — 
Floor, 2 Penn Center Plaxo. r N. 1 : 
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SUBJECT: 


ai 
EUGENE* THOMAS, ET AL; 
VIOLA! LIUZ zo, "AKA, ET AL - VICTINS 
CIVIL RIGHTS. VIOLATION 
ELECTION LAWS 


In connection with the search of the residence of 7 
subject Eugene Thomas on 3/26/65 with a search warrant, one : 
Newport Model CN double-barrel t) shotgun, serial number. 
T70594, was locate 
Possession of such a weapon with a barrel of less than 18 
inches or which has been altered to an over-all length of less 
than 26 inches which has not been registered with the Alcohol 
and Tobacco Tax Division (ATTD) of the Treasury er noe could 
3 a violation of the Federal Firearms Act (Title 26 ction 


15851, Chapter 53, b. 8. Code). The barrel of Thomas’ gun 16 


12 1/2 inches long. The over-all length of the gun is 28 7/8 | } 


5 
Upon recovery of this weapon the facts of its 
possession in possible violation of the Federal Firearms Act 
were presented to Departmental Attorney St. John Barrett in 
Birmingham who was there handling the Liuzzo case for the 
Department. Mr. Barrett advised that he would not render 

an opinion regarding this violation until he had 2 
other material being developed in the case. 


Birmingham bas advised that the local ATTD Office 4n 
Birmingham could locate no record of the registration of this 
weapon and requested that a che@k be made of the central ATID 
records at Washington. This has been done and no record for 
the registration of the weapon can be located in the central | 
records in Washington. 


Birmingham also requested that this matter be discussed 
with the Department for an opinion as to whether or not 
prosecution would be instituted against ie regarding 57 


violation. . 7 274 pt fa. “3 
„ 5/10/65 the T Division of t 2 | 


ad sed that they had revicwed this matter and had forwarded . 

the facts to the *Crininal Division of the Department * 1 

Rae „ el: 65 3 , | 3 8 . 
. 

M/ ral 1 . f 

(6) 


wee 


7 “ 
* * 
8 
~ * 
— 
f * i 
4 
7 
>» 
1 
* 


Sa — 


* 
——— —— EP Te 


. 4 * 


“Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
‘RE: ‘EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; 5 
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re ndation that prosecution be instituted. If the Crininfi- 
Division agrees with the Civil Rights Division recommendation; | 
appropriate instructions will be issued to the U. 8. Attorney? 

by the-Deprartment to present this matter to the next Federal 
Grand Jury „ 


ACTION: 


This matter is being closely followed. 
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BAC, * 5 J a 
Directs; " FBI 999 2 l . 


EUGENE Tndaas, EBT AL; - 
VIOLA L1U221), AKA, FT AL - VICTINS 
CIVIL RIGITS; ELECTION LAWS 


ee 
ad he 


- RoBllairtel to Bureau 4/29/65. 


The matter of possible prosecution of Bugene Thomas 
in connection with the sawed-off shotgun recovered during 2 
search of his residence on 3/26/65 was discussed with tho 
Civil Rirhts Division of the Departwent. The Civil Rights 
Division has advised that they have reviewed this matter and 
forwarde the facts to tho Criminal Division of the Departaent | 
with the rccommendation that prosecution of Thomas under the 
Federal Fircarms Act be instituted. It is expected that the 
Criminal Division will agree with the recommendation of the 
Civil Rirhts Division and, if so, appropriate instructions .. — 
will be issued by the Department to the U. 5, Attorney at 6 
Birminghon to present this matter to the next Federal Grand dury. Be 


: nirnipghan insure that the U. 8. Attorney ‘go 4s: 
rene of all information developed in our investigation ) 
gardinz this charge. Any additional investigation necessary x 
fully substantiate the charge should be promptly — | 
2. the rosults furnished to the U. 8. Attorney. 


: For your information on 5/4/65 — b⸗ Cc 
‘Arr, after checking ATTD central records, advise 


“~~ gould locate no record of registration for the foregoing weapon 
: An the name of Eugene Thomas, Ga added that in the event the 
8 — or barrols of this weapon ie less than 18 inches or * 74 


2 | 


* 4 


aad 2 tee : 


“are 
BPTI s 


an: rr . a 1 


+d cal 


TTR | the weapon has been 8 to an 1 13 1 
than 26 inches, subject could be in violation of Secti ea 
#80, Chapter 53, Title 30, v. . code. U renarked that bec 
3 he D-partment authorizes prosecution of Thomas in connection 
With his ;2esecsion of the weapon, that his office be contacted 
Zor an arrropriate representative there f to testify or in lieu 
of tho tcctinony of a represcntativoe of ATTD, a ee 
som an appropriate official of AID. 


NOTE: eS 

In connection with the darch of - the residence of 
subject Eugene Thomas on 3/26/65 with a ‘Search warrant, one 
Newport Model CN double- barrel (short) Shatgur rial Number 
T70594, was located 
The barrel of the gun is nches long which is under the 
18 inches prescribed in the Federal Firearms Act. Birminghan | 
advised that the gun was not registered with the ATTD locally - 
and requested that we check ATTD central records at Washington -. 
which was done by liaison. Birmingham also requested that we . 
contact the Departmentfor their opinion as to possible prosecution 
of subject Thomas for violation of Federal Firearms Act. gl a: 
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EUGENE-THONAS, ET ALs VIOLA. L1Uzz0, _ ET AL 2 » Vi Ius, 
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REDETEL Har TWELVE, SIXTYFIVE. | 

FOR FURTHER INFO OF BUREAU, ARTICLE IN DETROIT FREE PRESS ae 
MAY THIRTEEN, SIXTYFIVE, BY WALTER RUGABER, STAFF WRITER, stares” a 5 
| DIXIE DEMOCRAT URGES PROBE °LEAK® -OF LIuzzo FILE; TARTICLE. arts ie 


| nepaisentagive CHARLES LONGSTREET WELTNER, ATLANTA DEWOCRAT, HAS i : 
| SPEARHEADED .RNVESTIGATION OF THE KLAN br THE HOUSE UN-AMERICAN 85 
ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE.’ WELTWER 18 QUOTED’ AS saving, “ONE: ‘oF inn 
EXPRESSED PURPOSES OF THIS INQUIRY | 43 ‘To DETERMINE VHAT-LIEAISON 


* CONNECTION THERE 18 BETWEEN LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES AND u: 
= ORGANIZATION.” WELTWER is FURTHER QUOTED as STATING, f u 


APPEARANCE OF THIS DOSSIER ON ARS. ‘Ltuzzo bworR. must craguistavces Jd 
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| | REPORT PREPARED BY POLICE COMMISSIONER MARVIN 8. LANE, WARREN, | 
}] | MICHIGAN, WHICH WAS SENT 10 DALLAS COUNTY, ALABANA SHERIFF. dans a 


Use. can. 0 e ee 6 wh „ 
on MAY THISTEEN, SIXTYFIVE, RUGABER CONTACTED THE DETROIT . 
OFFICE sxxxine CONFIRMATION OF A REPORT ALLEGEDLY ‘RECEIVED, By A 
FREE PRESS REPORTER TO THE EFFECT THAT THE FBI NAD BEEN ASKED 10 
LOOK INTO AND MAKE INVESTIGATION OF THE ALLEGED DISSEMINATION or 285 
THE LANE REPORT OW L1UZZO TO THE NAU. RUGABER. VAS ApviseD ‘THERE. 
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4 and one copy of LEM enclosed for USA, Montgomery. bias: : 
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UNA. cD STATES DEPARTMENT OF $.sTICE e 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Detroit, Michigan 


Re: Eugene Thomas; Et Al; a 
Viola Liuzzo Bt Al - Victine 


t 7 0 
ur. Anthony J Liuzzo, 19375 1 Detroit, 
Michigan, the husband of slain civil rights work 
Viola Liuzzo, on the evening of May 11, 1965, advised — 
that he had been contacted earlier on the same date by 
"Detroit Free Press" staff writer Mr. Walter Rugaber 
concerning an article which was to appear in the. 
"Detroit Free Press", a daily * pablished Lished 1 
Detroit on May 12, 1965. et ee 18 +2 E 2 
* >? o. 

ur. Rugaber had advised ur, Liuzso that the 

"Detroit Free Press" had learned that a six-page report 
bad been sent early in April, 1965, to Sheriff Janes 
Clark, Selma, Alabama, py Warren, Kichigan, Police . ~~ 
- Commissioner "Marvin Nane... n . may 


ur. Lane was ve Chief sette at 
the Detroit Police Department. — 2 77 7 os 
According to tir. Liuzzo, the 1 was : 
alleged to have contained detailed information concerning 2.77% 
his deceased wife's voting ad and ake —— 3 
financial background. = aE. 5 


ur, Liuzzo stated that i. was . over ie — 
invasion of his privacy and stated that he felt that in 1 
view of Mr. Lanes cooperation with Sheriff? Clark that . 
Mr. Lane might be considered as a person who wn 
cooperate with and omnes the Ku Klux e 2 * 
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e: Eugene Thomas; Et Al 
a Viola — Et Al - Victins 


A copy of the article which nnn an to 
Detroit Free press“ City Edition on the evening of 
‘May. 11, 1965, dated May 12, 1965, entitled, “Kian Gets 
Secret Report On Life of Mrs. Liuzzo" is attached. 
This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 2 
It is the property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation | 


and is loaned to your agency; it and ite contents are 
not to be distributed outside your =" 
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Klam Gets Secret Report 


RY WALTER RUGARER 
Free Pres Stel Writer 

A “ennfidential” report by a 

Detroit-area police official on 

nome intimate detalis of Mrz. 

Viola Gregg Luises life has 


dossier on the alain eivil rights 
worker. 


pared hy Police Commissioner 
Marvin G. lane, of suburban 
Warren, win anid he gathered 
the information from “confiden- 
tial ,ources.”° 


8t wre nent by Jane te Dal- 
lan County Sheriff James 8. 
Clark, af Nima. the Alahama 
officer who pomilarised “Nev: 
er“ battens during civil rights 
demonstrations there. 


an Imperial Wizard Robert 
M. Nan. of Tuscaloom, Ala., 


The six-paze report wan pre- 


revealed crpies of the report toſo 


i a oh id ~ 9 0 
- ~~») — n 3 
* 9 ies . 
= * K 299 — * 
2222 tie — 2 ee 


252 „% „ N 


wound up in a Ku ln Kian . 


mente n. Lane . 


no he obdtained the 
remained a . 


a sumber of reporters in Ala · 


— came to hm from damm. 


at — 
„ 90 22 
* 


ee 
2 


* 
„% „ ae „„ 


~~ ‘* 228. 4 


“4+ 
4 


349. 4 „ 


* 


oe wf * 


Rs 


eet: 
‘ C é ae 
0 v1... ae 
va a 


2. 


ay * ‘ 
at ; * ah 4 


* — 
31 5 
2 * 
1 
* 
* 


— 1 29. 


* 5 RF 9.7 
og ; * 
* 3 
9 > 
: : 2 0 
Coxe. : 
R ‘ * 
25 7 
N 4 1 
— 
1 


= 0 
> 

Ne he a 

ye 


. 


a Arr., 
98932 * 


1 


A 


4 
on} 


vee „ 


rr 


Klan Geis Secret Report 


—— — — 1 * 
eo 


2 Continued f Page Ona x 


0 1 P 
I ea fda abrat it. DETROT runde arid theic qreenic of She J. L. Ruda TY ANOTUER 

There nothing inadhe report! records do not substantiate that), and winkleman's. 8 ment anught such a talled re- 
ether than facta. Rut N was) report. Alira. Lduzzn and twa of her hort on a peranon’a private ive, 
never intended ta ha eircuinted ane sald ha knew turn ‘ehitdren, on warne orth iGirarain aaid, tt would haveite 
har than to. . séficers.” through work in police 9 Ran- ena, “ran away from hose. gend ene ef tte own men ito 
: eee ization. The sheriff E et ae. on one occasion, “when the .eather K. 
„in DOCUMENT contains l.] ‘QWaintance. Lane id. ‘ne per! molicewoman assigned to the | Lane sald he often supplica 
Segations of Liuzzo family prob. Men! friend. ; case made her iitial houne ‘other police departments with 

rs 1¹ un' Gork called Lane at.. naked: call, nahe felt that the mother -ennfidential reports weh as the 
Jema, details of Mrs. dau for a background repert after, was most disturbed and was jene he compiled on Mra. Liuzso. 
three marringes and a detailed ‘Mra. Lusso was killed. | 5 f 8 
nmdown on family indebtedness.| > + unable lo get any sensible in- gue Detrait Pelican Nepart- 

wart to newsmen who were in Pose wan.” Jane ce. 1] --When Dire. unn was | detectives na many timer since 
Adama for the trial of Dire, 48e quention 1,” . erf wrote her husband Te tert the Joh, Laue . that 
Launen accuned killer, Klan Taue has been a policeman! coming more despond aa One ether aelficers dent kaew ! 
san Collie Lerny Wilkins Jr., 21. Mara than 38 yearn and takes’ 172 .. 


Win iss te ane of three abu pride in his well-devel ob in vb a ee mes re te Foe 5 
f Kiansmen ehareed with the’ 7 e oe a ˖ information are passed on 
| highway shooting t Ni.. 1 J. J] “Khe wan giving births and Ito the Detroit department. Lane 
Imre after whe particinat-d -. I his report to Clark, Kutten deatha of various people and | said, but not in the Ifurro cane. 


in the civil rights walk frim | n City at Warren stationery | canchaied the letter with her He said he doubled whether the 


ima te Dealgemery je — 8 war ebiai oP gaia ware „ 755 1 


Seth, 2 1!ͥͤ ꝗ Pig? me mich @ report “with the civil 

He wan releaned an hond Friled from the law enforcement , ant Aare Pager ag sn tights thing like N in.” 

day after a jury in Hayneville| agencien of thia aren aad Oth] Sunde iatweraty wan 282-009 

reported that it wax deadiocked. | people. La 2 tex | and ihe wan considered dn pr 

Alabama officisla have promis.) In = ne askec 8 fave “aff and or. stident.” 

ed that Wilkins will be tried of Cis | Liuzan said no ane from the a 

again. *. oo Wo would ur. if u bs Warren police er any other . 5 
Shelton mid Kian Iinper-! at all poasibie, fe d= . us ger questioned him about Sie: pate 

fal Kionsel Matt H. Aiurphy.| the method of (rama: ‘8-49 mal affaira. eo eS ' 

"Wilkin's attorney, —.— a age 12 ong Dir. :.vteme ' 3 : 

r af efforts tn introduce and who may have ae. -0.pin- r. ne 

Ane report at the trial. He e ted her te your cy fram thls [in Waren nor rev tose 


: sg ee oy os 
| WUT TIE Kian leader indi-|,, The report, dated Api’ 2. cays), “ely wie wan 8 —— 
cated that when lexal proceed] re. Lusso 'n husba: d. An-] Ming to de h of.” 
ae akniuded the report will be| tony ., is a aun trent | mend poten affictale 

~are concluded be ated for Tcamsters Union Uwe! 267] |] er pave reren ‘me Pes 

Ton ald the Kian le “Hold. 2nd receives a salary A rl cu, dc ate maden abend 
on reicasirg anv bing“ J anf Proximately $360 per det,, J Len. I ines trem oer .. 
ir up releanire an” ene family car “is heirg fi- ae 

eMra. Liuzzn to prevent criics, nanced thmugh the SNAC euiarcement afficials. 
fram charg inz that the Klan is plan at payments ef, d 5 Commiesioner Ray Gira . 
_ gtrying de influence a jury. month.” ae tnt ef the nature of the Lane... 
The report is hardly the E. 
Reuth’s deepest secret, .- 

. ever, 

Newxmen xaid the 2 i oe 

1333 K “| —the family bas charge ac- {There may de efreumstances oh Pate #* ' 
1 ‘sna dackann (tts) nan SSC dent know about mt 8 ., „„ „ 
Neun, in a reeent acenimt 5 8 would nay we cortsiniy woulda't N 
a apeceh eee nu ge ee Sea 
re 2 2 diye <a 2 F iy 2 ye eet 
ern (Ck) a Dir. LD — 
record in Dead 


2 


5 
. * 
* 
eo, a. « 
o 
+ 
gr * Pi 
e ~ * 
8 8 


8/18/65 

. 8 — 
1 <= Mr. Hine . 
os - 


* 


— 


SAC, Mobile 
Director, FBI 


EUGENE THOMAS, ET * : | 
VIOLA CFD LIUZZO, AKA, ET AL — VICTIMS : 
CIVIL RIGHTS = ELECTION LAWS si 


Subjects Eugene Thomas, William Orville Eaton and 
Collie Leroy Wilkins are currently on $25,000 Federal bond 
and 810, 000 state bond each pending trial. i. 8 


Dy return mail furnish the Bureau with the exact -- 
‘text of these bonds; in particular, it should be noted 7 
whether or not the bonds contain any restrictions concerning 


the State of Alabama. 


JWH/ral 7 
(4) + 3 : , 
NOTE: News reports indicate that subjects Thomas, Eaton and 
Wilkins traveled to North Carolina over the past weekend where they 
appeared with Klan Attorney Matt Murphy at several Klan rallies to 
promote funds and hew memberships for the Klan. .The bonds posted 
for subjects to insure their appearance would not necessarily contain 
restrictions as to travel unless they were specifically set forth 
in the bond at the time the bonds were issued. If their bonds 
should contain such restrictions, it might be an advantage to call 
their travel to the attention of appropriate officials who could 
nforce the /Striction. | 
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travel of the subjects outside of the Federal district or ji 5 
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| Liuzzo File 


Police Commissioner Rav 
Girardin today asked Chief 
of Detectives Vincent Picr- 
sante to try to find out 
whether any Detroit police 
officer gave a report on 
Mrs. Viola Liuzzo to Mar- 
vin G. Lane. Warren policc 
commissioner. 1 

Girardin denied that Detroit's 
Criminal Intelligence Burrau 
had investigated Mrs. Liuzzo's 
sackground after she was sisin 
by a snipers bullet in Ala- 
bama March 25. 


KLAN GETS REPORT | 


Lane 's controversial repori-to 
Sheriff James Clark, of Selma. 
Ala., said the bureau be2an 
such an investigation the dev 
after the slaying. 

The uproer ever the “corf:. 
dential” report, which turnt 4 
up in the hands of a Ku Klux 
Klan leader in Alabama, we: 
intensified todsy after che: 
developments: 

@ A Georgia Democratic er- 
sman ssid the House Un- 
merican Activities Commitice 
would take u deep interest in 
how the Klan got the report. 
@ Sheriff Clark said he asked 
Lane for the report efter his 
life was threatened by a caller 


who identified himself as a 


Teamster. 

@ Lane refused to say where 
he got the information for his 
report to the Alaheins she: ill. 
@ Warren Mayor William A. 
Shaw and six ™ suburb’s 


' “You must 


councilmen backed Lane. OnelGaiectives) spent 30" 


councilman._mas critical; two 
were silent. | 
@ Two human relations groups he would probab coopera- 
SA e el 
eri t 
leader demanded his dismissal. Brno Ma - 
Girardin, obviously angry at] Last night, he said he 
fhe mention of the Detroit 4 asked for the from Lane 
lice Criminal Intelligence Bu-lwhen he received an anonymous 
reau in news stories about the|threat to his life a few hours 
Lane report, said neither be faster Mrs. Liuzzo's mu 
nor Piersante nor Supt. Eugeneitepediy at the hands 
A. Reuter had received_any re-|Kian members. | 
quest from any police de Clark said he received a 
pe for information about Mrs. phone call from som 
juno. 3 
Three such requests were 
ceived from individuals in “You have kil 
South after Mrs. Liuzzo's death. lone this time,” Clark 
he said, but all were ignored, .. lunknown man 
_ CONSOLIDATES FILES we are goi 
Girardin denied that the bu-|Yur family. 
reau had made any investiga- 
tion of Mrs. Liuzzo's bac k- 
ground but he said it had con- 
solidated all existing reports 
end files on her after the Ala- 
bama shooting. m4 
This was done, ‘he said, be- 
cause police expected that there 
might be demonstrations or dis- 
turbances here in the wake ol 
the slaying and they wanted to 
know nizations she 
might have belonged to. 
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The acting head of the Crimi-jover the 
nal Intelligence Bureau, Detec-iren. -. 
live Lt. Louis Collins, said to- “The way 
day that he didn’t know where now. issi 
Lane got his information. The eure ; 
bureau head, Inspector Earl said. 
Miller, is on furlough. 93 SU ere 
-SEES CONGRESS’ INTEREST] she oS a 
had been contacted Ww 8 
Crark lu-reeeh—bane. Both ee] in Washington, Rep. Charles|calls by citizens to _ REMOVAL IS URGED 
declined to name the third|L. Weltner, Georgia George Merrelli, UAW 1 
party.) I codirector, criticized Lane for 


Dallas County. interest” to the committee. ~' Lane had done. A seventh mem- 
He said he gave k to them] The committee will ber was erstell. « - [vas 
because Alabama jaw requircd/hearings on the within] Councilman Norman Hil! was|te™ 
evidence six or eight weeks, he said.. - ſthe first council member to] 
Weltner said an effort would see 


denied that be got 
the report from dark. 
BACKED BY MAYOR 
United 
kins’ trial ended when the 
couldn't 


of thing they do every 
day across the country. ,_ : 
“Sheriff Clark m 


the 
40 minutes,” he said. 
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On Liuzzo 


Was Rifled 


Girardin Orders 
Police Dept. Quiz. 


_ BY WALTER RUGABER 
Free Press Ste Writer 


Virtually every detail 


in a “confidential” re- 


port of Mrs. Viola Gregg 
Liuzzo was srouggied out 
of a file in the Detroit 
Police Department, the 
Free Press learned 
Thursday. i 
The supporediy eccret report 
the slain civil rights wo! 
‘3's private Ie. and fami! 
ems was pul ingether bf 
lice Commiasioner Marv 


lane, of suburban Warren 
9 8s 8 


rr WAR REAT bv Lane tn 
Dallas County Sheriff Jamrc« 
3. Clark of Selms. Ala. an- 
wound up in the hands of Ku 
‘Klux Kian Imperial! Wiserd 
,Robert M. Shelton, of Tusca- 
,woosa, Ala. 

Lane has sald he obtained 
‘the data on Mrs. Luna from 
'*confidentia) sources.” It war 
‘obvious, however, that File Noe. 
1782 of the Detroit Criminal 
Intelligence Bureau (CIB) sup- 
plied his every need. 

Chief of Detectives Vincent 
W. Piersante sald it was “an 
ebvicus cosciusion” that hat 
aheat all Lene’s Iniormation 
came from tha Datrelt fiic. 
Piersante aid thet beiwecn 
© and 60 Detroit detectives 
would have had “normal accezs”’ 
in the file on Mra. Lusso. Even 

more rern would han ad 
acrens,” de aald. 
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diverre records. : 
The file even bade rows. 
paper clippings we Mrs. iduz- 
en's Mara and the trial teat 
week in Heynevilice, Ala. of 
her aceused killer, Kianeman 
Collie Leroy Witkine dr., A. 


Tt wan aleo learned Thursday 
thet Mayor Ca h’s office 
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information en the 
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Rheriff Ryals, je whane jar 
tadiction Mira. Liesse was 
nat, was event a rine - line, 
special Gelivery letter eut- 
Halm Mrs. Lumen record in 
the berest terms. 

The letter noted only that 
Mre. Liusso, seeking to test the 
Michigan compulsory echool at- 
tendance law, was convicted for 
“failure to send children to 


echool” and received ond year's): 


probation in Recorder's Curt. 
5 2222 00 tie 
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BOBBY F. CHERRY, WIFE, AND SEVEN CHILDREN 


Family Man Complains Of 


2 Years Of FBI 


Bobby F. Cherry of the Ensley 
section of Birmingham is ene 
of many who can tell very inter- 
esting stories of just how far 
America has slipped into the 
police state. After the bombing 
of the Negro Church in Birming- 


put pressure upon him the FGI 
has twice sought to question him 
on his job. Four times he has 
been stopped by FBI agents while 
driving his truck (“We just want 
to ask you s few more es- 
tlons.“) 

To try and prove his innocence, 


take, he agreed to take a lie 
detector test a the FBI office. 
After taking the test the FB] told 
kim, eu have lied on about 
every question we asked you on 
this test. Your in trouble, but we 
want to help you. H you will con- 
fess now, it wil] go easy on yu.“ 


the FBI NEVER tells you ff the 
Sle dcicctor test cleared you. To 
further terrorize Mr. Cherry, 
Flu agents Weldon and Aires told 
him: “At this phase of the inves- 


monhs after the Church bombing. 
also went to his friends and 


each ene thet be had failed he °: - 


Harrassment 


about him and this bombing, you 
had better tell us.“ 

This lasted many months. The 
heat was on from Washington te 
get someone, anyone! Three dif- 
ferent times FBI agents went to 
question Mr. 


“= 


c 


Agent Downey . 


accused her of withholding infor- 
mation. To this day FBI agents 
watch his home, keep driving 
through his alley and frightening 
his children. During this investi- 


gation he received mysterious em- 


threatening calls. eventhough his 
number is unlisted? Over and 
over again agents told him, We 


know you were in on the bombing. 


and you will soon be arrested ~ 
so talk now end & will go easy 
en you.“ 

The only trouble was Mr. 


Cherry was innocent end has no 


knowledge of the bombings. That 
did not satisfy the FBI. Two years 
later, Mr. Cherry is still ba- 
rassed from time to time. it 
doesn’t bother him any more. He 
simply tells them to leave and 
that he has nothing to say to them. 
(No ene is required to enswer 
any questions or take these phony 


ue detector tests.) Mr. Cherry . 
is working with the “Committee . 


To Stop Federal Harassment” — 
P O. Box 3674, Birmingham. - 


Mr. Cherry 1s only one of over 
@ thousand 
directly accused of the bombing. 


Hundreds of others have take ~. 


ue detector test and the FBI told 
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The true face of the Marth: 
Lather King, Selma to Montgom- 
ery march is now coming toligix. 
The lowest elements of society 
were attracted to this spectacle 
from as far away as Canada and 
England. Most all were beatniks, 


poses creeps and Communists. 


Numerous incidents of sexual 
intercourse were reported on the 
grounds around the Selma Negro 
church. A number of cases were 
reported every night, of Negro 
men lying on the ground having 
sex relations with White women 
demonstrators. 

Associated Press writer, 
Kelso Sturgeon of Atlanta stated 
that he personally witnessed 
these public acts of sexual de- 
bauchery. Sturgeon said, I per- 
sonally saw at least three racially 
mixed couples engaged in sexual 
intercourse on the ground.” 
When the demonstrators reached 
the capitol, two Birmingham 
News reporters charged they 
ssw a number of racially mixed 
demonstrators lock arms and 


uninate on the sidewalk-in front: 
-- of the State Capitol. Even pro- 


regro Selma police chief Wilson 
Baker stated: °°There very defi- 
nitely was many incidences of 


open petting, drinking and love 


making going on between mixed 


eduples. There could be no 
arrests in these cases, because 
the ‘demonstrators’ were being 
protected by the FB] and L.B.J.’s 
armed federal troops. 


CONFEDERATE FLAG BURNED BY SELMA DEMONSTRATOR 


MRS. LIUZZO HAD 
ARREST RECORD 


The nations press has tried to 
build up Mrs. Viola Liuzzo as a 
Saint. The truth of the matter is 
that she has been a racial agi- 
tator and trouble maker for some. 
time. She has participated in 
CORE demonstrations and other 
street activity in Detroit. 

Last year Mrs. Liuzzo was 
arrested and brought to trial in 
Detroit for violating Michigan's 
school comoulsory law. She was 
found guilty of keeping two of her 
children out of school. (Thomas 
Liuzzo 13, was kept out of school 


for 43 days and Anthony 10, for 


47 days.) Judge Joseph A. Gillis 
fined her 350 and gave her i 
year’s probation for violating the 
law. He also denounced her as 0 
trouble-maker. 


This record proves that Mrs. 
Ltuzzo was extremist, who came 
to Alabama to cause trouble. She 
proved herself an unfit mother by 
trying to prevent them from ob- 
taining an education, and by come 
ing to Alabama and driving young 
Negro men around in the front 
seat of her car. Who really shot 
and murdered this woman is not 
known. Lyndon Johnson certainly 
hes violated the Constitutional 
rights of the four young men ar- 


| 


: a 1 


case, the FBI has no evidenet-on 
these 4 White men. We feel these 
men wil] be found innocent when 
tried before a tempaytia! par y It 
is our belief that @ Negro may 
have killed Mrs. Liuzzo. She may 
have resisted sexual advances o 
some Mack buck, and he may 
heave violently turned upon her. 
Her death has been a great help 
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FBI DETROIT din ors 
3-47 PM URGENT S-12-65 dun 
10 DIRECTOR Tad-28601) 
ATTENTION: TRAINING DIVISION 
FROM DETROIT (44-643) 37 
EUGENE fionas, ET ALs VIOLA LIUZZ0,. AKA, rt * vic 1 


} 
' CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS. 00 MOBILE. 


— 4 0 


REDETEL MAY ru vx, SUXTYFIVE. F 49 4 
1 FURTHER INFORMATION OF BUREAU, ARTICLE. tt DETROIT vine’ 25 
PRESS MAY TWELVE, SIXTYFIVE, BY VALTER RUGABER, . STAFF tn, 44 
STATED THAT A “CONFIDENTIAL” SIX PAGE REPORT MADE BY parce = a 
COMMISSIONER-MARVIN e. LANE CNA), WARREN, WICHIGAN, ,CONCERNi NE 5 1 
RS. VIOLA LIUZZO VAS PREPARED AND SENT BY LANE TO DALLAS COUNTY * : 
SHERIFF JANES 6. CLARK, SELMA, ALABAMA. -LANE, FORMER curr’ ‘oF 
DETECTIVES, DETROIT POLICE DEPARTMENT, ALLEGEDLY (BAD 
ONLY Tuo COPIES OF REPORT, ORIGINAL GOI AAR, CLARK AND “anol: 
COPY REMAINING IN LANE’S DESK. LANE 2S QUOTED BY THE FREE 7785 — 


6 


MAY 
AS STATING, “IF ANYTHING GOT OUT THE SHERIF CCLARK) WAS Rxspons -“ 
— 22 
IBLE.” WITH RESPECT TO THE REPORT GETTING OT, LANE 12S FURTHER 


ee — we 2 


QUOTED AS SAYING, “IT SHOULDN'T BE DONE. tur s NOTHING 1 can 7 
END PAGE ONE ae | 
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DE 41-608 


PAGE TWO | mans 
ABOUT IT. THERE IS NOTHING IN THE REPORT OTHER man wes mr 2 
IT WAS NEVER INTENDED TO BE CIRCULATED OTHER THAN ro... „ . 


ll! whe i. - go. 


POLICE ORGANIZATION. LANE SAID CLARK was 10 PERSONAL FRIEND” 

CLARK ALLEGEDLY CALLED LANE AND AKSED FOR A ‘BACKGROUND REPORT . 
* uns. LIUZZO WAS KILLED, THE REPORT WAS DATED rtl. cbeb: 15 
SIXTYFIVE. LANE ADVISED FREE PRESS HE DID NOT KNOW WHAT CLARK 2 
|PURPOSE WAS IN REQUESTING A REPORT, AND SAID HE DID vor QUESTrOM 
CLARK'S PURPOSE. IN THE REPORT WRITTEN ON THE CITY OF WARREN, : 3. 
STATIONERY LANE SAID, “THIS INFORMATION WAS OBTAINED FROM 38 et 
LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES OF THIS AREA AND OTHER PEOPLE. . - 

THE REPORT, ACCORDING TO THE FREE PRESS, STATED =. 
ms. LIuzzo's HUSBAND, ANTHONY Je, ts A BUSINESS 1 ron 
TEANSTERS UNION LOCAL TWO FOUR SEVEN AND RECEIVES 4 SALART * ae 
“APPROXIMATELY EIGHT HUNDRED SIXTY DOLLARS PER VEEK.* ai 
“THE FAMILY CAR 's BEING FINANCED THROUGH THE ries PLAN at : 


w € ¢ 9 


. 
wg es 3 


PAYMENTS OF ONE HUNDRED ONE DOLLARS: PER nm. Be a 


a ee 7. 
END PAGE T¥O 
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DE-44-645 
PAGE THREE- 


0 * 


ms. LIUZzo's FIRST NARRIAGE, AT SIXTEEN, "LASTED eur ‘pay, 5 
BOTH PARTIES SEPARATING THE DAY AFTER THE ubs. ee 
“THE FAMILY HAS CHARGE ACCOUNTS AT THE 4. L. MUDSON CO.; AND: | 
VI NKLENAN’S. 55 bs oo r ae 
‘MRS. L2UZZO AND TWO OF HER CHILDREN, ON SEPARATE CCAS ON 
Ian AWAY’ FROM HOME. — Re e 1 


"ON ONE OCCASION, "WHEN THE POLICEWOMAN ASSIGNED TO THE 
CASE MADE HER INITIAL HOUSE CALL, SHE FELT THAT THE MOTHER vas 
MOST DISTURBED AND WAS UNABLE TO GET ANY: SENSIBLE INFORMATION : 
FROM MR. foe ae N 


eé a 


“WHEN MRS. LIUZZO WAS MISSING SHE WROTE HER HUSBAND A e 5 1 


1 8 * 


~* 
— 


OF LETTERS, °EACH BECOMING MORE DESPONDENT. ONE um VAS. —— 


er 


WRITTEN BY VIOLA WHILE SHE WAS IN A CEMETERY." << * 5 re : 


“SHE WAS GIVING BIRTHS AND DEATHS OF VARIOUS PEOPLE AND”. : 


oo 
Fadl 


CONCLUDED THE LETTER WITH MER OVW BIRTH DATE AND DEATH DATE. * ee ses, 2 


PRS. LIUZZO°S STUDENT IDENTIFICATION NUMBER AT WAYNE. STATE — chee. 7 


22 9 
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ee; WAS TWO ELGHT THREE DASH ZERO ZERO WINE AND mR us pcr eee 
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DE 44-643 
PAGE FOUR 
“CONSIDERED AN °OFF AND ON STUDENT. °° 
THE FREE PRESS STATES THAT COMMISSIONER RAY GIRARDIN, “DETROIT = ; 
POLICE DEPARTMENT, UPON BEING ADVISED BY A REPORTER OF THE MATURE - 
or THE LIUZZO REPORT SAID THAT THE DETROIT PD °WOULDN°T HAVE, 


OCCASION TO MAKE AN INVESTIGATION LIKE THIS.” HE ADDED, 212 7 . — 
WOULD BE VERY UNUSUAL. THERE MAY BE CIRCUMSTANCES THAT 1 DON’T - ane 


KNOV ABOUT BUT 1 VOULD SAY VE CERTAINLY WOULDN'T DO ANYTHING 
LIKE mar.“ , 56 
THE FREE PRESS ARTICLE STATES THAT KLAN IMPERIAL VIZARD ae ‘ 


ROBERT n. SHELTON, TUSCALOOSA, ALABAMA, REVEALED COPIES By * 
REPORT TO A NUMBER OF REPORTERS IN ALABANA LAST WEEK. N tun 


EPORTEDLY DENIED THAT THE REPORT CANE TO HIM FROM CLARK, BUT HE 
DECLINED TO NAME HIS SOURCE, | ee | eh: 3 
THE FREE PRESS REPORTED THAT LANE SAID NE PRODUCED THE in- 1 
HATION AS A COURTESY TO A.FELLOW LAV ENFORCEMENT OFFICER. * — ae : 
CLAIMED THAT KE OFTEW SUPPLIES OTHER POLICE DEPARTMENTS un ; f ee ak 


CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS SUCH AS THE ONE HE COMPILED OW MRS. L10220. 
END PAGE fon 8 
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DE 44-643 
PAGE FIVE. — 


op: 
E 
oe: 


ASKED VHY NE INCLUDED SO MANY DETAILS ON MRS. L1UzZ0°S PRIVATE =: 
LIFE, LANE SAID, “EVERYTHING THAT CONES TO YOUR ATTENTION, YOU _ ees 
PUT IN." = 
“DETROIT REPORTS DATED MARCH THIRTYONE AND APRIL bub. * is 5 
SINTYFIVE, AND SPECIFICALLY THE REPORT DATED APRIL ONE, ani ee: 
n, CAPTIONED AS ABOVE, SET FORTH INFORMATION FROM DETROIT: 2 5 
rater DEPARTNENT RECORDS REGARDING THE L1UZZ0 BACKGROUND. THE : 
DETROIT OFFICE WAS NOT CONTACTED BY LANE IN THIS HATTER. «. a=) +: 
\{ AS THE BUREAU IS AWARE, LANE RETIRED AS CHIEF OF DETECTIVES). 
DETROIT PD, IN NINETEEN SIXTYONE COMPLETING THIRTY FIVE YEARS | 
SERVICE, TO ACCEPT THE POSITION AS POLICE COMMISSIONER AT WARREN, “gig 
nenten. ur IS A GRAUDATE OF THE TWENTY FOURTH SESSION OF m. 
RATIONAL ACADEMY. LANE IS PAST PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTHEASTERN & eer 
mont aan ASSOCIATION OF CHIEFS OF POLICE AND THE natur 
— ‘WE IS WIDELY RESPECTED IN LAV ENFORCEMENT 
CIRCLES. age 
| AM COPY BEING SENT MOBILE FOR INFORMATION. 
10 
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* . Liuzzo is the civil 
who was murdered between Ke ä — 
Montgomery, Alabama, on 3/25/65. 


Ot three subjects indicted on state 
f charges, Collie Leroy Wilkins was tried 


sain aes for murder in State Court last week, the 
trial resulting in a hung jury, Wilkins was 


represented by Matt M 
attorney, * urphy, a Klan 


Department being advised, 
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FBI WASH DC 

FBI DETROIT ~~ | 
1% AM URGENT 5-12-65 f ru 

To DIRECTOR | — 
“FROM DETROIT (44-643). 


1 fe 171 r . 

EUGENE RONAS tT u. VIOLA’ Tot rt 1 DASH Ficrins * 8 

Crd Ruck = Fel: lm ae 5 fy ; eh . e ar 
den A. 5 1 pe „ te c 


— 
. 1 : 5 5725 
+ be: ; 4 25 


E 3)- 7 ä t A 8 
m. ANTHONY J. L1UZZO, ONE WINE ‘THREE SEVEN FIVE! NARLOVE, 5 
DETROIT»: MICH, HUSBAND OF SLAIN CIVIL RIGHTS WORKER, VIOLA Lz, | 


‘TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED DETROIT OFFICE, EVENING OF HAY mn 4 
° 1 ja by *t! 
LAST, THAT HE HAD BEEN CONTACTED EARLIER AN THE er 4 22. 


“DETROIT FREE PRESS" REPORTER. -* ~ re Se : y 
c 


THE REPORTER TOLD LIUZZO OF INF or LON In a ARTI ae 
| APPEARED LATER IN THE EVENING OF MAY ELEVEN LAST WHEREIS ne way ab w; . 5 
|| FREE PRESS HAD LEARNED ‘THAT A 818 PAGE REPORT MAD BEEN a ˖ 


EARLY APRIL, 10 SHERI FF JAMES CLARK, » SELMA, ALA Wey BY WARREN, Auen, 
own A „ 


POLICE CONNISSIONER HARVIN G. LANE 14 LANE ts FORMER CHIEF 5 


12 1 


DETECTIVES DETROIT rn. 5 . fs BBO 0 e . 22 1 


—2 1 * 


made cae STATED -THE REPORT ER, ‘WALTER RUGABER, ‘WAD TOLD KIN — Wa 


THE REPORT CONTAINED. DETAILED INFORM ATION CONCERNING 118 Marts, 


N 14 ia 


VOTING ust AND HIS FLWANCIAL BACKGROUND. aut 1 5 eh 
nae es ee 3 ‘ge 1 erg. hues 5 


een rie e 


3 n 8 . a 
2: * : * 1 &. 5 80 . 
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PAGE ad 


VAS ALLEGEDLY TURNED OVER TO KU KLUX KLAN IMPERIAL WIZARD ROBER > 
| N SHELTON BY CLARK. . 3 
N. LIUZZO ADVISED HE VAS UPSET OVER THIS APPARENT INVASION | 
OF HIS PRIVACY AND FELT IN VIEV OF Lat ·s CO-OPERATION with SHERIFF 6 
CLARK, THAT LANE MIGHT BE CONSIDERED in THE FUTURE aS A. a 8 
WHO WOULD CO-OPERATE WITH AND assist THE KLAN.” . 
ux HAD NO SPECIFIC INSTANCES. to GITE.RE Lats — T reg 
AFFILIATION WITH THE KLAN OTHER THAN TO. OBJECT 10 np. r. . 
ACTION AND ITS IMPLICATION. THE 71 8. JURISDICTI OW WAS: canara” 
POINTED OUT TO WR. LIUZZO WHO APPEARED SATISFIED, urn aL. 


1232 ew.t.. . st. hir ff 
ä i 2242 15 93 »2 FP 
EXPLANATIONS. 7 og A. W ao | 


* 1 19 4 

aM ARTICLE APPEARED IN DETROIT FREE PRESS, pity. wir, 3h * 
‘EVENING MAY ELEVEN, DATED MAY TWELVE 11100 votes, 7m. an rt | 
COPIES OF SECRET REPORT ON uns. Linz. tHE ARTICLE a aan 
THE SIX PAGE REPORT CONTAINED ALLEGATIONS or Ltuzzo, ban T 4 th see 
PROBLEMS, DETAILS OF MRS. Liuzzo's THREE, MARRIAGES 122 pean 9 ee 
RUNDOWN ON FAMILY INDESTEDNESS, - 3 mt on f 

DETROIT FILES COWLJAIN NO INFO RE POSSIBLE x nit * : 
MENT IN KLAN ACTIVITY BY Laux. ae phe 


. * so 
FOREGOING BEING SPBNITTED FOR BUREAUS turomation, , 
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Transmit the following in 


: at 7 Type in plaintext or code) 
Via AIRTEL 2 AIRMAIL 
m4 (Priority) a 
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Director, FBI (44-28601) 

SAC, Mobile (44-1245) (P) 

ET AL: 6 8 aes eer 

VIOLA GREGG LIUZZ0; . ee : 
re. . 


- 4 - ” — 


CR e 
ReBuairtel 5/18/65. : 


Enclosed herewith are copies of the State ahd 
Federal bonds on WILKINS 2 EATON. These were 
obtained 5/20/65 by SA 
Clerk of Court, Hayneville, Ala., and from JAMES M. GUITERY, 
Deputy Clerk, U. 8. District Court, * Aa., 
respectively. 
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: Memorandum 


5 : Gee yt oe * 422 
BACKGROUND: F 


1 individual's column entitled Some Disturbing Questions" 
which appeared in the May 17th issue of The Washington Daily News“ concerns tine 
urder of Mrs. Viola d. Huzzo, white civil rights worker from Detroit, Michigan. 
bb mentions the acticns dH both the defense attorney and the County Solicitor e 
‘ee the trial of Collie Leroy Wilkins, and then goes into a critical diatribe .. « 255 
‘concerning Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., and his inability to prevent the murder of » 


ae Pes 
Mrs. Liuzzo. 5 . 3 72 45 


“a ee 
3 


~ Robb states that, What sorely troubles me, u we accept the ; 
prosecution's account of the slaying, is the moral aspect of Rowe's presence in the 
car when an innocent woman, whose only crime was her aid to civil rights marchers, 
was gunned down. She attempts to show that Rowe had every opportunity to prevent 
this killing but neglected to do so, and questions why he did not at least attempt to 
protect Mrs. Liuzzo. She raises such other questions as Under what kind of secret 
orders did Rowe work? Was the infiltration of the Ku Klux Klan more important than 
the saving of an innocent woman who, in the eyes of the great majority of her country- / / 
men, was doing a commendable service to a just cause?" Robb concludes her article 


by stating, “It is one woman's * that ne nd owes the nation an n explanation of 
ih action in the Liuzzo case. 2 me 
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INFORMATION IN BUFILES: NOT | RECORDED. se. a 
“a 133 Jur 10 1965 10 JUN A0 88 ay 


? 3 Our files _raveal_no information of a derogatory nature identifiable with 
Ro 


4». who is a well-known syndicated colummtst; whose column "reportedly appears in 
some 132 daily newspapers. Our information regarding her for the most part consists 
of articles she has written in the past concerning her trip to Russia in 1959 and 
general living conditions in that country. These articles were written in a satirical 


vein in which dhe criticized the manner of living in Russia as # compere’ © 
—_ States. 
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BACKGROUND: An.. Viola .. Ie. 
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In a memorandum dated 5-19-65 concerning captioned individual's | 

a column in the May 17th issue of The Washington Daily News“ regarding Gary Thomas 

+ Rowe, Jr., the statement was made that our files reveal no information of a derogatory 

. nature identifiable with Robb. Also, it was — that you contact Robb and se 
se her straight. " | 


. . . 4 2 
ant oo 5 * 4 . vi. 7 0 i : ' 8 1 21. : - 


In connection with the fitst statement, the W has noted, “This is 
absolutely untrue. Back in the 30's or 40's she vilified the FBI and me personally 

when I was in Miami Beach and even picketed my cottage there. H. „ The Director 
has also advised that nothing would be gained by — Robb. Be coed 


ACTION: ts. 508i ck | ore nee 2 ¢ a ah * + i 


* 


N All references in Bureau indiceg on Inez Ro. » were recalled. They were 
carefully and thoroughly reviewed without locating additiona: pertinent data. Upon 
request, the Miami Office reviewed their indices for any information on Robb. SAC, 
Miami, advised that their files contained no references identifiable with Robb. Old 
research files in the Crime Records Division were reviewed along with reference 
projects regarding smear campaigns against the Bureau in the 1940 era. This 
included the New York Post“ series, Fred Cook's articles in the Nation“ magazine 

Max Lowenthal's book. No data concerning Robb was located in this reference 
III! eee eee 
hor. i 
Alter negative efforts to locate data in 11 80 ddl and the Miami Office 
indices, à check was made of the special newspaper ain 5 e Director's Office. 
These clippings revealed two articles by Inez Robb. One. in-tha 3.5-40 issue of the 
„Atlanta Constitution,“ Atlanta, Georgia, entitled "Miami Hurt to the Quick By G-Man 
Hoover's Charge. The other appeared in the 3-5-40 issue of the "Memphis Commerciu 
Appeal, Memphis, Tennessee, entitled Palm Beach's Famous Casino Rolls Along 
‘Despite G-Men.“ These both referred to the Director's efforts to clean un the Miami 
: iBeach area. These clippings further revealed a column by Walter Winchell appearing in 
the 3-6-40 issue of the "New York Daily Mirror" as follows "Reporter Inez Robb and J. » 
Edgar Hoover have phffft, too... * has, she WAFER, ‘the worst tact and the most 
wonderful brown eyes..“ : Ree . 


RECOMMENDATION; . . 
férmation. 


3. 
* 


M. A. Jones to Deloach Memo. 
RE: Ines Robb. 


| Se our most recent data regarding Robb was 1 8 wi 

V in which she became embroiled with the owner of the Camélback I Inn, 
‘Phoenix, Arizona, where she was addressing a group of women. She criticized the * 

fact that her room did not contain a Bible but did contain anticomm\ist literature. /} 

She also criticized the Inn's freedom shelf" which contained anticommunist 24 

and literature, including the Director's book "Masters of Deceit,“ noting in * 4 

speech "there is no danger within from ä only from without. . 
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In reading Robb’s n it is dey to see that she 15 8 4 
-misinformed concerning our responsibilities in connection with the Liuzzo murder 
investigation, and it is felt she should be personally contacted and set straight on 2 
this matter. She should be advised that, although Mr. Rowe furnished us information 
Itrom time to time concerning Klan activities, he he was s not_an_ employee of the FBI, 
ak wales Pads Biren i AO 
ov Since this matter is still under litigation, it is'felt that in response 
to some of her contentions as to what Rowe should have done to prevent this 
accident, we should merely respond by referring to Rowe's testimony at the trial 
to the effect that he was taken by surprise and when he found out what was actually _.. 
going on, he was afraid for his own life. It is also felt, at this — — * would 
not be advisable to expand on this — e 1 


* 
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a wae . That you, Mr. DeLoach, contact Inez Robb and set her straight 
concerning the questions she has raised in this article regarding our responsibilities 
in the Liuzzo murder . along the lines indicated above. , 
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has noted he cone not want Huie to moet Rowe. 1 
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Section 9: 
KKK 


Murder of 
Viola L1uzzo 


~ 
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. - GENERAL ena bre. 
The informant is Gary 
ſvho furnished information EP ener yy ; 
st of subjects charged with the murder 
Mrs. Viola — . | 
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Memorandum 


: tT 1 Belmont 


FROM haf 
NcGowan 


SUBJECT: EUGENE 1 THOMAS, ET AL; Hines 
VIOLA.L1U.ZO, AKA, ET AL - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 


Gary Thomas hove, our informant who furnished 
information identifying the subjects responsible for the 
shooting o Viola Liuzzo in Lowndes Count Alabama 
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Jur ing rit, 1965, Rowe was returned to Alabama to e: a 
against subjects before Federal and state grand juries and 

on 5/3/65 he was returned to Alabama to testify in the state |! 
murder trial of subject Collie Leroy Wilkins. Since the trial, 
which ganzluded with a hun ury on 5 b7 HR 
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mae as been accompanie : b . 
of the fraticben Office wbo was handling the iniormant a ’ 
the timc he furnished the initial information identifying ] oe 
th ubiec in this case. It was felt necessary that 
SA accompany him during the crucial period of his 
appearaices before the grand juries and at the state murder 


trial in order to insure his protection and to maintain 
effective control over him. 
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t is not anticipated that his testimony 
-will be necded in Alabama before the retrial of Wilkins or 
the initial trials of the otber two subjects Eugene Thomas 
and William Orville Eaton which are at. eG for 


September and October, 1965. SS a 50/315 
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ny ammcdiate personal darecr, it does not appear necgssa 


and we have seccived no indication that he 17 , a4 1 
at he be accompanied at ait tines by an Agent. 
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..:. = Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Your comments and letter have been very much 
appreciated. Our history class was very happy and also proud 
to receive your comments which were very helpful in helping 
us draw conclusions. 


We understand why you can't give us more infor- 
mation, and we were surprised that you could tell us as much 
as you did. We realize your position and are glad you answered 
as you did. 


We certainly don't want to be too time consuming-- 
and if we are, don't bother with us, we understand; but we have 
more questions! Living in Alabama, we realize that we are looked 
down on by many--especially those in the North. Still we want to 

| ) see justice done, and that's why I want to question you on the Liuzzo. . 
Case and FBI-man, Rowe. Is this really an FBI agent, and was this 

an attempt to infiltrate the Klan? It seems like a good idea, if Rowe 

is what he says he is. (This is what I wonder about. ) Another thing 

I'm interested in is the U. K. A., and that's why I enclosed the 

newspaper clipping; some of the issues in it raise questions. What 

do you think about KKK and the others? Answer as you see fit, 

and thanks again! 


_ Sincerely, 
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Rowe was the man who broke the case within hours 

of the time Mrs. Liuzzo, a civil rights worker from Detroit, 

~ shot as she ferricd marchers between Montgomery and 
Selma. 


Ans. hod joined the Klan five years _ago_to_ spy for 
(ihe F Bi, He was in the killer's cac_when, the slaying took 
2 place, he he said. 

It was Rowe's testimony that put into Wilkins’ hand 
the gun that fired the fatal bullet as two cars sped through 
the night. 

His testimony also put Klansmen Eugene Thomas and 
William Orville Eaton in the car as participants. These two 
men will be tried later. © 

A_question for the jury was whether Rowe himself_was 
in MI killing lé_téstified’ he didn't fice his gyn. 

The racial aspects of the slaying were woven through- 
out the case. Murphy showed Mrs. Liuzzo to be a member 
of the NAACP and SNCC, a man. wd. participated jp the - 
Selma to to_Montgomery march, and A white woman who 
was driving 2 8 car with a Negro t boy_in the front seat oa 
the night of her death. 

He_showed_the FBI as a group striving to “break the 
hack of the United Klans af America.“ 

State prosecutors Circuit Solicitor Arthur Gamble Jr., 
County Solicitor Perdue, and Joseph Gantt of the state 
attarnecy-gencral’s office told the jury they knew prejudice 
was at the beart of the case. 


Le SN NOIRE IE EPR OF Te TINE CRIN WOM Se room: Seg Bee AM 


They_pleaded for Justice“ in Lowndes County and 8 
verdict_that_wauid reficct_credif on ithe county and the 
State of AJabama_in_the eycs ol. tbhe—warld. 
The case was covered hy some 40 newsmen from cities | 
in the U.S. and abroad in the sciting of a country courthouse 
decp in Alabama. { 
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Your letter of May 18th, with enclosure, 
has been received. 


| In response to your inquiry, I would like to 
point out that Gary Thomas Rowe furnished information to this 
Bureau for which he was compensated; however, he was 
not a Special Agent. Since litigation in the case to which you 
referrad has not been concluded, I am sure you will understand 
why it is not possible for me to comment as you desire. 


As I pointed out in my prior letter, information 
in our files must be maintained as confidential. However, 
general background information concerning the organization you 
menticned can be found in The FBI Story" by Don Whitehead 
which may be available in your school or local library. 


. .... Snclosed is some material which I hope you and 
your ctassmates will {ind of interest. 


una Sincerely yours, 
MAY 2 5 1955 J. Edgar Hoover 
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Enclosures (2) 


FRI and Civil Rights 
The T is Role in the Llald of Ci Rit 


: ed at this time that our files are 
t confidential. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (AU-28501) 
FROM: - SAC, HOUSTON (100-10146)(c) 


SUBJECT: VIOLA GREGG LiUz=0 - DECEASED 
IA. CTLU. MATTERS 5 , 
—— SECURTITI C 


RSs Burcau letter to Houston, 5/10/65. 


As directed in referenced P 
has +, oP ae the nhotewrani: of ae 
receive: “rom D. | 7 
er arte “OME D 148 photograph with 
aia, has been made, Thes Cc two 


ve Fhe Inveswnation of other of pisae 
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8 28 — (1501 


det: o t Af — 
b — Hobil: (Info) 190 nn) 
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Sent 


WAY. 
Spécia} Agent in Charge 
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~ UNITED STATES GO” MENT 


7 Menara ‘oe onl 


(7... ‘Director, FBI (4¥-28601) 225 bars: 8-11-65 
tention: Crime Records Division | 


Bie. —— (44-1236) 


SUBJECT: EUGENE ‘THOMAS; ET AL; ae \ 74 
VIOLA IUZ 20. aka; ET AL VICTIMS 


CR - EL */ tig his. bles tive Lous OA aa 


Remyairtel 5-5-65 setting out information aie 
regarding the request of ‘WI b 

prepare articles and 33 novel concerning the 
activities of GARY THOMAS ROWE, dr. „ Bureau informant 
regarding Klan viata start , 


On 5-10-65 at ron rg called ne ee 
from New Tork. and 4d he had been in contact with ä 
"The Saturday Evening Post“ in New York Citv. He 
stated that during those contacts he had determined that 
JIMMY BRESLIN, “New York Herald Tribune,” (whom he 
described as an excellent writer), had been trying to 
"peddle, ROWE's s story to ‘The Saturday Evening Post.“ “ 
@HUIF stat2d that he also understood that other writers 

may be trving to “peddle ROWE'’s story,” and that, in 

ae opinion, it would be a “sad mistake“ for ROWE to 

deal with anv writer until his services as a Government_ 

witness have been completed in full. ‘4ITIF expressed us 

the opinion that if it becomes publicly known that 
. {ROWE is dealing with writers repardinp his storv, 

such information might 4eopvardize his effectiveness 
as a witness in any future trial. ty 


° <=> © — 


’ e Pete PE PF Pore et Fe ee te ee n . 


ae No information whatsoever was furnished Wr. 2 } 
—— nd he was advised that his call would be made a matter 
of record. 


The above has been submitted for the Bureau's 
‘information. 
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Memorandum 7 iiea Z 


per 
Mr. Callahan 


— : 
IRECTOR, FBI (44-28601) DATE: 5/26/65 In nae 


Attn: Training Division Mr. Gale. 
3 r ul 
. DETROIT (44-643) : Se, Ta a. 
‘ 3 Mr. Troster .__. 
Tele. Reom ___ 
EUGENE THOMAS,. ‘BT ‘Abs 2 Miss H. Im s. 
VIOLA LIUZZO, aka, ET AL - VICTIMS Miss Gandy 
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS —_ 


For Bureau “information only, please find enclosed 
herewith a newspaper clipping from the Athens Daily Post 
of Athens, Greece, of the Friday, * 7. 1965, (edition 
concerning instant Vasa, — 


his was forwarded to 8A 
“ropes a personal acquaintance o 
Oo is currently traveling abroad. 


n 
his continuing admiration, of the Director and thought : 
that the enclosed newspaper clipping might be of interest. 1 


Appreciation * expressed to.. 
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duese Clipping tn Spece Below) 


lu Klux Klansman — 
In “Alabama” Trial ? 


nl Atébeme, Moy | Mc. Wet Liteso otter Sour dave 3 
6 (UPI) — An ol! - while jury. of dromotic testimony. 
‘thot heord the defense accuse the | Defense otty, Mott Murp>y spent (Indicate pee, acme of 
ctoles stor witmess of beng oj one hour ond seven minute; befo newspaper, city end stete.) 
«e white nigger , todoy, began j re the gry pleoding for the free- 
deliverating the fote of Ku Klux 2 of his —— 21 Vor · old 
Klousmen chonged with wrde - ie Leroy Ds. | 
ring Cetroit civil rights workers | Mephy spent much of ris time _? Athens Daily Post 

_ peetouncing Gory Thomas Rowe, Athens, Greece 
the FBI informont who testified | -——-— W 
Ine sow Wilkins leon from e spee- 
[ine cor end tire the shots thot 


killeg Mrs. Liuzzo,. 

» Rowe ollegediy intiltected the 
Klon. He soid he wos with Wil- 
king end two other Kionsmen the 

icht Mrs. Loiuzzo was shot os sre 
en e negro, Leroy Moon, 21, 
e olong o dort stretch ef, 
highwoy the Sight of 
March 25, a few hours ofter the 
Selmo-toMonigomery civil rights 
Moch ended. 
Reffering to Rowe, Murphy es- 
| ked the jury : « whot kind of 
mon is he ? és he e white mon or 
i he a while Nigger 9 
« What king oy men is hig who 
comes into e rroterno! croanizetion 
(the klon by hook or crook, tokes 
the socred coth) omg sees his soul 
for 30 pieces of silver 70 
He disregorded Sed ». 
Boe you e with the de- 
vil ihimself 22 « con you believe 


Nene 
- white mon, but he’s worse 


6 white — a 
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representing the informant os à result of 

arrangements made by the Department. 

Matt Murphy, Klan aud. en wi sé. xesents 

-the three subjects, has sued the informant 

for $6000 legal fees for allegedly represent- 
one day 


; fy 
Paul Johnston is the atto. ney who is 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 
Pe ee 


RAC, BIRMINGHAM ea 


if rear” _ 
Mö roob, CALI OPIN 
KESFANCH (CORRESPONDENCE AND TOURS) 
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ReBulet 5/21/65. : 
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totter described in Bureau letter 6/12/65 to — 
copies, to Dirnintzhun and San Francisco, was discussed eg 
with GARY THOMAS” ROVE by Inspector JOSEP A. SULLIVAN 5/26/65. 


POKE stated he rozarae Bote’ 8 A proposal An the sane — 
light as that poss by WILLJAE MUI, He has ne interes 
in contacting ROSS or in having any i ‘exploitation ef 

his activities as an informant for: the — mühe — 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 


VIOLA onvo⁰ LIUZZO, aka; 
LEROY JEROME MOTON - VICTIMS CR - EL 
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REFERENCE: Report of SA at ole datea bye 
4/3/65 = : on 
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ADMINISTRATIVE: 3 ia 

No dissemination pe this report will be tade to 
U.S. Attorney, M Ala., or the Departmental Atto 
on scene at Selma, Ala., until such time as the Bureau 
ishes approval for the dissemination of this report, 


necarding information contained an the ob cond 


graph, Administrative Data, of referenced report, the“Houston 
sed that information furnished by t 
Perec: ppears to refer to an individval name 


and not to Victim's husband, ANTHONY 3. A220 976 


owe ze 11 l 


‘COPIES MADE: K 2 


(3-- Bureau (44-28601) 
1 - USA, Hontgomery 

1 de partmental 7650 ane Bei ) 
1- Atianta ( ha 1 765) 6 (Info) 
1 - Birwing 5 ie) 3 
2 - Mobile (Ad 245) 


: MO 44-1245 
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The. investigative period of instant report over lar 
in the invest ative period of the last. report due to the : 
falt that information 18 contained herein which slows pre- 
parator; inforiration concernin,; the preparations for te 
trial of srbject COLLIE LEROY WIUCUIS at * Ala., 


on 5/3/05. „ a 


LEADS 8 ‘ y | . . . 
yy Se a 
ATLANTA AND ) BIRNINGHAN * INFORMATION) * 


One copy of this report is ie for tbe 
Birma n. lan and Atlanta Divisions for information purposes 
due to the close proximity of these Offices to the Hobi 1e 
Division and to apprise them of the status of instant case. 
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u. 2 STATES DEPARTMENT OF fur yer 


BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION | 


Ie United States Attorney, Montgomery, Alabama ° 
1 - Departmental Attorney, Selma, Alabam 


Bureav File Nos 4.28601 


VIOIA GREGG bzzo; 
LEROY JEROME . MOTON — VICTIMS 


— CIVIL RIGHTS -  gixcrz0n LAWS | 1 * 


21 7 5 


15 
Synopels: Infokuation oe ate prior do ‘trial of n 3 
= WILKINS, 5/3/65, ‘that defense attorney, MATT R. IRH, 
As considered the chief KIonei 17 of the United klans 
81 that MURPHY would make possible efforts to have 
er Brent ot witness GARY THOMAS ROWE arrested at time of "his 
appearance to testify at Hayneville, Ala,, or would make some > 
trial. to embarrass 3 witnesses: 1 88 course of 
rial. moe 3 ee 
4 6 4 | 81 5 x 


Sothink: een 8 the above Und tro 
exception that MURPHY was extremely critical’ of ROWE during 
trial and critized the President and the Government ifi ; 
general for their oe a 1 the. e ai? or * 
murder of victim LIUZZO, 44 bees saad i at 


ROWE served with pce see ah ieee sie, 1 
during trial 3 * e a hae bate 3a 
attorney's fees. | : 


0 « de 
+ * 


5 4 . * coe 
At trial, 5/3 ti serous 776 55 W sented 


“ease which established OWE as eyewitness to the killing of 
victim LIUZZO and corroborating evidence 80 support ROWE's - 
testimony consisted of the identification of the gun belong- | 
ing to subject THOMAS which was identified as the murder “ he. 
weapon. Also established subjects were in the Sein 8 
Montgomery, Ala., area on pertinent 2 3 5/65, when the 
vietim was killed... Cartridge cases found scene..of murder 
allo 4d:ntified in Court as beers been 177575 * 
1 a by 1447“ : - 


3 r i 
— Only defensé witnesses utiiised ‘hy PHY f 
to establish strong . 92 1 4 


222 
— 


G GGGGGWGG GGG FBL Bb te e. 
* * : 5 


HO 44232415 
8 5/5/65.and Jury reported 5/7/65 it was “hopelessly dead- 


W@cked." Mistrial declared by Circuit Judge, 5/7/65. In- 


Cas2 subnitted to Jury for deliberation es | 
Hrma tion developed Jury voted 10 for conviction and 2 against. 


Various nerbers of United Klans of Arerica observed 
attendin; trial durin, week of 5/35 through 7/65, Haynevilie, 
Ala., who were * Imown to n Agents. 


r 1. 5 
DETAILS: esi — e 


PREPARATION FOR TRIAL M 


N 


CIRCUIT COURT,; WAYNEVILLE, A Auown 1 


April 23. 1965 dn article “Appeared 180 tthe. 
Mobile a... ke; 4ster, a. daily newspaper «published at Mobile, 
AYavana, under by-line of "Three hen Surrender on 24u%zz0 | 
CharGes. ‘ a 9 article 9 de forth Nn gubstance r follows: 
ee 2 
Tirse Ku Klux W surrendered’ to 1 F 7 
Thursday, on 4ndictments -chariing. then with murderin: a white 


C141 ri: hts worker after the “Selma to Montgomery march, 7 
15 


The ‘Taret 3 n urder ‘andictients were: ‘seburned 
earlier on that day by ‘the .Lowndes ogee Grand Jury at 
Ha.neville, Alabana, The jury was hizhly critical of. state-. 
ments iy Tresident JOHNSON 4n connectioh with the Meath; of 
VIOIA II vzzo, a Detroit, ene e mother of r Fives: 


ANE 


Tine Klansnen 1 in pi toinchas and posted A 
$10,000 Lond each, ne ir cases go on the docket for the next 
term of Circuit Court in Hayneville, Alabana, beginning May 
3, 1965, and oonviction of Tirat degree murder carnies. a 
penalt; of death or ‘life imprisonment. ; f: 1 > * 413 a * 

2 

Althov: an the Grand Jury nade no . mention 
of any case it dnvestigated, the eichteen members-4n their’ 
written report to Judge . WERTH THAGGARD, deplored “the +. 

"actions and statenents Of the President, and others; in hich 255 
_ Governient places in connection with® Hrs. LIUZZO's ° rr! 5 
, feel tint a, ‘actions and statements have st 
nm w's-et and unfair. ahd. have sarge ed ao > pera, WN 
Lewis in this l the 141 


0 123 


The white nen indicted by the white jury were a, 3, 
ENE THOMAS, ajc 42, WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, age 41, both 7 


of Bess2..2r, Alabam, “and — LEROY WILKINS, om. » ase ny 
of Fairfin id, Alabama, 


; 
f 
* ners en eee * . 
‘ 


4 


Tie indictments. charged tht each man "unlawfully , 
and with malice aforethought killed VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO by 


shoot ing her with a pistol." The Janguace was * in 
each of the three indictments, | 3 


* 8 7 4 ns 


50 
s 
e* e 
89 * 


10 three nen 9010 a neus „ they were es 
innocent. "I am not: zuiit, and I think I've been ridiculed —... 
enou.; h as it is" said gls. The other two made similar in ae 
statements, I 5 3 


* 2 
Their. attorney! mf H. MURPiT 22 321 2 . ee 
subpoena the President: and. possibly ‘FBI Ht TR.» asd Ji. 
HOOVER if necessary in. this W A to Aa wah, . 
met 1 1 2 3 1 ot, 1 
He said they cöuid not 54 have & fair trial" 
because of JOHNSOY's remarks about the arrest of Nan. wenſbers. 


LEROY HOTON, ‘a 1s, a -Selma Nero, whe accompanied | 
victim LIUZZO at the tine she was shot, escaped injury and 
reported the Slaying aftér'nitcbing: 4 THE, | to Selma; iz, labama. 
4 > | %- © 3 ie 
The three ‘arrested —. eg THOMAS, RATON,? eae 
WILIINS, had been 4ndicted bz. a Federal’ Grand Jury’ on. 91731 
Rights charzes but the fourti:: man, GARY THOMAB ROWE, age .34, 
of Bir. An., am; 48 not indicted. “He ,subsequentdy l 
as a witness before | the Gounty Grand Sr | „1 | 


The. neu York eines 884d NOH, a former dperator or 
@ var in Pirmin, has been paid as an ‘undercover agent for 
the Fed?ral Dureau of Investigation since 4959. working inside 
of the . 8 eee 2 1 7 


n ** 3 ; ec 
Tno Orand dury homers Who retirned dig sen indict- 
ments at lla nevi 11e, Alabama, als6 exprebsod veer’. ; 
their report over actions of civil richts croupg un 4ch cane 
to Loundes and ne 1 bor in,; counties erent the ro" to a. es 


3 1. ¢ demands Cop. qual aul 8 for 477 4 8 
; 3 


„ Pe ee 
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a N Jury Sit 00 Jed 2 Se 418555 
Tur tanner in whicit Ghz‘ have condug ted"! ‘therselves dure 
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‘An these sie Jig days" and eritipieed ' newé nedia Inn . 
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ae the ir actions and attitudes have also contributed 2001 a 
tignal problems,” , * 


Tine followin;:; contacts were wad with Circuit Soli- 
citor AH. GALLE by Inspector JOSEIL II A, SULLIVAN and SA 
RODERT L. FRYE prior to the trial of May 3, 1965: „ 


age 26, 1985, GANBLE advised ‘that a ware 
hearin:, was page that date. for subjects WILKINS,: ms » and 


EAT at liayneyilie, Alabama. They Mere tepresontod by: 5 
their Attorncy , ATT H. FRI, R., and-all enge . pleas * 
of “not tg. to onardeg in dhe indictijant ¢ | 7 r. 

a 8 1 25 

On Apri 27, 1° 55, dt was reported in anMarticite 
apres ri: .. in the Mobile 8 Re ister,’ Final Edition, that 
ROLERT I., SHELTON, Derial Wizard, United Kldns of 
Anerica, sat at the. counsel table with Kian‘attorney MATE, n. 
tUnrhy, JR. prior to ths pre liminary “heasing ep at. 
Haymeville, Ajabana, on April. 26, „ 85845 1 ite f 


. i * 

on Apri 28, 1057 „ GAIL ptated thot ho infornation 
liad co :2 to his attention * oh that the defense in“ 
captions) case 1.4 ht possibly; attempt to arrest GARY TOMAS g 
ROJE in connection with his appearancd a8 ‘a witness in 3 Het | 
Count,; Court in Haynevilile) May 3, 1965. GAMBLE atdted he , : 
had chec!z2d with the Sheriff's Office on April 28, 1965, and 

here was no indication that any action asainst, ROWE band ‘any 

sort was scheduled based on Pn, gata eet pea 77 

“He. ined hd woulda be alert e e with this 
natter and prapare to tale any necessary action to 1 ye 
attompto vy the defense ptorcreate, diff joulties ried 35 


LE . 


‘porns 28 oo the ind dals; listed bab, indicat 5 


55 . fens> was aoe 4 6% 1. eae 
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ROLERT THOMAS, 
2519 18th Avenue, North ; 
Dirningham or Nessener, Alabama ; ; 


ROSERT CREEL, 
1701 13th Avenue, 
Bessener, 2 


ROBERT CARROL, ee 
34254 9th 7a, North, : 
Mrningham or Eesbener, Abend 


+ 
II 
Lieutenant ROERT LARRY or LON 2 


9. 9 


Dirningham Police, . Department ; * en ee 
: 1 N 

Captain 1011 cock : 8 “ph 

Birmingham Police. el : 


EER PAGE, : 
In South 55th bercod, #2 
Rirainghan or Beason, 


LONENE FREDRICK, 3 
Dessems 7. Alavama, oes 


FREDRICK and ‘CARROL were biin “be 11 aii 1 We- 15 
nesses for the Setendant; ere ages ens. Ae 5 


11 a one 

on April 29, 1065, Gig dava bod that the derense 
in the WILEINS. case had requcsted subpoenaes Lor, ** rl 
In:; witiesscss i g 45 282 t: a 1 iene * 77 ej 


3. Roki Boo ren ty aah 
1 2 1 

LLOYD WALLACE ant, if} 7 

Route 1 

Moun olive, Gardendale; Alabe 


. 24 — 
JOYCE POWELL, | 1 Ni 
Route 1, 

Mount Olive, 44 N 


TARNIE ur, *° *-2 
9a court est, 2 
a ish oa A 
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L. HOLT, 
no address listed; 


DOROTHY ROWE, a 
care of Carraway m Hospital; 


4 N 
Colonel AL J. LINGO. 3. 


On April 30, 4985, GAIIRLS advided that he had dis- 
cussed the problems raised concerning the, use of Bureau wite- ° 
nesses in the trhl and tie ‘possibility off the defense making 
efforts to enbarrass the Prosoeurion witnésses with Circuit 
Jud_e T. WERTII TIR OA D. He stated that the Judse had ind 
cated that he did not intend to allow tie defense to wander ~ 
afar in any cxploratory efforts to secure data from bureau 


41128 or Dureau. Agents which * D N to ae acts of 
‘this murder case, i 3 F. : wt 3 
/ ; tw 


« ay oh es a> at J * . 
The Judge advised ‘CAHBLE he F 1Anned ae 
hear “the arguments raised - by the defense tpounsel, MATT RN. - 
MURPHY, In., as to the ‘jurisdiction of the Court as U ‘result 
-of the Tresidonb 's announcerent of the arrest of the 8 
men in his chambers in ordor to avoid plearing the’ ar 
venire fron the courtroom, . eee: i e 


ö * 


3 i 
GANIBLE stated the Judgé further advised bam’ that ar. 
on effort was made to tales any act i0n * GARY THOMAS. 


ROE, sich as @rresting hin, he would mAke evéry effort:con- - 
sistent with his jurisdiction ‘to maintain him as a Witness,” 
and fre? from dus tody during the § course ‘of this. trial, 45 17 
3 . 
The ‘Judge further advised the diréust’s Solicitor 8 f 
that an action consistent with his authority: that he could ee 
tate to avoid any corplicated situations over the witness * 
ROJE would be taken whersver possible, GAMBLE advised that 
the Jude vas determined that this trial would be conducted 
_4n a d2corous orderly manner and-he Was going to. permit no 
d2.onstrations by an. parties which we os An any way prejudice. 
the Jur.. ä 1 ’ a0 1 oe Qa Fe: 
6 4 


| On hay i, 1965; tt the W ‘Post Herald, e 46117 
newspaper pul: lished at Di shan, Riabana, under date Line . 
of Wey. 15 1263, carried i. roljowing ef releasc: Ar oe 
ie 2 . 7 7 * „* 2. * a 
| 1417 i, ‘MURPHY, . a torney) for? cih, 5 


BATON, 9 W are sa sobs ] ica 751 17 
4 é ’ 1 * 


* * 
* 
— 


re 
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; 5 * od 
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eape and I mi ht ask for all three to be tried at once. 
was granted a request for separate trials for 4. 


what on har, 1965, 

2tim; at Bladon Springs, “Alabama, 

ond bet:icen 200 and 300 persons attended she meetin; 

DUIAGAN, Coffeeville, Alabama, appeared tO be in charge of 

the meet in,, Which was held in a State Fark. 

duced ROBERT CREEL, Grand Dragon of the United Klans ß 
America, from Dessemer, Alabama, CREEL later introduced 
three nen wno were "“{dentified as nen charged with — 

Of Haun nee. rere * 


5 . 

HOLLIS CURL, Editor, Choctaw Gounty * a 
N Sispaper published at Butler, Alabana, advised SA 
=i ‘hat ROBERT CREEL,. Grand Dragon,’ from Besg 
avana, attended &n orpanizational meeting of the, 
Klanat Dladen Springs, Alabame. , CML. S 

and introduced three men Who were ddentaf ed as being the 
persons that were arrested for the nurder of victim LIUZZO, 
CURL stated that these three wen did not 8 

introdvced at this mee tim with a comment, 
men lool: like purderers?™ = 7 


5 „ Vy the Bs. 2 74 13 


der,! . 


y CREEL 377 these 


NED 3 „ 
DUNAGAN intro. | 1 


— 
e — 7 


0 7 
° eo, 


Kiux a + 
oks at, the pmeeting = 


ak and mere only | 


On May 6, 1965, ‘ an article head An stat Choctaw | 


County Ad roca. of Butler, Alabama, 
shed 2 
at Bladen Springs Klan Rally; One, on Trial *. tp. * 


a weekly. newspaper pub- 


r, under the caption. 7140270 Defendants pppear 7 


x 
The 12005 is ast out dn -eubsténce as Y roLiows: ae 5 


12 


For the est ina tod attendance dr ‘approximate ly 200 
persons lad t Saturday nicht's rally of the Ku Mux Klan at 
Bladen Srrinzza, the appearance of three ‘defendants in che 
LIUZZO slain cane as Quite a surprise. ‘WILKINS, BATON and 
-THORAS ap); cared at the rally in the coi y of Alabama Grand 
Dragon ROLERT PREEL | and Kian, attorgey MATT . Jun Ire n. 


„ 41 8 0 

Kian Grand Dragon "REEL . 47 the 
rally at hiaden Springs and uslcod 
wen 100 Lito surde)ors?". 
fo AE a talc iby . r e faves 


22 1unpitr, attired an irland robe, 


a: 


st speaker of” the z Les tea Pee wn indir: ry 75 


coup at 8 


hose attending “do chose 
Their appearance at the rally <4 


aT 


Act it aK 
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‘ 

. 
— 3 

2. 
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ee 
— 
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t : 
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tional finance, and the "Zionist Jeu. . MURPHY lashed out 
ad the Government's practice of punpin:; financial aid into 
countriss that are hostil2 to the United States. Several 
times he wentioned an unbelicvable sw. of $84 billion which 
he said was piven to a sirall European country hardly larger 
than Choctaw County, Alabama, lle also remarked at the wealth 
of this country, or any tier country, u 11d e * „ 
l amount was spent [hare re. 1 i os, * 
17 7 4 
“While MURPHY te! talk uas dere ant 1t us lert 
to the Graiid Dragon CREEL to comment on what most * those 
in attendance had apparently cone to hear. CREEL, vear ing 
an emaraid green robe which he later ramoved, talked prirarily : 
on the civil richts question and the Kian ts ‘opposition to the 
inte, ration of the races; He ‘coinmented -qn the recent trouble 
at Selr a, Alabama, and elas: nad that Reverend REEB'& ‘body was 
cremated because it was Protten'with cander and sypiiidis,” - 
Reverend REED died at a Birminchasr meee ‘after wag o 
dur in, racial tincidents at f 5 8 3 "Ts 


2 Klan's opposition to bin Federal Reserve System, 578 * 


—— CRERL aa attacized thd RAE |, free te sock ' . 
ram bacld by Governor ONE WALIACE.. dhe said tlat this 

was one b.. An., he and the Kian differed on with Governor 

WALIACE, CRESL said that he did not want * three 011 
roing te sclio0l with a bunch of. "runny nosed nigsers,“ sa a 


dat he would bre his t § booles ang, urged » ‘others o 


1 4 “ae ts 4° — a 

ve Allowed to g che s pares: 41%. 42 ce. 1 0 | 
TRIAL OF gor ian LEROY WILKINS, m. ¥ ,, ° Ar 

IE 3, 1055, Aw HIAYNEVILLE, Ai &! * 


n lav yaks," 4.67 : 
vised 87 hat Ti. 2 trial. in cap Ohnee natter p72 
a:nnist 5 Jie. U Paiva MIIK Illis vegan Ma, 3, 1905, at 
III :e 1112. Tuo motions were filed by the defense sornsel, 
-HAIT VI, Iinnkim,; In., and were ‘ruled on dz, the Court,, the - 

first net co cohtasted tae. . — of the Court degabse of 
pu c. attendant to the niouncenent or subjects arrest 

b. Iresid po JOHNSON, this motion d denied, A second motion 


to interviay State witnossed, -GARY arta ud ROSE and LEROY MOTON, 
was crantod, ° 3 ae 72 . 


N. central” Staidard ae 
»baerved ae od 34 ighy 
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peolicit; man for the United Klans of 8 Inc., Knightd 

ol the Ku hiux Klan, entered the office of County Solicitor 

An the Courthouse at Hayneville, Alabama, ROTO proceeded to 
set up a cictaphone and a tare recorder, both of which were 
placed in front of GARY THOMAS ROIE, LiURPHY then asked ROWE 
the dat2 he testified before the State Grand Jury.” ROGIE 
stated he lad nothing to say at this time, MURPITY then asked 
ROJE if he had taived im-unity before the State Grand Jury and 
ROJE answered that he had not waived imminity, MURPHY then 
asked ROJE if he had waived immunity before the Federal Grand - 


Jury and ROWE a; ain stated he had nothing to say at “this time 


and would answer no questions. ia 420 
1 ° : 


2 3 > * — we ee Om Be — — — — — « rr. 


um Hx then askeéd ROIE under what circirstances he 

wovld anz: izr his qvestions and ROWE stated he would answer 
URFIY's questions from th? witness stand in courb. NURFHY 
then told ROTON to turn Off the fachines and state she’ would | 
ask no further quent ons at that tine. Bsfore thd bat, inmning 
of the interview and prior to the :tife the recordin machines 
were trracd on, MURPHY asked ROWE'4f he had seen 2n‘*the * 
paper tit he wore a gun at the Grand Jury and asked ROWE ar 
he wer2 arred at that t ino. ROWE stated he was nat arted at* 
that tir: and he had not been armed during the time he testi- 
fied tefore the Grand Jury. a 1 8 


Shortly after tie arrival of infrur and ROLON Af the 
the Cc: aby Solicitor's office at Hayneville, ‘Alabama, Lowndes 
Count; Si:eriff FRANK NYALS serve the ‘following summons-en ._ | 
GARY TAS NOE: "The State: bf Alabama, Lowndes :County - 
Circvit Court, Second Tudicial Circuit of. Alabama, to any: 
Sheriff of tie State of Alabama,’ Greetings: Tau are hereby 
Sh e to sumaong CARY ids ROH to appear before tire. 8 
Circuit Court to bo held for said County, at the place of 
hoid in., tie sane within ‘thirty -days fron’ service of this 87 
process, then and thereto answer the complaint of sATT R.“ 

Ini, 1 ‘Witness my .hand this third - Bay of May 1965. 
Signed 8. il, CHAHPION, Deputy Clerk.“ The complaint as noted 
on ti:32 ssper 822 forth the followings’ “MATT H. MURPITY, M., 
pla:znt ir, versus GARY Tuts ROE, defehdant, “Gount One, 
Tlaint if f claims | 7876 the sfendant the dum of 6, 000 and no 
hrvndred dollars (45, 000 100] for professional services rendered 
be the Bg 4K 1527 the defendant at his request, on the, . . 

3 wit, gacond day of April, 1965, which gum of wore, wath 
tere 2g t'ereon, 18 ove ard an d‘and is tho pers 
. Aah Jan,, Si ned dese, 2s Pit, ir PY Labs 8 


ROE e at dus eile 27 was er a sthat! be ‘Tie. 
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nat owe Ini any money and if HURPITY is. making tus n 
f@r legal services for mating his bond, he is incorrect as 
dd not request either of these services of MURPHY. ä 


* x 
, *, F 
‘ 7 4 
renn. 
A 
* N ö : 
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On lay 4, 1965, an article appared in the nobz 10 
Tress Qo,;ister, a daily newspaper published at Ho rdile, NIabana, 
und2r the caption “Inite, Male Jur; Chose for MIQUnS.“ anes 
articlc is set forth in guivstance as fol us: b ae 
4 ‘ 2 75 
A white, male ie was chosen on May 3. 1965, om > 2 
try a youn; Alabamian for has life in thé slay ing of a I. AN is 
wouan 8141 11. Its demonstrator, A Ku Mu Kian leader sat 
at the defense “table as ths trial ers 
12 * | 7 ‘sil ilies ae . — — . 
or the Bh men ruled elipible to serve on the jury 
three adwitted to Klan-mem’ership, This did not disqualify 
then, but the 8tate quickly el im nated the three n when it . 
exercissd its page $e excuse "ab enaga tts + taken a 2 29. 3 
. r a 
poftondant contig depo” Atkins? his dark: hair Gre 
cut, sold very calm, He sat quictly ith’ the other tus 
- defend: ants in die jury box during the selection of. 4 jury. 
Fac in, ac: har;e that could 1 iife Amprisonment or deatn, 
the von rl was Lober faced. 7 „„ 


„„ Madi, Saeed 


The hunde 1 yatehed 1 a8 prospective 
jurors - many of them farmers .-'were questionéd about 3 * 
attitudes. One of the prospects ye. durore was a Negro, AR ee 
Falls, foreman of a cattle, rand „„ Most of- the wen wore suite 
or jacixets. ee. shee oe 2125 Re 1 


: 


‘sch 3 is 
sitting with 3 and his rin rt of tne 
tine was ROLERT fi, SIMLTON, MR. of Trscaloosa, Alabama, §§=-—sSs-— - 
Inperial Wizard of the United Kians of America; ine. SHELTON 
said “I'm here in the inte .. of hanes 0 beds {individuals 
Cort a 8 trink.“ f iy 25 sh ery 4 4 ae ghee 
At the be. Inning or: ‘th ‘trial, ‘defense attorney MATT - 
H. WURPIN,~ M. called attention to the àbsenee from the dourt- 
room of Iresident -JOWISON ter whom fe had obtained-A subpoena , 
as a dufense witness. ¢ 4 5 1 ee * Nr “dep rr 
2 41⁰⁰ on the deferise-wi dong List and ‘\.cont uad FEI 
director J. -EDGAR HOOVER, Moitier official, As expegted 70 =. 5 
ahne ½ sulpoena which san-be sceryed n ie State |. 13 
d is not ‘bapding on 1 48 n- bn tears? © 5 Bei Ma: 


MO 44.1245 


Defense attorney contended that when the Presiden * 
nounced the arrest of the Klan members .in the killin’; of 


pigs, LIUS'0 and he condeimed the Rian for what he called 4t 


use of "tho rope and the gun, the tar and feathers to terrorize 


their n: .org, their constitutional de 2 to a fair Seiad 
was violated, 


course Of tie tria 


Five u 
to tie stand 


testificd ; 
Lowndes County, Alabama, °, 
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8 ee ate Wat 3 . . 
ae Following oro on che stand was ‘the e 


Toxicolo;ist Dr. PAUL B. SHCTFEITT., who told the fury he per- 
for 7d 72) antersy on vietir LIUZZO ie a e me ES 
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98 * a] , 5 ry 22 it. : 

11 es * aal MO FETT N 0. Aescriva. what aif a0 
Yat Tint she 2 a e 8 f-wrasdierd And Pais 
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* 4 * 
nk Asked Dr. BHORPEIT? ir ne could eli af ind 
victim IIZ ZO had had sexual relations with any individual, 

The prosecution objected to this question and was sustained 

be the Court. defense attorney MURPHY also-asked about the 
condition of the body of Ius. -LIUZZO and Pr. BIIOFFRITT —* 
"4t was ienerally unclean, * 0 1 ie 17. ‘ 2 Jet 


Arter tos ) norrEITr, 'the e 
placed on the stand who testificd as 
follows, according 


2 
22 ray 18 rae = 

Rik fe _ 
Tee AIT Tam. 


V 
After testimony ‘6° GARY TIONS BA 
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ee eis Court recessed.and doſensgse 
attorn:. NTT Mts Lave an dismediate impromptu press con- 
.forenc? outside of the Covurt!-ouse wherein he called GARY - 
THOMAS RE 2 1 „ pimp, and stated he would tale 

GI, taxpayers, or es: a 2 


mon2; Tro: the 


* 


. 


further advised that .. 
r io bh 77 ; se conse 101 SHY 

in 3 l ry a a er She ay. 8 
nr WIN ok tie 7182 Ulk WILLIAMS gopld not 
make the sam éxamination dn the Witnéss stand du he made 
in the Imtoratory in Washin;ton, MURPHY stated this * 
that this problem was a very vital issue in the eabe, He 
said tht considerable pressure was placed on this case in 
seek in.; a conviction by the Fresident and this might be the 
reason t's th? same exanination could not: be done on the 
-witness stand as was done in the Jaboratory by WILLIAMS,'~ - 


5 Ar ror presentation of this test b i ES Gio e 
ad its nn A as Ss, | n f victim, 7 5 11 2 
. *. 
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ARTIIUR GAMBLE, Circuit Solicitor, in his closinz § 1 
al unents before the jury s:nmarized the te onv presented - - 
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ee After the above ar_uwient by defense, attorney NURPIL, 
Circnit 2e THAGGARD used approxinately twenty minytes to 
char:e t':2-jrry and explain tne different deres Of murder 
and .anslecshter and various 1e al aspeots:in reaching a 


verdi ct. oes (( 14 * 8 


920 0 * f 0 3 : 5 


— At 310 p. n., Contral Standard Time, the Ioundes 
M. and wont into. 
1 ste 4 a * 1 
3 aie. N 924 . i. 


wS . 


Cent, dra geok the. cacs unde)’. 8 
84 


dite, “fon on May 6, 1955. . 129 
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FF Eo Or. ete FCC 
Shortly after 6. Su vent intod de 11 berat ion, i thbe7ß7 


2 * 8 2 4 ws 29 
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HO 44-12h5 , 
a i 22 * 1 ° 
.rgturned to the courtroo and ingvired avain concernin: the 1 
dat inc ton betw2en the de re@s of un: rder and nangslan: nter 


aid rot. rid bo the jur; roo for the j urpose of consider 
- See CaS" tT PN. 


Tne Jr, renésned in deliberation until the worn- 
in, of Mav 7, 1°65, When they a ain returned to tie covrtroor . 
and: ac: several inquiries of Circuit Jude THAGCGARD, One. 
Snquir; coicerned a., ain the distinction between the de,ress .:. 
of werder and nanslaughter and tie otier Anquiry related to 


tne ao: nt of wei: ht t. at ghould we Liver to the testimony of 
an acco..::licc, i 3 


1 


— @—<- — — 4 


At 4:00 p. u., bentra! Standard T4, the jur. vas 
called inco the courtroon d, Circuit Jud.;se THAGGARD and tle 
qr, fore. an, CLIFFORD NéMURIHY, was quegtioned as to the : 
possitility of reaching, a decision. The :foreran stated that 
they had reacined no decision and tiat tha Jury was’ hope 18810 
M At 4:05 p. w., Central Standard Tue, on aß 
7... 1035, the Ciréuit Judge declared a vistrial dm: reference 


to che yosec:tion of COLLIE LEROY. WILKINS, a ö 


advised on Hay 7, 19657 
that vacsmo em ers of tie jury nad seen questioned after : 
7.12 ria concernin~ r tool in., 5s and the pro. ress of the 
trial. lie said that CLIFFORD MeHURPHY had stated dach 
member of the: qury assessed the evidence with a different © 

pair of 2283. 1 don't believe there was any racial : 5 

or sectional fee 1 ing in this decision, I don't believe any a 
wan din t. qury roo was cfiec 28 or aan by the. arfilia- 
tions of a one on either side. i „ 


} | 
icITURPITY also stated that the en was ten rer con- 27 oe 
viction ian two had held out for acquittal, 8 3 


* ky * & 


EDI mm SALLES, another one of the jurors, had advised 
the press “it would have had to de on nanslaughter because 
we could not have cone that near to a a at 11 on 
2 higher charge." | 


M : N od © 
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When SALLER was asked as to the arrect Wen 11 
Jer of defense attorney NUNRIHY's rerarks on racial ‘projudice, 
ILES replied "I think @ great many of us were insulted wee 
az reat anten and he t.uBt - hape. thought we were ag, tete, . 2 
1A uora t to ne taken in fy that act.” ALL als ted .°s. t 
e cannot allon murder 6n tis highway, here te S . 
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The two hold out jurors in the case were also 8 
astioned ::; 7 press. DILLY R. CIEATIALM, a boolbtee per, 
said of 1.48 reasons for vo bin,, acquittal, ny Gidatt accept 
his (NO. 18) bast dio: wy = not Wwnen he swore before God and 
broke nis oata," > 


The other hold ont juror, DAN LEE, a mechanic, told 
newsien, referrin:, to CIICATIIAL, "me and hin pretty well are 
on tne a.. 2 side.” Both jurors denied any Klan affiliation, *. 
however, ChEATIAS said that he is a rembe# of the White ~~. 
Cit sons Council and LEE said he was a forv-er werver, Asked 

he world have 11l ad to 880 ROWE as a defenda: at Nen 
NIIIng, C.! Tini replied, “vor, very i-ueh so,” ane LES 
said, “I a ro. 


2 
: & 


The oath that the ‘hold out jurors referred: 7. 7 
accordin_ to REX THOMAS, was the Klan oath which an. individual 
take g. w. O: adi :ission to the Klan and this bath endg-with .' ™ . 
will di? rather than: ‘divul:; e sdire, . 80. help: me God.".: Ae es 


—— -KTANSIEY ODSERVED AT THR 3 
MIAL OF COLLIE LEROY WILKINS s 


— f the Birmingham PBI Office. is He 
acqvaintcd wi ne followin, individvals. ;and Ol: peryed them | . 
at the trial of COLLIE LEROY IIA: ie thors TE ey ve 0 


a 2 5 

norrnr n. SIBLION,' imperial Wizard, „ or 
Anerica, was present each da, of the trial, lie sat at the 
covnsel t 12e with attorney ATT H, VURPHY, JR, part of the 
tins, amn is known to be imperial Counsel of . United | | 
Klaus of fu erica, 1 2 4 . 7. LS oe 5 

ELVIN SEXTON, a nber 6f the United Kiahs or 
Awerica ro. Tuscaloosa EKlavorn uo, 5, was observed in the 
-covrtroo:.. aad was observed to bring in a large us wal box or 
1112 ca. jnot and place at by SHELTOI's chair. a * 


On Tvesday mornint, May b, 1065, CHARLES ‘CLAYTON 
KELLEY, 2 warts ver of Dessener Klavern No. 20, United Klans of 
Auer! besrved entering tus courtroom, on hay 5, 4965, 
SA. pointed out one CURTIS O. DOLES whor: bead 1 
kf a:: 751 of tine wee Kians of hee Wax gH: As é 3 ves 
„ ~  RODERB 8, rndins, Grand Titan; ia Klanb or 
Arges also testified an 2 defense witness for DOLLIE or 
WIL. ; ee: ee 3 


ot 


WRe.- rs. 
. * = N peta . at 


— 
“a 7 


oo 
EUGENE REEVES, Exalted 0594 of Kiavern No. 13 
off the United Klans of Arerica, was also used a defense 


witness. 


It was also orsorvod b; een EDWARD | 
R. FIELNS, Director of t::e National States ights ie was 


present in the courtroom on May 5, 1965. eh | oe 


A characterization of United Klans of b n 
Knishts of tne Ku Klvx Klan and of the National States ghts — 
Fart~ are contained in ti appendix to this report. | 
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APFENDIX 


UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA, INCORPORATED ° 
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN (UNITED KLANS ) 
A. 


Records of Superior Court of Fulton County, 
Georgia, reflect that this Klan organization was granted a 
corporate charter on February 21, 1961, at Atlanta, 
Georgia, under the name United Klans, Knights of the Ku 
Klw: Klan of America, Ine. 


A source advised on February 27, 1961, that’ -.- 
United Klans was formed as a result of a split in U. 8. 
Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klans, Inc. According to the 
source, the split resulted from a leadership dispute and 
United Klans has the same aims and objectives as the parent 
group: These are the promotion of Americanisn, ae 
supremacy and segregation of the races 7 


7 . 


f 
' The first source and a second source advised in 

July, 1961, that United Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan 
of America, Inc., merged with Alabama Knights, Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan. The merged organization established head- | 
quarters in Suite hol, The Alston Building, Tuscaloosa,’ - 
Alabama. The organization 4s directed by ROBERT SHELTON, 
Imperial Wizard, and is the dominant Men group in the South 
with units in several southern states. 


2 ar * 8 
— thak ie « ‘meeting at 


Prat‘«ille, Alabama on October 22, 1961, the U. 8. Klans, ;... -, 
Knights of the Ku Mu Klan, merged with the United Mannes 
of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku * . re © ah 
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A} SCENDIX 


WATIONAL i PARTY 


On November 26, 1957, a source advised that the 
United Whi:e Farty (UWF) ui organized at a.convention held in 
Knoxville. Tennessee, on November 10, 1957. An article in the 
November 26, 1957, issve of the "Greenville Piedmont,” a news- 
paper of Greenville, Sovth Carolina, reported “the recent 
formation ial new political party, to be known as the United 
White Far ty. Acceriing to the article, the party was formed 
Dat a recert!y held meeting in Kroxville, Tennessee, at which ~~~: 
many klansr.n were represented. The UW? was reported as be ing - 
opposes tu a}] “race mixing nn. ree individuals," 


Ih uly 1958 desue of "The Thunderbolt," self- 

described e ‘ee official Racial Nationalist Organ of the 

National States Rights Farty" (NSRP), reported that rank and 2 

file Stag RKighters” had merce3 with the UWP under the banner? 
of the Natiers? States Rizhts Tarty, with national offices at 

Post Offi: Fox 26], Jeffersonville, Indiana. | 


7m November 1958 a tcurce advised that the NSRP 10 
compoced » past. members of klan-type organizations ang 
notorious »rt1-Semites. : 9 


4 . 
Istue Rurter 19, 1 June 1960, “The — 

anrournce i. 14 g of the headquarters of the NSRP had been . 
changed ‘ „ 76 "*fersonville, ere to Fost * Box 783. . 

Birmingham, Alabama . 3 


ke - — ——U—«ͤäc ᷣ —— 


Iscve Number BM dated ** 8 . 8 
bolt,” reales ts the ma 111g address of the — by ou 11 Post 
Office Rr 783, Birmingham, Alabama. 
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Qn December 12, 1963 a source 1 that EDWARD R. 
FITLDS. th ‘‘sformation Mvesto- of the NSRP and Editor of 1 
arne mund . 91 +," 48 the Individual who “runs the NSRP.” ae 


— FT Lhundond- 1t" cines to publish articles oa 
atlagkine v VOSS and i r * the Jewish. faith. . i 
. oe aos 


3 — 


° — 5 . 


ee erb 


JS 


{  #D-96 Mee. 8-22-64)- 


: 

; Inte. Trisea = 
i iMe. Namo 
' . Mr. — a 
: Se cos Mr. Casper 
4 

i 

: 

; 


Dote: 5/4/65 2 


(Type in plaintext or code) . 


DIRECTOR, FBI 
ATT: ASSISTANT DIRECTORS ALEX ROSEN 4 
M. C. SULLIVAN 


SAC, ian (Aus) ‘ 
EUGENE THOMAS, N Ai — 
J 
5 


MRS, VIOLA GREG Libro. AKA., 

ET AL VICTIMS, 3 
G 2 „ 
2 — . 2 de oe > ‘ 

a * F. * ‘ 59 

. ae * 7 1 


CIVIL SUIT AGAINST GARY THOMAS ROWE 


On 5/3/65, GARY THOMAS ROWE, the Bureau informant 
who is appcaring as a witness in the fiuzzo murder trial in > 
Lowndes County, Alabama, was served with a civil summons by 
the Sheriff of Lowndes County.: This summons notified ROWE * 
that he was the defendant in a suit for the honpayment of 
funds due for professional services rendered to hia N 

N MURPHY is the counsel for 3 defendants int 


Ii0ZZo case. 75 ee ej Peace 


eo" 22 gat. 


RPS claim calls for 4 * withak 30 days inf 
the Circuit Court for Lowndes County, and there 4s no ques 
tion about ROWE's being within the jurisdiction of the co 
since he was served by the Sheriff ät the be M. E 
Courthouse in the presente. of Bureau Agents, 1 


it . de Bot 
INVESTIOATIVE POTENTIAL iN mus en 48 


. 30 e , an? terer 
one of MURPHY's claim aga. nat Ae free 27) i 
a | | 


* . 8 17 


3 2 al Went in Charge 
—— n 1 
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1. It should be . easy to establish : 
in}this investigation that MATT MURPHY is a — of the 
Ku Klux Klan (KKK), . 


2. The KKK oath which MURPHY may have oe ee 
joining the Klan, if it follows the pattern of some 1 GR 12 1 


Klan oaths, may possibly place him in the position where hes r . 
is sworn to uphold the KKK over his country, his God, and his* 75 25 
profession, This situation is noticeably true with the dni te F, 
Knights of the KKK of Miesissippi, and a similar argument 7 
be found in the case of the oath MURPHY may f have taken, | 
2 gh psa — — “tPF — 
3. It appears that at my be possible to establish | 
that MURPHY nen prior tothe day he performed the legal serv- 
ice for which he is olaiming reimbursement, that ROWE was 1 
acting in the role of a government witness; For MURPHY to 8 te 
port to represent FME, under the citcumstances where, he sa 75 
represented three other defendents and had, sworn loyalty 
the KKK, be at best unethival and the bas ib for censure at 
least by the State Bar 97 porsibly’ oven 1 detion. 98 
. 4. WORPHY may be e dy being required to 
produce his records to show. the consistency of this fee 1th 
his norm fees, for example his charges for the defehse of.. f 7 . 
WILKINS and the other LIUZZO defendants, - A ‘showing ‘my be ae 
required of fees he has charged in other . beg zun, 4 
has appeared before: Ue. 8. re ees Bs in iver te 1175 * at 
—— | 5 5 rT 1 e y “rela E. 5 1 gat! 
* e „ »I 3 ee 
5. It may be bliown that no * Caches r 
ever entered into between ROWE and MURPHY; thet MRR merely. : stg 8 
presumed to act on the behalf of ROWE, operating in his 3 
es attorney for the KKK, It may be; possibly shown in this 
gard that JURPHY 4s now bringing this Bik. action with a 1 * 
* hurting Rouge * 1 FA mi dat ine hin, ass witness. 
6. i my rurthbf A shown that?MuRPHY was. 3 * 
gent in dirpàtching his respons ibi 4 t ies as counsel er ROWE, 
since he had failed to learn that the matter had been before’ 
the Federal Grand Jury, and ROWE had not been indicted; hee : 
fact that this Grand as! 13 217 ome and information - 
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nvatlabie t out news services, dune te tha t i 
2 would have caused an attorney representing a poten- 
endant to consult with the USA's Office to determine 
‘the grand jury actually had affected a forthcoming ~ 
igainst hie client. MURPHY's failure to take such 

‘2y be labeled as complete pa a ade for his W . 
ind most unprofessional, — ; 4 


7. With the showing of the parc Pye ston, an 4 
Vy possibly be madc in open eourt or the grand jury 
‘vofessional services MURPHY furnished ROWE for leck of 5 ae 
2 and for bias against hie olient. His lack of good —— — 
bringing this suit may alm be exposed to public the iit = 
„ On this basis, rclief for ROWE may be asked in 
t of court costs against MURPHY. a Pe 
Be “It 4s apparent that a successful prosecution! he 7 . 
tleim by MURPH¥ would result in an expense to thes 82 7 
nt since ROWE wae. acting under the guidance df Burehu 
ad Departmental At torneys in 3 ing 2 5 * at 
t him at 211. 1 : | 


. 
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MURPHY'S PURPOSE IN THIS SUIT : f „ a Taste 


Lowndes County Circuit ‘Solicitor (ARTHUR K. wea ab 
sed that his press contaots have indicated. to Hin 
Hx plans a comeback as a lawyer and possibly a .-: Th ae 
I comeback as a result of the victory he antioirh tebt . 
ling the subjects in this case. . MURPHY is most 1. 
to embarrass the government and the FBI in conneotib bik? 
| @efense of this case, 3 3 a hate 21 } 
e * N f a 


POTENTIAL FOR GAIN IN DEFEATING MURPHY'S Sur 


-It is apparent that an excellent ‘opportunity e 
11 tus tion for showing in open court that MATT ante i 
versive; that he is Gishonest, e@ and of 3 1 . 
onal competence, Such a showing would be u 8 a iy i bass 5 f . . eg 
WRPHY and would 2180 affect the prestige of the . * 


4240 ; ee 


Consideration, should be given to suggesting to ‘Houde :3 
on Un-Amerfcan Activities that they consider 1 
’ 12 for Sutur~ hearing oh the role of. N sub ergi 
ing the ear ay the. KK. rail 25 
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MURPHY, along with ROBERT SHELTON andJ, B. STONER, = 

a few other key people, has a mjor role in Klan STONER, ¢- 
injthe South, There have been indications that the people 
in thie group have some knowledge of the facts in the Bapbomb 
case, and these people may also have some knowledge of the | 
Greenbombs situation. An opportunity to move against one of 
these men is rarely found. In view of MURPHY's vulnerability... : 
in this case, we may be able to negotiate the disclosure of c. 
pertinent investigative data by ss 1 * his „en 1 
over this claim against-ROWE. . oe betel OE 2 1 


5 . 


Since there appear to be no seribus objections to 
a Bureau investigation of MURPHY's claim, and we have the " 
opportunity to rekuff an attempt to extort $6,000 in addition | 
to damaging the reputation of MURPHY and the KKK, the recom- 
mendations set forth here ter are entitles to serious ae 
consideration. A* oa Dae wee... 
, ’ 7 > ie 
A 8 488 e mien nus t be considered 16 the 5 
ques ton of whether the government, 111 represent ROWE in tae 
defense of this suit, or whether he will require private a 
counsel. This is a matter: which should be. taken up wath * 
Department at this time. 1 * . 201 N 
' *. 
RECOMMENDATIONS; „ 3! % 44 44 . 
1. That the ra authorize ‘the 1 ote" 1 
the claim made by MURPHY in his:civil action agains sued 
Any i should be conducted 1 following the géneral ~ 
lines deccribed herein. Mobile should be designated as 
origin in this matter, since this suit is lodg — an State. 3 
Circuit Court for Lowndes County an the Mobile amare b — s 


+ 
-« 


2. That the Bureau consult the Department . Adout 
ROWE's ccurse of action in def ending himself in MURPHY's 
suit againct hin. A specific determination should be made: - 
es to whethcr the Department will ne 155 or whether © 
he will require Srivate * 0 8 
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UNITED STATES GO AEN 


Memorandum 


TO :° Mir imont | wate: May 11 1965 

: a 1 Sullivan 

ae 17 i Belmont 

FROM : A. Rosen : Rosen 
7 Malley 


C ; McGowan 
suBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; * ; Hines 


MRS, VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, | * 
AKA, Er AL. VICTIMS = | ea 
CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS ne oe 


FACTS: vero . 


0n 5/3/65 Gary Thomas Rowe, Bureau informant who is 757 2 3 


appearing as a witness in the Liuzzo murder trial. currently 

in progress in Lowndes County, Alabama, was served with a 
civil summons by the sheriff of Lowndes County. The summons Ai 
notified Rowe that he was the defendant ih a suit for, |. U 
nonpayment of funds due in the amount of $6,000 for professional 
services rendered to him by Attorney Matt’ Murphy. Murphy is 
the Klan attorney who represented Rowe and the other three 
Subjects at the time of their initial arrests on 3/26/65 an 
arranged for their release on $25,000 bond each, Thé summ 
requires Rowe to answer within thirty days in the circuit 
court for Lowndes County, Alabama. : If he does not answer, 


{it is possible that a default judgment could be obtained 


| ee 
against hin in the amount of 86, O-. 4 ae 27601 -QAG 
. . 8 . ° 5 


THE POTENTIAL FOR INVESTIGATION:}Q2 FC: 125 n. JUN 


: 3 1 we * 
The Mobile Office points out that should we Undertuke ~ 
to investigate Murphy's claim against Rowe, it would afford f: 
us an oppurtunity to establish his membership in the Klan to- 
discredit him as an attorney and expose to public Scrutiny Bis 
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Blemorandun to ur. Belmont 
RE: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; 


‘ 
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to ja Bure au Jnvestigation of Murphy's claim as it would afford 
th@ Bureau an opportunity to rebutt any attempt to extort -. 0 
863000 and in addition would damage the reputation of * 
and the Ku Klux Klan. 


anc + ‘PRs tore g 


o 4 


~ RECOMMENDATIONS OF MOBILE OFFICE: 8 


A 


Mobile recommended that the Bureau authorize the 
investigation of Murphy's claim against Rowe and consult the 
Department concerning Rowe's course of action in defending |. 
{himself to determine if the Department would — hin or 
if he would require private counsel, 1 


4 


OBSERVATIONS OF GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION: — — 


Attorney Murphy has publicly stated his 40066400 
with the Klan and bas been publicly photographed in Klan robes, . 
Under our domestic intelligence responsibilities we need ho | 
entree such as this suit to conduct an investigation Of Matt 
Murphy. Murphy's claim of $6,000 for professional services 
rendered is a private civil suit between & lawyer and his 5 
alleged client which does not constitute Any basis for a Bureau 
investigation. To inject the Bureau into the situation without 
full and complete justification would place the Bureau in an 
embarrassing position and Murphy would take full advantage of 
this, This same reasoning would also apply to any direct, 
participation by the Depertaent in. this it. eas ue 

21 

Murphy's claim against Rowe would appear r 
exorbitant and there is sone real question as to 1 oS 
arrangements for his services which should be resolved to avoid 
a default judgment being rendered against Rowe for the entire 
amount. If such a judgment was rendered it might offer a . r 
serious obstacle to the return of Rowe to the State of Alabana 


when and if further testimony is neden. 
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: SAC, Mobile 
From: Director. ‘FDI - 17 


EUGENE Tous, ET AL; 12 5 
Ins. VIOLA GREGG LIUAzd, 1 


AKA, ET AL - VICTIMS ae aoe 
CIVIL RIGITIE;: ELECTION 1 
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RoMOairtet 5/4/65 regarding the civil suit against 
Gary Thomas Rowe. The vag by suit of Attorney Matt M 3 
against Gary Thomas Rowe is not a matter in which the au 
desires to become directly involved, therefore, you are to 
conduct no investigation whatever concerning this suit. 4% a 
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Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI (44-28601) nee 


EUGENE THOMAS; 

ET AL: 

VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, aka; 

LROY JEROME MOTON - VICTIMS ' 
CR - EL fie : A 
(00: Mobile )-. 4 
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Re report of H „e, 5/25/65. Hel 7 


It 416 to be noted that no dissemination of referenced 
report will be made to the U.S. Attorney, Montgomery, Ala. , f 
or to the Departmental Attorney at Se ima, Ala., unt i such * 
tine as the Bureau furnishes approval for such dissemination. 
Copies are being held in Mobile pending receipt of n,, , 
approval. e 1 4 fs | 
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To: SAC, „ (44-1245) * 
Fron: Director, FBI (44-28601) — * ö 


EUGENE TIIOMAS, ET AL; Rec- b. j L 
VIOLA GRIGG LiuzZo, AKA ) a oo 10 
LEROY IEnOTm MOTON = VICTIMS | eee 
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAS . — —— 
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f aie 
Rourlet 5/25/65 neren report of. — et 


38 Nobile 9 6/25/65 oes x re 
a | 


Durcau approval 15 granted for 3 1 
of this roport to — 8 at Selma and: ea 


9. 8. Attorney * : * 
s * 
n. A: oe a 1 5 nh aS 


JJB/ral ; 1 | 
:! Ss I 2 
NOTE: The report of * 5/25/65 has been 8 
by appropriate Bureau supervisor. This report sets forth information 
concerning the state trial for burder of subject Collie LeRoy Wilkins. 
The trial lasted from 5/3/65 through 5/7/65 and resulted an a 
mistrial being declared on 5/7/65 when Jury reported hopelessly 
deadlocked. Information developed that jury voted 10 for conviction 
and 2 against. Report aleo contains information developed prior to 
the trial that the Klan attorney would possibly attempt to embarrass 
informant Rowe and the Government. Nothing developed concerning 
this other than Murphy being extremely critical of Rowe during the 
trial and be criticized the President and the Government for being 
involved in this case. Various menbers of the United: Lans of 
America observed 3 the trial. 4. * . 11 8 
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G ERAL INV ESTIGATIV. SIVISION 


we wchedys 147 78 Merence 
attorney 72 6% 857 a excingham 


Field Office. The Department has previously. 
zudicated it will stand veuun cons to the 
fullest extent ple: he was not indicted 
‘with other ects by the Federal Grand 
Jury; Department secured a prominent 
attorney to re resent him in local suit; = 
1 — — — miner OVC S 
‘Yestipiony was praised by local prosecutor 
und Rowe should expect the Klan to go all 

out to discredit h nes 
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INFORNANT'S TESTIMONY RE yor OFFERS: 60d.“ ak va 


In the “Now York Dally News" in ah article headlified, f 
“FBI Man Stings Klan Lawyer" it is reported that inforwaht 
Rowe testified in the state trial of Collie LeRoy Wilkins for 
the murdcr of Mrs. Liuzzo that an FBI Agent told his we 
couldn't care less what you say. Tell hin (Murphy) „xe offered 
you 500 acres of apple trees.” 1 11 1 
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. GENERAL INVESTIGA'..VE DIVISION 


; This case concerns the murder of civil 
‘rights worker, Mrs. Viola Liuzzo, between 
Selma and Mqntgomery, Alabama, on 

.3/25/65. 

Murder trial of subject Collie Leroy 

‘Wilkins began in State Court on 5/3/65. 

Gary Thomas Rowe is our informant and 
key prosecution witness. 

Il) be jury deliferated until 8 p. m., 
‘5/6/65, at which time they advised the court 
a decision did not appear possible within a 
Short period of time. The jury was locked up 
at 1 —7 Alabam: nel 9 a. m. — 4 
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| 6/2/65 , 
GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE Bi¥iSION 


This case involves the murder of civil 


rights worker Viola Liuzzo near Selma, 
Alabama, 3/25/65. 
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“ciao Gun Not Tested 162 Bes 
1For Prints, ‘FBI Says Gandy 


killed the civil rights worker about 
was not tested for fingerprints. oe ah Gant te 


pm 
| Klan — * Matt H. Murphy do ~ two "le ond one-half 
Jr., brought his testimony to aniand approximately 125 
abrupt e alter questioningl awa * the scene of 
six witnesses in an effort toll 
discredit a story told earlier — 
| the prosecution's eli 


E rt 


an sure of the time 
Circuit “solicitor Arthur E.jcould have been later that 
Gamble Jr., tte chief prosecu- night. 
tor, did not ‘indicate immediate. The FBI testimony chat no 
ly whether he sould put in 
rebuttle testimony. If not, the/the death weapon came after a 
case would go to the jury this member of the jury asked that 
afternoon in the fourth day el question, even though the state 
, the trial. | already had rested its case. 
The defendant. Collie Leroy. FBI agent Edward Lakey and 
Wilkins Jr., 21, did not testify.|Marion Williams testified that 
One of the So —1 did not make fingerprint 
Mrs. Lorene F ick, gave . e 
what could be an alibi for} The juror interrupted the trial 2 
Wilkins. with his questions and delayed The Wastfington Post end 


Mrs. Frederick, on tees Se 2 oe ae ee Times Herald 


t cafe at Bessemar, Ala., said jens cr want to to ie * there-wert ‘The Washington Pally ne ae 
The Evening Star 4 . 
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any fingerprints en the ail 
44 whether one wcre 
any fing 3 ts or gun.“ 
an Clifford McKAurphee, 5 
rmer, told the trial judge. 
Prosecution testhnony earlier 
emitted any reference lo ſinger- 
prints on the weapon. a re- 
volver, or spent ‘shells found 
pear the murder scene on U.S. 
= @ near here. 
a te Attorneys rested their 
- * ease without producing testi- 
„ mony about fingerprints en Ube 
{ Histol which FBI informer Gary 
Thomas Rowe Jr., chief pros- 
eculion witness, said was 
_ + wielded by Wilkins in shooling 
Mrs. Liuzzo. 
MeMurphee also said he want- 
r ed to know about “the erndi- 
\ftion of Rowe when the. FBI 
agent talked to him in Birming- 
ham after he (Rowe) had re- 


men pursued Mrs. Liuzzo's auto 
the night of March 25 and sped 
ast her in a hail of-gunlirc. 
we, who said he had a Inade4 
pistol but did not fire H. had 
told of the four drinking deer 
that night. 
The jurors questions followed 
‘a recess after solicitor Gamble 
Jr., rested the state's case. 


Agrees On Delay 


Althouth Defcnse Attorney 
Matt H. Murphy Jr.. already 
had calicd his first witness. a 
Stale investigator, he agreed to 
let the prosecution clear up the 
points raised by the juror. 

Gambic had indicated carlicr 
de would ask more questions of 
FBI ballistics expert Williams. 
who testified that the revolver 
identificd by Rowe fircd the 
death shot. 
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E and two other Klans- 


b 
rough. ~~ 
Defense attorney Murphy, 
throug 


h his cross-examination of ~ 


he said he took from FBI 


| has shown 0 
Nees Mmoee. 


29— 


{holds pistol he says he took 


Matt H. Murphy, Jr. Klan attorney 
counsel for 1 Collie — Jr., in 


eville, Ala., 


ing trlal at Ha 
the Liuzzo slaying ** ag 


revolver 
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Rowe, who said he joined the 
Klan at the FBI's 
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All-White Panel 
Retires for Night | 
After Four Hours 


By William Chapman 
Athen Pra: Soll Writer 1 
HAYNEVILLE, Ala.,| 

May 6—An all-white Ala- 
bama jurv began delib 
eralions tuday to decide | 
whether fo convict Ku Klux 
Klansman Collie Leroy Wil- 
kins of murdcring a White 
civil rights worker. : 
. After deliberating for four 
hours anid fifteen minutes. the. 
jury reported it was not near 
a decision and Judge T. Werth 
Thagerd sent it to its night 
quarters in nearhy Montgom- 
ery. 

“We hasn't rrached ea de- 
cision and wr don't appear to 
be near a deceseon.” jury forc- 
man Clifford hicMurphre 
iel. 

FLarlier. the jury had re- 


The Weshington Pest end 


turned to the cquriroom to 
ask if it couk! sclect a charze 
fess scrious than firsiderree 
murder. hazard told them 
that both serund-deerce mur- 
der and firatcleerce man- 
slaughter convictions could be 
returned. 

The Lowndes County jury 
seecived the case at 3:40 p.m. 
sites hearin: two hours of 
cen ona arzament that in. 
ecluck«? a blatant ratist appeal 


ply in Wilkins behalf. 


n bik arcuments, Afurhy 
w. ere bo the eurder victim, 
Viela Liv „ a a “white u. 
gee” who cme duwn from De 

wip the 
rights mouvement. She Was 
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by Alan lawyrr Matt if, Aur. 
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leni mn 


wildly. he 
nizgers,“ 


slain Narch 28 after the Alont- 
tame v 


oon sic 


Jeux, 


ident “Johnson, J. Edgar 
loovef and (be FBI. 


Bul an Afebama Assixtont 
Attorney Geseral. Joseph . 
Gantt. dlasted back, telling 
the jury that crime could not 
go unpunished regardless of 
focal racial beliefs. 


“This is the murder of a 
defenseicss woman... by a 
vellow-bellied cowarl!.” he 
charyed. looking straight at 
Wilkins. “I'm taping that 
Wilkins did that murder.“ 
Gantt even reminded the jury 
that serregationist Gov. 
George C. Wallace had calicd 
Mrs. CLiuzzos killing “A 


Toward act that should not. 


go unpunisbed. 

And Lowndes County, 
Solicitor Cariton . Perdue: 
told the jury that local people 


had nothing to do with the 
an 
today.” he aid. 


shooting. “You have 


epportunily 


“to stand up: and eey, Rlurders 


= stop. 
stale had buill “its case 


The 
fe the Sestinony f FRI n 
ey Gary Thoma Ta TOW, 


who tcstilicd that 
tber M ilkins lired at; 
Kirs. l.iuzzo's car. The defense; 


in. 


offered nu alibi taday. and 
Murphys bhanked all on his 
chance of swaying the jury in; 
a bombastic suinmation ‘ 

The Kian lawyer ripped into 
Rowe ask a paid informant who 
had violatcd the Klan“ oath of 
secrecy and could not be be- 
lieved. 


“He is a War and a perjurer, 
holding bimself oui to de a 
white man.” Murphy declared. 
“That's worse than a white nig- 
ger. 

Murphy's main egal basis 
for requesting acquittal was. 
an assertion that Rowe's eve- 
witness testimony was not cor- 
roboratcd sufficiently. Ue Sid 
that under Alahama law the 
testimony of an accomplice is 
nol safficient to sapport a 
porcerele-e mvh ien. i 

Un dis Bi-sninule charre to 


‘the jury. dudve Thavard told 


the pancl that if it dei · inet 


Rowe was an conte. it 


could ol .conviet Wilkins on 
‘the strength of Rowe's testi- 


‘mony alone. 


The chic! 88 4 


— — 


| 


dend 


„ in d blow-keved boat still 
stron mation, ma ~tirat 
Lowndes County cannot “wink 
at a cold-blooded killing or we 
will be lowering our moral 
standards.” 


Defense Tactic 

Murphy's first defense tac- 
tic was to get into evidence the 
woman's hiood-stained 
‘purse. Over objections from 
the prosecution, he introduced 


|some of ju contents, including 


Mrs. Liuzzo’s NAACP mem- 
bership card. The judge ruled 
some ifems. frrelevant.. . | 
During the 2] minu of | 
defense testumony, Aturphy 
called no alibi witnéssr 
could have placed Wilkins 


anywhere else on the murder 
ht. 


=> — «+ ae. oe 


es, including Imperial Wizard 
Robert M. Shelton of the 
Klan, who testified that Rowe 
had told a story about being 


offered a farm and money by; 


he FBI to testify against 


n and other Klansmen. 
(Rowe cesütied vester da- unt 


Murphy actually instrueted 
him put out such or 
Alurphy ealled six 80 
witnesses and tried to grt in 
fbeir answers to such ques- 
tions as whether Rowr had 
ence admitted 


questions were ruled irrele-; 
vant before the 
could answer them. 


Juror'’s Question 


— point a 


‘Foreman MecMurpher said be 
wanicd now the condition 
of Rowe “in rere t Ae 
sobriety” after the murder 
ride and whether fingerprist 
tests had been made of empty 


ishell casings and the alleged 


murder weapon. | 

FBI agent Neil Shanahan 
‘testified that Rowe was not 
under the influcuce of alcohol 
when he met him that night 
ner ni tener sak? mo 
finecerprini texts were made 


He produced three witness- 
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earrving a! 
Communist Party ecard. The: 


witnerses. 


of the gun or au- — 
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4 ) The bret gent 
bs _ Washingten,v.C. 


RE: HAYM:VILLE ALABAMA TRIAL OF WILKINS 
tiie IGANY Tessas Bie 


Dear Mr. Frrersidents 


all America should be grateful ie men Like vr. Rows an tor 
the splendid way that J. Edgar Hoover and the FBI handled this 
tragic matter, 


Surely our two New York Senators will cooperate in any nation- 
wide Svc ognstion for Mr. Rowe, ~~ K 


=> 


| the Jilerty 4s being taken of sending a copy of this letter to 
The Honcercble J. Ldgar Koover es a personal expression of gratefulness 
for the ay this case was handled - which redounds to the: great crel't 
of our corrts and the FB! in particular, 


-Canrot our President do something in a public ay, with the ai 
and edvicc of the House and Senate, so that proper recognition may 
be made fcr their action. 


i No person in uniform ever did more for his ne wi h reste 
| persona] rick, than did Gary Thomas lie. . 


* 5 : 
2 322 % „„ - | ae 


Rather then diminish - it would seem to sii that grees honor 
that goer vith a Congressional Medal of Honor. 


5 Nhat cen cur President do to let the world know how we feel 
| about @ brave man like Gary Thomas Rowe? b , 


The eSorificant paces ef the May Sth, 1905 issue of new York*s 
picture 7 per © the Uasly tlews - are enclosed 277 
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* a * 4 
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NA. c. 0 1 J, Ldgar ‘et ser,Director,feder-1 Bureau of 
83 ‘ashington, D.C. 
49 Wh 9 81 Hews, 220 Last 4znd Street,Manhattan Ao tagnth 

e. B. Poe II, Publisher, amsterdam News, 234 h Avenue, 
—— — eee N 3s fit h - — ——— 


9 


FBI 
Date: 6/ 4/ 65 


( Type in plaintext er code) nae 


EE „ 


—— 


SAC, MIAMI: elde ue 


EUGENE ee . f 

ET AL; ie. 175 
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11. 7 . I 214 4 ort pay 

2° 2s gee Bw 282... 9 4 A eres : 

Re Mant: letter. to. Birminghes. 5725/65. e . 


FF hie Sees 
ele for the. Bureau are. the -origénal : and 


six copies of 1 oncern ing info J 
furnished by re money collected 572. 2 
” Ft. Pierce, Fla,, for defense. fun pf subjects. i 


One copy eaci noe Lettarhend memorandum being 
furnished to Birmingh 9 No further invest i- 
gation of e ma t fas: NN by the e i 
Division. ae 8 28 718 @ 2 1 L r nies 

° poe er g oe [fe . „ 
ey 17 2 nns a chee 444 44er * 

BD i Bureau Enc. 7) (RM) , 
. - Birmingham (44-1236) (Enc. 1) (info) * 
1 - Mobile 2 152 * . axed Seat 8! 
2 - Miami f 
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ay. (ers DEPARTMENT „Or he oe 


e 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Miami, Florida 
June 4, 1965 


Re: EUGENE THOMAS; 
ET AL; 
Mrs. VIOLA 101220, 
ET AL © VICTIMS . 
9 


On May 24 and June 3, 1965, a source who has aos 
furnished reliable information in the past advised that > — —ꝛꝓ—— 
he has learned that during the trial of Collie LeRoy | | 
Wilkins, Jr., Ray Ovens, owner, South Dixie Restaurant, 

1010 South 4th Street, Ft. Pierce, Florida, had reportedly 
collected $600 in free will donations to be sent to 5 
Alabama for the defense fund. me collection was — 
airanged under the leadership of Wallace.Qens, who das 
head of St. Lucie County Rebels, Ft. Pierce, — 


Informant stated that from his past n 
of Wallace Owens he doubted if all or any of oe money 
actually reached Alabama. 


Informant described the St. Lucie 3 Rebels 
as a hastily organized group which met prior to the Fourth 
of July weekend, 1964, in Ft. Pierce, Florida, to protest \ 
proposed racial integration of the beaches and restaurants | 


fn Ft. Pierce. The organization hever met after wae 4. es. 


1964, and disbanded. ; e i+ „% @. 


This document contains neither recommendations | 
mor conclusions of the FBI. it is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents ate not 
to be distributed outside your er ee ee | a 
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} Hayneville, Ala, May 5—FBI undercover man 
Gary Thomas Rowe accused bullnecked klan law- 

‘yer Matt II. Murphy Jr. today of conspiring te 
Ismear the FBI by producing false evidence. 


As the accuration came from the witness stand la 
Lowndes County Court House, Murphy's pale blue eves e 
widencd in fury. He grabbed his hat from the defense table 
and flung it away, shouting: “You, you...” 

Judge T. Worth Thagard or- 
dered a reress an the defense 
lawyer id cool down. Five 

minutes later, Murphy epologized 
and the moder case against 
klansman Callie Leros Wilkins, 
“21, in the slavine of Mrs. Viola 


Liuzzo, a white civil rights work- 
er, continued 
Rowe, whe told a macabre 
story yesterday of watching night 
riders pump bullets into the car 
of Mr.. Liuzz, killing her, was 
the state's m · Kl damaging wit- 
mess arsinst Wilkins. 
_ Murphr, the imperial kionsal 
(counsel) of the klan, was trying 
fo e stray Rove's credibility when 
th esurtroom ¢cplosion came. 


200 Acics of Farmland 
Murphy charged that the FBI 
had atfered Rowe 800 acres eof 
farmiand in Minnesota if he 


2 . Bee. 
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The Washiagtos Post ead 8ünüũlc44c 
Times Herald 

The Washington Daily News 

The Eveniag Ster 

New York Merald Tribune ....... 

New York Anna 


a —— 


2 cooperate in breaking the 


Ameries. 

Rut Rowe denied it and, switch-. 
ing th: attach, cel Murphy . 
of instrocting him at a meeting , 
in Murphy's office to put that in- 
formation eul 


“Are you ax ing § tnld you 


“Ves.” Rowe ener replied. 


Berphy: “Von didn't tell me 
hat?“ Wis re ies ied 
4 with 1% 

, Rowe: Na. sir.” 

Ten Murphy flung his hat | 
2 the judee ordered the recess. 


1 * After the Murder 


ONE k en navel lg ty told his 
U | oe Cortes ‘in Murphy's 
dar ioflewing the 


k eof the United Kian el Bh 8-9 
| that ‘he 1 nay whatever he 


Ne ee te his g 


like- ! te Murphy. 
This was after the accused 


men had been questioned by the; 


FRI following the March 25 mur- 


tder bet before Rowe had 
Veevealed as an FRI undercover | 
that?” Murphy demanded. "js 


ev $e sl ifi thal 
8 %% 0“ * eof ul. lun Ar 
ay Um uu. tad 

Di Lee alien 
rre< ble. nee 

ut, Pee dive 0. Rowe, when 
he mentioned thix 3 Murphy, the 
lawyer dmr · i., ty seized on 
and said “+e : ill make 1 bot 
eres and &: . .“ 

rlier. Fave came 

heavy attack nn Murph 


the lawver u. · „ him 


mcr. Hi He said thut the 1 Bi had 
- A. an offhand 1 


New York Daily News 8 
New Yort Post 
The New York Times 

The Baltimore Sun 
The Worker 
The New Leeder 
The Wall Rireet „ — 
The National 0... 


People’s World 
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taken the klan oath. Rowe 
Pied —“Yes, such as Nr 
Murphy then read out the oath 
ef allegiance which includes the 
words, I will die rather than 
divulge the (klan) secrets. So 
help me God.” Murphy demanded: 
“You ss ore before God?” 
Ph ag oth. of my koe rites — to 


Kn A ge cn forces 


> 
PREP NG Re nt Bebe EER FORT EO ah eee PERT Pe ne: 


nm K , Ogee: 


with the FRI five years ago after 
he had been approached by an 
agent named Barry Kemp. Five 
weeks later he said he received 


. Meee — — © 2 oe - ob. . ——— 2 — . — 6 bee first t “for ex 1 ia 

: ) of $40. a anid te clad 0 00 — 
eeipt for the eash and State 
Prosecutor Arthur Gamble later 
flourished a bunch of receipts 
Scovering the period up te March. 

Frem $20 te $200 

They were for various sums 

ranging from $20 to more than 


ment for klan dues and to buy a 
klan robe. 

Murphy pressed Rowe on why 
2 had not tried to prevent the 


Rowe said he ured his first pay- 


shooting ef Mrs. Liuzzo. Rowe 
said he did not fire any shots him- 


Leelf. 

“I did not know anything was 
going to be done until they 
etarted shooting,” he ssid. — 
thought they were just gol 
stop the car. There are — 
ways of stopping another ear 
without shooting at it.” | 

Murphy twice tried te connect 

ith the Comm 


had ever received money from it. 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. as 
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UNITED STATES (O ERNMENT 


Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI (‘4-286C1) BATE: 6/25/65. 


G 71 SAC, MOBILE (44-1245) * ö 15 * 
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EUdRIE THOMAS; ET AL 
VIOLA GREGG LIUZ ZO, aka; 
ET AL - VICTIMS 

CR - EL 


Re Mobile airtel to Bureau, 5/6/65. 


Enclosed for the Bureau and Birmingham are tuo 
cop! es each of two photographs. g Bee 


Number 1 shows from left to right MATT 2 MR., 

r 5 and ROBERT? CREEL, Klan official, Besseme ne 
foto Number 2 shows MATT H. MURPHY, R.; WILLIAN TON; 85 
“WILKINS; EUGENE THOMAS; ROBERT CREEL. 
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From: Director, FBI (44-28601) - — “UC 1 


EUGENE THOWAS, ET AL:; 
MRS. VIOLA L1UZzO, AKA, ET AL = VICTIM 


CIVIL RIGHTS «~ ELECTION LATS : 
ee ee Se eee 


. * iNew « 


Reurairtel ey2a/ss entitled "Collie Leroy Wilkins; 
Racial Natters.“ ats 


¢ + 
With regard to _proceediog axaiect subject by 
Collie Leroy Wilkins on the probation violators warrant 
currently outstanding against hin, the Bureau considers 

this a metter entirely within the province of the U. 5. 
Attorncy'’n Office and the Departament of Justice and therefore 
cannot render any opinion whatever regarding initiation of 
9 to revoke his probation. 
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Collie Leroy Wilkins 10 one of the three gest 2 
presently under state indictment for the murder of Mrs. ‘nd — 
L@izzo. His initial trial on the indictment resulted in a is 
hung jury and he is expected to be retried in September, 1965. 

At the time of his arrest on 3/26/65 he was on probation for 
violation of the National Firearms Act which charge was brought 

by the Alcohol Tobacco Tax Division of the Treasury Depa tment 

and a probation violators warrant was issued. He is currently 
under $500 bond on that warrant. Birmingham has advised that 

AUSA Taylor has requested the Bureau's opinion and that we 4 
obtain the Department's opinion as to whether or not now would _ 
be the proper time to proceed against Wilkins to revoke the 
probation. The parole violators warrant issued from a matter | 
entirely outside of the Bureau's jurisdiction and the opinion 
requested of the Bureau by Taylor is entirely prosecutive a 
beyond the scope of the Buresy & authority to rene 
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FBI 
Date: 6/22/65 


Transmit the fd lowing in 


( Type in plaintext or code) 


DIRECTOR, FBI 
FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (157-1159) 


COLLIE LEROY WILKINS - 
Ru 


4 


Captioned subject was one of three persons indicted in g°-™“ 
connection witb the murder of VIOLA LIUZZO, At the time of his“ 
arrest in Birmingham on 3/26/65 a Probation Viola tor“ s warrant 
was also issued. He was not released at the same time as the other 
two subjects in this case because of the Probation Violator's 
warrant. He was subsequently released on an er nts bond 
because of the Probation Violator's warrant. . 


Action seeking to revoke his probation was withheld by the 
U. 8. Attorney's office until the State trial in Hayneville, Ala. 
had been completed. As the Bureau knows, the initial State trial 
at Hayneville ended in a hung jury. 
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BH 157-1159 


taken by the Federal Government might well interfere with future 
action planned by the Btate. 


Therefore, it is requested that the Bureau furnish its 
opinion and the opinion ofthe Department as to whether or not this 


As an appropriate time to proceed against COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, —-—4-.-. 


The Mobile Office should ascertain from the appropriate 
authorities their views as to whether or not Federal action insofar 
as revoking the probation of WILKINS would have any — =. 
bearing 1 the future retrial of WILKINS in local court. 


Special Agent in Charge 
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bart. 6-28-65 , Fé / 
l- Mr. Mohr A 
1— Mr. Callahan 
l- Mr. Belmont 
SURJECT: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; . l= Mr. Rosen 
MRS. VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA, ET AL l- Mr. Malley 
VICTINS l- Mr. McGowan 
CIVIL RIGHTS = ELECTION LAWS 1— Mr. Hines 
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St. John Barrett, Attorney in Civil Rights Division, . 11 
advised on 6-28-65 that the Department is in receipt of a . 
letter which Mr. Liuzzo, husband of the victim, wrote to the ö . 
White House. According to Mr. Barrett, Mr. Liuzzo requests 

that certain personal items belonging to the victim such as 

her wedding ring be returned to him; and that he also be 
compensated for loss of the use of the Liuzzo automobile which 
victim was driving at the time of her murder; and also.compensated 
for any damage that might have occurred to the car from processing 
by authorities. The instant car is being held by Alabama State 
Authorities for evidence in connection with the state prosecution 
of this matter, Liuzzo states that he has no basis. for a claim 
against the insurance company covering the car and he still 4 
required to make payments on the purchase of the car. a 


Mr. Barrett advised that the Department is réeplyi 

to Mr. Liuzzo informing him that the Department is writing to ; 
the Alabora State Authorities requesting that all items belonging 
to Mrs. Liuzzo not of evidentiary value be returned to Mr. Liuzzo 
and is suggesting to him that he also write Alabama authorities 
along the same lines. The Department is furnishing Mr. Liuzzo 
Jan inventory of personal items belonging to Mrs. Liuzzo, as 

reflected in its files, which items are in possession of the - - - 
| Alabama State Authorities. ; 


Mr. Barrett stated Mr. Liuzzo is also being furnished 
‘appropriate forms in the event he feels he has a claim against 
the Federal -Government in connection with the processing of the 
car. Any such claim would be handled by the Civil Division of 
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It was pointed out to Mr. Barrett that at the 
time Mrs. Liuzzo EES murdered on 3-25-65 


Ir. Barrett advised that he wes 
a mg however, he still intended to furnish the above 
orms to Nr. Liuzzo and to contact the state authorities as 
the Department desired to lend a syn athetic ear to his 
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ur. Belmont ' '_- pare: July 8, 1965 
r 1- Mr. Mohr 
osen 0 ＋ 1 - Mr. DeLoach 


1 se Mr. Belmont 
1 sa Mr. Rosen 
SURJECT EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. 1- Mr. Malley | 
VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA, ETAL, - VICTIMS 1- Mr. oy gl si * as 4 
_ CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 1 - Mr, Hines 
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It is noted that Matt Murphy, the Klan attorney who ihe 
represents the defendants in this case, hms filed a civil action * 

our informant seeking 86, 000 for ſegal services allegedly rendered „ , 
at the time of the U. 8. Commissioner's hearing when Murphy 

represented the informant to the extent of arranging his bond, He {nm 


. nat | 
has not represented the informant since that time, 55 | 0 ol ! \ 7 


—  ASAC Jensen, Birmingham, advised that the loca! 
Sheriff's Office holds a subpoena calling for the informant to appear 5 
in this matter on 7/8/65, The Sheriff's Office attempted to serve the | . 
| subpoena at the FBI Office in Birmingham and service was — J 
I is noted that informant is not in Alabama. 3 


A local press inquiry was received by the Dirminsham 2 
Office this morning, apparently instigated by Matt Murphy. The 2. 
press inquired as to whether the informant will appear today and ae 


reporter was given no comment. 5 pe 3 
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The Birmingham Division is not $n possession of : Hats: — 


ab transcript of the WILKINS trial, wherein subject informant 


‘was a key witness. It is therefore vested that the ht 
mobile Division obtain and forward — 
. UAcB, a copy of the transcrip 

7 th that portioh which concerns ‘informant's testimony 


An order that he may refresh his recollection and be in a. + "Ase 


position to be an effective witness in the i daar eX t 425 
trial scheduled 9/27/65... 5 as 
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M emorandum 


W Assistant Attorney General DATE: 7/16/65 


CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION 
Director, FBI 


EUGENE THOMAS, 


VIOLA EIUZZO, AKA; 
ET AL = VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS ~ ELECTION LAYS 


A 


Reference is wade to.-_——Césemorandus dated _ : 
{your file _ ). ) „ 1 


There 1s enclosed one copy of de 
a2 letterhead memorandum Gated 2 


at Birmingham ae . 8 . 
g 8 


Ae This covers the weetintenty 8 * 
no further action concerning a full investigation will be taken - | 
by this Bureau unless the Department Bo directs. c Pet oe _ eo 
B. LU Te investigation is eontiauine and * waite ate 
de furnished copies of reports as they are received. 


c. Une investigation requested by ‘you has iat * 


been completed: Unless advised to the wore no further in-. 
quiries will be made by this e ee ae r 


é 


D. Pursuant to Suatrestions issued * the 8 3 
went, no investigation will de conducted in this matter unless 
epecifically directed by the Departaent. PP ea e 

E. U Please advise whether you desire any further in- 
vestigation. i * 8 


„ W800 48 submitted for your 4nformation a red 
will be advised of further developments. | 5 8 


G. mie is submitted for your information and ao 
further investigation will be conducted unless specifically 2 re- 
quested by the Department. 3 


H. This covers the receipt of a 8 i no 

further action will de taken by this Bureau uniess the Departaent 
so directs. oe 

— Copies of letterhead nenorandus have been furnished to the am 
Enc · Depar en of the fray, the Department of the Air Force, the — 25 
par tmen e Navy, and to Pthe United States Secret Service. 
algo erte state and local authorities as well as FEI personnel 
So alerted to contents. 
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7 Mohr DATE: July 19, 1965 


C. D. DeLoach 


4 

EUGEN THOMAS, ET AL 
IRS. VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA, ET AL - VICTIMS | 
CIVIL BIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 9 
GARY ROWE - INFORMANT. ; ! 


— = PP 
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Li 

For record purposes, Mike Dorman, a reporter formerly employed 2 

_ by “Newsday, " a daily newspaper in Long Island but now a free-lance writer, on 
3-65 came in to see Wick. He said he is associated with William Bradford 
‘Huie who has written considerably on civil rights matters in the South particularly 
the murder of the three civil rights workers in Philadelphia, Mississippi, last | 
year. Dorman said he and Huie, through the attorneys of Gary Rowe, will soon 
make an offer to Rowe of a three-way money split intended to corivince him he { | 
should cooperate with them in telling his a concerning the Liuzzo murder. 5 
int ete ae 

Dorman said that he will 0 the book after talkihg to Rowe and 
that Huie will write the screen version for movie use. Already said Dorman he 
has a $75,000 guarantee for the book and a $75, 000 promise for the movie. The 
resulting $150, 000 would be split three ways, $10, 000 would be given to Rowe , 
immediately after the trial and the remaining $40, 000 of his share within a few 
months thereafter. Also Rowe would share, according to Dorman, in any upward 
negotiation adjustments in the movie wer book rights, -sales, ate na dhe 
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Wick told Dor man this. was 5 all well and good but th FBI would 
have absolutely nothing to do with any of this, could not and would not help Dorman 
and Huie and would have no part of this. Dorman said he understood. ; He stated, 
however, he believed Huie and he will be successful in giving the highest money 
offer to Rowe evefitually. Dorman said further that he self intended to — | 


around the country digging into the background of the case. Wick reiteréter we . 
could not help him. 5 “ue 2 0 8560 
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Attached nereto 40 a Xerox copy of a Notice ‘of 
Taking Deposition addressed to PAUL JOHNSTON, ‘Attomey:at | 
I, the attorney of Record ‘for, GARY THOMAS R WE, Re aks 
| 72 ee It 4s noted. that Notice of Gite ae ee | 
Requests the issuance of a subpoena to ROWE, deposition to, Dee 


* taken on 7/8/65 at Birminghan, Alabama. — * . 44 Os Pe * 
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office concerning the taking of such a deposition. -It is - 
assumed, however, that as the Attorney of Record for ROAR, 
necessary action = ee to; ‘this nomen. ** de 1 
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UNITED STATES M ERNMENT 


Memorandum 


.* Assistant Attorney General 


:  @IVIL RIGHTS DIVISION 
— 1 Director, FBI 


SUBJECT: EUGINE THOMAS, ET AL 
VIOLA LIUZZO, ” AKA 
LEROY JEROME. MOTON - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS 


Reference is made to memorandum dated 
(your file ee 


There is enclosed one copy of. the report of Special -~————_. 
dated = 8 


Agent 
at ° 


A. This covers the preliminary investigation and 
no further action concerning a full investigation will de. taken 
by this puree unless the Department so directs. 


B. [U The investigation is continuing and you will 
be furnished copies of reports as they are received. 


c. U The investigation requested by you has now 
been completed. Unless advised to the contrary no further * 
quiries will be made by this Bureau. 


D. U Pursuant to instructions issued by the Depart- 
ment, no investigation will be conducted in this matter unless 
specifically directed by the Department. 


EK. Ul Please advise whether you desire any further in- 
vestigation. Se 

F. UL mie is submitted for your information and you 
will be advised of further developments. 


- G. [xx] This is submitted for your information and no 
further investigation will be conducted unless specifically re- 
quested by the Department. 


H. This covers the receipt of a complaint and no 
further action will be taken by this Bureau unless the ä 
so directs. 


NOTE: ‘Enclosed is Notice“of Taking Deposition dated 6/29/65. 

Copy of attached notice enclosed pursuant to discussion of SA Hines 
with Mr. Parsons 7/7/65. Mr. Johnson has not contacted our 
Birmingham office regarding this notice and no action is — 
taken in the — ofa specific request. 
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the testimony by deposition upon oral exemination 1 for the purpose 
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La) rect. when submitting semiannual inventory, M mo previous 8 with Bure an. 

; „ Its f iBebmitting Office Pile @ 3 


* "Tory orkgireaaa 
ä 3 | ‘VIOLA LIUZZO © VICTIM; z 
WILLIAM Air EATON LOT JEROME MOTON © VICTIM. . 


COLLIE LEROY WILXINS, n. CR © FL 8 
GFARY THOUS ROW, he . 


* Date Property Acquired | Source From Which Property Acquired : : 
3-26-65 Uutborized zcarch Gary Thoms Rove 5 Ir 2b 15 1 
”  Lecation of Property or Bulky Exhibit ee ä * 


+: Gun Vault 5 8 
— eS 2 
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1. One German made Bayonet and ‘Sheath, R , 
2. One Nowport Model CN double barrel sawed ofr enutgen, sr : 70594. 
3..’ One box twelve gauge Peters extra Long range shells. » 
4. One Revelation twelve gauge shotgun shell. . 


5. One box twelve gauge shotgun shells (21) enten An 1609 of front : 
bedroom Eugene Thomas's house. | if 


a ae a 
ee ae 


One box Peters 38 caliber ammunition, containing ten rounds. : ) 
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5 Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit Rete Ress of Pope Bas Hae Da | 
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te 3 boxes Foderal 22 long rifle Hi-Power rinfire ctgs. . 
2. 1 box Hi-Pover rinfire ctgs. . am 
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3. 1 dox Canuck 22 long rifle standard velocity et. 45 
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SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY bn — dite) 
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Office of Origin 
SORILE —° ~ 


EUCENE 7 (OAS , Pray 
„ VIOLA LIUZZO, ‘ala, ETAL - Victins 
en, EL 


* rr [ Gource From Which Property Acquired. 
; Scarch of residenco of EUCESE THOMAS, 
326-05 Bossemr, Ala 
Location of Property or Balky Exhibit ! 5 6 Prope cad ifort Mada t Diepoos of Dame 
Cun Vault . — ‘| Bvidence ----° — 2 an 
D of Propen ox Hshibt ead Welty of Agel Sibaiing ame 


et, ae. * 


1. 3 boxes Winchester .38 special anno se Li vt 1 4. 50 . 
2% 6 rds. Remington special anno, in bex — oa : : : 

3. 1 Remington clean bore box „ 38 cal. shots, 5 
4. 6 rds. Petors 38 cal. anno a : 
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EUCENE us, ETAL 
VIOLA L 0, aka, ETAL - Victims 
CR, EL : 


Dats Property A Source From Which Property Acquired . 


earch of Apt. of GARY THOMAS RONE 
23-26-65 SA 205 16th Place, Sve, Birainghan, Ala: 


Locatica of Property or Bulky Exhibit Reason for Retentioa of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose ef Same 
un Vault - .. , 4 Evidence ——-~—-—.- ~~ ~--+—-~-+—~ 
Description of Property or Exhibit and Identity of Agent Submitting Game 


1. Metal container, army brown, with oarkings "Do not uso as food 


container“, 900 ctgs. 30 carbine ball Mel in 50 ay cartons, 
lot LC 13029, with "Following therein: 


3 0 139 rds. various cal. live amo and one 6 spent 22 ety. 


(d) 1 30 rd. capacity sagazino for .30 cal. re volver 
(c) 1 cloth bag containing 126 rds. various cal. live ammo and 


one - 38 ctg. casing. Bag marked cherry-Burre ii 
or 


- (d) 4 boxcs “Western Brand SuporeNMatch® midrange „30 cal. anno 
containing a total of SO rds. live and 80 spent ctgs. 


2. ne each 38 cal. Mestern Special bullet located on bodroom dresser. 
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EUCENE THOUS 
VIOLA GREGG 8 LiUzz0, aka, ETAL <. Victins 


Search of automobile of EUGENE TIdHAS 


Loceti of Property or Bulky Exhibit Reason fer Retention of Property and Biforte Made to Dispose of Same Ba 
Exhibit section |: Eviden eee Ae je 


— 


Deocription of Property or Exhibit and Ideatity eee, ee 


— ot 


. e 
5 1. One ski ask located in glove conpartuent [* 5 38 2 if 5 
2. . One screw driver Loca ted in trunk compartment — 8 A 8 . 

3. one yellow rug, 5“ x 31 located in trunk erte 85 * 11 i he 

4. One yellow rug, 3° x 24? located in trunk conpartmont Bie 12 A* aS 

5. one roll Tuck electrical tape ocated in trunk ,conpartnent | 
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TODAY MR. PAUL JOHNSTON, BIRMINGHAM ATTORNEY,- 21 i 
REPRESENTING GARY THOMAS ROWE IN SUIT: BROUGHT*AGAINST . = 
ROWE BY KLAN ATTORNEY MATT MURPHY, CONTACTED BIRMINGHAM >” 
OFFICE AND REQUESTED THAT ROWE CALL iu AT BIRMINGHAM 5, 4. 
TELEPHONE NUMBER 322-3338 BETWEEN 2 Pu A 5. PM-GST ON f°: oe 
FRIDAY, AUUST 20, NEXT. JOHNSTON STATED HE DESIRES d adhe 3 
DISCUSS WITH ROWE SEVERAL QUESTIONS THAT HAVE*COME UP ey 115 f 
CONCERNING THE SUIT REFERRED TO ABOVE. JOHNSTON 80? 5 ae 
STATED HE HAS IN HIS POSSESSION A CONTRACT FRO AUTHOR... ao 
WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE, IN WHICH HUIE AGREES TO-PAY :~ 7". +2) 
ROWE $25,900 FOR THE PRIVILEGE OF WRITING A STORY COVERING * 
ROWE'S ACTIVITIES AS A KLAN ue chunt. JOHNSTON STATED 144 * 
HUIE HAS REQUESTED HIM TO HAVE ROWE SIGN THE COA... „ 
AT A TIME HAT WOULD NOT INTERFERE WITH PENDING TRIALS °°”: 
IN CAPTIONED MATTER, JOHNSTON STATED HE WILL ADVISE. 2 
ROWE NOT 10 SIGN THIS CONTRACT UNTIL THE TRIALS IN THIS 22 
MATTER APE DISPOSED OF. * 
JOHISTON ADVISED PRESENCE OF ROWE WILL BE NECESSARY <", 
IN BIRMINGHAM ON SEPTEMBER 7, NEXT, WHEN SUIT AGAINST 5 „ 
ROWE WILL BE HEARD IN LOCAL COURT i, ney E 2 
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MATT MURPHY IN AUTOMOBILE {ACC IDENT NEAR 9 oe goss" 
ALABAMA, EARLY TODAY. ~ aug Lete® 

JOHNSTON STATED MURPHY!S’ DEATH WILL dune i MANY PLAN # 
AND HE WILL LET’ BIRMINGHAM OFF 1CE-KNOW WHEN conversht ON Rei. a 
WITH ROWE 1S DESIRED AT LATER DATE. z dos To. EXPRE §SED- enim 
HEARING SCHEDULED 1N SUIT AGAINST ROWE AT. BIRMINGHAM i 5 
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Information was received that attorney Matt Murphy was killed in 


an automobile accident near a Alabama, early in the ee rps of we ’ 
August 20, 1965. 


E 
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It is noted Murphy presently has pending a suit . Gary Thomas A 
Rowe, Jr., Bureau informant. The suit seeks to recover $6,000 which Murphy oh 
contended was for professional services rendered, As this matter is ( 1 
scheduled for a hearing early in September, Paul Johnston, Birmingham attorney N 
who is representing Rowe, had requested that Rowe contact him telephonically ~ 28 
between 2:00 and 5:00 p. m., central standard time, on Friday afternoon 8/20/65. 
Arrangements had been set up for Rowe to be in contact with the attorney. 


ACTION: | | - . 


SAC Ingram of the Birmingham Office was telephonically contacted 
and advised to immediately get in touch with attorney Paul Johnston, Ingram 
was to advise Johnston of the death of attorney Matt Murphy and ascertain 

whether or not it will now be necessary for our informant to make contact with 
ttorney Johnston. Ingram will contact Johnston and - 
the Bureau of Johnston's reply. -.- - 
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bearing when Murphy represented Rowe 
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P.M. TONIGHT STATING THAT ATTORNEY MURPHY IN BIRMINGHAM, ALA. IN | 

CONNECTION WITH HIS SUIT TO COLLECT FEE FROM GARY ROVE STATED THAT — 

GARY ROVE 18 IN TAMPA, NA., UNDER HEAVY GUARD BY SIX FBI ‘AGENTS ie 
| AROUND THE CLOCK, COSTING TAX PAYERS ONE MUNDRED EIGHTY DOLLARS 4 - 
_, “DAY. HE SAID IF GARY ROWE DOES MOT APPEAR IN CONNECTION urn mis ere 


SUIT WE VILL COLLECT A DECLARATORY JUDGEMENT OF 2 THOUSAND — | 


7 . 
I STATION, TAMPA WANTED TO R IF @arr ROVE IN TAMPA, I TOLD 0 


THEM 1 KNEV NOTHING ABOUT 11. 7 5 


0 P e 


„ 


0 e an ADVISERUREAU AND TAMPA AND OFFICES RECEIVING oe 
| Zs TELETYPE DETAILS CONCERNING MURPHY\S STATEMENT. 202250. 7.2 
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ee Date: 8/17/65 


Transmit the 13 in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 
‘ " AIRTEL AIR MAIL = REGISTERED 


1 ; FBI (4428601) 


peep FRANCISCO (44-809) 


THOMAS: ET AL.} 
VIOLA LIZ zo ET AL. =“VICTIMS 


CR 3 — 1 1 * =. — a te. 854 oo? os : he e . 
es 7 2 „ 2 
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4 iy in 148 * 


0 
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An 8 in the "“Oakland-Tribune; * “Oakland ‘Callfornia,’ 
daily newspaper, under caption, “Dixie Trio Faces r ‘in. Slayings§ 
quotes Alabama Lowndes County Prosecutor ARTHUR GAMBLE R. as N 

* 
za 


saying that -COLLIE WILKINS would go on trial during the week ‘of 
9/27/65, for the slaying of Mrs. LIUZZ0O. EUGENE THOMAS and 1 
WILLIAM EATON are also accused in this crime. San Francisco is 
assuming that GARY T. ROWE, JR. will have to be available for; 
conferences and testimony beginning 9/26 / 5... fal at = 
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5 As reques ted earlier, Mobile 18 requested ‘to immediately 3 
furnish a readable copy of the transcript of the first tr mee : 
e desires, it may send a transcript of the trial 


who will Xerox it and immediately return the. 
3 by | ae 2 


To: SACs, San Francisco (44-609) 
ia RED (44-1245) 4 


Fr m: 51180 ler, Tor (4 (44-28602) 40 


EUGENE TIIO/AS, = AL; _ 


: 1 
VIOLA LIUZZO ET py — Yicrius ce os 
CIVIL RIGITS — " suction * ies N 


„ TCC 
— 


RoBFairte) 7e 5 „„ 


Recent public statcnonts pasa by ‘Attorney Matt x 

Murpiy prior to his death on 8/20/65 enetne him as 1 

that Rowe was being maintained by the FBI under guar@ in 
-Taapa, Florida, Although the Bureau recognises that the 

reports cre completely false, it is logical to assume tha 

persons looking for Rowe would do so in the Tampa area an 

a repult of these reporte, Also it can be expected that 
the death of Attorney Matt Murphy will result in a. 


postponsnent of the retrial of Vilkins which was Saipialay - 
scheduled for 9/37/65. „ %% es. eee 


AUG 2 4 1965 


Mobile will follow the appdintwent of a sew 1 
at tornoy for Wilkins closely and keep the Bureau current iy 

advised of developments. Alco advise the Bureau ot iat t el ie 

of any postponemont of the scheduled retrial of 9 55 


- dnitially get Zor 9/27/65. > &- <4 aes . 7 1 *. t 
P45) paruinghas (44-1236) (tor Anfo) rv. 2 N 
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Section 10: 
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Murder of 
Viola Liuzzo 


FBI 
Date: £/16/65 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


ATR MATL 


DIRECTOR, FBI (44-28601) 
SAC, MOBILE (44-1245)(P) 


EUGENE’ THOMAS; ET AL; 

VIOLA LIUZZO, Aka; ET AL - VICTIMS 

CR - EL 

(00: MOBILE) eid 0 i Sue 7 SS Ae Sie Re RS AE +< ED, A Ee PG oI oe. 1 05 


Re Birmingham airtel to Bureau dated 7/9/65. 


On 8/13/65, ARTHUR GAMBLE, Circuit Solicitor, . 
9 Ala., advised that transcript of the trial of 
COLLIE J.EROY WILKINS. wherein GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. testified, 
is presently in the hands .of the Department Of Justice in : 


Washinton, D. C., and. gg kta Departmental Attorney 
ST. JOU BARRETT. 


GAMBLE stated that if it was necessary the court 
reporter could possibly have another transcript prepared; 
howev ‘i'. it would necessitate some charges being assessed. 


For the information of the Bureau, the San Francisco 
Office requested that they be furnished a copy of the 
testimony of GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR., in order that he can 
revicu his previous testimony he gave in the May, 1965 
WILKINS Trial for the forthcoming trial of Defendants WILKIN 
THOMAS. and EATON. 


Buren 
Pliminebam (Info) (41-1236) 
Sin Francisco (Info) (u- 


Mobile 7 A+ 4270 


1s AUG 98 1965 
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The Bureau is requested to contact Wr 
At Tori y ST. JOHN BARRETT. obtain cory of testimony of 
GARY L:iOHAS ROWE, JR., which testimony was recorded during 
the May, 1965 trial of COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, and forward 
same to San Francisco Division. 


Information copies of this airtel are being 1 
furnished to San Francisco and Birmingham Divisions.’; °.%° ° 
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(Type in plaintext or code! 


DIRECTOR, FBI (44-28601) 
FROM: ; SAC, TAMPA (44-313) 


EUGENE THOUS, et al.; 
VIOLA LIUZ7Z0. et al. - VICTIMS : 
CR ** * ; See, 2 „Cc % o . 


ne Tampa teletype 8/17/65. ö 
Transmitted herewith for the Bureau and recipient 
offices are copies of the following news clippings which have 


appeared in the press in this division concerning the reported 
— 1 GARY ROWE in Tampa: 3 


“tampa Trybune“ 8/19/65 8 ae 
“rompa Times" 8/18/65 
"St. Peteksb 8 Wes“ 8/18/65 3 
ä 9 
/3! Bureau (cnc.-3) (RU) 
“1 SAC, Sav Francisco (personal attention) (44-609) (enc.-3) (RU) 
1 SAC, Bicningham (personal attention) (44-1236) (enc.-3) () 


1 SAC, Mobile (personal attention) (44-1245) (RM) (enc.-3) 


1 SAC, Savannah (personal attention) (enc.=-3) (RM) 
1 Tampa y 


Irs: Kl ** 
(3) | 


REC 


1 16 AUG 20 865 a 
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Be AUG Special Agent in Charge 
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(Mount ee la Spece Belew) 


Klan 1 Lawyer Says FBI ‘Spy’ 


Living It Up in Tampa 


tormey for the Ala- 


+ bama Ku Klux Klan snd io 
Collie LeRoy Wilkins charged 


with the murder of a white 
civi] rights worker, said yes- 
terday in Birmingham that an 
FBI undercover arent who 
festified agsinst Wilkins has 
been located in Tampa. 


Joseph F. Santoiana, agent 
in charge of the Tampa FBI 
office said: I don’t know 
anything about it.” 


Pressed fer further inferma- 
Gon, Santolana persisied he 
simply didn’t knew asfthisg 

deut it. 


The underco-cer arent, Gary 
‘bomas Rowe, 31, testificd at 
iikins’ trial last May that 
he was in the car aben Wil- 


' kins and two other men fired 


on and killed Mrs. Violet Li- 
uro of Detroit. 

Mrs. Liuzzo, a civil rights 
worker, was driving a car in 
Lowndes County, Ale., return- 
ing @ Negro from a civil 
tights demonstration in 
felma. 


Nowe was a surprise Wil- 


ness in the trial of Wilkins 
which ended in a bung jury 


hecause two of the fury men 
said they could not bclicve 
Rowe because he had said he 
had joined the Kian, taken 
Klan osths ‘of secrecy and 
was violating his oath by testi- 
fying at the trial. 


A mew trial fer Wilkins fs 


achrduled Sept. 27 is Maynes- 
ville, Ala. 


pos é 
Sinee the (tgal Rowe 


' dropped out of sirtd. 


Yebterday, Matt Murphy 
who defended Wilkins. said in 
Birmingham that Rowe had 


heen located in Tampa — “liv- 


ing like a lord and roaming 
e sands, eating chicken and 
steaks — filet mitn — 


ure also sald_six FRI 


arents were guarding Rowe 
round the clock and “costing 
the taxpayers $180 a day.” 


Murphy said he bas @ suit 
acainst Rowe to be heard in 
a Jcfierson Cu nty court Sept. 
7 for the collection of back 


attorney fecs. 


Morphy did pet expleia how 
he received his information 
that Rowe was ia Tampa. 

Rowe testified he had becn 
an undercover agent for the 
FBI for five years and had 

cen paid by the government 
uring that time, that his in- 
tructions were to infiltrate 
lan and Communist groups. 

It was pointed out by a fed- 
eral employe yesterday that 
it would be a natural thing 


for the FBI to giard Rowe. 
In the first place he is one 
of them and ts a {cderal em- 
plnye who might possibly be 
in danger of his life from 
members of the Klan. 


Withost Rewe testimeny 
the state of Alabama weald 
mot have as tight @ case 
against Wilkins. Rewe was as 
exse-witness, riding im the car 
from which the shets wees 
fired. 


The FBI has been engaged 
in investigating civil rights 
Violations for some ume and 
the Justice Department, 


under which the bureau ap- 
eraics, is charged with enlore- 
ing civil rights laus under the 
I Civil Rights Act. 


(ladicete pege, aeme of 
aewspcper, city end stete.) 
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1B. The Tampa Tribune 
Tampa, Florida 


Dete: August 19, 196° 
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Editor: James A. Clendin:: 
Title: 


Cheracter: 
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Ciesaificctioca: 
Submitting Office: Tampa 
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Local FBI Head 
i Mum on falk 


Informer Here 

Joseph F. Santolens. special 
agent in charge of the FBI in 
Tampa, today said he “knew 
nothing” concerning reports A 
FBI informer Gary Thomas 
Rowe was under heavy guard. 
in Tampa. 

Rowe originally had been 
eccused, along with three other 
members of the Ku Klux Kian, 
with the slaving of ea civil 
rights worker, Mrs. Viola 
Liuzzo, shortly after she took 
part in the March 25 Selma- 
Montgomery civil rights march. 

Rowe testified against one of 
the accused men, klansman Col- 
Hie Leroy Wilkins, and told the 
court Wilkins was the trigger 
man. The trial ended in 8 hung 
jury. and o new ene ie, sched- 
wled for Sept. 27. i 
, The report Rowe la in Tampa 
came from klan attorney Mat! 
H. Murphy, who said six FBI 
men were guarding him around 


the clock. 
ot Seemed 


(Indicate page, neue of 
newspaper, city end stete.) 
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L The Tampa Times 
| Tampa, Fla. 


Dete: e, 
3 August 18, 1965 


Aethor: 


Editor: nenne tt DeLoach 
Titie: 


Cherecter: 

or 
Cicssificetioa: 
Subailttiang Office: 


- 2. 


Tampa. 
A Noaing inveatiqeted 
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-36-63) 
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dad vont Clipping in Spece Belew) 


In Tampa 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (UPI) * 55 
ö (Indicate page, scm 
the Ku Klux Kiss, pon Bon — city end tete.) 
ay FBI informer Gary Thomas 

Rowe, who testified against a 
on trial for the mur - 

5 of a civil rights worker, is 
: 9 Tampa, Fla., under heavy 


(Murphy said six FBI agents 
Were guarding Rowe around the 
Glock “costing the taxpayers 
4180 a day.” 

J. F. Santoiana, special agent 
da charge of the FBI in Tampa. 
Cold the St. Petersburg Times. 
* don't know anything about 

Murphy said his suit against 

Rowe to collect a lawyer's fer 
bas been set in Jefferson Coun- 
: Court Sept. 7. Rowe original- 

Was accused wil N Te : 

Klux Klansmen 5 ASt. Petersburg Time N 
with the murder of Mrs. Vinla St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Liuzzo shortly after she tenk | 
part in the March 25 Selma · le- 

Montgomery civil rights marci. Dee: August 18, 1965 

However, ft turned out Rowe | 8 
foined the Klan to inform the _—— ; 
FBI, and charges against him Aethor: ' 
were dropped. Rowe testified at Editor: Courtland Anderswn 
the Hayneville murder trial of Title: 
Klansman Collie Leroy Wilkins’ 
: ‘that Wilkins was the trigrer. 
man. ö 
The trial ended in a hung jury | Cherecter: , 
and a new trial was set for ) oo - 

Sept. Zi in 1 — The two Cleseiticetion: . 
other accused nsmen, Eug- 3 7 
ene Thomas and William Eaton, „mn 
have yet to be tried. An · arte 5 n f (_] Being Investiqated | 

May they are 
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8/25/65 
1 = bir, Hines; 


To: SAC, Mobile (44-1245) 
Fron: Director, FBI (44-28601) 


Co 
BUGENE.THUONAS, ST AL} 
VIOLA Livcz), AKA, 71 Al. VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGIITS; ELECTION LAWS © 


Rourairtel 8/13/65. 


Faclosed 8 is a copy of the transcrip pt of 
the trisl of Collie Leroy 1 2 at Hayneville, 
Alnabonn, liny 3, 15063. 


pertinent to tho testimony of Gary Thonns&bwe to Sin Francisco 

pursuant to Sean Francisco's piovious request. Mobile maintain 

tho balnnce of the tranecript in your office for possible uses 

of Agont a who may be called upon to testify at a future trial. 7 4 
J 


Bnclosu: » , . RED. 97 e ebe, 7 


— Tod | - 
ee say To AUG Lal 1965 


9 4 ** 
NOTE: In response to the request of the San Francisco Office that 
-| the informant be allowed to review his testimony in the previous 3 
-trial of Collie Leroy Wilkins for the murder of Mrs, Viola Liuzzo, 
before he is called upon to testify at the retrial currently 
schedulcd for 9/27/65. A copy of the transcript was obtained from 
Mr. St. Jobn Barrett of the Civil Rights Division, Since Agents als: 
8 testified at the trial, Mobile will maintain the balance of the ä 
. transcript in order that Agents who testified at the former trial oe 
9 — may bo able to review their testimony prior to testifying in a future 
Cow. trjal i» order to refresh their memories, Gary Thomas Rowe is our - 
cite ——— informa! sho has been relocated to San Francisco, Due to the deatb | 
tel of: Defense Attorney Matt Murphy, the retrial now scheduled for F 3 


9727765 will ert be r 52 8 new 0 attorney bas not 


Rovicw this eee and furnish those sortions 7 
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87/65 
GENERAL. INVESTIGAT E DIVISION 


co This case egacerns the murder of civil 
rights worken Viola Liuzzo near Selma, 
‘Alabama, 3/25/65. Matt Murphy was the 
defense attormey for three Klansmen, 
including Collie LeRoy Wilkins, who were 
charged with murdering Liuzzo. Matt 
Murphy was killed in an automobile accident 
near Tuscaloosa, Alabama, 8/20/65. 3 * 8 
Art Hanes when mayor of Birm inghgaanmn, Srey — ohs a6 
was politically affiliated with Bull Cannof, n yt Ka Sea 
former Police Commissioner of Birmingham Y Da Bann 
and extreme segregationist. * e . 
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t HAVE TWO iG 24 1965 
I7LETYPE. - 


FBI BIRMGHAM 

829 PMC 
URGENT 8-283 JGA 
TO DIREZTOR 44-1285 


FROM BIRMINGHAM 44-1236 (r IP 4. 
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J ä . 
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3 apis 
"DURING BRIEF CONFERENCE HELD EIGHT FORTYFIVE 4. . . INSTANT, 
BETVEEN SA rr irie an ATTORNEY ART HANES ‘GFORMER ble 


Us. fury * 5 
FBI AGENT AND -FORMER MAYOR OF BIRMINGHAM), AND USA MACOL I.. WEAVER 


CONCERNING ANOTHER CASE, ART HANES WAS OVERHEARD TO MENTION TO USA 
WEAVER THAT HE HAD BEEN APPROACHED TO DEFEND COLLIE LEROY WILKINS IN 
HAYNEVILLE, ALABAMA, NOW THAT MATT MURPHY IS DEAD. WANES STATED HE 
HAS GIVEN THIS MATTER A LOT OF CONSIDERATION AND BELIEVES THAT 
WILKINS IS ENTITLED TO A DEFENSE IN THIS MATTER. KE STATED FURTHER 
mar HE HAD NOT AS YET DECIDED WHETHER HE WOULD DEFEND HIM AND HAS 

NOT AS YET MADE ANY PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT TO THAT EFFECT. THE ‘ABOVE 

IS SUBMITTED FOR BUREAU’S scam eave 27 ae 
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(Priority) 
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1 EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL. 
VIOLA GREGG L1UZZ0 re; Os eee 
ET AL -.VICTINS as? 7 8 
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no within. Ke lec: BirSinghad dated 87127 | 

captined “COLLIE 4 WULKINS; le, BH 2871159. 127 
yr ALS „ BEA 3 % 22 

i Enclosed for „ ‘are 9 copies of a 
letterhcad memorandum suitable for dissemination reflecting 
the feelings of ARTHUR GANBLE, JR., Circuit Solicitor, 


Greenvillc, Alabama, regarding the revocation of WILKINS’ 
federal probation. a N 


Two copies of Im are being 8 the » Mobile 
Office. Copy of LIM is also being furnished the USA, Birminghan. 


4 . 


( - Burcau (Enc.! B Ne 
2 - Nobile (Enc. 2) (44-1245). 
2 - Birmincliam 
(1 44-1236) 
(1 - 157-1159) 
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UN 0 STATES DEPARTMENT or ex 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


8 13400 = 2121 Building 
2 2 3 * Birmingham, Alabama 
August 28 ,1965 


eres Dr . 


RE: EUGENE THOMAS; 
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON; 
COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR. 
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO - VICTIM 
LEROY JEROME MOTEN - VICTIM. 


Mr. Arthur Gamble, Jr., Circuit Solicitor, 
Greenville, Alabama, who was the prosecuting attorney 
in the trial of Collie Leroy Wilkins, Ir. at Hayneville, ~~~ =’ 
Alabama, advised that he had discussed the matter con- 
cerning the revocation of Wilkins’ probation with 
Assistent U. 8. Attorney R. Macey Taylor while in 
Birmingham, Alabama, during the Alabama Bar Convention 
in July 1965. He stated it had been agreed that any 
federal ection against Wilkins to revoke his probation 
at this time would possibly jeopardize any chance of a 


-conviction in Lowndes County, Alabana. 5 


* 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to pare agency} At 
and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. | 
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UNITED STATES GO ( es 


Memorandum 


Mr, Deboach Y 


sum FC: ARTHUR HANxE 45 a 
FORMER FBI AGENT ä g 
FORMER MAYOR OF BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 3 


The United Press bdernetions’ 15 dateline of August 22nd at 
Birmingham, Alabama, reported that the captioned was one of the pallbearers at 
the funeral of Matt H. Murphy, Jr., the Ku Kiux Han attorney who defended the three 


Klansmen accused of killing Mrs. Liuzzo on March 25, 1068. 1 


The article reported that former 1 mayor Art 5 
"near tears throughout the ceremony." It also speculated that Hanes may replace 
Murphy as Klan attorney and as such would defend the three Klansmen accuse of 
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(Priority) 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 0 28501). 
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7 3 > 12 4 : a ae 
EUGENE THOMAS, Er. ‘AL; i . % en 
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Sind INVESTIGATOR RUFUS MEAD HAS : 
ALSO BEEN SUBPOENAED BY DEFENSE AND MANES WAS OVERHEARD “TALKING = 
TO HEAD on SEPTEMBER TWENTY-NINE, LAST, 1M COURTHOUSE, HAYNES,» 7 
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VILLE, ALA., REGARDING THIS PARTICULAR. INFORMATION. 1 1 4 wir. 
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(0 The retrial of Collie Leroy il da Jr., for the 
murder of Hrs. Viola Liuzzo in Lowndes County, Alabama, on 
3/25/65 is scheduled to take place in the Alabama Circuit Court, 
Hayneville, Alabama, 10/18/65. It will be recalled that when //- 
this case was first called for retrial on 9/27/65, Alabama 
Attorney General Richmond Flowers took over prosecution of 
the case from Circuit Solicitor Arthur BE, Gamble, Jr,, who 
tried the case initially in wad 4965. The N trial 


resulted in a hung jury. =~ 
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Gamble asked that Government witnesses, inciuding 
our informant Gary Thomas Rowe, our FBI Laboratory expert who . 
‘handled examination of the murder we er Section, L 
jemployee who can testify be alerted;7 
for travel-to be in Haynévilie on Gamble said he will 
notify the lotal FBI on Monday, 10/18/65, if trial is to proceed. 
The Government witnesses and Agents requested by Gamble to / 
testify have been alerted, however, they will not undertake | 

trav@r until notice is received on Monday, 10/18/65, that 

t ir testimony ie actually ® needed on ey iy 2 . i it 
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In connection with the upcoming trial, SA Robert L. 

Frye of the Selma, Alabama, Resident Agency, received a 5 

bpoena 10/12/65 commanding his appearance as a witness 
for @tre defendant Collie Leroy Wilkins on 10/18/65, From 
information available it is believed that defense attorney 
Arthur J. Hanes, who is former FBI Agent and adamant 
segregationist, had the subpoena issued in order to utilize 
— EN for the _purpc > roducing information of :. 
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The matter of the receipt of the ‘subpoena by i. 
SA Frye was discussed with the U. S. Attorney's Office, 
Montgomery, Alabama, and the U. 8. Attorney advised — bave 


no objection to Seat teeny of SA Frye th: f. * 
8 3 . rae. g ta ‘ 


a” 


— — 


2." e. 7 . es”; Lh 
25 , ary . — | 


the stand to te 


$ 
SA ‘hn will appear 10 ansver EAS, subpoena as 
‘cestcd by the Department and his testimony will be limited } 
td that which is competent end relevant. This matter is being 
closely followed and vou will be advised of developments. aye 
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all ene Dr. — Medical Committee for 4 8 
‘fuman Rights Selma, Alabama, advising that FN. N * 
Ars. Barbara] Butler, who is associated with 

he committee} had not returned from trial 
I Collie Leroy Wilkins, Jr., on 10/18/65, as 

‘scheduled, Wilkins being retried on state 

nurder charges in connection with shooting a 

Mrs, Viola Liuzzo in Lowndes County on 

right of 3/25/65, Trial taking place in 

Jayneville, Alabama. 1 
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| GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 
The ret zjal of Collie Leroy Wilkins, 
‘Jr. for the mfrder of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo, is 
expected to c6mmence in State Court, 
‘Hayneville, Alabama, on 10-18-65. 

: Departmental Attorney Turner, 


—— herein, is coordinating trial for 


e Government. 

. State Attorney General's Office plans 
‘to remove County Solicitor from trial and 
handle the prosecution. 

This matter is being closely followed. * 2 
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This matéier concerns ine retrial of - 

Pollie Leroy Wilkins, Jr., on State murder —— — . 
harges in connection with the shooting of - heh ed SEGA 
“irs, - Viola Lguzzo in Lowdnes County on 

jhe night of 3/25/65 which began in State 

Pircuit Court, Hayneville, Alabama. Was 

initially tried on this charge in May, 1965, 

‘which resulted in a hung jury. Trial in this 

natter is being closely followed and you 

‘will be kept advised of developments. 
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5 Viola Liuzzo was the civil rights 
worker who was killed in Lowndes County, 
‘Alabama, 3/25/65. Collie Leroy Wilkins was 
‘one of three subjects charged by the State of 
Alabama with the murder and is to be re- 
tried by the state 10/18/65, following a hung 
jury in earlier trial in May, 1965. 
Information furnished by Dept. Attorney 
Turner will be discussed with the Depart- . Fol 
ment and 1 action taken. 
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Urs. Viola Liutzo, civil rights Orker, as shot 
and killed in Lowndos County, Alabama, ‘od the night of - - 


Harch 25, 1965. i The subjects Thomas, Eaton and Wilkins are 


under indictment by the State of Alabama on charges of | 
murdering Urs. Liugzo, In May, 1965, Collie Leroy’ Wilkins 
was brought to trial on the indictment and, when the‘jury - 
could not agree on a verdict, a sistrial. was 33 
retrial of Wilkins is scheduicd to borin in the Circ t 
court, Lowndes County, Alobara, ‘on October 48, 1068. 2 iT 
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SIR: Attorney 8 Kalrenbach'e gb dismissal 
of the 8 acquittal in Hayneville, Alabama, as 
“the price you have to pay for the jury system,” add- 


[justice One can only hope that the Justice 
U book more deeply into the carte of such 
perverted judicial proceedings for social order end 
Idee in Deep Soulh communities. f 
Part of the price is already apparent isthe sharp 
decline of Negro voter ee ee 
reduced from 80 to 20 e day since the August 30 slaying 
of Jonathan Daniels, 2 meing? seminarian and eivil 
richts worker in the Alabama black helt. The shooting.- 
the speedy and predictable acquittal of the killer, and 
4 the many similar incidents in recent years are all parts | 
of a pattern of deliberate error, designed to trustrate 
the long-overdue efforts of the Federal goverpment to 
| incorporate the Negro into American life. - 
Jon Daniels and countless othcrs will have died n 


} vain unless a radical reform of the court system and 


law enforcement procedures is undertaken by this 
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miscarriage of justice in Hayneville. Alabama, is not 
host of quasi-liberals (including many columnists) 
which has flooded the land. How can anyone 

to be concerned with 


system of trail 
on a man they have never seen in a courtroom they 
| have never entered based on evidence they themselves 
did not hear? 
Guilty men often go free. K is unfortunate, 24 
certainly is more in keeping with our liberal 
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ing that be didn't er it “too high,” is a shocking 
endorsemem of an even more shocking travesty 
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This case concerns the retrial of 

‘Collie Leroy Wilkins, Jr., in Alabama 

‘State Court charged waiu tue murder of 

Airs. Viola. 

3/25/65. U 

-in May, 19 

resulted inja hung jury. Present 

‘trial began 1918/65. We are closely 

‘following this matter and you will be 

‘kept advised of developments. Leroy 

Hoton is the young Negro boy 7 3 a. 
accompanying Mrs. Liuzzo at the tine , rr 
of the shooting. Crh 
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TRIAL AT HAYNEVILLE RESUMED AT ONE PM, THIS bark. 21. rege | 
STATZ- TROOPERS AND STATE INVESTIGATORS TESTIFIED TO FINDING je 


OF VEHICLE AND BODY AND LEROY MOTON TESTIFIED. 
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REURISL TEN NINETEEN INSTANT. INSURE THAT LOCAL AND BTATE* * 
AUTHORITIES ARE ADVISED OF THE INCIDENT NVOLVING VICTIM, ,ALSO- 
ADVISE SECRET SERVICE AND LOCAL INTELLIGENCE GROUPS, > 
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NOTE: Barbara Butler, who attended trial of. Collie Lero kins at 
Hayneville, Alabama, 10/18/65, alleged that while — — 


on the night of 10/18/65 in her Volkswagen vas forced off of the 
highway by three white male teenagers who accused her of being an 
outsider" and a "troublemaker" and verbally abused her. She also 
thought that one of the teenagers did something to her automobile . 
as she could not get it started after the incident. She says she 
did not notify local authorities because she does not trust then. 
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GGG 


1 


RECOTEL ToD WW. ee 


IMMEDIATELY ADVISE MR. LIU 220 AND APPROPRIATE | LOCAL | 


AUTHORITIES OF ANONYMOUS THREAT TO KILL LIUZZO RECEIVED AT ö 
e 8 
CHICAGO OFFICE TODAY. * ee 5 
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NOTE: This case concerns the retrial of Collie Leroy Wilkins, Jr. 
State Court charged with murder of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo on the ulght of 3/25/65. 
Wilkins was originally tried in May, 1965, on this charge which resulted in a 
hung jury. Present retrial began 10/18/65. Retel sent to Bureau, Detroit and 
Mobile; advised Chicago Office received anonymous call from male individual 
stating, “Wilkins is innocent. If Wilkins gets convicted, I am going to get a 1 
bus tomorrow for Detroit and kill Liuzzo's husband. This teletype confirms — 
instructions nme furnished Detroit Office by oi‘ ay Su 7271 * 
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| This case concerns the retrial of 
‘Collie Leroy Wilkins, Jr. in State court 
i charged with the murder of Mrs. Viola 
 Liuzzo on th t of 3/25/65. Wilkins 
was originally tried in May, 1965, on this 
charge whichiresulted in a hung jury. 
Present trial'bégan 10/18/65. Wilkins 
was found not getity on 10/22/65, 1 hour and 
47 minutes after the jury received the 
case. 
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GENERAL INVESTIGA YE DIVISION 


This case concerns iin aciaial A Collie 
Leroy Wilkins, r., in Staite Court charged 
with the 13 2 of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo on the 
night of 3/25/65. Wilkins was originally 
tried in May, 11965, on this charge which 
resulted in a huag jury. Present trial began 
10/18/65. 

Detroit Office telephonically advised to 
notify Mr. Liuzzo and appropriate — 
- authorities of this threat. 
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This case concerns the retrial of Collie 
seroy Wilkins, Tr., in State Court charged 
with the murder of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo on the 
light of 3/25/65. Wilkins was originally tried 
n May, 1965, jon this charge which resulted 
n a hung jury. Present trial began 10/18/65. 
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This case concerns the retrial of 
Collie Leroy Wilkins, Jr. in State Court 
charged with the murder of Mrs. Viola 


Luz zo on the night of 3/25/65. Wilkins 
was originally tried in May, 1965, on this 


charge which‘resulted in a hung jury. Pre- E 


sent trial began 10/18/65. We are closely 
following this matter and you will be 
kept advised of developments. 
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| AnD ALSO THE WITNESSES FOR THE DEFENSE CORROBORATED, ROWE S 18 
IrESs nor. Fro ERS BECAME EMOTIONAL AT THE END oF HIS | ; 
sunna ti on AFTER TELLING JURY HISTORY OF AIS FAMILY MID OF 1 ae 
GRANDFATHER WHO WAS A PRIVATE IN THE CONFEDERATE ARMY AND 16. 5 8 
DESCRIBED A TRUE VERDICT.” HE STATED TO THE JURY THAT IF at * 
THEY DID NOT BRING BACK A VERDICT OF GUILTY 2 TEAR Y; 
‘THE DEFINITION OF A TRUE VERDICT our OF THe Aba. N AND 1 Lh 
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EMPHASIZED HIS WORDS BY RIPPING. PAGES, OUT or. inner, ; 


* 7 5 285 0 
AND SLAMHING THEN TO THE FLOOR«,; > it : 16432 


ot 11 
CIRCUIT JUDGE 1. VERTA THAGARD FLULSHED Mis, Nee t tat 


crag. 6 ve,, 4 Ls +95) 
THE JURY AT APPROX. THREE PM rT AND, AT THE PRESENT, TIME. 
71 .; 1 22 
THE JURY is DELIBERATING. 1 7 Ps 
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TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-28601) 


1 yrs. SAC, DETROIT (44-643) (RUC) 
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n Et Al; 4% | 
Mrs. VIOLA LIUZZO, aka, 4 

| Et Al - VICTIM 

CR - EL os ae 

(OO: Mobile): a j · 


Re Bureau and ‘Chicago toͤle types spay: ia 24 1 
. 54 ; . 28 7 32 . 
ur. ANTHONY Livzzo and kxecutive Lt. TIMOTHY! H Ates! 
Special Investigations Bureau, 5D, Detrdit,; Aich. ere 
both advised this AM of. anonynous tents 10 „ LIUZZ 
received at Chicago Office. this da te. oe bya ey 
a 


Mr. LIUZZO adviscd he has his own armed guard s at et * 
residence from 9:00 PM to 5:00 AM each evening and ? 
is also aware he is receiving, er K . 9 7 2 
a 8 
Lt. HUTCHERSON stated ho would immediately ‘notify the, tts 
14th Precinct, Detroit PD, of this additional. date-as't *s 
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bos 
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Mr. Conrad pate: 10/25/65 
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E 1- Office, Room 7133 
R. H. Jevons 3 1 Mr. Williams 

3 ö 1- Mr. ‘Herndon | 
: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL.; VIOLA GREGG 


LIUZZO, AKA. ; LEROY JEROME MOTON, 
VICTIMS; CR - EL 


* 
1 
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This case concerns the murder of Mrs. “ry 8 
civil rights worker, near Selma, Alabama, on the evening oft 
3/25/65. 5 b ; 4. 
In the first trial i in this case which was held in Mar, * 
1965, the jury was unable to reach a verdict. In connection with 
the second trial which was held at Hayneville, Alabama, last week, 
Alabama Attorney General Richmond Flowers assisted by Mr, Joe 
Gantt presented the State's case before Judge T. Werth Thagard The 
defendant Wilkins was represented by Mr. Arthur Hanes, a former 3 
Special Agent. SA Marion E. Williams testified concerning his ' 
‘examination of the automobile in which the victim was killed and! 
to the resulls of Laboratory examinations of the bullets, bullet 
fragments, cartridge cases and * recover ed in connection with 
this investigation. ; ae 5 „„ : ' 
The State rested following SA Williams’ * 
on the morning of 10/22/65. The case went to the jury that 
afternoon. After approximately 1 hour and 45 minutes of . 
the jury found the defendant not 8 . 4 


ACTION: 


For infor mation. 


44-2860 


1 - Mr. Belmont - 
1 Mr. Roscn . 


1. M. A.- Bones, Room 4264 
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Cosyes 
GENERAL INV ESTIGA TIVE’ DIVISION 


i 

0 Alabama Attorney General Richmond 
Flowers, mentioned in atteched handled 

ihe pros ecution of the reiriai uf Collie Leroy 

Wilkins, Jr., in State Court, who was 

pharged with the murder of Mrs. Viola 

;2iuzZo on the night of 3/25/65. Wilkins 

vas acquitted on 10/22/65. 

Civil Rights Division being advised. 
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ON THIS DATE ALABANA ATTORNEY BENERAL RICHMOND FLOWERS|, | 
TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED SA ‘spencer’ ii. ROBB: “AND: ‘povised “a 115 0 


„ 4 „ 4171 Ae 


DURING AFTERNOON OF: THIS DATE. WHILE tus FOOTBALL GAME pt U4 


2 7771.22 4 E * 


AUBURN, AA., AN UNIDENTE FIED jMALE 1 ut HORE: 0 SPOKE 


“avi Zr 


; ky 
TO THE MAID, ASKED LF FloS aD WIFE WERE. u gAND HEN Nad. 
ADVISED THEY WERE AT BALL GANE MAN SAID. “THIS” ‘WOULD BE A 5900 i 


> „n 


TIME TO BOMB THE HOUSE 4 YOu HAD ‘BETTER loer ‘out OF THERE™.' ‘FLOWERS, | 
ir Pinks din § iol ED Y aera Cw 


ADVISED THAT M Z Has NOTI FIED THE MONT COMER eae RAE L oy epee 


AND WANTED THE FBI.T0 BE cout Nt ‘oF rn f aN 12 . 


MILITARY INTELL} GENCE AND U, 81 ‘SECRET net BEING 42555 


1: 2 * ° 5 0 99 ‘3 24 * 
a un “FOLLOWS « r 3 . . 
* BUREAU WILL 1 ADVISED or- auf Nn 

ee te BS 10%, 
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roy Wilkens on charges of ghsoting Viola 
20 on 3/25/65 which is now in progress in 
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UNITED STATES c ign 
Memorandum 


Kr. Belmont 2 1 ad wate: October 18, 1965 
ao eer 4 8 Mohr 
o DeLoach 
FROM : A, Rosen \ » Callahan 
3 Belmont 
SUBJECT: EUGENE, THOMAS, ET AL; Malley 
VIOLA ‘L1UZZO, AKA, ET AL = VICTIMS McGowan 
CIVIL RIGHTS. — ELECTION LAWS Hines 


In connection with the trial of Collie Leroy Wilkins ,. 
for the murder of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo by the State of Alabama * 
which began today in Circuit Court, Hayneville, 11 
Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., our informant, is expected to be 7 
major witness, The state prosecutor has requested that \a 
employee of our Voucher Unit appear and testify as to . 
made to Rowe and in his behalf from the time he became an FBI 
informant to date. The same testimony was requested and | 
authorized in a initial trial of Wilkins in May, 1965. ( (As 2 

9197 6% 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
- RE: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; 


° wz: ACTION: 
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If approved, our Voucher Unit employee will be 
is dnstructed to appear and testify to these miscellancous 
expenses as above stated. 
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ADDENDUM: JPM: DW 10/20/65 


Maurice Row, Supervisor of the Voucher Unit of the Administrative Division, will 
testify in this case. Mr. Row's section has custody of all of the documents as well 
as the accounts concerning payments to informants. He has testified ine and 


is well qualified to handle this assignment. - He has r we r eT 
Alabama. 
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Murder of 
Viola Liuzzo 


ASEAN Ashes oes cage cow dotta din MAVADIUIN © 
This =.tter ooncerns retrial of 
[col iie Leroy u: tins, r., charged -in 
State court wit. the murder of-lirs. . 
1] Viola Livz77o on the night of 3/25/65. 
Wilkins initially tried May, 1965, on 
311 charre which resulted in a hung 
Tic present trial began 10/18/65 B52 OT e ARE 
is iy wakes being closely followed & fo ae —— * — 
u will be kept advised of develop- Fee * 
ns. Attached reflects trial : ee ET ae 
alijourned approximately 10 a.m. | 3 ee. 
today to de continued 9 a. n., 10/20/65. 
Alabama Attorney General wants alleged | | 
1 prejudice of 11 jurors to be reviewed 1 


— by State Supreme Court. 
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FROM: vo g 44-1243) 


7 10 EUGENE THONAS; ET AL; VIOLA GREGG L1UZZ0; ET AL - VICTIMS. 
Covel .cn e ELlEcTIOn Laws. : 1 
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‘<REMOTEL OCT. EIGHTEEN, LAST. 
TRIAL OF KLANSMAN COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR. COMMENCED — 
‘SECOND DAY AT NINE AM TODAY AT HAYNEVILLE, ALA. , AND AT =~ 
Ae TENAM, CASE WAS CONTINUED UNTIL WINE AM OCT. TWENTY, 
| NEXT. ALABAMA ATTORNEY GENERAL RICHMOND FLOVERS PRESENTED 
MOTION TO LOWNDES COUNTY COURT THAT ELEVEN OF THE JURORS 
TESTIFIED YESTERDAY THAT THEY FELT CIVIL RIGHTS WORKERS WHO 
ASSOCIATED CLOSELY WITH THE NEGROES IN LOWNDES COUNTY WERE 
INFERIOR, THEREFORE, ACCORDING TO ATTORNEY GENERAL FLOWERS,~- 
THESE JURORS WOULD BE PREJUDICED AND HURT THE §TATE*S ck. 
SAID THE STATE COULD PROVE MRS. VIOLA LIUZZO VAS ACIVIL 
RIGHTS WORKER. FLOWERS REQUESTED THE TWENTY-FOUR HOUR - 1 


| CONTINUANCE SO THE FACTS CONCERNING THESE ELEVEN JURORS COULD 


=! 
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PAGE TWO 


8 REVIEWED BY THE ALABAMA STATE SUPREME COURT AND IT 18 


ANTICIPATED A RULING WILL BE RENDERED LATE THIS AFTERNOON. 
END 
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This case concerns the retrial of 
4 Collie Leroy Wilkins, Jr., in State court 
charged with the murder of Mrs. Viola 
goon the night of 3/25/65. Wilkins 
iginally tried in May, 1965, on this charge 
ort resulted in a hung jury. Present 
ial began 10/18/65. The "prosecution 
witness" mentioned herein is our informant. 
We previously received information he may 
be served with a subpoena or warrant 
arising from a lien against him for unpaid 
State sales taxes. We are closely following 
this matter and you will be kept advised of 


developments. 
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: . MOBILE (44-1245) 27 
EUA THO! : THOMAS HAL. VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, ET AL = VICTIMS. 
SIE GO MOBILE . | on A 


ATTORNEY GENERAL RICHMOND FLOWERS CONFIDENTIALLY ADVISED: HE | 
STRONGLY FEELS A CONSTITUTIONAL PROBLEM EXISTS WHICH WILL PREVENT } 
THE STATE OF ALABAMA FROM OBTAINING A FAIR TRIAL. ME BASES THIS | 
ARGUMENT UPON THE FACT THAT ELEVEN OF THE THIRTY VENIREMEN N | 
ANSWERED IN THE AFFIRMATIVE TO THE QUESTION OF DEFENSE COUNSEL 
AS TO WHETHER THEY FELT CIVIL RIGHTS WORKERS WERE INFERIOR | 
2] WHITES, ME POINTED OUT THAT UNDER ALABAMA LAW, ONLY THE DEFENSE | 
and nor THE PROSECUTION CAN OBTAIN A CHANGE OF VENUE AND THAT A : 
FAIR. TRIAL CANNOT BE OBTAINED WITH THE PRESENT LIST OF PROSPECTIVE 
JURORS. | 5 RED , 50012 2 5297 
: BASED ON THIS ARGUMENT, HE REQUESTED THE ELEVEN ie sn 
“4 STRUCK FROM THE PANEL AND WHEN THIS MOTION WAS OVERRULED BY 


am" 
JUDGE W HE OBTAINED A TWENTYFOUR HOUR RECESS TO AP! APPEAL < 


= 
- 0h 


END PAGE OWE Xie - 
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PAGE TWO 

THIS RULING TO THE ALABAMA STATE SUPREME COURT BUT EXPECTS JUDGE 
THAGGARD S RULING TO BE UPHELD, AT WHICH TIME HE WILL REQUEST | 
REMOVAL OF MOTION TO FEDERAL COURT AS A CONSTITUTIONAL PROBLEM, 


se . 


AND IF NECESSARY WILL APPEAL DIRECTLY FOR A RULING ON THE ä 


MOTION TO THE u. 8. SUPREME COURT. 
FLOWERS ADVISED HE CHECKED WITH STATE DEPT. OF REVENUE, 

MONTGOMERY, ALA., TODAY AND NO CIVIL ACTION INVOLVING PROSECUTION 
WITNESS FOR NONPAYMENT OF SALES TAXES OUTSTAN ING 

ma, ADVISED THAT by 
DURING FIRST TRIAL OF SUBJECT, CIVIL PAPER ORIGINATING IN 
BESSEMER, ALA., CHARGING PROSECUTION WITNESS WITH NONPAYMENT OF 
SALES TAXES WAS SENT TO HIS OFFICE BUT WAS NOT SERVED AND WAS 
RETURNED TO BESSEMER. HE STATES HIS OFFICE NOT NOW IN POSSESSION 
OF ANY SUCH CIVIL PAPERS. 8 oe 

- BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF ALL DEVELOPMENTS. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-28601) 
FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-2236) 


EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL ye 
VIOLA LIUZZO, aka; ET Al. vr TIMS 
CR = EL : 
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AUSA R. MACEY TAYLOR 117 en tne b ASAC on 
10/25/65. At this time AUSA TAYLOR advised that the U. 8. 
Attorney's Office in Birmingham was not at all pleased with the 
verdict which had been returned in this case in Lowndes County. 
AUSA TAYLOR stated he realized that there was still an indictment | 
outstanding in Federal Court in this case which was scheduled one 
arraignment on 11/5/65 in Montgonery. 3 


. AUSA TAYLOR stated he had been in contact with a resre- | 
sentative of the Justice Department and had presented his views 
regarding possible revocation of probation of COLLIE LEROY WILKINS 
For the Bureau's information it should be noted that COLLIE LEROY 
WILKINS has been on probation since sometime in November, 1964, 
when he was convicted for violation of the National Firearms Act. 


USA TAYLOR stated that in order to revoke the probation 
of COLLIE LEROY WILKINS a probation hearing would, by necessity, | 
bave to be held. AUSA TAYLOR pointed out that among the things | 
that would have to be proved at this hearing would be the fact 
that COLLIE LEROY WILKINS did depart the State of Alabama or the ©” 
areas of his supervision without permission from his Probation 
Officer. AUSA TAYLOR regtested that any such information avail- 
able in Birmingham files be furnished to the Probation Officer 
for assistance, The Birmingham Office can secure information 
as contained in various newspaper accounts which disclose that 
COLLIE LEROY WILKINS did — An 20 various * states. 
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It is known that COLLIE LEROY WILKINS did not secure permission to 
attend all of these rallies, although permission has been granted | 
for at least one rally out of state. In addition, the identification 
record of COLLIE LEROY WILKINS discloses various addtional arrests 
Since his being placed on probation. This information will be 
furnished by the Birmingham Office to the Probation 2 for his 

j assistance in this matter, . , 


— H — — ae 


3 „ — 


AUSA TAYLOR also stated that he dene to be able to use 
a transcript of the testimony of the LIUZZO case in connection with 
the revocation hearing for COLLIE LEROY WILKINS. AUSA TAYLOR stated 
the possibility existed that this transcript might not be accepted 
and, therefore, in order to revoke the probation of COLLIE LEROY 1 
WILKINS it might be necessary that the testimony of GARY THOMAS ROWE 
be offered in person at this hearing. It was pointed out to AUSA . 
TAYLOR that unless absolutely mandatory the presence of ROWE in the 
city of Birmingham could create unusual security problems insofar 
as insuring the safety of the informant. AUSA TAYLOR stated he 
recognized this and preferred not having to use the informant if 
at all possible. He did, however, indicate he wanted to point this 
possibility out to the Bureau in the event the revocation — 
is scheduled in the near ere. | 


AUSA TAYLOR stated that wen though the 8 nd be 
willing to proceed on an immediate basis insofar as the probation 
hearing, be wisbed to point out the possibility that it could have 
some bearing on the scheduled arraignment in Montgomery. AUSA nate | 


also stated that regardless of the Department's wishes the ultimate 
decision as to whether or not to proceed against COLLIE LEROY WILKI 
rested with the Federal Judge. TAYLOR also stated the maximum 
sentence which could be hoped for was only 1 year and 1 day. e was 
of the opinion that it wuld be advantageous, if at all possible, | 
to revoke the probation of COLLIE LEROY WILKINS and have him serve 
at least the 1 year and 1 day sentence. AUSA TAYLOR stated that his 
primary purpose in making the telephone call was to insure that the 
FBI knew of the plans and contemplated action that sansa be sakes. | 
against 2 LEROY WILKINS, | 1 
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757 1 1-Mr. Malley 
: EUGENE THOMAS, Er AL. 1. . Hines 
VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA, ET AL. - VICTIMS | 7 
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 7 
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Inspector McGovern advised that the state and the Kaden 
have rested their cases in the trial of Collie Leroy Wilkins for the | 
murder of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo. The closing arguments are being iy ( 


to the jury and it is anticipated that the * will — the ä 
the jury sometime today. 2 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
Re: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. 
— AKA, ET AL. = VICTIMS 
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ar ONE TWENTYONE PM., INSTANT, l or 
TELCALL FROM MAN IDENTIFYING SELF arenen 
_ BROADCASTING COMPANY, TORONTO, CANADA, TELEPHONE NUMBER AREA CODE 
Som ONE SIX, NINE TWO FIVE - THREE THREE ONE ONE, QD 
r WHO ADVISED TV CREW HIS COMPANY WILL BE PRESENT 
MONTGOMERY » ALABAMA, EIGHT FIFTEEN P.M., INSTANT, TO INTERVIEW: 
PRINCIPALS OF LIUZZO TRIAL FOR CANADIAN TV SHOW [a - 
SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED PRESENCE OF GARY THOMAS ROWE FOR INTERVIEW. | 
GER WAS ADVISED PERSONNEL THIS OFFICE HAVE NO K 
ROWE 's CURRENT WHEREABOUTS OR AVAILABILITY FOR INTERVIEW 
, STATED HE MAY MAKE SIMILAR REQUEST OF FBI HEADQUARTERS OR_USDJ IN 
| DE De 
WASHINGTON, „„ FFF 
J ee 
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‘ GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 

10/29/65 
Gary Thomas Rowe is our 

informant who testified in the recent trial in 
Hayneville, Alabama, of Collie Leroy Wilken: 
in connection with the murder of 
Mrs. Liuzzo in Lowndes County, Alabama, 
on March 25, 1965. We will not under any 
circumstances make Rowe available for See 
‘interview by any news media. The ee 
‘Department is being advised of the request 
made by the Canadian Broadcasting Company. 
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EUGENE ‘Tuomas; ET AL. VIOLA GREGG LIUZZ O, AKA.3 ET Al. VICTIMS. 
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„„  REMYTEL Ius Tur. 8 


* @ 


conmcr WITH CLERK, CIRCUIT COURT, HAYNEVILLE, TODAY 
DEVELOPED THAT EVIDENCE INTRODUCED AT TRIAL OF COLLIE LEROY 
WILKINS IS PRESENTLY IN CUSTODY OF COURT REPORTER CHARLES 

HIGGINS , GREENVILLE, ALA. HIGGINS IS PRESENTLY IN STATE OF A 
TEXAS AND NOT EXPECTED TO RETURN UNTIL NOVEMBER EIGHT, REXT. 
.WOBILE HAS MADE ARRANGEMENTS TO CONTACT COURT REPORTER, 


- 5 ° 
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OBTAIN EVIDENCE AND DELIVER SAME R * MONTGOHERY » WHEN | 


REPORTER RETURNS TO GREENVILLE X W = yy. i 
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Memorandum 


0 uur. nr, dert. October 20, 1965 


— —. 


25 1- Mohr 
FROM : Rosen’ 5 a i l= Mr. DeLoach 


3 
| @ 1- Mr. Conrad 
8 EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; 1 Mr. Belmon 
VIOLA’ -LIUZZO, AKA, ET AL - VICTIMS l- Mr. Rosen 
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS l- Mr. Malley 
| 1 = Mr. McGowan / 
1 2 Mr. Hines 6 0 


Inspector McGovern telephonically advised the Bureau 
today that the trial of Collie Leroy Wilkins for the murder of . 
Mrs. Liuzzo had begun today in Hayneville, Alabama, Testimony is > 
being taken from witnesses at this time. 


0 

The prosecutor for the State has requested that Oo 
Marion Williams who conducted examination for the FBI Laboratory 
| for this case and Maurice Row of the Administrative Division who can 

testify as to the payments made to the informant (Gary Rowe) be 
available at the court house at Hayneville, Alabama, the first thing 
| in the morning, Thursday, October 21, 1965. The trial is scheduled 
to begin at 9 a. m. Central Standard Time and the prosecutor desires 
to confer with these men prior to that time. 


ACTION: : , ae 


oe The FBI Laboratory 1 the Administrative Division 
have been advised of the above information, Arrangements are a 
* for Messrs, Williams and Row to proceed to Haeville, 


“GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 


This matter pre to the shootin 
4 „of Urs. Viola Liuzzo in Lowndes County, 
2 jefttabana, on 3/25/65. One subject Collie 

5 gueroy Wilkins was tried by the State of 


mY Pyy py pm 


410 25/65 and was acquitted. At Depart- beats 
net s request we furnished to the state 
the results of our investigation and | 
"bed dence obtained for their use in the 
Wilkins trial. The evidence will be 
picked up from the state as requested 
by Mr. Turner today. Subjects Eugene 
Thomas, William Orville Eaton and 
OJiilkins are under Federal indictment 
ew wcharged with violation of the Civil 
Rights - Conspiracy Statute (T. 18, 
Bis Sec. 241, USC) and were arraigned this 


* Jindicated in attached teletype they 


.* 5 = 


entered pleas of not guilty. ---—~—~----. e . 
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1101 PM ‘CST URGENT 1173763 
TOs DIRECTOR (44-2860 13 

FROM: MOBILE\ (44-1245) 2 PAGES 


= 4 


EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL. VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO AKA} ET AL vy 
ci ie SELECTION Aus 


Ax re 
ON THIS DATE DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY JAMES TURNER ADVISED 5 . 
. ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL JOHN DOAR INSTRUCTED HIM TO REQUEST 
FBI TO PICK UP THAT EVIDENCE WHICH STATE OF ALABAMA OBTAINED 
FROM FBI AND ‘ENTERED INTO EVIDENCE DURING TRIAL *. r IN 
HAYNEVILLE, ALA. ATTORNEY STATED HE HAD CONTACTED JUL JUDGE : 
WERTH THAGGARD WHO'AGREED THAT THE EVIDENCE COULD BE PICKED | 
UP AND REQUESTED THAT ANY WRITTEN EVIDENCE 0 REPROD 1 
AND REPRODUCTION LEFT IN HANDS OF CL tk. 5/1 asi 37 . 
UP 7 


| TURNER REQUESTED EVIDENCE BE PI 1s DATE 


* — — 


HFI Rewced ToCor peg e — — 
Yacs REQUEST WILL BE COMPLIED WITH. = Nov ~ 


„ FOR 1 NFORMATI ON OF BUREAU , HelNUrs THOMAS 2 EATON ‘AND. 


WILKINS ACCOMPANIED BY ATTORNEY ART HANES | WERE ARRAI 2 in 
US. I Fe Con, tT | = 7 
SDC, BONTGOMERY, THIS DATE AND ENTERED PLEAS OF NOT GUILTY. * awh 


END PabE ONE ae ‘ 
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PAGE Two 
MO 44-1243 


DATE OF TRIAL NOT SET, BUT BELIEVED TO BE NOVEMBER TWENTYTWO, 
NEXT. BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED. oS 
END 
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Director, FBI (44-28601) 
. BAC, Birmingham (44-1236) (r) 


* * a: 

r * ‘ 
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, aka; 
ET AL - VICTIMS — as 
CR - EL 


e 


> 
aa 
: ~ @.e 


.. The Birmingham Division has not received any 
official information regarding the trial in Federal Court 
scheduled herein. Newspaper accounts disclose that trial 
set for term beginning November 22, 1965. It is not known | 


in the a on whet stimony 
of SAs and will be 
required; however, bo Oi these Agents were necessary 


and essential witnesses in the state trials held in this 
case. Neither has had any ee for pre-trial Son- oon 
ferences in this case. . 


a At the present time, both SAs — — 
are scheduled for in-service training to begin November 15 
1965, extending through November 26. In view of fact that 
it appears both of these Agents will be necessary witnesses 
.and will need time for pre-trial conferences with Federal D 


Attorneys in this matter, their attendance at in-service — 
A\ scheduled November . 1965, ae being cancel led. %, - 
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Memorandum gts os 
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— BOOST Berese of Investigation | 


oes 1908 Eres rr 5 7 we 2% „ * 
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ohn Doar 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 


green e 
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SUBJECT: desde vhinse: et al., Subjects; 
Viola Liuzzo, et al., Viet iss. 
CIVIL RIGHTS; BLECTION LAWS 


The trial of Subjects Eugene Thomas, W.0. Baton 
and Collie Leroy Wilkins for violation of 18 U.S.C. | 
241 bas been set For theYterm deginning Noveader 22, 
1965, at Montgomery, Alabama. It will probably be 
reached on November 29, 1965. : ean 


15 1 . 
2 eee. * 
FE aS dee. 


To: BAC, „ 
Fron: Director, ri (44-28601)- 4. 4 | 


EUGENE THOUAS, ET AL; gry -; 
VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA, ET HM. Ficrins 
CIVIL RIGHTS: * ELECTION Laws 


208 .@ ~«@ > — — — — . CO wow ae . i 


Enclosed hesovith | aro two copies of a Department 
momorandum dated 11/13/65 requesting background information 
On possible defense witnesscs. Also enclosed are two copies 
of Department memorandum dated 11/13/65 requesting investigation 
‘velating to some events not dircctly connected with the shooting 
of Mrs. Liuzzo. With regard to Department's requost for | 
background information on possible defense witnesses, you 
should obtain this information from a check of your files, 
a credit criminal check and a check with logical informants 
and confidential sources. Do not conduct any active 
investigation, e N 5 
Birmingham will conduct the Anvestigation concerning 
the events as set forth in Departnent's memorandum. Furnish 
necessary background information to Nobile for handling lead 
in Item 4 at Sclma. It will not be necessary to * _. 
lead sct forth in Iten 5. g . „ 


Surep setting forth ‘the results of your 1 
no later than 11/23/65. Furnish copy to Mobile for Departmental 
Attorney Janes 2 An Montgomery. 


Enclosures (4) 
2 @ Mobile (Enc. 2 
lesen JWH/ral / 
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-FE1 810-221-7333 CLG FBI COiJF CALL HOLD LINE PLS 
731 WASH DC 


F3I MOBILE 
u CST URGENT 11-9-65 JEB 
DIRECTOR (44-28601) 22.kꝗk - 
FRO MCSILE (44-1245) 7 


EUGENE THOMAS , ET AlL; VIOLA GREGG L1UZZO, AKA, ET.AL = VICTINS. CR, 
EL. OO “OBILE. | oe 


REMOTEL NOV. FIVE, LAST. 
THE HUSILE OFFICE HAS SECURED THE EVIDENCE THAT vas INTRODUCED 
In THE TRIAL OF THIS CASE AT HAYKEVILLE, ALA. aod 
DEPT. ATTORNEY TURNER HAS INDICATSU HE MIGHT POSSIBLY ESI d 
FURTHER EXANINATION OF POxTIONS OF THE EVIDENCE BY THE LAS. 
In VIEW OF THE MEARNESS OF THE TRIAL, IT IS RESPECTFULLY 
REGUESTED THE BUREAU CONTACT THE DEPARTIWENT TO DETERWINE THE 
“RSTENTION OF THE EVIDENCE 1 HOBILE TERRITORY AND WHETHER FURTHER 
xa un TI o. 18s DESIRbD. 8. 25 rf 
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FB! Ae FBI CONF CALL HOLD LINE PLS 
FBI WASH DC | 


FBI MOBILE 
34-48 PM CST URGENT 11-9-65 JEB 
TO DIRECTOR (44-28601) 

M MOBILE (44-1245) IP 


EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; VIOLA GREGG LIUzzo, AKA, ET AL - VICTIMS. CR, 
EL. OO MOBILE. | : 7 


REMOTEL NOV. FIVE, LAST. E 

THE MOBILE OFFICE HAS SECURED THE EVIDENCE THAT WAS INTRODUCED 
IN THE TRIAL OF THIS CASE AT HAYNEVILLE, AK.” fy - 4 5000. 32 

DEPT. ATTORNEY TURNER HAS ng MIGHT POSSIBLY DESIRE 
FURTHER EXAMINATION OF PORTIONS OF THE EVIDENCE BY THE LAB, . 

_IN VIEW OF THE NEARNESS OF THE TRIAL, IT 1S RESPECTFULLY 
REQUESTED THE BUREAU CONTACT THE DEPARTMENT TO DETERMINE THE 
RETENTION OF THE EVIDENCE IN MOBILE TERRITORY . FURTHER 
EXAMINATION IS DESIRED. 
END 3 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-28601) 
FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1236) 


un “THOMAS; ET AL 
— tesa "aka; ET AL - VICTIMS 


Re San ase ib ‘telcall this ante. 25 


Telephonic inquiry of the Mobile Office discloses that 
no new information has been furnished from the office of the 
U. 8. Attorney relative to the date trial in instant case will 
start. The Mobile Office advised that in the event any positive 
information-received regarding the trial date herein, it will be 
immediately furnished to the San * Office for its 2 
formation and guidance, : 


Concerning the inquiries wate by San bed in Ats ö 
airtel dated 11/9/65, Birmingham Office feels that it is premature 
at this time to make any recommendations with respect to 1 
arrangements for relocation, employment and severance. 


3 Bureau 

72 Mobile (44-1245) 

2 San Francisco (44-609) 
2 Birmingham 
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‘UNITED STATES 80 aer 


Memorandum 


Mr. ote ae | pate: 1/1/65 1 
/ 75 F ö 1 - Office, Room 133 a i 
H. Dit * 1 - Mr. a aks 
sUNECT: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL.; VIOLA GREGG 


LIUZZO, AKA. ; LEROY JEROME MOTON, 
VICTIMS; CR El. 


m. 


This case concerns the murder of Mrs. Liuzzo, a 
civil rights worker, near Selma, Alabama, on the 2K of / ‘ 
$/25/ ” 
me Federal trial! involving 8 a conspiracy indictment = 
has been set for 3s 65, in Montgomery, Alabama. 
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For information. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (4h -28602) 
SAC, MOBILE -es) 


VIOLA’ GREGG L1U2Z0, aka; 
ET AL - VICTIMS... 
CR- EL... 


Re San Francisco sisal, 1/2/65, no copy to the 
Bureau or Birmingham. 


Referenced airtel weinst the Mobile. office to 
forward to San Francisco Xerox or readable transcript of 
pace oo of ROWE's testimony in the second WILKINS 
tri 


ARTHUR GAMBLE, Circuit Solicitor, advised that 
Departmental Attorney and State officials had made requests 
for transcript of the retrial of WILKINS, however, it has 
not as yet been completed. GAMBLE advises that PAL 
HIGGINS, Court Reporter, will be in Court at Hayneville 
for the remainder of the week and doubts whether the 8 

eript will be completed this week. 


GAMBLE advises that ‘Departmental 1 om 1 
request ing an 3 copy of ROWE'S testimony only. Pe ee 


2 = San Francisco (Au- 


as - Mobile . 
eeu ‘ei 5 8 
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a 2259 * ral we = Ce, 
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(Fz Birmingham (44-2936), 7 n Ht 


onony,, At 48 l That ‘the: 
y “wish to maintain contact with Departmental Attorney =”. 1 
RNER to make available a copy of ROWE's re or site’ 
transcript of record as he receives it. 


Close liaison has been maintained with U.S. ea 

1 Attorney BEN HARDEMAN, Montgomery, Ala. He advises that 
„ z the Federal charges against the subjects will be handled by, at 

-.. Departmental Attorneys... “The next session of Court: begins. % 
11/22/65, however, he confidentially advises that according . „ 
to the Department instant matter will be heard 11/29/65. e 
He does not desire this ‘information to be — any publica 
Ken. , .. 3 =< . e 1 — * N —— 
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MOBILE ad “2/16/65 20/6/65 
i we REPORT MADE BY | TVPED BY 
4 a 5: ‘Ye 
OLA GREGG LIUZZO, aka; sain ee 
ET AL - VICTIMS ee fe 


REFERENCE: Mobile report of SA a 5/25/65. 


Mobile teletype to Bureau, 10/14/65. “4 


OS 2 oe — 


Mobile teletype to Bureau, 1/5/65. 
1 


LEADS: 
BIRMINGHAM AND SAN FRANCISCO (INF RMATION) 


information copy being sent Birmingham and San 
Francisco in view of their interest. 


‘MOBILE 


AT MONTOOMERY, oP Will follow prosecutive . 
action. f 5 11 . . , OG a i 
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1 - San Francisco (44 — 
3 - Mobile (44-1245) 


0 ee 
ee as 
OmSSEMINaATion RECORD OF ATTACHED REPORT 


| 
| 


om) . . 


77 . =r ge 


SEE n Dye ate . RSS 


„ r 


ru Wer. -- ⏑⁹ſ 0 8 7 _ WZ 
a . — N ne ee j 


5 Lb STATES DEPARTMENT OF — 
f FEDERAL BUREAU OF . fe 


9 


nnn Berg. cage „ 2 
. ‘ ~_ 


$ grr: 


ee? 


Copy to: 1 = United States attorney, Montgomery, Alabama ~~ 


Report of: SA | Ble o MOBILE | 
Date 1 


Field Office File 6: 4 -12ks5 Bureev File 6: 41;-28601 


Tie: EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL; 
VIOLA GREGG * ET AL - VICTIMS 


— — — 2 Kä— = ew .- 42a — — 


CIVIL RIGHTS . — ELECTION LAWS 


7 


| etrial of subject WILKINS was held at nr 
Ala., on 10/18-22/65, result ing in not guilty verdict on the 
State murder charges. All subjects arraigned in USDC, 

Montgomery, Ala., on Federal charge and entered pleas of not 


guilty. Next session of Court begins — Ve, bid 
1 : 


bic bid 


This document contains neither recommendations aer conclusions ef the FBI. u is the property of the FB! end is leaned to 
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| Retrial of subject COLLIE LEROY WILKINS vas helé - 
at Hayneville, Alabama, October 18 to 22, 1965, the Jury 1 
returning a verdict of not guilty. ea 5 


Subjects THOMAS, EATON and WILKINS, accompanied 
by their attorney ARTHUR HANES, were arrianged in United. 
States District Court, Montgomery, Alabama, November 5, 
1965, and entered pleas of. not guilty. 4.3. .... 


* 0 é 2 0 * 120 2 0 7 


; | Office of the Clerk of United states 
District Court, Montgomery, Alabama, advised there was no ou 

date of trial set but the next session of Court. would begin 
November 22, 1965. | , pei erie Sr i 
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21 4 ‘DIRECTOR 


i Fe OF PNVESTIGATION 
_ COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
NOV 18 865 


i TELETYPE 
“FBI WASH DC 


Ur. 11. 


Ar. FJ. 1. r. 


I Tele. Reem 


PBI MOBILE 


Miss '. hae. 
Mis Gandy 


FROM MOBILE /4h-1245/ 
EUGENE THOMAS ET AL; VILA LIUZZO, ET AL@VICTIMS, CR. 
AT HEARING THIS DATE IN USDC ON MOTIONS FILED EARLIER 


Ms WEEK BY ART HANES TO DISMISS THE INDICTMENT AGAINST 
SUBJECTS AND FOR A BILL OF PARTICULARS FROM GOVERNMENT. — 
JUDGE FRANK M. JOHNSON JR, STRONGLY INDICATED HE WOULD =: 


DENY THE MOTION TO DISMISS AND MINTED WOULD DENY W . 


“BILL OF PARTICULARS ALTHOUGH STATED WOULD GIVE FORMAL ne 
JUDGMENT NEXT DATE. . | 
BUREAU WILL BE ADIVSED. 

END 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-28601) 
SAC, MOBILE (44-1245) (P) 


* 


OMAS; 
ii 
VIOLA LIUZZO, aka; 
ET AL - VICTIMS 
CR - EL 
(00: Mobile) 


Re Bureau teletype, 11/10/65. 


Under separate cover are being personally delivered 


the evidence as referred to in referenced telet The , 
evidence will be in possession of ee who - 
4s scheduled for In Service on 11/15/05. e . 11 


be delivered to the Physics-Chemistry Section, FBI 
Laboratory, care a: 


fy) - Bureau 


l‘= Package 
2e- Yigal 
19 


» Room 7133. R 
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BACs, Birninghan (44-1236) (Enc. 2) 
Mobile (44-1245) (Enc. 3) 


From: Director, FBI 
EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; 


VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA, ST AL - . VICTIUS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


Enclosed herewith for Birmingham and Mobile are two 
copies of a self-explanatory memorandum from the Department 
dated 11/20/65 requesting certain additional davestigation 
* connection with the upcoming trial in this matter. 2 


Birmingham conduct the investigation as set forth 
in Items 1, 2 and 4. Mobile will handle Item 3. Sureps > 
no later than 11/27/65. Furnish appropriate copies to 
Departmental Attorney James Turner who is in — 
preparing for the trial. 
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SAC, Mobile (44-1245) 
: birector bl (44-28601) — 56 7 


EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; 
VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA, ET AL = VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS = ELECTION LAWS SC 


heBuairtel 11/22/65. 


Enclosed herewith for Mobile are two copies of 
a memorandum from the Department dated 11/19/65 request ing 
that we furnish certain information concerning logical routes 
to Birmingham as reportedly traveled by subjects. A ow a 
— also enclosed to Birmingham for information. 5 


Mobile handle and surep no later than 11/27/65. 
Results may be included in the report of investigation 
forwarded to you by Bureau airtel dated 11/22/65. Furnish 
copy to Departmental Attorney, — , Alabama. 3 


Enclosures (2) ; 
i @ Birmingham (44-1236) (Enc.) (for info) 
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FEDERAL. BUREAU OF e 3 
WASHINGTON, D. c. 20535 28 


DATE: 11768 


TO: Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Room 301D, Federal Building 
Mont „ Alabama 


Attenfion: Special — — 
a FBI Laborator 
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~ Evidence specimens 4 


Ask 
WeEwwReY EXPRESS 


Spectet Instructions: 

Mail Room: Show shipment date and registry number. 

Shipping Room: Show shipment date: bill of lading number; 
initial invoice; return to Section checked in block; after 
initialing’in block, invoice to be placed in administrative file. 
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3237 P URGENT . 11723765 
TO: IRECTOR €44*28601) 3 
FROM: "MOBILE (44-1245) 


oe ee ee 


nee a ET AL: VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, ET Al. VICTIHS 
CR - EL. 


ON THIS DATE AAG JOHN DOAR, AND DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY SSS 


9 a ae we: Sy . 


JAMES TURNER ADVISED SA QT rovTCOMERY, aLaBava ble 


THAT ON THE MORNING OF NOVEMBER TWENTYNINE, NEXT, WHEN THEY 

RECEIVE JURY LIST FOR TRIAL IN THIS MATTER, THEY WILL WANT an 
IMMEDIATE CHECK MADE OF ALL MEMBERS OF THE JURY. DOAR INDICATED ~' 
THAT A MERE INDICES CHECK WILL NO) SUFFICE AND SUGGESTED THAT 

AGENTS BE STANDING BY IN MONTGOMERY AND IN OTHER RESIDENT 

AGENCIES IN THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF ALABANA TO DO IMMEDIATE 

BACKGROUND CHECKS ON ALL MEMBERS, STATING ONLY APPROXIMATELY 


que Ge? OWS 


Se EE . — — 


THREE HOURS WILL BE E ALLOWED FOR THIS THIS CHECK AND REPORTING SME. 3 
THE ABOVE IS FOR INFORNATION OF THE BUREAU AND BUREAU WILL 


BE ADVISED WHEN SUCH REQUEST IS ACTUALLY RECEIVED. 1 
(CORRECTION } oe ee 
LINE WORD 7 SuOULD-pE—SNOT" — h. Y 57 
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‘TO BAC, MOBILE, (44-1245) 5 i 
FROM DIRECTOR, FBI (44-28601) 5 / 

EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL;<VIOLA LIvzz0, AKA, ET AL DASH VICTIMS; 
CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS, . 

REURTEL NOVEMBER TWENTY THREE LAST, ET REFERENCED TELETYPE sn 
YOU ADVISED THAT AAG JOHN DOAR WILL DESIRE AN IMMEDIATE CHECK BE 
MADE OF ALL MEMBERS OF THE JURY ON THE JURY LIST FOR TRIAL IN 
THIS MATTER WIEN IT IS RECEIVED AND THAT A MERE INDICES CHECK WILL 
NOT SUFFICE. FOR YOUR INFORMATION, THIS MATTER WAS TAKEN UP WITH 
am, Donn AT TUE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT no REER TWENTY FOUR INSTANT 
AND DOAR ADVISED THAT DEPARTMENT DID NOT DESIRE ANY CHECK OF THE 
JURY LIST BEYOND A CHECK OF YOUR INDICES, CREDIT AND CRIMINAL CHECK 
AND A CHECK WITH LOGICAL CONFIDENTIAL SOURCES AND INFORMANTS OF 
YOUR OFFICE. UPON RECEIPT OF DEPARTMENT'S REQUEST n A CHECK OF 
THE JURY LIST FROM MR, DOAR OR MR, TURNER WHO WILL BE in 
MONTGOMERY AT THE TRIAL YOU WILL INSURE THAT NECESSARY PERSONNEL 
ARE IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE TO CONDUCT THE CHECK AS ABOVE LIMITED. _ 
YOU MAY FURNISH RESULTS ORALLY TO DOAR OR TURNER AND CONFIRM BY 


‘Qcieeni___ APPROPRIATE FD-THREE ZERO TWO'S WHICH WILL BE INCLUDED IN YOUR 
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Mobile advised that AAG Doar and Department Attorney Turner 
on 11/23/65 stated that on the morning of 11/29/65 when they . 
received the jury list that they will want an immediate dheck 
made of jury members on the list. Mobile said Doar indicated 
a mere indices check would not suffice and that there would only 
be approximately 3 hour's time within which to conduct the checks 
before the jury will be selected for the list. This matter was 
discussed with Mr. Doar in Washington, D. C., on 11/24/65. 
Mr. Doar stated that he had not wished to indicategthat he deisred 


any actual investigation into the background of the members of the 
jury list and that a check of our field office indices, a credit. 
and criminal check and a check with confidential sources ang 
informants who could possibly be in a position to be acquainted . 
with any jury members would be sufficient. This does not | 


constitute a jury panel in and we conducted a eue 
check of the state jury 3 in the twastate trials of se : 
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Ie Leroy Wilkins. | e 
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cence Date: 11/265 


(Type in plaintext or code) ae. 
“ * . AIRMAIL 


DIRECTOR, FBI (uu-28601) 
SAC, MOBILE (44-1245) (P) 


EUGENE THOMAS; NT. A. 
VIOLA LIUZZO, aka; 

ET AL - VICTIMS 
CR - EL aoe 
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— ReBUairtel, 11/22/65, with attached Departmental 
request. , | 1 


As indicated, the birth certificate is- being 
forwarded directly to the Departmental Attorney at 
Montgomery, Ala. U.S. Attorney, Montgomery, furnished 
copy of letterhead memorandun. ? 
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vun . STATES DEPARTMENT or ICE “ss age —.— 


~ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ee 


Mobile, Alabama 
November. 24, a9 


DDr 


ET AL 
VIOLA LIUZZO; ET AL - VICTIMS 


nenn ORE ORES tose 


Reference is made 90 Departmental request of 
November 20, 1965, and particularly Paragraph 3 thereof in ae, 
reference to the certification of the birth of Viola Liuzzo. - tan 


a Being forwarded: herewith to the Departmental 2 
Attorney at Montgomery, Alabama, is the requested certifi- © 
cation of birth. - --------—- W . 
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This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conlus ions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI. 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents ae not to, 
be distributed 96 Jour. ‘agency. „ „„ ˙ ae, 
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_ §\57 PMECST URGENT: 11/23/65. 110 
TO\ = DIRECTOR, ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, KANSAS CITY, NEW 
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ORLEANS, NEW YORK, SAVANNAH, AND ST. LOUIS. 
NEW YORK VIA WASHINGTON 
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FROM. MOBILE \44-1245\ 35 M 
EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL\ VIOLA GREGG LIUZZ0, ET AL = VICTIMS. 
CR, EL. | | 


DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY JAMES TURNER ADVISED THIS DATE HE 
‘ DESIRES FOLLOWING AGENTS REPORT TO u. s. ATTORNEY\S OFFICE, 
MONTGOMERY, ALA., ELEVEN A.M., CST, NOVEMBER TWENTYEIGHT, 
NEXT, FOR CONFERENCES IN CONNECTION WITH Tay, OF THIS CASE, 


WHICH STARTS IN 233 MONTGOMERY, NOVEMBER W NETS 70 / 500 
iin Nannen . 


— . 
V 
— — noBiLe. Bic ' 


_ TURNER STATED WILL BE IN PIRMINGHAM TEN . u., NOVEMBER . 
TWENTYFOUR, NEXT, AND DESIRES TO MEET AT BIRMINGHAM OFFICE Ns 
- WITH AS MANY OF FOLLOWING AGENTS AS ARE AVAILABLE TO discuss 
ae CASE, AFTER WHICH WILL SELECT THOSE AGENTS WHOM HE 


. DESIREG TO REPORT TO MONTGOMERY, ELEVEN A.M., NOVEMBER 
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- PAGE a 
‘“TWENTYEIGHT, FOR ADDITIONAL CONFERENCES\ 


INSPECTOR MC GOVERN, s rr 
—3ůr3ßr— . — » ) 


TURNER ADVISED DESIRES FOLLOWING PERSONS BE AVAILABLE AT 
 @REAS OF ASSIGNMENT FROM MOVEMBER TWENTYNINE, NEXT, UNTIL... 
"FURTHER NOTICE FOR POSSIBLE SUBPOENAS, ALTHOUGH DOES NOT DESIRE 

THEIR PRESENCE UNLESS ADVISED\ 
Z—Lé—ẽ—— — ̃ BOTH OF aTTaura. 

TURNER DESIRES FOLLOWING AGENTS BE AVAILABLE AT THEIR 

USUAL AREAS OF ASSIGNMENT FROM NOVEMBER THIRTY, NEXT UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE SO THEY CAN BE CALLED FOR REBUTTAL TESTIMONY 


Ir NEEDED\ QS NEV YORK crrNꝗ⏑W ö 
KANSAS I sr. LOU! QUT 
11 —— 
BOTH OF NEW OR. Kaus ö deer BOTH 5 


OF MOBILE. Dc 
UACB EACH OFFICE WILL INSURE ABOVE DEPARTMENTAL REQUEST 
COMPLIED WITH. 
“END PAGE Two 
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OFFICES OF ASSIGNMENT OF ABOVE AGENTS COMPILED FROM DATA 
AVAILABLE MOBILE AND BIRMINGHAM OFFICES. IF AGENT ASSIGNED 
AT OFFICE OTHER THAN INDICATED, PLEASE FORWARD REQUEST TO 


OFFICE OF ASSIGNMENT. 
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ALL OTHER OFFICES ADVISED SEPARATELY 
END AND ACK PLS 3 
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TO SAC u TORK 
FROM 1 FBI 


EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; VIOLA GREGG L102z0, ET AL = VICTIMS, 


CIVIL RIGHTS = ELECTION LAWS. | 

THE FEDERAL CIVIL RIGHTS TRIAL IN THIS MATTER Is SCHEDULED — 
TO TAKE PLACE ELEVEN TWENTY-NINE, SIXTYFIVE, 1K v. 8, DISTRICT 
COURT, MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY JAMES 
TURNER WHO 18 IN MOBILE PREPARING FOR THE TRIAL HAS REQUESTED co 
THAT n NOW ASSIGNED TO YOUR OFFICE Hh nr 
TO THE USA'S OFFICE AT MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, ‘AT ELEVEN A. u., CST, | 
ELEVEN TWENTY-EIGHT, SIXTYFIVE, FOR CONFERENCES IN CONNECTION 


“ITH THE TRIAL, INSTRUCT 8 TO REPORT AS REQUESTED, V c- 
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ReBuairtel dated 11/22/65. 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 4 ** of 
ietterhead memorandum reflecting investigation conducted as 
requested by the Department Of Justice memorandum dated 

1 19/65. 


Copies of this letterhead memorandum are being made 
available to the U. S. Attorney and Departmental 9 
at Montgomery, Ala. 7 6 
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D BTATES DEPARTMENT oi Joericr e 
ERL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Mobile, Alabama | 
November 24, 19885 
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EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL; 
VIOLA LIUZZO; ET AL - VICTIMS 
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Set forth below are results of investigation eon- 
ducted to determine routes between Selma and Birminghan, 
Alabama: | eae " 
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Observation of official Alabama State Highway Map 
Fefiects that the following ars the routes from Selma, Alabama 
to Birminghon and Bessener, Alabama: 


The most direct route is United States Ng 80 
fron Selma, Alabaaz to State Highway 14, State Hichway 14 to 
State Highway 219, State Hicheny 219 to State Higmay 5, 
state gg 5 United States Highway 11, and United States 
Highway 11 to Bessener, *. 


4. ‘gnother route 1s State Highway 22 from “Seine ce er. * 
Maplesville, Alabama and State Highway 191, State Histway 191 
to United States Higtway 31, United States Highway 31 to 
Birminghan, Alabama, or to State Highway 150, which outa ort 

to Bessemer, south of Biminghan, Alabmna.. 


.. Another route is State Hemm 22 to maplesyilis, 
Alabama and State Nigtnay 139, State Highway 139 to State 
Mgmey 25, State Hizhway 25 to Montevallo, Alabama and 
State way 119, State Highway 119 to United States 
Highway 31, and United States Highway 31 to Biminghan, 
Alabazs , or to State Rigiway 450, as stated above. — 


A map with @ legend reflecting any road repairs, 
amtencbile accidents, Jandmarics, and 2 will de made 
a | directly to the Deparinental — in ä 
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construct * a — Department, Montgomery, Alabama, 
advised that on March 25, 1965 there was no construction 

gobs under construction from his office in the following 
counties: Dallas, Autauga, Perry, Chilton, Bibb, Shelby, and 
Jefferson. All routes from Selma to Birmingham, Alabama or 
Bessemer, Alabama would pass through these counties.b/c- IR 
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ghway 
Alabama, ‘advised that in travel le Selma to Bessemer 
Alabama by United States Highway 80 to State Highway ih, 

State Highway 14 to State Highway 219, State Highway 219 4 ee 
State Highway 25, and thence to United States Highway 11 the 
only bridge of major size is the — over aes var . 
River in Sarai asa Alabama... Us, 


An travel from Selina, Alabama via State Highway 227 ~ 
to We Alabama, then State Highway 191 to United ‘i 
States Highway 31, and thence to Birmingham, Alabama the only 
major bridge would be that at the = 8 
„ over the Cahaba River. „ „ 
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In travel fron Selma; Alabama via State Highway 22, : 
State Highway 139, State Highway 25, and State Highway 119 to 
United States Highway 31, and thence to Birmingham or 
Bessemer, Alabama the only major bridge would be that over 
the Cahaba River at the * 3 — — . Line. 
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Alabama Department Of Public Safety, Montgomery, Alabama, 


advised that a check of accident reports for March 25, 1965 
reflected that between 6:20 P.M. and 10:30 P.M. there were 
eos, no oo. on the following highways in the following 
JJ Be Ref. eh heh 


" * "United States Highway 80, State Highway 117 
State Highway 219, State Highway 5, United eve 
States Highway 11, State Highway 22, State ..._. 

Highway 191, United States Highway 31, State ~~: 
Highway 139, State Highway 25, State Highway 119, 
State Highway 150, in Dallas, Autauga, Perry, 
2 Jefferson, Chiiton, and Shelby Counties, 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your ä F 2 i 


ss be ae Bek al 


r Me 


99 ed — * 
* — 
22 Po  & 2 eo. « a” a 28 =" 


ee 


etiw~ "6. « ee. * ema 
— 0 „ “® 7°" ~ie - - 


Mere 7 ARE: Feo Ne - 
* 5 2 
— . 0 


—— 7 


oo. J 0 Dato 11/25/ —— 
Po: = 3 

Fl Pirector 4 fw sy) 

— 


Att.: 0 ' 1 - — 72 4 — j 2 2 * A ed . Fy 
l „ 84 —— 5. = — — 


}) SAC 85 1 3 8 ä 8 1 3 


(_} ASAC — ‘ “159 „ 2 5 es | * rool 3 on — — ids T 
D Supv. ö 
Dent 3 — eras 

DE 2 Sohn = te aes 
0 —— FFF 
D Steno 
D Clerk 


— 
ACTION DESIRED Bete 
TC) Acknowledge DD Open Cos e 
[Assign Reassign___ L] Prepore leod cords ; er 8 
Bring file OD fpPtepore tickler 1 — n Te 5 2 
L)Celime © ~~ ‘“C)Rechorge seri N. be . ae ie Goes 
DO Correct C_] Return ossigty , i mea N ; 


19 fee me, we 


Obe odline (J) Return file | . . Sat N ee 
(_) Deadline pos sed [Return serials Fa 
[J Delinquent C_) Search and return Se ee 8 
DO Discontinue (J See me F 


— “4 


(_)-Expedite DU Send Serials 2 24. e ee FR eee eR. 


CZ File to dpe hie 
U For information D Submit new charge out “a F 


5 e 2 * 


DL. eds need attention DO Type 


(7) Return with explanation or notation as to oction token. 


—— — 8 


C_) Initial & return DU Submit oe 


ao r ae — 
ae O1 Ss dev, NK. 
8 8 3% or oa n . 9 1 ep. 
Plss.a cre 8d: i, C420 Sop. berms. 
* 


26 „ „ „„.. r — 


Rem a” : AX: aid te 1 


= +S 


a a : * ne, . 8 28 ai eZ. » 4 4 
n . nity igen ! . OE ge, 5 Re 23 2 2 8 
‘ 1 "4 * 12 : * . ; 1 . — : 3 * 


2 A. ” wt N tr cere 4 


: 2 N n loo he 9 — 
E K NNER AN 


eddie € OF INVESTIGATION. 


Ones eh en 


— Laer eee eee 0 
chic MOBILE | 11/24/65 | Nes 


3 — Dy | : a Typed Dr: 
ESGENE ‘THOMAS, ~ Io Au 
Etal; 


CHARACTER OF CASE 
VIOLA LIUZZO, aka 
Etal - VICTIMS 


CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 


REFERENCES: Mobile teletype to Chicago dated 11/22/65. 
Chicago teletype to Bureau dated 11/23/65. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


As is noted in this report individuals interview di 
furnished the names 


Leads to interview above two individuals were set, 
out in referenced Chicago teletype to Bureau, Jacksonville 
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2 Nobile (44-1245) 

1 = USA JAMES TURNER, 7 
Montgomery, Alabama 
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CG 44-773 | 
res, and Mobile. - 
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~ additionally all interviewed noted a 0 news 


car" a described as a white Ford or Chevrolet, parked | 


mear the police car. Also several were of opinion an 

additional private vehicle was stopped at that location 

when they pulled up, and were of opinion another vehicle 

was stopped behind them. This information was also set out 

in referenced Chicago teletype for consideration of Mobile — | 
Office, as additional leads assuming the — weet ee 
eco have also ticketed these — „ peer | rs 
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c 1 Us JANES TURNER 
MONTGOMERY, ALABAKA 


Rapa of SA wee Office: . CHICAGO 
Mer 11/24/65 | 


Field Office File 6. 44-773 | dees File i 44-2860] 
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I 3 
e . i Volkswagen microbus, 
eres of Cine: is, llinois, advised 11/23/65, 
that they recall being stopped for speeding on the 
Montgomery, Akbama to Selma, Alabama Highway while 
en route to Selnz 1 € ins © : by Alabama 
State ede N 
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Est mate time as between 8:30 AM 9:30 PM. None 
noted ident it ies or descriptions of passing vehicles going 
either direction, Noted "ABC News car“ parked near police car 
as well as an ad@itional unidentified vehicle believed stopped 
by police prior co their arrival. Several believed : 
additional vehicle following theirs wat stopped under * 
similar circumstances. bie 
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me: 11/23/65 „ Chicago, Illinois sii ee ence 
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: i that he was in the 
company of a group of pedple Zrom Chicago who went to Selma, 


Alabama, in March, 1965, join in the Selma to Montgomery = - 


march by civil rights advocates. The group was made up § * = 
primarily of students and associates who frequent the Campus | 
Christian Association which is next to the Illinois State 
Teachers College. His 1961 Volkswagen was used as the 
transpomat 10. 7 „ 7 


ie 1»„⏓df⸗ ß that be wcalls leaving 
Montgomery, abama, On March 25, 1965, with some of the group 


referred to above, in his Volkswagen en route to Selma, 
Alabama. He recalls they drove on the main highway from 
Montgamery to Selma, were heading west and believed departed 
Montgomery at approximately 8:00 PI. X. 


After driving approximately 25 miles, th ey were  . 
flagged down by an Alabama State Trooper holding a flashlight 
and subsequently pulled over on the el shoulder. Both he 
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a — out of the vehicle at which time they vere 1 
' advised by the trooper that they had passed a radar ear 


and were noted as speeding, was given a ticket although 
he . signed the ticket as owner of tue 
e vehicle; ; ‘ wii - 

He would estimate the time at about 8:30 p.m., and 
that they were only stopped for “a few minutes”. He did not 
notice the identities of any passing vehicles but does seem to 
recall there was some traffic on the road. He does recall an 
“ABC News car", possibly a white Chevrolet parked next to the 

police car but did not notice a driver. He thought there was 
another vehicle stopped there prior to their arrival but also 
the make and model are unknown. He seems to recall that another 
vehicle following them was stopped probably after running through 
the radar but also did not notice the make and model. e 
stated that several in the bus were of the opinion that this was 
a road block and did not realize it was a traffic radar set 
up. 


as — <02: 12:00 that all times referred 
to by him are est ed, however, he does recall leaving 


St. Judes Roman Catholic Church in Montgomery about 8:00 p.m. 
that evening and noted from the ticket received, they were 
eleven miles from Selma. b/c : 


: . he can furnish no 
additional informaTion. stated he would be willing to 


testify in court to this information and would furnishe 
signed statement at a latter date, if necessary. 6) 
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5 e ee he was in Alabama during STA 
- the latter par rch, 1965, for the civil rights + 

march from Selma to Montgomery. He went to that area from 
Chicago with a group of people who frequent and are 

associated with the Campus Christian Association at 6720 

South Stewart Avenue, — which group’ was * 8 

made up of students. 9 

He recalls tt on March 25, 1965, he was in the ; 

compar : 1 N 5 

i: —ͤ— ae of Chicago, as well | 
L* a fer in Montgomery, 
Alabama. The group departed Montourcry at approximately 
Volkswagen for the trip to Selna. 2 was 
tired and as a result bo, did the driving. After 
approximately 20 or 25 miles while ;head ing towards Sela 
along Highway 80, they passed an Alabama State Patrol radar 
car and were subsequently flagged down by an officer with 


a flashlight standing near the highway. r stoppin : 
. the vehicle on the shoulder, both he an 
got out and discussed the matter with the officer. He was 


1 told he had been exceeding the speed limit by at least five 
miles per hour and was issued a ticket. Following this they 
continued their trip to Selma. tated that he believes 
he may hame been exceeding the Init about five miles per 
hour but certainly no more cane that. bie 


11/23/7665 „ Chicago, Illinois Filet CG 44-773 


o 3 
* 3 at 
jau : i 11/24/ 65 oe 
by Date dictated Oe 


Wu document conteins neither recommendations ner concivsions of the PBI. & is the — of the FB! ond ts leened to your egenty: 
@ end im contents are nei to be distribwied ewhide your agency. 


er 4 
— 2 5 5 15 - * 


— . 


* 
* 
“Je 


> 
> 
* 
* 
5 
— 
* 


| 


rr e Te Owe + ee —. ; 
+ 
4 


8 
_ 


é 


— 4 
6 


* * 2 
nr ore 


+ "ee > Bek * 


advised he could furnish no additional 
_ information and did not care to furnish a statement, 
however, would — to the above a . 
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Svised she had been in Alabana 

dur ing Larch of 1965 for the civil rights march from 

Selma, Alabama, to Montgomery, Alabama. Sho recalis 

being in Montgomery on Arch 25, 1965, as that is the 

Gate they departed Montgomery for Solna and subsequently 7 

began their return to Chicago. She continucd she — 

left Chicago with a group representing the Canpus 
Christian Association, a student group affiliated with an 

Episcopal Church at 6720 South Stovart Avenue, Chicago, -— 

which is near the ul mois Teachers College. "ghe cannot 

recall the entire group nor who was riding with Won 3 

on ach and every occasion as automobiles woro at a 

premium and transportation was scarce. She belicves that 

on the trip { eee todo: a to Selra sho was in the 
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. he is not sure of i 
that is as tu Whod 5 tually made this trip | 
does recall him being in the crowd fron tine to tlas. 80 


Tt z nue tint he rocalis leaving 
St. Judes Ronan Catholic Mission acar Hontgonery at about 
8:00 p.m. that date. She would estinate that sonotine 
botwoen 8:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. thoir car was stopped by 
an Alabama Police officer. She did not got out of the 
car but did look out the window and observed the driver 
getting a ticket. She also noticed a police car and at 
least one other car parked near it. Sho did not note 
the dcscription of this other car. She belioves there 
was traffic on cho e 7. coing ! tho . but 
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in view of the darkness, did not notice any makes or 
models. She had no reason to take any undue notice 


of any passing vehicles. : 


After approximately 10 minutes they again were 
on their way and went to Selma. Several hours later 
they heard rumors that a woman had been killed somewhere 
on the highway. She estimates they departed 2 eee 
Chicago at about 11:30 p.m. March 25, 1965. * 


e ERE cv sc0e she could furnish no additional 
information » | U 
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| . that she was An ein 
uring the latter part of March, 1965, and participated 
in the civil rights march from Selma, Alabama, to . 
Montgomery, Alabama. She left Chicago with a group from =~ 
the Campus Christian Association (CCA), 6720 South — ” 
Avenue, Chicago, — students, 11 of whom —— 
f in the march. N i 


: ö 
on March 25. 1965, she, along with about ix’ 


| others of their group, — 4. Montgomery, Alabar or 
Sely Alabama, in a Volkswaren bus owned by 5 


Norne 1 = * „AS drIU THE. =" 2re 
at St. Judes Mission bear Montyomery on that evening and 


would estimate — ere © at 8:00 p.m. for their trip 
to Selz > tt : snory she believes that besides 


* Ane herself, the occupants of the 
vehicle includeg - } 


| oc 
She recalls that after approximately a half hour - 
drive their vehicle d by the Alabama Highway === 
Patrol. The driver, Mien vac su uently ticketed 
, r speeding. She believes * nd Reverend 
, out of the . 1 
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: stated that it was dark and that she 
did note some automobiles passed; however, they were only 
“headlights"to her. She did observe a "News car“ parked 
mear the police car and assumed the driver had been stopped 
by the police. She also believes another car, which had 
been following them, was also stopped but cannot be sure. 
She stated the rear of the Volkswagen bus had no seats and 
those in the rear, which were at least four, sat on the 
floor which restricted their vision. bic. | 


advised that she could — — — 
no add it 18h 1 Un ion on this matter. dc. | * 
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| stated he was in Alabama during the = aS 

latter p 51 March, 1965, for the civil rights march fron’ | 
Selma, Alabama, to Montgomery, Alabama. Although he does 
not belong to the Campus Christian Association located | 
at 6720 South Stewart Avenue, Chicago, he is occ ted 

membe of this cup as Well as a 
fe acconpabied . 

A group from this organl ana and participated 

3 re the activities th e recalls being in 


swaren 3 b and driven by 5 
on Marc which was stopped by tue 
Als ama State Patrol. He is hazy on the details and 


cannot place in his mind all the events as they occurred. 
He simply recalls that he was riding in the bus and it was 
stopped and a ticket given to the driver for speeding. 

It was just prior to their leaving Alabama and he connects 
it up with the date on which the woman oe Detroit was 
killed. bic : 


bic — that insofar as ‘the inte ae 

wherein their vehicle was stopped, he was asleep on the floor 

and awakened when they stopped. He did not notice too much 

of the activities except that there was at least one other 

vehicle, possibly a News xutomobile, parked near a police 
ear. He did not take any special notice of the traffic 

and cannot identify aad passing vehicles which moved in 

either directio&. 


——e— m od he eld furnish no additional 
information * his ter. b 7 a. 
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Tale: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; 


VIOLA LIUZZO, 
ET AL = VICTIMS 
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—̃ ü — Tt 
Volkswagen bus detained on State Highway 80, near Selma 


Alabama on night of 3/25/65, stated he observed no passing 
vehicies on highway during the time Volkswagen was stopped 
for speeding violation. 


- RUC - 
AT WAUSAU, WISCONSIN 


On November 24, 1965 
eye 8 aqgvisec 5 

t ight 8 oon occupant of a 1961 
Volkswagen bus. P owned. by one which had 
been stopped for speeding by local authorities on State 
Highway 80, east of Selma, Alabama. The bus, after being 
stopped, was later released with the driver having been 
issued a warning ticket on the speeding charge. 3 

advised he saw no cars passing on the highway during 


e time the Volkswagen bus was stopped, as this vehicle, 
as well as several others, after being stopped were directed 


into a roadside parking area. The Volkswagen, in which | 
a a front seat occupant, was_parked fa 
aw rom the highway at a 90 degree angle. 7 
stated that as he had stayed in the bus the amc i 

vas detained, he was in no position to see any passing 


; — affic on the highway and saw none during the entire time -: 
. . vehicle was retained. be 
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Report of ASAC ROBERT G. JENSEN dated 3/30/65 
at Birminghan. 3 . 


Report of ASAC ROBERT G. JENSEN dated 4/5/65 | ees 
at Birminghan. 


St. Lonis letter to Birmingham 1 16/6 aptioned [| 


Bureau airtel to Birmingham dated 11/16/65. 
Bureau airte] to Birmingham dated 11/17/65. 
5 
ADMINISTRATIVE: : 
A copy of this ert is being designated for 


Departmental Attorney JAMES TURNER at Montgomery, Alabama, as 
, directed in referenced Bureau ‘airtel dated 11/16/65. 5 
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APPENDIX 


UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA, INC., 
_KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN 


Records of Superior dourt ot Ful ton Countÿʒj, 
Georgia, reflect that this Klan organization was granted 
a corporate charter on February 21, 1961, at Atlanta, | 
Georgia, under the name United Klans, Knights of the Ku 
Klux Klan of America, inc. -—-.— -———-—--——---—— vente 


A source advised on February 27, 1961, that 
United Klans was formed as a result of a split in U. 8. 
Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc. According to 
the source, the split resulted from a leadership dispute 
and United Klans has the same aims and objectives as the 
parent-group. These are the promotion of Americanisa, 
white supremacy, and segregation of the races. 

. The first source and a second source advised 

in July, 1961, that United klaus, Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan of America, Inc., merged with Alabama Knights, Knights | 
of the Ku Klux Klan. The merged organization established 
headquarters in Suite 401, the Alston Building, Tuscaloosa, — 
Alabama. (The organization is directed by Robert Shelton, 
Imperial Wizard, and is the dominant Klan group in the 
South, with units in several Southern states.) 

Second source advised that at a meeting at . 
Prattville, Alabama, on October 22, 1961, the U. 8. Nane 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, merged with the United Klans 
of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. es 

. hird source advised on August 4, 1965, that the 

United Klans of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, 
is currently an active organization, with Klaverns in 
several Southern states. This source said that Robert 
M. Shelton is the Imperial Wizard of this organization, 
and<was last elected to this position on September 5, 1564, 
at a National Klonvocation in Birmingham, Alabama. Source Re 
said that the activity of the UKA is increasing and that * ae 
tt national office remains in Suite 401, Alston Building, 

fscaloosa, Alabama. 5 as © 
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WILLIAM O. EATON - Debtor in Bankruptcy’ -dated 83 12, 5 
1965, Case No. I-38, 305. This single copy of the Record 

‘ of Proceedings was personally furnished on the same date = = ee 
. at Birmingham, Alabama, to JAMES TURNER, ice Civil 172 fet 7 
Nennt Division, U. 8. Department of Justice. A rt 8 
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Re Birmingham letter to the Bureau 12/17/64 (Progress 
Letter) and Hiami airtel to the Bureau 4/9/65 captioned, “ 
IAS; ET AL; VIOLA’ LIUZZO, ET AL. VICTIMS; R EL. 
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During the past month, informant has had to testify 
before the Federal Grand Jury, Montgomery, Alabama, and the 
State Grand Jury, Lowndes County, Alabama, and it is anticipated 


“ _that his testimony will be required at additionai eee 
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UNITED STATES E «MENT 


Memorandum 


Ur. Mohr 1 “Jane 2, 1965 


| c: D. DeLoach= a 


ya ae 
HALHOSS__. .-— 
CZiSGLER ROSSAGENCY T 
LOS ANGELES, CA r 


By jetter dated 717% ee * write the 
Director. suggesting that he be persfitted to contact Gary Rowe for the purpose 
of interesting him in selling rights to his life story. By letter dated 5/21/65 
Miss Gandy advised Mr. Ross that his proposal would be brought te Mr. Rowe's 
.. attention. This is being done. Gary Rowe is the informant in the Viola Liuzzo 
murder case in. Alabama, the trial of which — in a hung jury. 


‘ : * 4 ah 0 ie 17 4 
* 5 \ § 3 f . 1 * is 17 at 
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DEVELOPMENT: 


At 2:35 p. mf 1 Hal Ross telephoned from Los Angeles and ö 
talked to Wick. He referred to the receipt of Miss Gandy's letter and asked 4 
whether there had been any change in the situation and whether it would be JZ 0 ° 
appropriate for him to pfess further in attempting to contact Rowe. He said 
his company did not wish to take ny action which might jeopardize the future 
trial in the murder case, but he did want it known that his company is very 


ao interested in sgturing the ts to Rowe's story which ultimately vill 
told. | 88 Un 8 


Mr Ross was told ere had been no change in the situation 
but that his oT would be maintgined as a matter of record. 


1 * Mr. Belmon 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
12 Mr. Sullivan 
17 M. A. Jones . . 
17 9. C. Morrell : 
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AIRMAIL REGISTERED 
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FROM: Gi ‘SAC, BIRMINGHAM (ro- (P) 
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Re San ancisco: airtel to. Bureau, dated 6-4-65, © 
captioned BUG OMAS, FT AL.; VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL 
VICTINS; CR = > : fc geen — * ae ae ae 
Upon receipt of a commutiiGation, . innediate 
contact was made with in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, who 
advised on 6-11-65, t SEELTON, Imperial Wizard, 


United Klans of America, fos, KKKK, was observed to be 
in Tuscaloosa as late as -9~- 
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On the same date, SA ier s<2.0050 
adviscd that he had contacted a reliable source 
Tuscaloosa and determined t 
on the street on that date and is 


known to 5 curren y whemployed. Also, on the same date 
. Birmingham, advised that he had 3 
— deen in contact with a reliable source who advised that 


RALPH ROTON was currently living and working in the 
Birmingham area and personally observed there as late 9s— 


6-9-65. 7 
a 3 } 4 fe i 10 
@- Bureau (A- RI) Nelas és ‘ 1 
San Francisco (A-) eoT rr „ 1 
2 - Birminghas ies ” 1 
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Transmit the following 1a eae 
Q : 5 (Type ia plain text or code) 
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ene r 


DIRECTOR, FBI (137-6295) 
FRO: 7 SAC. BIRMINGHAM (170-9) 


ON F 79 
SUBJECT: — 
| * * "9 4 


/ ReBHAirtel §-27-65 and. BUlet 5-21-65. 
On 7-7-65 WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE appeared at the 
Birmingham Office. HUIE at this time again repeated his request 
for an opportunity to do a story on GARY THOMAS ROWE and his 
activity in the Klan. HUIE said that if ROWE had a story to tell 
which he believed he had, he would willingly pay the sum Gf 
$25,000 for the story regarding the Klan and ROWE's activities 
therein. HUIE also said that in the event this story was suitable 
for developing into a movie, he was willing to make an additional 
payment of $25,000 for the movie rights to this story. * 


HUI E said that he had a representative by the name of 
MICHAEL DORIA, who was a newspaperman on Long Island, who would 
be in touch with Mr. JOHN DOAR, Assistant Attorney General, | 
sometime next week. He said that DORMAN would make this offer 
of HUIE's known to Mr. DOAR. DORMAN reportedly will act as a 
lepman for HUIE and run out the various details that ane necessary 


to complete a ars. : N 
„ — — - 


No commitments of any kind were made to Mr. HUIE 1 
the fact that his wishes would be made known. HUIE said that this. 
was the primary purpose of his call so that the FBI would be aware 
of his interest in GARY THOMAS ROWE. This is being furnished for 

the -Bureau's information only. } 
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3 rue Anf oraat 10n received in referenced en lest ice 
vas Anse disscainated to all agents in this Division 
who naintsin contact with Klan sources rcquesting then to 
determine whether nOBLERT SKELTON or any of his close 
associates or other meatcrs of the Klan plan any trips 
out of tho immediate Birmingham areca ir 
o Gate, centacts have been nade x | 


3 y ive iatorn | 
daveiepes that n indicate that sSIIELTON or any of his 
Klaa associates are planning a trip to the west coast in . 
the near future. ; ; ‘ 


* — 52 2 . 
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All Agents aida contact with Klan sources: 
have been asked to immediately report any: information that 
would indicate that the Klan is aware of subjects 
relocation area and it is felt that if any known members 
of tho organization leave the imnmcdiate Birmingham area 
we will vo inzediately awaro of their destination and 


purpose of their trip. 
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It might be note that Mr. HUIE was advised that 
2. ROWE had previously Icli cated he had no interest in 
having a storv prepared prtil at least the completion 
of the trial herein. He was also advised that ROWE fad 
advised he did not know if he would be interested in 
telling a story even ss e, of the trial. 
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FEDERAL “BUREAU. OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OF FICE ' Dare | weVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 


JACKSONVILL 11/26/65 11/24/65 


TITLE OF CASE | REPORT MADE BY 


EUGENE #HOMAS - —— 
r AL: RACTER OF CASE ~ 


VIOLA \L1UZZO, aka; 
ET AL - VICTL'S 


Reference: Chicago teletype to © dacksonvii1e5— é 
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UNI = STATES DLPARTMENT OF JL 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST IGATION 


l- Departuental Attorney JAMES TURNER, 
Montgomery, Ala. 


Regen of sh QR C. JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 


11/26/65 
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Field Office File 8. 44-487 Burees File 8: 


EUGENE THOMAS ; 

ETAL: - 

VIOLA LIUZZO; 

ET AL - VICTIMS g 


CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION tats * 


Status: 


Details: AT PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA | 
, en 


This document conteins neither recommendations nor cence icsions of the FBI. it is the Si of the 9 * * * loaned to 
your egeacy; u end Ste contents cre not to be distributed outside your egeacy. 1 
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FD-36 . 6-28-60 


FBI 
Date: 11/22/65 : 


Transmit the Howing in 
N (Type in pleistest or code) 


AIRMAIL 
(Priority) 


Director, FBI 
SAC, Mobile (44-1245 )(P) 


NUGENE FHOMAS; | 4 
ET AL3 49> 1. é | 
VIOLA LIUZZO; **.--~ : 
ET M. VICTIMS 

CR; EL 


Re Mobile teletype 11/18/65. 


On 11/19/65 Judge FRANK M. JOHNSON, R., ‘USDS, 7 
denied wtion of Attorney ART HANES that indictment de dis- 


missed and also denied ä for Bill of Particulars. ‘ : 
‘ 7 2 2 1 


Burs gu N 1 l . i 
8 - Mobile . . oe 1 5 
9 ee , . 
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Oe 
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Special “Abént nt in Charge 


Approved: tit 


1 office, 7133 _-* . 
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41/24/65 2 


To: SAC, Mobile (44-1245) 
Fron: Director, FBI (44-28601) 
EUGENE THOMAS; | 
ET 1700 i 
VIOLA LIVUzzo, aka; 


FT AL. = VICTINS 
CR - FEL 


Ro conspiracy trial, this case, pet for 11/30/65, 
Montgomery, Alobane. 3 9 4 : a ret. 


- Im connection with ‘this matter, one box of evidence 
specimens is being forvarded today under separate cover to the | 


Uontgonazx Lag ident Agency by Air apne marked — 7 @ 


FBI Laboratory.“ f° 


The eecond shipment, ter chart and photo raphic | 
ezhibits, ir also being directed to the W 2 * 16 
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DIRECTOR, FBI rat _(4h-28601) : 
37. C, NOBILE (un aht)! $ 


TUGENE THOMAS; >; . ~:~ 
vt AL; 

VIOLA LIUZZO, abe; 

TT — — N ieee 

CR « : 

(00: Fone. ‘ 
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1 corp: are 1 siemens delivered : 


the evidc zc es referred to in reference’ tele 
evidence 1111 bs in possession of SA 
4s scheduled for In Service on 11/15 


> 
be delivered to the Physicr-Chomia Sectdan 
Laborator;, c2r2 of 4 — hss. 
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151 OBILE Pics Et 1 

808 Pn CST URGENT 11/30/65 | eng 

TO DIRECTOR 144-28601/ 5 | ities celle 

me MOBILE /44-1245/ Biss ler 6s 

püeruf THOMAS , Ef ALS VIOLA LIUZZO, AKAs ET AL DASH 

VICTIMS 5 1 DASH EL’. J; is <a es pees ce 
TRIAL RESUMED AT NINE AM CST TODAY WITH TESTIMONY OF 

INFORMANT GARY THOMAS ROWE, WHICH LASTED UNTIL TWO FIFTEEN Px 


2.7 * 


CST AFTER RECESS FOR LUNCH. , | 77 


ROWE, AMONG OTHER THINGS TESTIFIED TO MAKING A PREVIOUS 
TRIP TO JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA WITH DEFENDANTS THOMAS AND VILKINS 


5 ee RRO er eee 


AND AFTER THEIR ARRIVAL THERE ROVE LEARNED OF A PLANNED „ 
ASSINATION. 3 


FEMALE GOVERNMENT WITNESS, MISS LARSON, WAITRESS ar SILVER 
HOON CAFE, SELMA, ALABAMA, TESTIFIED THAT DEFENDANTS THOMAS » 1. 
WILKINS AND EATON WERE PRESENT AT THIS CAFE SHORTLY PRIOR TO | 
SHOOTING OF VICTIM ON NIGGHT MARCH TWENTY FIVE SIXTYFI VE. 
„ EIGHT OTHER WITNESSES TESTIFIED IN NORMAL FASHION. 
COURT RECESSED AT FIVE TWENTY FIVE PM CST TO RESUME AT 
WINE AM DECEMBER ONE SIXTYFIVEs pp, i 5 | 2 b a | 
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Hemorandum to bir, Belmont 


thet lir. boar is going to lionlgomery, Alabama, on 21/25/65, 
where hc will remain throughout the rial. : 
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UNITED SI ATES cul NMENT 


Memorandum 


Belmont * (loy pate: 1/29/7655 


. 1 825 Mr. Mohr 
l 1 - Mr. Weber 
222 75 f . Belmont 


: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. 

MRS. VIOLA L Wz z, AKA, ET AL. 

VICTIMS ( 3 ge 1 

CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS , a 33 ? DP 
3 


7 be: 
T “Inspector james L. M McGovern and ASAC a ee . 
of the Mobile Office have advised the Bureau had less dan one hour 


n ee, 
to conduct a check of members of the jury panel for Assistant Attorney * 
General John Doar. They advised that the case which was to proceed 


instant case fell through and the Klan eo. case would be the first 
case in court, 


* * 
2 


i. After 10:20 a. m., Montgomery time today, the Agents 
were given the names of 59 individuals who had been summoned for jury 


duty. One of the individuals under subpoena was the Hentification | 


Officer of the Montgomery, Alabama, Police Department. ASAC Jordan 
advised that when this officer is subpoemed there is no way of checking 
the records at the Montgomery Police Department. Twenty of the 59 
persons subpoenaed were from Montgomery County, Alabama, ‘ 


As of 11:20 a. m. the box of trial jurors had been filled, 
The Agents at the request of Doar had concentrated on the first 30 names 
on the jury list and were able to furnish to the Departmental attorneys the 
results of a check of the office indices, information available through --+ -..: 
Agents’ personal knowledge, and other local checks, Eleven of the 30 
resided in Montgomery and we were not able to check the records of the 
Montgomery Police Department inasmuch as the a Officer 


Vas under subpoena and was at the Federal _ ey i Sr 1 . 65 
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10 DIRECTOR AND KANSAS CITY 

OM MOBILE /44-1245/ . 

EUGENE Wonss, ET AL; VIOLA fuzzo DASH VICTIMS, 

DEPT ATTORNEY ROBERT OVENS STATES DESIRES SA — 9. 
— REPORT MONTGOMERY, ALABANA AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE |’ 
ELEVEN THIRTY SIXTYFIVE FOR TESTIMONY. TRIAL “CUMRENTLY BH 


. . : 2 2 * „ 


PROGRESS; TESTIMONY DESIRED PERTAINS TO INTERVIEY Log HAINTAINED 
DURING INTERVIEW WITH SUBJECT WILKINS. 5 . 
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To _ pate: November 28, 1965 


8 155 
FROM : cone 2 a 


' me Mr. Callahan 


sunject: EUG THOMAS, ET AL; : 
VIOLA.-LIUZZO, AKA; ET AL - VICTIMS l + Mr. Rosen 
CR - EL 1-Mr. Malley 
} 5 i - Mr. McGowan 
le _ Hines * 


ay 


At 1:57 a. m., 11/28/65, Mr. Robert Ove, Department Attorney, { 
called from Montgomery, Alabam advising he was preparing captioned ~ 
case for trial. He advised that SA Harold F. Charron, presently assigned 
to WFO, took eight photographs on 3/21/65 at a Klan motorcade in 
Montgomery and will be needed to testify on Monday, 11/29/65 regarding 
the photographs. Each photograph has the initials HFC and the 3/21/65 on 
the back, and Mr. Owen is interested in knowing e if — are, 

SA Error 6 initials. 


Le ae 54 1 3.. 7° 
. ce 9 

Mr. Owen wants SA Charron to call either e an 15 
James Turner or St. John Barrett in Montgomery at 9 a. m., 1/28/65, 
QO a. m. Washington time) at 205-263-3136 — these photographs. | 

SA Charron is expected to testify on ‘Monday, 1729/7 65, or at the 
latest Tucsday, 11/30/65. Owen advised Charron not needed until after- 
noon, 11/29/65, and suggested he take a Delta flight from Washington 
National Airport leaving 7:30 a m. * . in en N 
about Il a. m. 


ACTION: f Bee 3 ae | 


° SA Char con advised to 3 to 8 to testify in * 
captioned case and to call the Department Attorney on 11/28/65 as requested. 


WAM: gifs ae vie * ary LY» a 
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See ADDENDUM page 3. 
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11/28/65 
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— A4tñ 7.40 p. m., 11/28/68, 84 Cassi advised he as 
contacted Department Attorney Barrett as requested and will proceed 
to Montgomery via Delta, Flight 917 departing Friendship „ 
8:10 a. m., 11/29/65, to arrive Montgomery 11:05. a. i. 


* 


At 8:50 p. m., 11/28/65, Department Attorney James Turner 


ed from Montgom labama, to advise Extra Duty Supervisor - ==" 
: that Voucher-Statistical Section, 
who has previously been alerted as to possible need for testimomy, bin * 7" 


be needed in Montgomery on 17207 65 to testify in the goer 
+ as ; 


ACTION: ee 


3 3 Sige glee ob 


b 15 u advised of the foregoing al 8: 55 p. m. “al which | 
: . time he stated he will depart National Airport a 7" 65 at 7:30 a.m. on on 
Delta, Flight 725 — „— at. i205. . hid b-eht 
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Mr. Del ark. 


Ar. Cas 
FROM MOBILE A-1243 , TYPE 3 1 — 
71 Gia E. Ott a ton: 3 


EUGENE AS, ET AL VIOLA LIUZZO DASH VICTINSs OR Jt. 


Dre: 


J Y LIST RELEASED BY UE TEN TWENTY ONE AN TODAY AND 
Crast J Or PICKED AT ELEVEN NINETEEN AM. 


— 
a Ls FIRST WITNESS, MONTGOMERY POLICE COMMISSIONER Le Be 
LG: hor hf?! 


IDENTIFIED REQUEST FOR XXX PARADE THREE TWENTY: ONE sm 
RESPONSE FROM CITY COMMISSON PERMITTING PARADE.  ESECOND WITNESS 


he be tet NK. AAI e. FREE po gh 


MAJ . WILLIAM R. JONES, ADPS, FESTIFIED TO ASS} ay. ING OF tWo 


INVESTIGATORS TO PARTIC! PATE in KLAN PARADE an 18 A uvksr1 GATO 
„E.. ae 
TO OBSERVE AND GET LICENSE WUABERS | or CARS in RARADE.«. . PAUL DUMAS 
vai * oe 2 — 


nontsonkRT FU, testi FLED GENERALLY ABOUT ‘evan u AND, PARADE. © 


v. Rey BUTSS, WCOV-TV ‘TESTIFIED to taxtnb | PICTURES or: LW 
(8 7 
MOTOR CADE, ROBERT C.ROTON, ALA MOTOR VEHICLE DIV. panes 


* 


LICENSE NUMBERS. - SAS Handl b CHARRON » _ STEPHEN J. AND: in 
JACK BEVERSTEIN TESTIFIED TO TAKING PICTURES OF KLAN IN a. 
AND PARADE AND TAKING LICENSE NUMBERS FROM CAR PARTICIPATIN 1. 
PARADE. C pied. Ee 21% eh 5 


SA. NEIL SHANAHAN TESTIFIED. 10 RELATIONSHIP, OF Rove’ ‘an . 


— — — n — « 


. en . Anοο. .. „„ „ 
CAPT. . v. GODWIN, ADPS, TESTIFIED TO RECEIVING ii · cui FROM 
24e e 
FBI CONCERNING RED AND WHITE CHEV oF THOMAS tune rent eum sixty 
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END PAGE ONE 7. 
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_ GENERAL INVESTIGAT} E DIVISION 


endictment 

Mrs., Viola 

vegin U. 8. . 

‘Alabama, 11/29/65. Informant Rowe has 

reed to testify at trial following conferences 
n Tampa with Assistant 3 General * 


 Joar of Department. 
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“UNITED STATES ot JNMENT 


Memorandum 


1 Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. - De Loach 
1 Mr. Belmont 


: SURJECTEUGENE THOMAS, ET AL, 
MRS, VIOLA‘LIUZZO, AKA, 
ET AL, - VICTIMS 


CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS \ 
t . 


* ö Inspector games 1. McGovern has beam furnished 


the following information, Gary Thomas Rowe, our infor mant, finished |! 
cross examination at 3:10 p. m., Washington, D. C., time, ect to | 
i recall, His testimony was essentially that given by him inthe two — 
previous state murder trials of Collie Wilkins Amd the defense * 
Art Hanes, was W in his orte to shake the mew > we 
} 


— As was done by the late Mar Murphy ‘during the ale n 
trial of Wilkins, defense attorney Hanes introduced the factor that the ca 2 
informant had violated his Klan oath in disclosing information concerning x 
the Klan and for that reason his testimony was not worthy 1 belief. 


| Inspector McGovern stated that it is believed that this ‘nats 

was unsuccessful and could backfire on the defense since the Departmental.“ 
attorneys in refutation were able to introduce the entire Klan oath which 
provides that Klan members should cooperate with duly constituted law f 


e nforcement agencies, particularly in relation to crimes such as treason 
and murder. 
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and will keep the Bureau advised of all pertinent ay 
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 REMOTEL TWELVE 10 SIXTUFIVE« ea. oll 
61 15 Re KA . 
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4 Trial of subj s on Federal civil 
richts indictment began 11/29/65 in U. 8. 
| District Court L_ Montgomery, Alabama. 
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M. 1 
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watt: December 1, 1965 


1 - Mr, Rosen 
C. L. pons 1 - Mr. Malley 
1 al Mr,’ McGowan 


| susject: EUGENE THOMAS, ET al.; 1 - Mr. Hines 


MRS, VIOLA ‘LIUZZO — ae af 
ET AL, - VICTIMS a . a 
CIVIL RIGHTS pi os 5 my 


0 é } f * 5 F 70 * 
Inspector James McGovern e advised . 
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1:30 p. m. that in connection with the trial of the three defendants “~~ © 


the Government has rested its case and the — has recessed 
until 1:45 P. m., EST. f 1 5 
* n ee re 
Defense Attorney Arber Haynes made & motion for 4 
dismissal on the basis that the Government had not made a prima 15 * 
facie case and was promptly overruled by the Judge. Haynes Will . 
commence the defense when Court reconvenes at 1: 45 * m. * 7. 5 


With reference to arrangements te anaes the audio tape 
made available by the Canadian Broadcasting Company, it has not been 
possible to record the tape on available local radio station equipment ‘ 
due to background interference, Arrangements have now been made . 
through the local telephone company which has superior high fidelity 4 

facilities and equipment to boost“ the volume, to record it. Thle 
intention of the Departmental attorneys is to use pertinent material 
the tape, if a recording of sufficient quality can be obtained, in 7 


. 6 . 
rebuttal, un, se: ; 7 15 „ 1 
r ‘ 


. Mobile is . to follow the — of the trial!“ 
n and un 3 * Burgas: ad 3 of all pertinent Wann. f 


5 e “Ops 2 


. Pw www I LY EW PL DILI LE EOE. ARMIES * Hip Sian AR: 


0 * 
. e' 7 : : 
a View 912 K „.. . 
— * 9 * * 9 ; 5 


oS; 


rie 


‘e 
me 


* 


<i. — —— . ee eee 
* = 


es ECT: 


1 


lee. 


„ “™™ 


UNITED STATES * ERNMENT 


Memorandum 


‘Belmont A * 0 November 30, 1965. (edi 


be tee 


A. Rosen 5. 


O°: 


EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL.; 
MRS, VIOLA LIUZZO, 


(DECEASED) -ET AL, - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS . 


United N50 International today pees that the 
informant in this case testified he had gone to Jacksonville, 
Florida, with Eugene Thomas to plan an assassination of a 5 
Klans man. He reportedly did not give any details but it was state 
in the release that the planned assassination apparently had no 
connection with the Liuzzo case, . It was also reported informant 
testified he had met with high-ranking officials of the Klan i1i1i 
Jacksonville to plan the assassination of a Klansman who had reveals 
information about the Klan, 
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Rosecrans referred to above is William Sterling Rosecrans, Jr., 
who was arrested by Bureau Agents in March, 1964, charged with a | 
Federal Civil Rights violation in connection with the bombing of the home 2 — 
of Iona Godfrey, Jacksonville, 2/16/64. The Godfrey residence was 
bombed because a six-year-old Godirey child was the first Negro to 
attend an all-white school, a 8 “peat 1 0 

Rosecrans pleaded guilty in Federal court on March 13 1964, t 
and was.sentenced to serve seven years. He later served as a Government 
| witness in the trial of five Klansmen who had been involved in the bombing, 

These five subjects were tried 6/30/64, One subject was acquitted and the 
jury was unable to reach a verdict on the others. Four of these subjects 


were retried in Jacksonville beginning 11/25/64 and were acquitted 11/27/64, 
| Rosecrans has been in prison since his conviction and no bur is known 7 


to have been made — his * . ee * r. ˖ 
i n . 7 . 1 * * ¢ 5 
. N VVV a t 
Nobile is closely following the trial and will kéep the Bureau 3 
advised of pertinent developments. | 1* 
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MLANEWES, KE PIP NCT GIVE ANY RETAILS, SUT THE PLANNED ASSASSINATION. 
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THE CCUPT TCCK A JE-PINUTE RECESS fest DEFENSE ATTORNEYS WERE _ 
ALLCVED TC CRCSETYAMINE ROVE, 

TES TESTE PEFENTANTS ARE CHABSED BITE CCNEPIRING TC VICLATE TEE 
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After boing advised by Mr. Belmont, 1 immediately called the 
autor ne, Gen. 1al and adviecd hun that 1 ust vs uod to let Im know that 
4 > all tice people wore convicted in tho case in Birmingham, The Attorney —~ 
~ §) General tald h was jurt golng to tall 128 and tell me the Bur eeu did a . 
terrific job nat only orlcinally Lut in tho way the tcrtunony went aad the way 
they con quct: à U. n. hy es and if was really a M for the Bur cau as in 
uẽns one, the Evi. au was Itself on trlal In a sense. 1 stated I thougtit it may 
be the tui alm nt. I stated the defense counsel had made a great las 3 
of the fact th-t the witness (Gary Thor as Rowe) had broken bis Klan 6a 
and 1 tiicught l', t de insulting the intollizeace of the Jury and that ag 7 
been the turn: rut. The Attoracy Czteral sald that be and Soh Doar?) 
tal. ed orcr ti tiial and decided one cl the things which Was really esscntlal 
was thot the J urcau be put for ward in (hls. He etuted Uae Buread was held \ 
ie in a 8. 2, bythe Ltate court {rine and they felt the wry to win this was! | 
ae to rely on the “putation of the Purcau and he thought thal is what von it. 1 
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|  Peteted 1 was Glad the inf al i ft can: 8 through, as he 1 1 
G and if we had Ie, til pe could probally not use bung ore was pretty 
D well tora to picces when he came badi from the West Coast. The Atlorney 8 «=. 
= General statc 1 isc thought it was terrific and i commented that I was bappy ® about 
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1 eon n cuted that we have Wel siisaiesippl thing w Wath Schill have 

to face up S0 c cl tbese days, and the Attormes General said those fellowes must 

be icoling une“, ? I etated I thought there we 8 \QMoreat dlititie in- ZIA Ip! 
today and tu: Gove: ar had help: d materially if we can get to trial, J thought 

the Gupren:e Ccurt would sustain the position the Department badtaken. The | 

teins — Aflorney Gencral stated he thoucht they would in Mississippi but he did not ksuw 
25 __ivout n i c. Tho sttirney General reitorated that he really ot 

a tates involve! ar li capressed my eu to 4 ‘. 
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Ino /Utcancy Ueneral tated that we are goltg to hate shout four 
hours fron: tht tl, e die jury panel is di awa to find out susiethin® About due 
people ou u €0 they are going to nced some help 1. oꝛu oy sources there as” : 
there will Le 70 nan.er on that pangs aud they have to be able ts identuy them. 
I Inuhe g pe the, Ace zu iuαν, rud the Altar ge Denner! 
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hour case and i: Ill Lncw the 75 u:. on tigt Jory panel When tourt convents 
and the clunce 1. 2 tat at 2 Oel. ( nter aon they will start selecting the 
jury for thc ca. tbs Attoracy Cana 1 etated du consequently they will need 
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- but had moved it upto Friday. Bir, „ Malley stated ©: did * previvus 
information al: wut the jury checkloz and hé will maxe certain we have 
ample pert᷑ onnol terc. Zacked that he c6 this, particularly in view dt 


our having enn 79 .. c 0 to Cha: lolte ac I did not want to tuke re 
{row Chai lotic. r. Malley call he would take care of . 2 
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EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL.; b 1. 
VIOLA IIUz zo, AKA; ET AL. - VICTIMS; © . 
CR - EL 


Mrs. Viola Liuzzo was shot near Selma, Alabama, on the evening 
of 3/25/65, while engaging in the transportation of civil rights workers between 
Montgomery and Selma. One of the defendants Collie L. Wilkins has been tried 
twice in State Court in Hayneville, Alabama. The first trial ended in a mistrial, 
the second in acquittal. os 
The three defendants were indicted by a Federal Grand Jury setting 
in Montgomery, Alabama, in April, 1965, for conspiracy to = * civil rights 
of the victims. | 
In connection with the Federal trial which began in Montgomery on 
11/29/65, SAs Richard W. Flach and Marion E. Williams were called as witnesses. 


SA Williams testified concerning his examination of the victim's car 
in Montgomery immediately following the shooting and the physical evidence which 
he obtained. He also testified concerning the examinations he conducted in the 
Laboratory which resulted in the identification of a bullet from the victim's head 
and two bullets recovered from the car as having been fired in the revolver -- 


recovered by Bureau Agents from a car located at the residence of gts Thomas, 
a defendant in this case. 


$ 


SA Flach testified concerning his examination of glass fragments removed 
from the recovered bullets. These fragments were compared with known specimens 
obtained from the door window and windshield of the victim's car. On the basis of 
this examination, SA Flach was able to testify concerning which specimens passed 
through the door window and which passed through the windshield. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Conrad 
Re: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL.; 
VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA; ET AL. - VICTIMS: 
-* faa o 
- 44-28601 


Assistant Attorney General Doar was assisted by United States 
Attorney Ben Hardeman in presenting the Government's case. Mr: Hardeman 
questioned both SAs Flach and Williams. The defendants were represented 
by Arthur Hanes (a former Bureau Agent). Hanes represented Collie L. 
Wilkins in second trial in Hayneville, Alabama. 


ACTION: For information. The Mobile Office will follow and report the 
prosecutive action in this case. * W 
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- SUBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS, et al 
: Mrs. ViolfjLiuzzo, et al- Victins 


CIVIL RIGHTS ‘ 


Inspector McGovern called from ebnen Alabama 
at 3:15 p.m. today to advise that the jury had just 
returned a verdict qf guilty against subj Eugene . 
Thomas, Collie Leroy Wilking and Williaa 05 Iten. f 


eo „ 2 @ „ 
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These subjects were anus under Section 241, Title 18, 
of the Civil Rights Statute, and McGovern said the maxisun 
penalty is 10 years. While McGovern, of course, does not know, 
he feels from the action of the judge that sentence gay be. 
passed today and that the judge may give the. defendants the 


maximum-sentence. He will advise the Bureau when sentence 
is passed. e 


D.. 2. 152. 1 „5110 le 
9247.5 1 „7 pink 


note ai 2 „eK „ 
7 . 


* 


AHB:CSH (5) 
- *. * 11 


664b 9 1 


* - 
— „ ° 
r . —— 


e Se aes 
C)" 
ITED STATES GOVEXNMENT 


Memorandum 


yr 
‘Beimont U , Date: 12/3/65 


= * * 
f — 7 
; : 

. 
* 

+ (abet © —— ; = 

- * 

7 * 


. — — — — 


. : | 1- Mr. Mohr 
1 9 Mr. Belmont N | 
c 


sumect: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL, 1- Mr. Rosen 
MRS. VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA 1- Mr. Malley 
ET AL, - VICTIMS 1- Mr. McGowan , © Ae 
CIVIL RIGHTS - EIECTrION LAwwse 1 ‘7 Hines ( 


— 


Fr 


9 899 


U. 8. District Judge Frank M. Johnson, Jr., of the 

7 Middle District of Alabama contacted Inspector McGovern after the 55 ty 5 
. J sentencing of the three defendants in Federal Court . K f N ; 
1 at te i 

The Judge stated that some of the ** were somewhat 
apprehensive following a return of the verdict of guilty against the ) 
three subjects. Judge Johnson requested that Agents contact thé jurors 
and obtain their names, residence addresses and telephone numbers. 
He also desired that each juror be furnished the name of the nearest 
Agent whom they could contact in the event a threat was received. The 
Judge understands that the Bureau will not be — ee ol 
any type to the individual jurors. a 


ACTION: ng . we : * 


Agents are complying with the request of Judge Johnson 
and will furnish the jurors with the identity of the Agent whom each 
can contact in the event any threats are received, — er * ** 
the Bureau of any pertinent developments in this matter. 
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AT TWO TEN P.M. “TODAY , est, JURY ‘aT ONT GOHERY.» ALA. 


3 
RETURNED A CONVICTION AGAINST -COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, WILLIAM 0. le’ ae 
EATON, AND EUGENE THOMAS CHARGING THEY ‘WITH THE COUNTS WENTIONED 7 
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AND PROBATION OFFICER, ALL THREE WERE SENTENCED 0 TEN YEARS -- 
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December 3, 1965 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 0 
Im. BELMONT ih al 
MR. DE LOACH 
MR, ROSEN 
MR. WICK 


After being advised by Mr. Belmont, I immediately called the 

Attorney General and advised him that I just wanted to let him know that 
all three people were convicted in the case in Birmingham. The Attorney 
Sener al said he was just going to call me and tell me the Bureau did a 
terrific job not only originally but in the way the testimony went and the way 
they conducted themselves and if was really a victory for the Bureau as in 
this one, the Bureau was itself on trial ina sense. I stated I thought it may 
be the turning point. I stated the defense counsel had made a great issue 
of the fact thet the witness (Gary Thomas Rowe) bad broken his Klan oath 
and I thought that is insulting the intelligence of the jury and that may have 
been the turning point. Tne Attorney General said that he and John (Doar 7) 
talled over the trial and decided one of the things which was really essential 

was that the Bureau be put forward in this. He stated the Bureau was held 
Tack, ina sense, in the State court trials and they felt the way to win this was 
to rely on the reputation of the Bureau and he thought that is what won it. 
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I stated I was glad the informant came through, as he is temperamental 
and if we had lost this we could probably not use Ala _ayain because he was pretty 
torn to pieces when he came back from the West Coast. The Attorney 
stated he thought it was terrific and I commented that I was happy about 


N W- 2nK07r 
1 commented that we have Wat Mississipp! thing t width Se ill have 
face up some of these days, and the Attorney General said those fellows must 
feeling uneasy. J stated I thought there was a @iiferent HH in MIBEISsippi 
the Governor had helped materially and if we cana get to trial, I thought 
the Supreme Court would sustain the position the Department hed taken. The 
del Attorney General stated he thought they would in Mississippi but be did aot know 
is v. Spout. the Georgia case. The Attorney General reiterated that he really congratu- 
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| DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY TURNER» PRES ridin’ BIRMINGHAM, |ADVISED4 
HE NEEDS IN MONTGOMERY. ALA. ‘ON NOVEMBER. TWENTYELGHT NEXT. ar TEN 


A. M. . THE F OLLOWING AGENTS! 
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LANGUAGE SCHOOL» MONTEREY» CAL iF OMNIA. erat Fat . At 
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SAN FRANCISCO REQUESTED to aby ist — 10 SECURE 1 
RESERVATION ON JET FLIGHT ON MONDAY xt. NOVEMBER druf * 


NEXT. TURNER STATED EVERY EFFORT WOULD BE MADE 20 pce yo" 
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_ STANG EARLY TUESDAY MORNING, NOVEMBER THIRTY NEXT AND HE wouLD THEN 
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. BE ITTED TO RETURN TO LANGUAGE SCHOOL. 6. 
TURNER STATED THAT IN THE EVENT ANY CHANGES OCCUR RE USE or 
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Inspector eder has advised * the ‘Federal DO 
jury which has this case under consideration feturned to the courtroo 
at approximately 11:20 a. m. (Washington, D. C. time) today and infor 
the court that aes were — deadlocked and unable ir reacha 
verdict, : 5 1. ee “oh om, 224.8 

| Pay}. = ra . 

The District Court 1 advised the jurors that this was 
a very important case. He said that the presentation of the case had 
been very expensive to the Government and also involved considerable 
expenseto the individual defendants, The court indicated that the jurors 
had heard the testimony of approximately 50 witnesses and informed the 
jurors in effect "you have just begun to deliberate this matter.“ The ‘' 
Judge then sent them back for further consideration of the CABG. . 
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This matter is being closely followed and you will be, 
advised of pertinent ä ges. 
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UNITED ST ATES GOV ae ‘aii | 


Memorandum 


DATE: 12 4-65 


_ SURJECT: TELEGRAM FROM PRESIDENT Ea | | 
: LYNDON B. JOHNSON * : 


The Director received the attached telegram dated Wa 4, 
1965, from the President at the temporary White House in Johnson City, Texas. 
The telegram reads "My congratulations to you on the successful conclusion of 
the U. S. vs. Eaton, Thomas, and Wilkins case. The work which you and the 
Bureau did in preparing this case for trial in conducting the necessary investi- . 
— I am sure, made possible this victory for justice. Lyndon B. Johnson." t 


Pursuant to my conversation with the Director this morning 
there is attached a copy of our acknowledgment of this telegram which was 
approved by the Director and reads as follows “It was typically thoughtful of 
you to extend congratulations regarding the Eaton, Thomas and Wilkins case. ' 
Iam very gratclul to you for your continued faith and confidence in the FBI's 
handling of its responsibilities in this field. I am taking great pride in passing 


your fine message on to the many FBI personnel who tenaciously and patiently 
handled this matter. J. Edgar Hoover." 
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Mrs. Stegall at the White House advised that there are no 

} tacitities in either Austin or Johnson City for delivering telegrams to the LBJ 
ranch. She stated all telegrams sent to either of these cities are sent back to 

| the White House and they put them on the direct line to the little White House at 

the LBJ ranch. She stated that this handling is much faster and accordingly, 

a copy of the attached telegram was delivered personally to Mrs. Stegall at 


approximately 10:20 a.m. and she assured that it would be sent to the ‘President | 
immediately. 
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: REVOCATION OF PROBATION HEARING FOR COLILIE LEROY WILKINS 


SCHEDULED IN USDC, BIRMINGHAM, TW) p. M. „ DECEMBER TWENTY Wr. / 


SUBPOENAS ISSUED DECEMBER THIRTEEN LAST COMMANDING APPEARANCE AS f 
ESSENTIAL WITNESS OF SA HAROLD F. CHARRON, 2. ASSIGNED uro. 
AND SA HILBERT ARPS. ATLANTA bwis ion. „ 
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Copy te: - Departmental Attorney, Selma, Alabama 
. - U. S. Attorney, Montgomery, Alabama 


— — o 0 IE. 
Date: December 9, 1965 70 45 5 


Field Office File 21 44-125 8 deres File @ A- 28601 


.. EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; coe ae 


VIOLA GREGG Livzz0, ET U. VICTIMS -~ ©) gy 
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Sec: Subjects THOMAS, EATON, and WILKINS tried in USDC, Mont- 
gomery, Ma., during week beginning 11/29/65 through “12 3/765. 
Federal Stury reached verdict of guilty as charged 12/3/65, 
ang eachrof thevabove three subjects sentenced to period of 
ten years in custody of the Attorney General. on 12/4/65 ~ 
" subjects: ‘releastd from Montgomery County Jail on $10,000 


Cereus! vond as, defense attorney appealing case to Fifth 
cuit * Appeals. 875 
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DETAILS: On December 7, 1965, U. 8. Marshal 

Montgomery, Alabama, advised subjects 
THOMAS, EATON, and WILKINS were tried in U. 8. 25, 196, 
Court, * Montgomery, during the week of November 29, 19 
throuyh December 3, 1965. A Federal Jury returned a 
dict of 9 as charged, violation of Section ui, 
Title 18, 8. Code, against all three subjects on 5 
December Ps "1965. On December 3, 1965, U. 8. District 
„Judge FRANK M. JOHNSON, JR., Middle District of Alabama, 
sentenced each of the three subjects to a term of ten 
years in cistody of the Attorney General. : :-: 

Defense Attorney ARTHUR J. HANES stated at 78 
the time of sentencing he intended to appeal the conviction 
in this case to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals in New —_ 
Orleans, and Judge JOHNSON corftinued bonds on the above ae 
wn subjects * $10,000 each. 85 at 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. it ts the property of the FB! and is loaned to 
your egeacy; St end ite contents ere not to be distributed outside your egeacy. : : 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Reporting Office Wice of Origin Date 
MOBILE — | MOBILE 12/9/65 
Name of Convict with Aeneas: Report Made By | 


CIVIL RIGHTS 


2 


Typed By 
22 pr 


EUGENE THOMAS 


Outline of Offense: 


on 3/25/65, Mrs. VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO died As a result of gunshot 

wounds received that date in Lowndes County, Ala., mile en 

route from Selma to Montgomery, Ala. Mrs. LIUZZO had — 
la., 


LLI 
commit actions depriving Mrs. LIUZZO of her civil rights. 


Date and place of indictment; 1/6/65, USDC, Montgomery, Alabama 
or infermetien filed: 1 


. 


Code and section under which charged: U. 8. Code, Title 18, Section 201 
Section under which sentenced: Section 241 

Date and nature of plec: ; 11/5/05; not guilty 

Date and place of conviction: 12/3/65; USDC, Montgomery, Alabama 
Dete and dwation of sentence: 12/3/65; ten years in custody of Attorney General 
Fines: None i 


Aggrevating or Mitigating circumstances: ; a. ~ 


There are no known mitigating circumstances. 


Specie! Agent in Cherge | De Not Write in Spoces Below 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION - 


Reporting Office Nötficr of Origin 
MOBILE MOBILE 


Name of Convict with Aliasen: Report Made Rv 


c TAE LEROY WILKINS, JR. rd 
| CIVIL RIGHTS 


A 


Outline of Offense: 


On 3/25/65, Mrs. VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO died as a result of gunshot 
wounds received that date in Lowndes County, Ala., while en 
route from Selma to Montgomery, Ala. Mrs. LIUZZO had partici- 
pated in a civil rights march from Selma to Montgomery, Ala., 
3/21-25/65. Investigation determined COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR., - 

LLIAM ORVILLE EATON, and EUGENE THOMAS had conspired t 
commit actions depriving Mrs. LIUZZO of her civil rights. 


Date and place of indictmen; 4/6/65, USDC, Montgomery, Alabama 7 
ot laformatien filed: 0 * 


Code and section under which charged: U. 8. Code, Title 18, Section 231 1 


Section under which sentenced: Section 241 80 


Dete and aue of plee: | 11/5/65; not guilty 
Date and plece of conviction: 12/3/65; USDC, Montgomery, Alabama 5 


Date and dwation of sentence: 12/3/65; ten years in custody of Attorney General 


Fines: None ; 
* 
Aggrevating or Mitigating circumstences: 


There are no known mitigating circumstances. 
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Reporting Office ice of Origin 
: MOBILE ms MOBILE 2 12 2 /65 
; Name of Conv Convict Aliaaca: Report Made Rv 1 Tae By 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION | ts 


spr 


CIVIL RIGHTS 


A 
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IAM ORVILLE EATON 


Outline of Offense: 


On 3/25/65, Mrs. VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO died as a result of gunshot 
wounds received that date in Lowndes County, Ala., while en 
route from Selma to Montgomery, Ala. Mrs. LIUZZO had partici- 
pated in a civil rights march from Selma to Montgomery, Ala., 
3/21-25/65. Investigation determined WILLIAM ORVILLE E EATON, 
GENE THOMAS, and COLLIE LEROY WILKINS had conspired to 
commit actions depriving Mrs. LIUZZO of her civil rights. 


Date and place of inJictment; 4/6/65, USDC, Montgomery, Alabama 


or infermetion filed: 
Code and section under which charged: U. 8. Code, Title 18, Section 241 ‘ 
Section under which sentenced: Section 241 5 


Date and nature of ples: 11/5/65; not guilty 
Dete and place of conviction: 12/3/65, USDC, Montgomery, Alabama 


Date and duration of sentence: 12/3/65; ten years in custody of Attorney General 


Fines: None 


. Aggravating or Mitignting circumstences: | | 1 | » 


There are no known mitigating circumstances. 
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Inspector Joseph Sullivan. Tuo 
e stated he did act know that the information he gave me Fe a. 
Ga eidtbue Of the Wal > Oubtas heweledeh, bat Go tre putes bo late 4 very -> : 


on the fury panel. witiweaaae: 
© Rave enough men tn Chat eitice Go they cha senpond tS, * 5 5 


Attorney General toured i thought wo would break th cise, 7 
» Fetated I was not certain and be inquired if H depended upon .._ 


talking and J agreed, Sat 
inte task oncasio to mestion tothe Aitornay el. the fac hat 


share Meteor Mamairese ied, N sete gps by Leng de 
Dres 


| | November 24, 1988 
Memorandum for Messrs, Tolson, Belmont, Rosen, DeLoach 


but had moved it up to Friday. Mr. Malley stated we did have previous 
information about the fury checking and he will make certain we have 
ample personnel there. I asked that he do this, particularly in view alls 
our having sent 20 men to Charlotte as I did not want to take anybody _ 
from Charlotte, Mr. Malley said he would take care of it. 
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Very truly yours, 
LEW 
John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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MOBILE 11/24/65 11/18-24/65 ~ 758 


REPORT MADE BY ‘ ; TVPED GY 


l ET AL; 6 — Lies 


CHARACTER OF CASE 
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZ0; 
ET AL - VICTIMS CR; EL 


REFERENCE: Bureau airtel to Mobile and Birmingham 11/17/65 
Mobile teletype to Chicago 117275635 
Chicago teletype to Mobile 11/23/65 
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AT MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, Will follow and report . 
prosecutive action in this case. 


ADMINISTRATIVE: 


The warning ticket which was issued to RONALD 
for speeding, was amoné State — which was obtaine 


53 ad CO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


ae? Bureau (44~29602) ee HEC 99 


12 USA, 102 5 —— 1 
1 - Departmental Attorney 


James Turner, Montgome # don. iZ 965 FN. 
3 - Mobile (44-1245) — 3 
. ee a 


2 7 


282 * 
ut . p ole ui 
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5 the Clerk of Court in Hayne ville, Ala., and is — in 
possession of Departmental Attorney James Turner. On 11/22/65 
TURNER advised that since the original was in his possession, 
4t would be unnecessary for a copy to be made of this warning 


ticket. 


A copy of the accident report referred to in the 
details of this report is being made available directly to 
Departmental Attorney TURNER in Montgomery, and will not 
be made an enclosure to this ert. jens 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 -U. 8. Attorney, Montgomery, Alabama 
1 - Departmental Attorney James Turner, Montgomery 
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Tithe: EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL: 
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO; ; 
ET AL - VICTIMS - 


2 CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS 
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Efforts to identify Army Major at Ame an Service Station, 

Montgomery, Ala., 3/25/65 negative. Sida: + x 

part-time employee of American Service | ation on dexter * 
e 


e, reportedly not known as "GENE." 
gomery, Alabama PD, dispersec group OI w 
and Negro men at 1 Service Station on Dexter Avenue, 
7, 3/25/65, in arly aft 79 Bac! Pround ¢ 
— forth. ia : 
* „ States 65 was told by two 2 
om Craig AFB "that Negro on U. 8. Highway 
— had 4 4 soe to stop them. States made po written report 
t radioed information to 
Record of this transmission not located 
Copy of report of accident occurring 10:00 A. m., 
erstate Highway 65 10.3 miles north of Prattville 


Ala., in which two Negro women were injured, obtained from 
Efforts to determine if 
truck par near Firs ptist Church, Selma, 3/25/65 


ys ha Service records of subjects THOMAS and EATON set 
orth. 
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Under date of November 17, 1965 the Bureau 
forwarded a request from the Civil Rights Division for 
additional investigation. This investigation is limited 
to the following request: 
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Ber . * Au-123 


AT MONTGOMERY, ALAN 


950 ovember oe atl : ing 
hn : — advised that a 
check o : red no er in the Alabama National 
Guard by the naa ‘of “GIBSON, 


14 dvised that descriptive data concern- 
rsonne abama National Guard is of no value 


unless the name * Bann, and the fact that a person is 
6* 2" tall with red hair is of no value in locating National 
Guard personnel, a N N 
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at if there we hoice betwee 
2 F 6 
| ing enue 
1 
8 Sort on a 


—ů 22 
2 — e-7% wants Bees a + — aE — 


* ? 


— — 


illegal activity, violence or ineidents ef any 1. 1 
the instructions, they were teld they should keep groups. fren 
congregating on any street cornsra or in the street. 8 i “4 


ee 10 00410 that an hour er two af ter the marchers 
hed reached the eapitol area on Dexter Avenue, probably in 
the early afternoon, he was in the vicinity of the American 
Service statien located about two blocks from the capitel ; 
. . Duilding en the north side of Dexter Avenue, when he observed 
22 @ group ef approximately four or five Negre men and ancther 
- group ef four or five rough-looking white men gathered.on 
the corner of the service station property. These two groups 
were exchanging insults and harsh words and it appeared to 
him they were about te = > * fight. He went over te 


this group, & —— by 


by him to t . 

2» an soth the NBegro and white 
groups {mediately wailed avay in different directions and. 
ne further trouble was observed at that vicinity by = 
though there were numerous * milling about, but me Bs 
eongregating in groups. . 


wy ae, 1 „ + tatec this incident was * ime 
oe 
— this area for this specifie incident. 


Te his knowledge no other incident of this nature 
eccurred in this T * * 250 1965. 
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Observation of Alabama State Troopers warning 
ticket munber 62506 reflected the following inf information: 


Te tieket was issued at 7:50 p. u., March 25, 1965 
te Done . BDABKER, 340 West Normal Parloray, Chicago, 
TDilinois, for speeding. The ticket was issued eleven miles 
east of Selma on 9. 3. Nighway 80. The vehicle being driven | 
was a 1961 Volkswagen bus with Tilinois license NiD810. . 

Phe ticket was signed by RICHARD LAWRENCE, he ticket was 
issued by State Trooper 8 
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tend ts contents ore nooo ul ips tide your oe. 


TE, I sc ae me 

int U bama Police Acadeny, Montgowry, - 
where he was attending school. He std he is attached - 
with the Alabama State Troepers at Oneonta, Alabama, out 
of the Birmingham Division of the Alabama State — 


GH furnished the following inforrat ont 


en March 25, 1965 be was on special ‘teak : 

im Selma, Alabama. Im the early ;nighttime of that date, he 

was patrolling at the Pallas Count - Iowndes County line 

vieinity, when two men, driving a rvette convertible stopped 

and talked to him. Me stated these men identified themselves 

as being attached te Craig Air Force Ease, Selma, Alabam, 7 

and were cadets from some foreign country, the identity of i. 
- which be does not recall. These men told him they had observed dn 

a Hegre man standing in the highway about three miles back a 

toward Montgomery on . 8. Nighvay 80, and the man was waving - es 

his arms, apparently attempting te stop them. They almost 

hit this man and had te swerve te keep from hitting hin. 

They did not see anyone else around and suspected he might 

be trying te rob them, but stated there was a — 

he had been involved in an accident. i 


‘He radiced the Selma State Troopers post 1 
furnished this information te them and then * about 
three miles east toward Montgomery en V. 8. Highway 80, dat 

- seeing nothing unusual, he returned to his post of assignment 
and continued patrolling in the area of the county line. In 

about five te ten minutes he heard a dispatch en his radic 
te the effect that there had been a shooting in the =. 
general area where the men had reported seeing tne He 
therefore, he proceeded immediately te the 1 o 
Air Force Base, where he spotted the eonvertible with = 
twe men in it and sto them. Me had them repeat the 
information te him, jot them to exhibit their smensisisation— 
= from whieh he copied their names, which were = 
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~“ @ieficult for him te understand when they vereopronome ing 
them, and then he carried the names to the State Troopers « 
Post, where he turned them over to the radio operator, telling - 
. him these were the men whe previously furnished the information 


about the Negro man, 
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ots, 2 . On November 23, 1965 
“Alabama State Troopers, advised ne had caused a check to be 


made of the radio rooms in both Montgomery and Selma, and 
no record of a transmission from bee ee located 
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pertaining to the contact by the two Cra F Force Base 
cadets on March 25, 1965. Td 


e 5 Alabama State Froopers, 
advised the follewing report of the only accident - 
eccurring en the highway between e and ont gomery 
on the morning of March 2. 1965 
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Accident investigation ove number coh5o5 ty} 
leecatien ef accident, 10.3 miles north ef a 
| the eity limits of Prattville, Alabama, en . ae 
. Interstate 65, 1500 feet north of intersection 
0 ve 8. Highway 1 and Interstate 68. fh € 


The accident ä on Thursday, Karch . as, 1965 


22 @t 1000 p.m. 2 ear involved 2 * 1955 oe — 
: 912 ; . 1. J. 1208388 3 ITU ° 
i ; abama,. 


N port reflects the driver was driving at a speed of 80 miles 
an — when a tire blew eut, eausing her to lose control] 
: he yc pad of turn over. The report reflected 
i year old Negre female, rece 
injuries oo the chest anc shoulder, and the passenger, | 
10 Megro female, received bruises 


icra tc a. oth were taken te the Prattville General Hospital 
and were ‘treated, There were ne other witnesses.- . ian 


tigated by State Froopers 7 
* station at Prattville, 22 
y were notified at 10:05 a. n., and arrived at’ 
the scene of the — at. .20135 a.m. The date of one report 


dvised e 
Yo per person * 


be for * this aceident report. 
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National Guard Afhory, 


Urrville Highway, advised they knew of no possiblg way to 
verify that a 6X6 truck was located att the corner of Lawrence 
Street in Selma, Alabama, on March 25, 1965. They pointed 

out that trip tickets are only maintained a period of 60 days 


to show movement of vehicles in any particular area. 


The trip tickets which are kept by the Armory and 
the National Guard units at the present time do not require 
detailed information as to the movement of a vehicle, and if 
a unit noted on the trip ticket, "to downtown area, this 
would fulfill existing regulations and it could mean any 


area in Selma, : 


5 They concluded that they have no personal re- 
collection of any 6X6 truck being assigned to the area of 
the churches - First Baptist Church and Brown's Chapel AME 


Church - on March 25, 1965. 
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the number hee "the 6 x 6 4. —5 whic been observed in 
Selma, were known, there wuld be no way tocétermine the 
unit to which it was assigned, further advised 
that no record was maintained o nment areas of the 
various units of military police, which were assigned to the 


march from Selma to Montgomery. i 
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By communication dated November 20, 1965, the st. 
Louis Division advised as follows: 
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jects Thomas, ao and Wilkins E ae 8 eis 

found 1 U. S. District Court, Mont- rf 
gomerv. Alabama, 12-3-65, in connection | ee 
with the shocting of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo and 

Neased on bond pending appeal. Wilkins 
previously placed on one year and one day 


probation ll-16-64, for violation of Federal - 
Firearms Act. Probation revoked. . 
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Rats = CLARENCE We ‘ALLGOOD IN THE MATTER OF A REVOCATION OF PROBATION _ 
‘ . HEARI NG. ‘WILKINS , THROUGH ATTORNEY ‘ART HANES , OFFERED NO DEFENSE 
10 INDI VIDUAL. CHARGES, AND JUDGE ALL G00 REVOKED HIS PROBATION AND 
ORDERED HIM TO PRESENT HIMSELF TO THE W. 5. MARSHAL AT NINE AA., 
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Gary Thomas Rowe, who testified for the Government in 
connection with the shooting of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo in Lowndes County, 
. Alabama, March 25, 1965, has been contacted pursuant to te 
request of Mr. Kimon Zachos, your Special Assistant, an 
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2 a As you are aware, Chief Marshal James McShane initially made 
| appointment with Mr. DeLoach at 3:00 P. M. on 1/4/66 which he cer od 
keep. His secretary subsequently called and stated that McShane had 2 
it necessary to confer with the House Committee on Un-American *<“* 
„ and that he would make an — for the morning of 
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McShane again failed to keep the appointment, On the afternoon of V/5/ 66 
at 2:45 P. M., Jack Cameron of McShane's office pores on — Del ay: h 
and told him —— ——— Was home sick, ñ ũ Ṽf cee eet 
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES ~~ 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 3 
_ COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES 
WASHINGTON 
: Jaguary 7, 1966 


Honorable John Edgar Hoover 
Director f 7 
HV . dhe Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
_ Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 

1 am 8 to east the strong interest a the Comittée —_—": 
in interviewing Gar Ste, former Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation informant in the Unit ans of America, Realm of Alabama. 
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I am advised that Mx. Rowe has indicated complete willingness 
to be interviewed by members of the Committee's staff, although he has 
expressed the view that, as of ſnev, he is not inclined to testify before 


4 in public or private ta sat Nets 
® . 1 2 ; 
It is my request that \Philfp Manuel, an investigator for the che 


Committee, be permitted to interview Mr. Rowe at a place other than 
Mr. Rowe's current residence, and‘preferably in Los Angeles, California. _ 
It would be most helpful to the Committee if the meeting cauld ‘take piace 
next Monday, January 10, at the Mayf lover Hotel, 931 South 

Los — “us mer ae 2 


For security purposes, I have had reservat at the hotel 
for that date in the name of Mr. Manuel and Mr. Louis — > another: 4 
staff investigator. With Mr. Rowe registering under the name of Mr. #Russell, © sh 
his presence should go unnoticed. The Committee, of course, will bear che 
expense of Mr. Rowe's travel to, and stay in, Los Angeles. 
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If these arrangements meet with your approval and are agreeable 
to Mr. Rowe, I would appreciate your having a member of your staff so — 

. notify Mr. Donald . Appell, Chief Investigator of the Committee, so that 
x. Manuel can make arrangements to be in California by noon on Monday. 
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ON THIS — SOUTHERN BELL . 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH co., TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED BUREAU QGENT 
Ar HONTGONERY , ALA.» ART HANES , BIRMINGHAM ATTORNEY WHO REPRESENTED 
u. S. District Coomt AS 
DEFEMDANTS_ DURING TRIAL AND CONVICTION US, MONTGOMERY, TOLD th 
HIM THURSPAY AFTERNOON HE HAD INFORNATION FROM A HIGHLY RELIABLE 5 
U.6,-District ce: 
SOURCE THAI THE de ROOM IN MONTGOMERY HAD BEEN “BUGGED "DURING b 


4 THE TRIALOF THE THREE DEFENDANTS DECEMBER, LAST AND THE PROCEED-. 


Ine „R ROMISORED IN ROOM TWO ZERO ONE TIN THE TELEPHONE COMPANY ae 

BUILDI NG “ACROSS THE STREET FROM THE U.S. POST OFFICE aT MONTGOMERY. 

HANES TOLD HIM SEVERAL ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERALS WERE OBSERVED ~ 

GOING rn AND OUT OF THE PHONE COMPANY BUILDING THROUGHOUT THE DAY 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF MONITORING THE PROCEEDINGS. REG, RBs Dark 2 27 
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3 HE WAS AWARE THAT BUREAU PERSONNEL AND U. 8. 

r. dr JUSTICE PERSONNEL UTILIZED PHONE COMPANY EQUIPMENT IN 
ROOM Tuo ZERO ONE DURING ONE DAY OF THE TRIAL FOR THE PURPOSE or 
RECORDING A TELEVISION TAPED INTERVIEW DURING WHICH COLLIE LEROY 
WILKINS WAS INTERVIEWED AT GREAT LENGTH BY A REPORTER OF THE 

_ CANADIAN BROADCASTING 0 ADVISED ME DID WOT RECALL THIS 470 
AT THE TIME HANES RELATED THE ABOVE TO HIM HOWEVER, AFTER TALKING 
TO MONTGOMERY PHONE COMPANY PERSONNEL, HIS RECOLLECTION WAS RE- 
FRESHED. QM STATED THAT UNLESS HE IS ADVISED 10 THE CONTRARY 4 7 
BY MONDAY, JAN. SEVENTEEN, WEXT, HE INTENDS TO CONFRONT HANES WITH 
THE EXACT NATURE OF THE ACTIVITY AT THE PHONE COMPANY DURING THE 
re : ae 4 | aan . 

+ THE BUREAU WILL RECALL THAT DURING THE TR§IAL OF THE THREE 
DEFENDANTS IN MONTGOMERY, DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEYS, ST. JOHN BARRETT 
AND 2 JOHN DOAR LEARNED OF A TAPED INTERVIEW BY A CANADIAN 
BROADCASTING CO. REPORTER OF WILKINS AND REQUESTED THE BUREAU 
TO LOCATE THE TAPE AND MAVE 11 TELEPHONICALLY TRANSCRIBED IM 

ONTGOMERY 1 ORDER THAT 11 couLD BE INTRODUCED NTO THE TRIAL, 
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one: JONE AND TELEGRAPH co. IN MONTGOMERY, MR 
Denne ER EFFORTS BY THE DEPT., OF JUSTICE TO. 
INTRODUCE THE CONTENTS INTO THE TRIAL RECORD WERE UNSHCCESSFUL F 


THIS ACTION 18 UNDOUBTEDLY WHAT HANES LEARNED OF THROUGH SOME | 
UNKNOWN SOURCE. A 


5 . e Aae ams Char ec 


ear ean a 


Sat, BIRMINGHAM, TELEPHONICALLY. ADVISED OF ABOVE. ABOVE .. 
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BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. 
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1 - Mr. McGowan 
SUNJECT: EYGENE TICMAS, ET N.; 1 ur. Hines 


: 
: ET AL. VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


Cary Thomas Rote our informant in this case involving 
the shoot ing of Mrs. Liuzto was advised of the Department's 
desire that be testify be re the House Committee on Un-American ..» 
Activitics. Robe stated that he did not desire under an, 2 
circumstances to testify be jurq the Committee and in his e 
previous discussion with Deparſſvent al attorneys before the 
last Federal trial he had mode’ it very clear to them that he 
did not wish to testify at eny future trials or hearings. 
He statcd that insofar as terti ifying is concerned he felt that 
he had fulfilled his obligation to the Government and he : 
feared iur his personal safety if he vere called upon to 
testify further. 7 | 


4 | 
rr. Kimon Zachos, fpvcial Assistant to the Attorne 5 
General, duo requested that +c determine Rowe's attitude ä 
regardin- testifying beforc Ihe Committee was advised on ä 
12/27/65 that Rove had been contacted as requested and that 
Rowe had stated that he do“: not desire to testify before th 
Committe’. Zachos was adviscd that the matter of whether or 
not Row: would or should b subpoenacd to testify in spite 
of his present attitude «asi strictly a matter between the 
Department, the Committee and Rowe, and the Bureau — 
no furthor eee re 2 REC. 13 dn 23 1 776. 
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1. Attached for approval Ys a letter to the 
Attorney General copfirming the abow: advice furnished to 
Mr. Zachos that Rowe does not wish testify before the 
House Committee on Da-Anerican Actigities and that the 
Bureau vill no longer 3 
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CIVIL RIGHTS 
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This will confirm the conversation of Mr, J, William 
Nince of th» FBI vith hr. Kimon Zeches, your Specirl _ 
on Docenb'er 27, 1965, therein Un. Zachos ers advised that 
Gary Thonre Rore had been Sy ty ed rnd stated thet he did 
pot tirh to te | tm Bouse Comaittee on Un-American” 
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SUBJECT: EUGENE TI AS, ET AL, 
VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA. 
ET AL, - VICTINS 
CIVIL RIGHTS j 


This will confirm the conversation of Mr. J. Willian 
Hines of the FBI with Mr. Kimon Zachos, your Special Assistant, 
on December 27, 1965, whereia Mr, Zachos was advised that z = 
Gary Thones Rowe had been contacted = stated that he dial“ 2 
not wish to testify bi ore th-_ to n-American ee 
Activi n N 
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i Gary Thomas Rove is * ¥ informant 5 ' 
Pho furnished inforn:ation men lead to tuo - 
cessful prosecution oi three sunjects in | 


‘ine shooting of Mrs. liduzzo. At the request 
ral we eentacted him to 


‘ecept a Deputy Marshall job. A letter is 
veing sent to the Attorney Generai today ; 
him of 2 in attached. 
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J ONE OR TWO MEMBERS OR REPRESENTATIVES OF THE "youn AT Tüte. 
J AGREEABLE TIWE AN PLACE. 1 ASKS ‘ONLY THAT THE PLACE b 

- BE-SAN FRANCISCO. ib 5 THAT THE outet “SHOULQ ead 10 
HIS INF OR.sAT ION AVAILABLE 70 THEM BUT, ik ran ane 
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ss According to Welborn Rowe inquired of the San Francisco 
Office whether McShane was aware of the discussions that Rowe had had 
with Departmental representatives concerning the plan for an “ultimate 
settlement." Welborn further stated that Rowe indicated he is looking 
to the Department for satisfaction in connection with his discussions with 
Departmental representatives and made no reference to the FBI in this 
connection. Welborn was instructed to advise Rowe that if he had any 
question whatsoever concerning discussions he had had with Departmental | 
representatives, he should take them up with. McShane, ~————- -—--._--—— * . 

5 „ 7 


ACTION: | oe 5 


San Francisco is continuing to follow this matter closely and 
will keep the Bureau advised of all pertinem developments. ae 

Rowe's reference to ultimate settlement” obviously refers to 
a lump sum settlement which was the subject of discussion with Departmental 
representatives. Inasmuch as Rowe indicated he is looking to the Department 
for satisfaction in connection with his discussion with Departmental representa - 
tives and made no reference to the FBI in connection with this and inasmuch as 
he was told to take up any question concerning it with the Department, it is 
recommended that we alert the Department to this current development. it is 
recalled we have previously referred to the Department for their immediate 
attention any comments which Rowe has made to us heretofore concerning 
this and other matters relating to a possible settlement. There is being 
prepared a memorandum to the Attorney General, with copies to the Deputy E * 7 
Attorney General and Assistant a General 2 ‘Doar, —— 
this current development. N 
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EUGENE THOUS, ET AL; 
VIOLA GREGG Livzzo, aka., 
ET AL - VICTIMS 

CR; EL 

OO: MOLILE 


—— * 1 Mobile, 12/9/65. bac 


e January 19, 2966, ur. RICHARD WINDHORST,' Deputy * dhe 
Clerk, Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, New Orleans, Louisiana, a 
advised that the case was docketed Janunry 7, 1966, and an 
extension of time to file record to March ae "1966, “bas been 
granted. 1 
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Re betroit teletype to Bureau, 1/16/66. 
Enclosed 13 LWA concerning above matter. i 
being, furnished Mobile and rningham. 
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“ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF Ines „ 

— * . 

- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Betrvoit, Pichigan 
January 17, 1968 


Re: Eugene Thomas, Et Al; 
Viola Liuzzo, Et 41 Victim 


C . 


2 Wing 

Hr. Anthony-LIuzzo, husband of Viola Liv2zo, deceased, 
on Januri‘y 16, 1956,° telephoned the Detroit Division of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) to advise that he had 
received information that an advertisement had appeared in the 
Birmingham News" at Birningham, Alabama, offering the 1963 
Oldswobile in which his wife had been killed for sale. Ur. 
Liuzzo «ic not know the current owner of the vehicle at the time 
of his call on January 18, 1986. — 9 

On January 17, 1965, Mr. fathony Lives ageie 
te lephoned the Detroit Division and advised that he had originally 
heard of the advertisement appear ing ip the "Birmingham News" 
when he received a telephone call on January 16, 19665 from 
"United Tress” advising him of the advertisement which was 
quoted “*: follows: 


ener 
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riot ice — No You Heed A Crowd Gatherer? 1 bave 

2 1965 Cldssobile in which Mre. Viola J. Luzzo was ‘illed. 
Bullet 1... . and everything util) intact. Ideal to bring in 
crowds. ‘y.:, 300. 00.“ ee 


*r. Liuzzo stated that on January 17, 1936, he 
contacted the General Motors Acceptance Cor poration (GAC) 
at Detroit, Michigan, and druthe them he learned that the 
Birmingham VDiyision of Giift had sold the 1963 Oldsmobile to 
onc J. Tper, 2303 20th _Tiace, Birmingham, Alabama. Ar. 
Liuzzo : t. ‘ted that he hed spo':én to hi: attorney, William 
uin. concerning this matter. 


tir, Liuzzo stated that he was considering tolephoniug 
Me. Johu “oar, Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, 
‘of the Lepastwent of Justice concerning this matter. ee 
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Eu:; e Thomas, Et Al; 
Viol. 1. iuzzo, Et A1 Victim 
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Atteched is a copy of an article appear ing on Page 6, 
Column 1, o the "Detroit Free Press", a daily newspaper 
published at hetroit, Uichigan, on January 17, 1960. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
covclusions of the FBI. it is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your ago ne. 
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#:thony Liuzze, husband of # 1's: ¢:.° 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-28601) 
SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1236) (P) 


(2 
EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; 
MRS. VIOLA LIUZZO, aka; EMI. VICTIMS 


CR - EL | 
2 — — — 


(00: MOBILE) 
Re Detroit teletype to Bureau dated 1/16/66. 


Enclosed for information of the Bureau are twa copies 
each of- classified advertisement which appeared in "The . 3 
Birmingham News" and “Birmingham Post-Herald” on 1-15-66, and 
which was referred to in referenced tele type. 1 27 


—— “The nly 
News", Birmingham, Alabama, advised on 1/18/66 that it was nis : 


understanding the LIUZZO automobile had been purchased by a a 
private individual from a finance company, which held legal : 
title, with the express intention of making a large profit by 
resale. — stated it was the policy of "The Birninghan News" 
mot to revcal the names of individuals placing classified 
advertisemcnts; however, he felt this information could de 
obtained, if necessary, through subpoena . 


advised be 
has reliable information that the LIUZZO automobile was recently 


purchased by one JAMES J. TURNER, 2308 - 20th Place, Ensley, ~ 


83 Bureau (Enc. 4) ENCLOSURE 


1 - Detroit (44-643)(Enc. 1)(fnfo) © 
1 = Mobile (44-1245)(Enc. 1) (Info) 4 


2 - Birmingham e. JAN 24 et 
NPS: s ; | ree! reve NN “lope ini. nnn 
(7) oe Fern vas Obi. Aan v U. 7 


NN mans volle 
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r in Charge | a 


Birmingham, Alabama, from GENERAL MOTORS ACCEPTANCE CORPORATION, 
and that 1URNER is the individual who hrs placed the enclosed 
advertiscmacnt in The Birmingham News". 


a | 

Birmingham indices negative regarding TURNER and a ee 

no — investigation anticipated by this division, heer” oe 
Copy or above-mentioned ad is being enclosed tor oe 2 
Mobile and Detroit. | * 
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SAC, Mobile (44-1215) 5 | January 25, 1966 


- Director, FBI (44-28601) 
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EUCLNE INONAS; 
et al. 
VICLA 1110220. aka; 
LEROY JEROMBiMOTON - VICTIMS 
en = EL ; 


NcBulet 10/29/65 and Laboratory report 4/14/68 
regarding nine plaster of Paris casts of tire ippressions | 
described as: 063 through Q71. 

The plaster casts will be destroyed by the 
Laboratory in thirty days unless advised to the contrary 
by your office. 


NOTE: This evidence was not material in this 

case and no examinations were actually conducted 
although they were being maintained by the 
Laboratory for pcssible future comparisons. 
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Memorandum 
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EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL.; 
VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA; ET AL. = VICTIMS; 
CR Z EL 


Attached is Interesting Identification Laboratory 
Draft No. 1157 entitled "LABORATORY EXPERTS 55 = 
PROSECUTION OF LIUZZO SLAYERS." 
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RECORMMENDATION : 


None. For information only. 
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1 Budget Unit, Room 5509 
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_UsITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE i? 
FEDERAL BUREA\ OF INVESTIGATION 


* nne 


— 


RIF in 5 . , WASHINGTON, d. c. 20535 
File N.. 4 28601 ere e 


January 26, 1966 


1 1 * „e 


I. I. L. Draft No. 1157 


LABORATORY EXPERTS ASSIST IN PROSECUTION OF LIUZZO SLAYERS 


Late on the evening of March 25, 1965, near Selma, 
Alabama, civil rights worker Viola Liuzzo was shot while engaging 
in the transportation of civil rights workers between Selma and 
- Montgomery, Alabama. 4 FBI Laboratory examiner was 0 ela dina 
dispatched to the scene to obtain and examine any physical 
evidence found in an examination of the victim's car. si 
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After much publicity and two unsuccessful state 
trials, three defendants were indicted by a federal grand jury 
for conspiracy to violate the civil rights of the victims. 

In the federal trial, the FBI Laboratory experts, testi fied Se. 
their findings. The defendants were found guilty and ach . 
was sentenced to ten years in prison. — 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-28601) 
FROM: „ SAC, TAMPA (44-313) (RUC) 


EUGENE THOMAS, et 21. 
VIOLA LIUZZC, aka, et al. VICTIMS 
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ReTPairtel 1/5/66. | | 
As instructed in Butelcall 12/31/65, no further gy 


conta€t--has been had with Mrs. DOROTHY M. ROWE and this 5 
case is considered RUC. 


: ~ 


Q Bureau (hr) 
Birninzham (RM) (44-1236) 
1 Tampa 
J EW-KH 
(5) 


- Mehr 
„Wiek 
r Ca. o 
. Call Son 
» Conrad .... | 


Mr. Nel ch... 


Dote: ‘2/8/66 


Transmit the- lowing in 


(Type ia plaintext or code} 
Via = 


a: Rg 22 pid 
tins Gandy 


— — 1611 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-28601) 
2 DETROIT (44-643) 


* EUGENE’ THOMAS, Et Al; 
l VIOLA LIVUZz zo, ake, | 
Et Al = VICTIM | .. 
(oo: Mobile) | ee ee 


Enclosed is letterhead memorandum in duplicate concerning 
above matter. Two copies of LHM being furnished Mobile 
and onc copy being furnished Louisville for information 
* 1 


No A action is indicated and no investigation 9111 
be instituted concerning receipt of these news — 
dy ANTIICNY LIUZZO, UACB. | R 3 


— — 


Mater in l mentioned in LHN was furnished by Mr. LIUZZO to 
SA's QD 2 . — 52 


8 — BucLoduft ; 
5 e (Enc. 2) a nec 30 YY 7 2 BAG 2 ia 


1 = Louisville (Enc. 1) (info) 
2 - Nobile (Selma) (44-1245) (Enc. 2)(Info) 1 ts! 11 856 

1 - Detroit 5 

FJP/sal } : — 2288 
(7) Ager uney 


Date !.. TE 11 


How law usd | 9 
8 7. 
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er Tey ae 


* *# hr TROTTED Deo Phe gh. #7 


i Me iii ee ek Bl 


„ ~~ ws ~~ 83 Lore *- * 
„eee. © , 


„ — f N 2 es a — . N 
7 oy STATES DEPARTMENT “or Ane; jg ae 
EDERAL Win OF INVESTICATION exces 


Detroit, Michigan 
February 8, 1966 


Re: Eugene Thomas, Et Al: 
Viola Liuzzo, Et Al - Victim 


Ur. La esse husband of Viola Liuzzo, 
deceased, furnished two envelopes with the same nevs 
clipping enclosed to Special Agents of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation | on February 8, 1966. 


Xerox copies of each of the two envelopes and 
of the news clipping enclosed are attached. 3 


Mr. Liuzzo advised that he attaches no significance 
to his receipt of these news clippings at his Teamsters 


office, Local 247, 2741 Trumbull, Detroit, Michigan,» except 


that since they were mailed from a southern state as is 
indicated by the postmark on each of the envelopes, they © 
may have some connection with the slaying of his wife in 


March. 1965 in the South. N 


Mr. Liuzzo advised he has no idea who may have 


mailed these news clippings to him and he said that they 


were received at his office in the normal course of | 
business and were opened and handled by numerous employees. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. ü 
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Mr. Liuzzo 
Business Manager Teamster's Union 


» Michigan 


Detroit 
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Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI (4"4-23601) DATE: 3 
- ATTENTION: CRIME RECORDS DIVISION T 


SAC, MOBILE (44-1245) (p) 


3 
BUG NE THOMAS, UT Al.; 
VIC] A GREGG I. IUZZ0, aka 
CT AL - MCT Inis 
Chi; EL 
(00: MOBILE) 


4 


rener err. 


Re BUlet * requesting submission of IC 
urite- u. 


owe — .·U — 28985 eee 


Followine 18 current status of prosecution in ts 
ease. All three Bub jects were convicted in USDC, MDA, Montgomery, 
Ala., 12/2/65 and each was sentenced to serve ten years. All 97 


a 
three were released on bond and the case is presently on ‘appeal é 
to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. 


* 1 

— In à separate * subject THOMAS was sentenced in “¥f 
USDC, Etruingham, 2/25/66 to serve two years on NFA convictio q 
in anoths: case, subject WILMINS ae oie in USDC, Birmingham * 
12/20/65 : nd his probation on a 1954 firearms violation was 
revoked nnd he is now servins the previous one year sentence. 


Tt is recognized that the Bureau may wish to delay 


the Butrission of the IC write-up while the sentence in this 
ease is on appeal. However, in the absence. gf. n oft cats 
paration 


age —w- 


the Bure: to that effect, ‘Mobile will continue pre 
5 this --rite-up. 


2 hurt 
2 mob 1 
JTB mo! 
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70 * 6B Savings Bonds — on the Pl Sang Plan 


_ * OTS TK. Pee oem. — — 2 4 


Ir. 7. John Doar 8 
sistant Attorney General fei: Mir. Wick | 
Pirector, FBI „ 1- Mr. DeLoac 

; 3 g 1 — Mr. Rosen 
1 vai Mr * Malle a 
EUG ELI TT IAS, AND OTIENS 1- Ur. oo te 
Mns. VIOLA ‘LIUZZO - VICTIM ] - Mr. Hines” 
CIVIL FIGHTS „ 


This is to advise you of an inquiry received by this Bureau 
on March 4, 1966, from Mr. Hal Ross of the Ziegler Ross Agency, _ . 
9255 Sunset Foulevard, Los Angeles, California, 90069, concerning 
Gary Thomas Rowe who furnished information to the FBI leading to the 
arrest and conviction of three subjects in connection with the shooting 
of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo in Lowndes County, Alabama, on March 25, 1965. 
Mr. Ross desired to know the whereabouts of Rowe and whether or not | 
the FBI would have any objections to his company making conthet vun 8 


him ‘in order to acquire literary rights to Rowe's story. : 


9 80 have advised Mr. Ross tiat thie Bureau no longer hs 
any contact with Rowe. 


— The above is being brought to your 22 * whatever - 
action you may deem desirable. , 
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* NOTE: See Rosen to DeLoach memo 3-17-66, captioned “Eugene T mas, 
Et’al,, Mra. Viola Liuzzo - Victim, Civil Rights, WI: 
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Mr * verk. Karch 7, 1966 


of 1 = Mr. Deloach | 


FROM 4. Rosey >. | Pe 1 - Mr. Wick 


1 12 Ur. Malley 


SUBJECT: EUGENS THCHAS, ET AL; 1 - itr. McGowan 


| F C 
ins. VIOLA Libz20 - VICTIM 1 - Mr. Hines p 
CIVIL RIGHTS } N 
4 5 „ . : n 7 


Hal-Ross of the Ziegler Ross eee Los fone, 2 G 
California, by letter dated 3/2/66, requested that FBI advise hi» 


“of the whercabouts of Gary Thomas Hove and asked whether or not 7 
the Bureau would have-any objection to his company making a —— * 


contact with Rowe to acquire literary rights to his story. 
Gary Thomas Rowe was our informant who furnished 3 

information leading to the arrest and conviction of the three 

subjects on Federal charges in connection with the shooting of 

urs. Viola 8 a civil rirhts moron in Lowndes County 


It is noted that Hal Ross by letter dated 5/17/65, to 
the Bureau suggested that he be permitted to contact Rowe for 3 
the purpose of interesting Rowe in selling rights to his life story. 
By letter dated 5/21/65, he was advised his proposal would be : 
brought to Rowe's attention. This was done. 1 5 ae 


ACTION: 


1. Attached for approval is a letter to Mr. Ross advis in-: 
him that the Bureau has no longer any contact with Gary Thomas Rowe 
and referring him to Mr. John Doar, Assistant attorney General, Civil 
Rights Division, Department of Justice. 1 7 ’ 


T. Also attached tor approval is a letter to Mr. Doar 
advising him of the inquiry from Mr. Ross for whatever action the 7 


wopertncnt may dcem desirable, | J aie et a 1 £0 ö 7 
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Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI (44-2860 mam: 3/10/66. 


SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-3954) (P) 


EUGENE THOMAS, ET Al.; 
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, Aka., 
ET AL - VICTINS 

CR; EL 


(00: MOBILE) | 
Ne New Orleans letter to Bureau, 1/20/66. 


On 3/9/66, Mr. RICHARD WINDIIORST, Deputy y Clerk, eS 


Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, New Orleans, Louisiana, 
advised that the Record on Appeal was filed 3/2/66, and is 
in the process of being printed. 


¥ill advise the Bureau and Mobile ot decision in 
this @mattcr. 


2 nd reau 
Mobile (41-1245) 
New Orleans 


TF 


By ae. IAS 
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Memorandum 


DeLonch, Ws 
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SUBJECT: BUGENE 1 2 
COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, 
WILLIAM ORVILLE- ATOR; 
mS. VIOLA LIUZZO - 
VICTIM 

CIVIL RIGHTS 


1 
, — + 
132 
"ve rr Dre PR Re Re TP) sere ees 
N ; 
* 11 
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A 


‘SAC McGovern, Birminghan, advised that Willian > SF 
Orville Eaton dropped dead of a heart attack on the nicht 
of 3/9/66, Eaton, who is one of the three subjects convicted // 
An U. 8. District 0 ourt on Federal civil rights charges in 8 
connection with the slaying of Mrs, Viola Liuzzo near Selma, 
Alabama, 3/25/65, was sentenced to serve ten years imprisonment. 
At the time of his death, he was free on appeal bond, ee. a”; 


ACTION: 


This is for information. 


* 
ree oe wiper, ht ok pe, 
| 5 LP, * 


deal 920 
„ 4 


m * EE 


— * . ‘ ba 
a |) ne 7 eet é! 8 E 
—— — oe 45 . le aE LO oe 5 n in 4 : i *. 
| 2 os Dec aah tala at 223 1 
AUNITED STATES me : 


Memoranaum > 


TO «ie | DIRECTOR, FBI (44-2260 i DATE: pe ae 
Attn: FBI Laborator es eS 


PR VE SAC, MOBILE (44-1245)(P) 
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SUBJECT: — THOMAS, ET AL; 
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO0, aka 
ET AL - VICTIMS 
CR; EL 
(00: Mobile) 


r Ree ed ka Ee een 


Re report of 5 12%), Mobile, 57 
reflecting that all three subjects were found guilty in USDC, 
MDA, on 12/3/65 and were sentenced to a period of ten years 
in custody of the Attorney General. The matter is presently -. 
on appeal to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. 


= < 


There is being returned herewith by Railway Express 
one box containing evidence utilized by 7 
in the trial in instant case. b 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-28601) 


SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-3954) (P) 


EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; 
VIOLA GREGG‘LiUZZO, aka., 
ET AL - VICTIMS 

CR; EL 


Re New Orleans letter to Bureau, 3/10/66. 


: On 4/19/66, Mr. RICHARD WINDHORST, Deputy Clerk, § — | 
7 Sth Circuit Court of Appeals, New Orleans, Louisiana, mde - : 7 

i | available tro copies of Order Dismissing Appeal of N pelt 
„% ORVILLESEATON, #23289, filed 3/17/66, copy of which is 


‘com 
2 


f @nclosed for the Bureau and Mobile. 


Will advise the Bureau and Mobile of decision 
in this matter. 
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M emorandum 


1 - Mr. McGowan 
sugjEcT: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; 1- Mr. Hines 


| ) 
MRS, VIOLA’LIUZZO - VICTIM 1- Mr. Hudson 1 
CIVIL RIGHTS 5 7 HY 


At 7:15 p. m., Bt. John Barrett, Civil Rights Division (, ‘> 
the Department, telephonically contacted Extra-Duty Supervisor F.. "53 
Hudson and advised the Department has received an inquiry from — 
Associated Press regarding a statement made by Art“ Haynes, atto a ia 
for the subjects, who had allegedly stated Eugene Thomas would — = 
be brought to trial in Hayneville, Alabama, because the Federal Govern- 
ment would not make Gary Thomas Rowe avaiable as awitness. Barrett , 
wanted to be advised the first thing on the morning of 5-l1-66, whether or | 
not a request has ever been received by the Bureau concerning — 
Rowe available for testimony. 


Supervisor —— contacted and be advised he would bee 


contact Barrett on the morning of 5-11-66. 


i ¢ 


ACTION: 


For record purposes. f | ä ae 4 1 
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FBI MOBILE 
30 P est URGENT 7 19 66 WEB 
TOs vn. (44285 01 ö 
„ PROMS MOBILE (44-1245) © 


* 


EUGENE noms; ET AL: VIOLA GREGG LI Ui ET al- ¹⁰,jũM s 


CR-EL. OO MOBILE. ss 5 * 


1 1 . 
FOR INFORMATION OF BUREAU, FOLLOWING INFORMATION EXTRACTED 


FROM. MON TGO NERY ADVERTISER VO URNAL, MORNING EDITION, my 
MIR TEM, INSTANT. 
HEADLINE: ROWE “NOT AVAILABLE” FOR HAYNEVILLE TRAIL. 5 

BYLINE: REPORT SAYS FBI INFORMANT “FED ur aes 

THE TRAIL OF A SECOND KU KLUX KLANSMAN ACCUSED IW THE 
KILLING OF CIVIL RIGHTS WORKER, VIOLA LIuzo, WAS POS TPONED 
THURSDAY , REPORTEDLY BECAUSE THE FBI CANNOT LOCATE 118 STAR 
WIINESS, INFORMANT GARY THOMAS ‘ROWE. ATTORNEY GENERAL uc 
FLOWERS SAID JUDGE 7. WERTH THAGGARD. INFORMED. HIB : HE FIRST DEGREE 
MURDER TRAIL OF EUGENE. THOMAS WILL WoRBE ch CALLED NEXT WEEK IB 


HAYNEVILLE. FLOWERS SAID HE ms * HAT 998 570 ED 265 
THE CCHOBER TERM-OF COURT. 


E 18 5b HE, UNITED gas —— 15580 2, WY 
END PAGE Gh e 7 JC Sener ee . 5 
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PAGE TWO 
THURSDAY IT HAS BEEN INFORMED BY A FEDERAL OFFICAL THAT ROWE 
VIII NOT BE AVAILABLE FOR ANY FUTHER TESTIMONY IN THE LILZZO | 
CASE. UPI SAID IT WAS TOLD THAT ROWE HAS A SIGNED STATEMENT © 
FROM THE u. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE SAYING THAT ROVE WILL wor. oe 
BE ASKED TO TESTIFY mR. ce 11 
THE SWRY SAID ROWE HAS HAD A “BELLY FULL" OF THE CASE 


2 ee | : af | 
AND WANTS NO FURTHER PART OF 1T. : — 


BIRMINGHAN ATTORNEY ART HANES WHO Won OVER DEFENSE. OF whe 
THE THREE KLANSNEN AF TER KLAN ATTORNEY MATT MURPHY WAS KILLED” 4 
IN AN AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT, SAID THURSDAY THAT JUDGE Tua D — — f 
TOLD HIM THE TRAIL WAS POSTPONED BECAUSE THE FBI COULD wr LOCATE 
ROWE. THAGGARD CONFIRMED THIS STATEMENT. VVV 
LOWNDES COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY ARUTHUR GAMBLE, SAID 1 THAT 5 8 
THE FBI DID NOT ACTUALLY SAY ROWE CANNOT BE LOCATED. SAMBLE 3 a 
SAID HE CALLED THE FBI BEFORE THE TRAIL TO FIND OUT WHETHER a 
ROWE WOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR TESTIWONY. HE SAID THE 781 TOLD 
HIM ROWE HAD BEEN TURNED OVER. 10 THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT , a: 
THAT Fa FBI WOULD CONTACT THE J USTICE DEPARTMENT ‘ATTORNEYS 


AND AS! “THER w CONTACT GAIBLE. 
END PASE wo 


— °°." = : : -- 1 =* a — d * — @ : 
: * * — . - .s — 2 
; 8 : ee se * K „ 9. 1 . — . 220 * = — 2 
* * * Se 4 a 8 > * * PP a 4 pi bd 4 ° * * et Jf -* = 1 5 . * 
° 2 om * 8 e e ne shes 3s coe Ts ass 2” > 2 — rer o> ‘e -. es. * 
* J . 4 — * 2 . 1 mii -» * = e = — 


„ 1 — 
. — * a ö 8 . = cans mo, fee - = 1 =< 
See 2 27. as 7. 2 — —7 tt 


0 44-1245 
PAGE THREE 2 
ang LE SAID HE NEVER HEARD FROM THEM AND THAT HE HAD WO ae 
ALTERNATIVE BUT TO ASK THAT THE CASE BE POSTPONED. HE SAID 
HE COULD NOT CONDICT THE TRAIL WITHOUT “SHE STAR WITNESS Cg 
FLOWERS DENIED THE REPORT THAT ROWE COULD NOT BE FOUND. 
" THERE IS WO BASIS FOR sum A REPORT," HE SAID. “WE VILL BE . 
AVALLABLE_WHEN WE ARE READY TO TRY THE sur, FLOVERS TOLD 11. 8 
WITED PRESS a ED THE FEDERAL OFFICIALS SAYING “THEY (FBI). 


mo WHERE HE 18. HE JUST WON 'r COME BACK TO TESTIFY : HE'S” 


nab A BELLY FULL, mar s ALL. AS I UNDERSTAND 17, HE DID WOT . 5 
WANT To TESTIFY IN FEDERAL COURT, BUT THE JUSTICE DART ur. 
PERSUADED HIM TO. MM HE cot | A SIGNED STATEMENT THAT HE wou” 


>» 8 a 2 = 


NOTHAVE TO TESTIFY AGAIN.” E 2 . 

HAINES ALSO TOLD THE wi THAT ROWE DID NOT WANT TO TESTIFY * 
AGAIN. ° THE FBI HAD A HELL or A TIME GETTING HIM TO TESTIFY | 5 
IN MON WonRR Y, HE SAID. C 3 

THE ARTICLE CON TAINED OTHER BACKGRO UND INFORMATION ose: 
REGARDING SUBSTAN TIVE CASE NOT PERTINENT TO PRESENT PUBLICITY 


‘GIVEN ROWE AND IMPENDING STATE mai. 
END PAGE mur R 
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MO 44-1245 
PAGE FOUR 
REGARDING DISTRICT ATTORNEY ARTHUR GAMBLE 5 STATENENT ABOVE, 
BUREAU HAS BERN PREVIOUSLY ADVISED THAT ONLY CONTACT OF GAMBLE” 
WITH MOBILE OFFICE WAS GAMBLE’S TELEPHONE CALL 10 se bee 
erf TWENTY -IWO, LAST, IN WHICH GAMBLE INQUIRED == 


CONCERNING EVIDENCE IN CASE, TO WHICH SMD GAMBLE bre. 
TO THE DEPARTHENT. GAMBLE DID NOT DISCUSS GARY THOMAS ROVE um 


Sa. une NO COMMENTS REGARDING ROWE WERE MADE. 7 baw 
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Memorand mm 


1 - 
4 te 4 i - Ur. 
Yd ¥ i 2 Ar. 
* 1 * ir. 
: EUGENE TUCNAS, ET AL; 12 Sr. 
URS, VIOL! LIUZz ZO = Vicrin 1 - Mr. 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


| Ur. St. John Barrett, Civil Rights Division of the | 
Department advised on 5/10/66, "that the Department had received .. 
an inquiry from Associated Fress regarding a statement made by . Z 
Art Haynes, the attorney for the subjects in this case, who had 
allegedly stated that Eugene Thomas would never be brought to 
trial on the state murder charge in Sayneville, Aicbama, because. * 1 
the feder 1 Government would not make Gary Thomas ‘ffbve available ne 
as a witness, Barrett desired to know whether or not a request = 
had ever been received by the Bureau concerning waking Rowe 
available to the state for testimony. “ nt 


Collie Leroy Wilkins was tried by the state for the murder of 

WS. Huzzo and was acquitted. Subject William Orville €4ton 

who was not tried by the state is now deceased, Subject Eugene 
Thomas has never been tried on the state charges. The Government 
produced Rowe to testify before the state grand jury and in the 
two state trials involving the subject Wilkins. The Bureau has 
received no request to produce Rowe to testify at the state 4 ; 
trial of Eugene Thomas, A check was made with the Birmingham ry 
and Mobile Offices and they advised that no such request had been 
received by those offices. Mobile advised that the only contact 
they had received from state authorities with 8 to this 

matter was on 5/10/66. | 


) - It ds noted that of the three subjects in this enter. 7 


1 i 383": 12 3 * 


5 ole Alabama Attorney General Richmond Flowers on that 1 
aatelen1104 SA for the purpose of advising hin that 

in the future Circuit Solicitor Arthur Gamble would have absolutely 
nothing to do witb the case involving Eugene Thomas. He said 

that the state might bring Eugene Thomas to trial in the Fall 

of this yenr at which time they might want us to locate Rowe. 


He made no request and 82 did not comment on the matter one 
way or the other. : 


- Memorandun to T. DeLoach 
RE: SUGERL ee * Ae 


—— 


Ur. st. John Barrett on 5-11-66, was där of 
thej above information. He was specifically advised that 
the} FBI bad not received any request concerning making 
Rowe available to the state for testimony. Mr. Barrett 
was also advised that in the event such a request was 
received by the Bureau, it would be immediately — 


8 —— — AW OGD 


Lax _— Department. : K K now —— io . 


ACTION: 
or information. 


an 


- 


— — — — a; & — & 
— ow at — 9 cx 
rer, . — 


2. a) a coat 


’ . 
* — . —— — — 
. — i: i 
. a 
‘ 2 * 1 1 * en ~ — 
t * — * * * 
‘ * ° * 8 
* — * — — 
* 


— 


F e hai 


1 


960. 9 


DATE: May 12, 1066 


1- Mr. Rosen 

1- Mr. Malley .-. 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr. Hines 

1- Mr. 


= 


SUBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. 
M. VIOLA: LIUZZO - VICTIM 
f CIVIL RIGHTS 
: | ie : 
ae At 11:30 p. m., 5-12-66, SAC James McGovern, 
Birmingham, telephonically advised the Bureau that United Press 
International had contacted him at 9:15 p.m., Central Standard Time — 
(11:15 p. m., Eastern Daylight Time). The reason for calling was that kk = 
a story was circulating attributed to Art Haynes, attorney for the ü 
subjects, to the effect that the state trial of Eugene Thomas was 
called off because the FBI cannot find Gary Thomas Rowe, the 
informant. SAC McGovern replied to UPI's inquiry with "No cothment, * 2 
SAC McGovern also stated that UPI said a second story 
was Circulating attributed to a "reliable Federal official“ in Montgomery, 
Alabama, to the effect the FBI knows where Rowe is but that Rowe is 


reluctant to testify in view of the fact he has previously testified on the af 
same matter. ; 


SAC McGovern advised there has been no * made 
of the Birmingham Office nor has there been any request made of tze 
Mobile Ofſice regarding the whereabouts or availability of — The mas ae 
Rowe. e 1 f 4 7 
The Civil Rights Division of the Department advised on — 
5-10-66, that an Associated Press inquiry had been received „ 
the same information. 2 
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At 8:15 p.m., 5-12-66, Extra-Duty Supervisor 
talked with ASAC Edward 8. Miller at Mobile concerning the inform 
the Department received relative to Solicitor Arthur Gamble allegedly 
having inquiried of SA three or four months ago concerning. 
the availability of informant Rowe to testify at the state trial of Thomas. 


ASAC Miller advised that Gamble did not con ot relative 
to Rowe being made available to testify and in fact has not talked to E 
Gamble since September or October, 1965. ASAC er further advis se 
that Gamble has not discussed the subject with any Agents of the — 7 
_ Office regarding Rowe's availability. 


: N 
On 4-22-66, Gamble did telephonically contact SA 
at the Selma, Alabama, Resident Agency and said he was 
reparing his case for trial and inquired regarding evidence. He did 
not make any inquiries concerning Rowe. ah advised nn. r 
that any questions he had should be * to the * of - 
Justice. : a 


a o 
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ASAC Miller also advised he talked with SAC McGovern at 25 — 
Birmingham who stated Gamble has act contacted any Birmingham. “3 X Se 
Agents regarding Rowe's availability. | ae ay 1 
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For record purposes. ved 4. a MAY 165 


Br. John Dosr 
Tut amt Attorney General 
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This will confirm information furnished to = 
Mr. St. John Barrett of the Civil Rights Division on 
May 10, 1°36, in respouse to his inquiry concerning a | 
statemcnt allegedly mado by Art Hay nes, the attorney for =: 
Zucene Thonas, who reportedly state’ that Thomas would | 
never be brought to trial on the stato charge of murder — 
An connection with Mra. Viola Liuzzo's death, because : 
the Federal Government would not — . one Shonas Bove 
available asa witness. Zz 4 1 
. . a 4 ai . * 
— On May u. 1966, Ur. Barrett was advised That 
tho FD{ had not received any request to make Rowe available { 
to the rtate for testizony, and that in the event such a 
‘fequest vas received by the Bureau, it would be — 
ref orred to the Department. . 


2 ur. Barrett is attention was called to a panes We : 
made by Alabama Attorney General Richmond Flowers ati a 
Epecial Agent of 2% Office on May 10, S7 | , 


1956, woerein N. Hevers advised that in the future 

Circuit folicitor Arthur Gazble would have nothing to do | 

with the case involving Bvgene Thomas. VFlowers.said that rane 
the GSta*c of Alabama might bring Thoass to (rial in the * 2 
Fall of tus year, at which time they night want the FBI 

to locste Fowe. Ie made vo request and Special Agent ee ba 


cc * — 5 8 


did not cornent on the matter one way or the other. 


On May 12, 1966, ur. Barrett advised that the - 
“Department had received infcrmation indirectly to - | 
effect that Solicitor Arthur Gamble bad made „ ‘bo 
Special ent öh — Agent at Selma, alabama, — 
about three months ago concerning the availability of ane 
- Rowe .to testify at the state trial of Thomas. Er. Barrett 


— — - Fequestcd oe ho be wy age details of any * contact. 
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‘ In reoeponse to this request, 656034 W * 
statcr that Solicitor Ganble has not 1 — 
reintive t~ Rove being onde evnilable to testify. : 
otated further that be hes net talked to Gamble . 
September cr October, 1908. on April tal 1966, Solicitor yb 
Gamble did tolephonically contact bpec181 Agent e. 
3 relra, Alebang. ih anid that he was preparing 5 
6 ones r for trial and inguired regarding tobe 
evidence, fe not make any inquiries concerning Rowe. 15 
Special A- ont advised Folicitor Gamble that any bre: “he 55 
qucstionn he had should be directed to tho Departnent of 


Justice nid he did not — further concerning the 7 
matter. — 
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Focent statonen d bove appeared in the wait Se? ae 
press cor--craing the availatility of Gary mona Rove foe sek: 
testinony in the state trial of Fugese Thonas. Tou — * 3 


be acmurcd tict the FOI hac ede no coincnt te the ality. e 8 
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Reference is made to memorandum from Mr. Rosen to 0 
Mr. DeLoach dated May 13th, copy attached, in which it was recom- A= 
mended and approved that John Doar, Assistant Attorney General, CiwiI N 
Rights Divison, Department of Justice, be assured that the FBI had 8 
made no comment whatsoever to the press re the availability of Gary 
Thomas Rowe to testify in the forthcoming state murder trial ß 
Eugene Thomas. On this memorandum, the Director noted: O. K. but 
I don't Understand why we don't tell anyone contacting our Field repre- 


sentatives to contact the Dept.as we have — more to do in Federal 


Field in this case. H.“ ee: 


In accordance with the Director's instructions, we will 
continue to refer any inquiries we receive from the press concerning 
this matter to the — 
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RECOMMENDATION: ea a Ee 


None. For information 1 
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FROM A. Rosen | te ie 
5 Mr. 


SUNJECT EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL.; | 1 0 ool 
MRS, VIOLA LIUZZO - VICTIM : 


CIVIL RIGHTS 120 
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The United Press International in a release dated 
5-12-66 stated “FBI informer Gary Thomas Rowe will not aes 
testify again against three Ku Klux Klansmen in connection 
with the nightrider slaying of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo, The — 
release quoted a Federal official who refused to be 
identified as stating that Rowe “has had a belly full.“ 
“They (the FBI) know where he is, he just won't come back 
to testify." The release further quoted the Federal . 
official as stating that Rowe did not want to testify 4 
Federal Court in the Federal trial in December, 1965, which © 
resulted in conviction of the three subjects but the 
Justice Department pursuaded him to and he then got a 2 
signed statement that he would not have to testify again. 


„„ 
5 


As you were advised by my memorandus of 5-11-66, 
Mr. J John Barrett of the Civil. Rights Division on 5-10-66 
advised that Department had received an inquiry from 
Associated Press regarding a statement made by Art Haynes, 
the attorney for Eugene Thomas to the effect that Thomas | 
would never be brought to trial on a state murder charge 
because the Federal Government would not make Gary Thomas 
Rowe available as a witness. Barrett inquired as to thether 
„lor not a request to produce Rowe for testimony in a state 
trial had been received by the Bureau. 
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Barrett was advised on 5-11-66 after | a check pone 
our Mobile and Birmingham Offices that the FBI had not 
received any request to make Seve available to the State 
for testimony, oe 
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Barrett was advised Alabama 1 ii General nein af 
ee Flovers on 5-10-66 had contacted SA of the Mobile be 
~@Office for the purpose of advising him n the future . 3 
Circuit Solicitor Arthur Gamble would have nothing to do 
' with the care involving Eugene Thomas, He told@iggpthat — 
the state might bring Thomas to trial in the fall, at which ae 
time they might want the FBI to locate Rowe. Flowers made 
no request and SA did not comment on the matter one 
way or the other. arrett was advised that if any such | 
request was received by the Bureau it would . —— 
referred to the Departnent. a 


Subsequent to above on 6-12-86 Barrett advised that ee: 2 
the Department had received a rumor from the press that 
Solicitor Arthur Gamble had made inguiry of 8A , 
Resident Agent of Selma, Alabama, three or four months ago 2 
concerning the availability of Rowe to testify at the state 
trial of Thomas, Barrett desired to know if 2 was any 7 § 
merit to this rumor, .§ 

bre 


— a : 


SA has advised that Solicitor Gamble die not 
contact him ative to Rowe being made available to.testify . 
and Frye stated that he has not talked to Solicitor Gamble 
since September or October, 1965, which was prior to the 
Federal trial of Thomas and the other two subjects. — 


ASAC Edward 8. Miller of the Mobile Office on 
5-12-66 advised that Solicitor Gamble has not discussed 
the subject of availability of Rowe with any Agents of 


the Mobile Office. He said that on 4-22-66 Gamble 4 
telephonically contacted 8A t "Bein, b7U. 22. 
Alabama, and said that he was preparing the Thomas case ger? 


for trial and inquired regarding evidence. He did not 

make any inquiry concerning Rowe. 8A advised 5 
Gamble that any questions be had should be directed ta 

the Department of Justice and made no further comment; 

shis information was furnished to Mr. Barrett on 5-13-66, 


On the night of 5-12-66 SAC McGovern of the 
Birmingham Office advised that United Press International 
had contactod him at 9:15 p. n. and advised him that a story _. 
was circulating attributod to Art Haynes, attorney for | 
Thomas to the effect that the state trial of Thomas was 
callod off bocause the FBI cannot find Gary Thomas Rowe. 
SAC McGovern answered the United Press W 
inquiry-with thes enone." 
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As indicated above the Department has been 


receiving inquiries from the press and it is true that 
Rowe did not want to testify in the Federal trial of the 
three subjects in Hayneville, Alabama, in late Novenber, 


1965. 
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ACTION: : 
aes Attached for approval is a letter to John boar, 


Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, . 
the information furnished to Ur. Barrett, and assuring hin 
that the FBI has made no comment whatever to the press i 
relative to the availability of Rowe for testimony. 


„ 
. 


„ „% „„ %% 


5 8 70 — 
2 . 2 *"e ew oD aim cute — 0 
- . — . ~- 0 — * 
— * e * 5 - „ e 
= 3 sg "a.- 
2 W. * iin 3 
. — Mi 


ce . 


. * Code of * 


ae 
5 


* ho OS Bo Bee tore 1 . a 2 - 
| ; 
; ; 


. r ue. 
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Liuzzo Trial 
- MONTGOMERY, Ala 
„ The murder trial of Ku Kiuz 

Kiansman Eugene Thomas 
ak Va, se oe 
so Wola Lund 

deen delayed until the ＋ 

„derm at the request of a 
j State's ottorney. 

District Attorney Arthur 
E. Gamble eald he asked for 
‘fhe delsy deecause he hed 

b heard nothing from the Jus- 

Rice Department when he 
. esked whether the chief 
witness, FBI informer Gary 

Thomas Rowe, would be on . 

/ hand to testify when the. 

„ @rial began Monday. There. 
| had been reports that Rowe | 
1 dd not want to testify. 4 


4 The Justice Department | 5 | 
tn Washington said Rowe — . eo 


„. 20-°4 ef “06 9 


* 
a 
10 


5 


5 


„8 0 20 P Boe . 8 


; would have deen available 


OO. © 90D *|¥Y QHoP Hr spam. ge 


* 


: 4829. 1 ‘tern it eo w2¢- 8 be | : | . 
ee a The Weshingtoa Peet end 4.2 


& Times Nersle 3 
* 9 . Dei 6 
The Evening err 1 

New York Hereld res 
New York Journel-Americen sn 
New York Det News 
New Vert Post — 
Tae New York Times 
The Seltimore Sen —.. 
The Worker 
The New Leeder 
The Wel! Street „ 
The Netione! Oheerver — 

.° Peepte’s World 


— ch 2 
— U — 
Peis e — 


„ 5 


* FBI (44-20601) ĩ n: 6/23/66 >. . 


Aae. HEV ORLEANS (157-3954) (P) 


= 


EUGENE THOMAS, ETAL; 
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, Aka., 
ET AL - VICTINS 

CR; EL 


Re New Orleans letter to Bureau, 4/21/66. 


On 5/18/66, Mr. RICHARD WINDHORST, Deputy Clerk, 
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, New Orleans, das re a 
that the printed record was filed 5/3/66. 5 n 


Will advise the Bureau and Hpbi ie of decision 
in this matter. 5 ee 1 i. 
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. The United Press International in a release Uated 
5-12-66 stated "FBI informer Gary Thomas Rowe will not 7 
testify again against three Ku Klux Klansmen in connection 

: witb the nightrider slaying of Mrs, Viola Liuzzo. ~The = 
release quoted a Federal official who refused to be 7 
identified as stating that Rowe “has had a belly full," 

"They (the FBI) know where he is, he just won't come. back 
to testify. The release further quoted the Federal 
official as stating that Rowe did not want to testify . 
Federal Court in the Federal trial in December, 1965, © 17 a 
resultéd.-in conviction of the three subjects but the 
Justice Department pursuaded him to and he then got af —. 2 . 
* statement that he would not have to testify again, a 

As you were advised by my memorandum of 5-11-66, . 

ur. John Barrett of the Civil Rights Division on 5-10-66 

advised that Department had received an inquiry from 8 

Associated Press regarding a statement made by Art Haynes, 

the attorney for Eugene Thomas to the effect that Thomas 

would never be brought to trial on a state murder charge 
because the Federal Government would hot make Gary Thomas 

Rowe available as a witness. Barrett inquired as.to @hether | 

jor not a request to produce Rowe for testimony * 4 state : 

trial had been received by the Bureau. 


Barrett was advised on 5-11-66 after a bheck with oe 
our Bobile and Birmingham Offices that the FBI had not 2 


received any request to make Rowe available to the State. 
for testimony. | ; 
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Memorandum to Mr, DeLoach 
RE: _— THOMAS 


Barrett was advised Alabama Attorne 1 Meisen ie os 
Flowers on 5-10-66 had contacted R the Mobile * 
Office for the purpose of advising him tha the future 5 
Circuit Solicitor Arthur Gamble would have nothing to do 

with the case involving Eugene Thomas, He told that bac 
the state might bring Thomas to trial in the fal, at which 

time they might want the FBI to locate Rowe. Flowers made 4 

no request and SA did not comment on the matter one 572 
way or the other. arrett was advised that if any such 

request was received by the Bureau it would be — oe. 

referred to the Department. 


subsequent to above on 5-12-66 barrett advised that 
the Department had received a rumor from the press that 
Solicitor Arthur Gamble had made inquiry of BA * 
Resident Agent of Selma, Alabama, three or four months ago 
concerning the availability of Rowe to testify at the = | 


trial of Thomas, Barrett desired to know ag there: was Say. 
merit 80 this rumor, . 


SA has advised that Solicitor Gamble did not 8 
contact him relative to Rowe being made available tos test if: 
fand stated that he has not talked to Solicitor Gamble =~ 


since September or October, 1965, which was prior to be 
Federal trial of Thomas and the other two subjects. as 


ASAC Edward 8, Miller of the Mobile Office on 
5-12-66 advised that Bolicitor Gamble has not discussed 
the subject of availability of Rowe with any Agents of 
the Mobile Office. He said that on 4-22-66 Gamble | 
telephonically contacted 8A at “Selma, v7. io 
Alabana, and said that he was preparing the Thomas case A* Mie 
for trial and inguired regarding eviden He did not 
make any inquiry concerning Rowe. 8A advised bac 
Gamble that any questions be had should be directed te 
the Department of Justice and made no further comment! : 
This iatoreetion was furnished to Mr. Barrett: on * 
on the night of 8-12-66 SAC n of tis | 
| Birmingbam Office advised that United Press International | 
had contacted bin at 9:15 b. u. and advised him that a story. 
iwas circulating attributed to Art Haynes, attorney for 
iTbomns to the effect that the state tri ini of Thomas was 3 
called off because the FBI cannot find Gary Thomas Bowe. © reg 2 
SAC Mcdovern answered the United Press Saterantional |: ail 
n with “no nn.“ . V 
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Memorandum to itr. DeLoach 
RE: SUGENE THOMAS. 
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As indicated above the Departuent ies 800 
receiving inquiries from the press and it is true that 
Rowe did not want to testify in the Federal trial of the 


* subjects in Hayneville, Alabama, in late November, 


Attached for ‘approval is a letter to John Beer, a ie 
Assistant Attorney ols | Civil Rights Division, confirming . 


the information furnished to Ur. Barrett, and assuring him 
that the TUI has made no comment whatever to the press 
relative to the availability of Rowe rer — 
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MONTGONERY, Ale 
The murder tal of Ku Klux 
Klansman Eugene Thoms 
in the elaying of civil 123 
‘worker Viola Liurso 
been delayed until the ＋ 
| tem at the request of a 
| gutes attormmey... *: ' ‘° 

District Attorney Arthur 
} ‘-E. Gamble eaid he esked 

the delay becausé he ha 

_ reard nothing from the Jus- 

ce Department when he. 

esked whether the chief 
Qwitness, FBI informer Gary 

Tomas Rowe, would be en 
: hand to testify when the 

. @ial began Monday. There 

. fad been reports that Rowe - 

did not want ¢o ¢estify. 3 


25 | ‘The Justice Department 


in Washington said Rowe 5 
would a eee ape er 7 „„ 
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TO: fF'co, BIRWINGHAN AND MOBILE 
FROM: PINCUCTOR, FBI a 
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r THOMAS, Er M. 1 MRS, VIOLA Lruzz0 - vrcgte es: 2 mea, ** 
of . of $353: 
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REMIDILETEL FIVE TUIRTERN LAST. 
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TUE EVNEAU'S OBLIGATIONS AND SESPONSIDILITIES AS AN ZS 
INVESTICATIVE AGENCY WERE FULFILLED vron Of or Y 
GUCCESEINL TrbrnAL PROSECUTION IN THIS MATTER AND THE : 
FEI MAB rn MORE TO DO IN THE FEDERAL FIELD in cure ela 


* 


CASE, 17 curr SAT ALL nennt OF YOUR GFFICES WHO . 2 35 : 
ARE CONT*CTED CONCERNING THE AVAILABILITY OF Krim It 
OR WITNETSES OR ‘FOR ANY OTHER REASON CONCERNING mi ¢ m 
ADVISE TW: PERSON Aer THEM BPLCIFICALLY TQ COMPACT agi 
gon: Dorn, Crvit. RIGUTS DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF SUBTICE ots 
AND MAKE 10 FURTHRK COMMENT, . eek: 2 

v8 Tim BUREAU PROMPILY OF dm RECRLPE OF ur. 


CONTACTS im “YOUR RESPECTIVE n CONCERNING mg CASE 


OFFICE WAS TOLD." 2° UES, 


Let A 
Ur A BAN FR nerbco. | 


4 
. Ah f 71 * 
sexy” (4) N 
——NOTE : ae structions ‘ties 8 to jer ei involved ms 
? — ing of thie base and of informant Rowe pursuant to instructionF , 


— i ed See — to DeLoach dated 6-13-66, . 
| —...... . ine et 5 — ‘ 


one | 1 Mr. Dla ° 


6-27, 1966 
Ir. — „ 


5 Mr. J. E. Hoover, a | | 5 — 
: So 8 Mies M. In. 
Hon. Sir: I note in your explanation of your duties, * Gandy.._.. 
in Human Events, you did not say why one of your .. 1 re 
Agents rode along with the man who is accused of i 
shooting Mrs. Luigi last year, and did nothing to 5 
prevent her slaying. In other words, your agent was ae ay 4 

there aiding and abetting her murder, for the purpose 

of getting evidence“ for your files. Ifthatisn'tthe - ,|°.... 
isneakenest way to * the knowledge you un.. 1 am a * „ 


PPP KK „ 


80° — — 2— 2 — 9 — — 
— 2.4. —— 1 


God knows he could have prevented her bee of life 

had he not been a sneak with power of the law behind him, 

And your office. This Johnson Mess, is the blackest . * 
page in our history. Every one Connected, even blacker * 5 
than these Communist Negroes you are so prone to push ; , 7 * * shi 
down the throats of those who are gagged by that So Called _ A gh ie ai 
Rights law. And all for cheap, dirty, Politics to Elect 8 
Even — and dirtier creatures bad nder shame. 5 
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RURJECT: 


By letter dated June 27th to the Director, captioned 
individual accuses this Bureau of aiding and abetting in the murder 
of Mrs. Luigi in as much as one of our — was present when 
she was shot and did nothing to prevent u. 


The general tenor of his letter indicates that he is ones 
a racist and against the present administration, His communication 
is generally intemperate and irrational and does not warrant a 
response. Accordingly, captioned individual's communication ae 
will-not be acknowledged. = 


. RECOMMENDATION: 


» 


That captioned individual's letter not be acknowledged. 


1 
N 
N 
J 


1 - Mr. Wick - Enclosure 


Ly 


4 
„ 
| 


Drehs 
17 (3) 


Se „ r 
* 
a 


— — tn: Ot, — - 
* 


e — * 2 nal 
. em, Sea — = — — 3 Dy 8 52 * 
i f N N parse — 8 5 i. 
e eo vty .- - . a 1 * 7 2 ne 8 ad * 7 * 0 “i 5 ° 

ne xa VFC . me —.— phe S. 
0 : . E „ . 
. +e _ e oe ee. * ae 42 — * 92 er —— * sae owe ud 7 . at 
: ig 8 : hg ‘ — rae 7 N N 


b es Sy ee ee ee at ee . 


„ ˙— — Err 
9 


= it Ge 


57 10 4 3 e- = eee 5 
iss" =. demon N 


pm cron, FBI (4420501) 


— 


P | 
Pia we: co 8 
. 


2 9. 
a) * 


J BAC, NEW ORLEANS (187-3954) (r) 


A 


“EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; 
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, aka., 
et al - — 

CR: EL 


Re Hew Orleans letter to Bureau,’ 8 6/23/66." 


On 6/21/66, Mr. RICHARD WINDHORST, Fifth circuit? ) 
„Court of Appeals, new Orleans, La., made available 2 A 
copies of Brief for Appellanta, Number 23289 filed ° <=: = 
6/20/66, 1 880 of which is enclosed for the Bureau and. 
Mobile. 
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Will advise the Bureau and Mobile of decision 10 é 
_this matter. ee 
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COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, IR., and 
EUGENE THOMAS, 


Appellants 
versus 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
Appellee 


APPEALS FROM THE UNITED STATES 
DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF ALABAMA 


3 BRIEF FOR APPELLANTS — 
_—————— 
| ; ä Attorneys for Appellants: 
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— Jun 20 66 Birmingham, Alabama — 2 
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SPECIFICATION OF "ERRORS ee mine 
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The court erred 


denying appellants’ motion to - 


dismiss the —— (A. 15 
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(R. 404, et seq.). 
F. Testimony as to telephone booth (R. 413). 
i 


. 

A. U. B. Exh ibn 36. 37, 38 and 41 (R. 756; 708). 
4. The court erred in denying 1 motion as 
for judgment of acquittal (R. 823 
5. The court erred in allowing a United States to 
close the argument to the jury, even without objec- 
tion (R. 934-942). 


6. The court erred in charging the jury, even at the 
request of defendants, concerning their failure to 
testify (R. 96-97). 

7. The court erred in ita supplemental charge in that 


tit was coercive and did define incorrectly a Sec. 241 


conspiracy (R. 114-117). 

8. The court erred in entering a judgment of guilty 
against appellants in that said judgment was contrary 
to the — of the evidence and was not supported 
hy substantial evidence (CLW, R. 72; ET, R. 73). 


-ae0G - MENT 


, “oint I. 

An indictment under 18 USC Sec. 241 is fatally de- 
fective where the right alleged to have been con- 
spired against is not one secured by the Constitution 


or laws of the United Staten 43 


Point II. 
Where the means alleged in an indictment for con- 
enlarge the statutory definition of conspiracy 


spiracy 
in Sec. 241 the indictment is fatally defective. ....... * 


Point III. 
Failure to exercise a sound judicial discretion in 
denying a motion for a bill of particulars requires 


a reversal of a convictiooůnn . 47 


Admission of testimony and evidence over objection, 
which testimony and evidence is —s to a sub-, 


t V. 
of allowing the prosecution to close the 
the jury violates the due process clause 
of. Amendment V, U. S. Constitution, even without 


Point VL 

The failure of a court in a conspiracy trial under 18 

USC Sec. 241 to charge the ju — st defendants must 

act with a specific intent to interfere with the federal 
ght in question, which specitic intent must be proved 
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stantial right of a defendant, is error. * 49 
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by the prosecution, is reversible error, as in violation 
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Point VII. 
For a court to instruct a jury, cme Goel 
a defendant, that his 2 to does not create 
any presumption against him is talerrorin — 
vidlation of Amendment V. U. ri Constitution. ...... 60 
Point VIII. 
A supplemental charge to a jury in a criminal case 
' which is coercive demands a reversal of a verdict and 
judgment of conviction. ..........cccecesseees Sips 63 
Point IX. ä 
: The evidence, taken in the light most favorable to the 
prosecution, manifests it was not sufficient to support 
a verdict and judgment of conviction and that the 
verdict and judgment was against the great — 
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UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS 
FOR THE FIFTH CIRCUIT 


ney , Bb 


a 


COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, IR., and 
EUGENE THOMAS, 
Appellants 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
| Appellee 


STATEMENT OF THE CASE - 


In Criminal Case No. 11,736-N, United States Dis- 
trict Court, Middle District of Alabama, a true bill 
against appellants, Collie Leroy Wilkins, Jr.“ and =: 
Eugene Thomas, and also William Orville Eaton,“ 
was filed on April 6, 1965 (R. 2-4). : 


Such indictment charged a in violation 
of Title 18, Section 241, United States Code, “to in- 
jure, oppress, threaten and intimidate citizens of the 
United States in the vicinity of Selma and Montgom- 
ery, Alabama in the free exercise and enjoyment of 
certain rights and privileges secured to them by the 
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eln this brief, in matters pertaining to en | 
) En rere ET, R. 


(1) William = Eaton also appealed his conviction, but 

- gubsequent to docketing~thtr-cause he died; and upon 
notification — such fact, this Court did, on March 17, 
1966, dismiss the ee 
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Constitition and laws of the United States, and be- 
cause of their having exercised such rights.” (R. 2) 


One specific right of these unnamed citizens alleged 
to have been abridged in said manner by indictees was, 
among others: The right to participate in a protest 
march pursuant to a plan approved by the United 
ye District Court, Middle District of Alabama 
(R. 3). N 


Appellants were arrested on April 7, 1965, and each 
released on bond of $50,000 (CLW, R. 5-6; ET, R. 
6-7). They were arraigned by the Court on Novem- 
ber 5, 1965, and each pleaded “Not Guilty“ (R. 7-10). 


X motion to dismiss the indictment was filed on No- 
“er 19, 1965 (R. 15-16), after proceedings about 
. notion were held on the preceding day (R. 18-37). 
. e ult. mate basis for such motion was that the in- 
daietment did not state facts sufficient to constitute an 
offense against the United States (R. 16). The Court 
overruled the motion to dismiss informally (R. 37); 
later a formal order was entered (R. 16-17). Appel- 
lants contend this was error. 


A motion for a bill of particulars was also filed on 
November 19, 1965 (R. 10-15), after proceedings 
about said motion were held on the preceding day (R. 
38-47). The basic thrust of this motion was to obtain 
from the United States the name and address of any 
person defendants were alleged to have conspired to 
injure, oppress, threaten and intimidate as laid in the 
indi nt (R. 10-14). In a colloquy between the Court 
and counsel-fer-the United States (R. 38-41; 46-47) 
the following statements are of particular interest: 


Mr. Doar: “We contend that the defendants con- 
spired to injure members of a class of people; the 
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le are those persons that were engaged in the 
— from Selma to Montgomery, and those 
sons are identified; we can't. claim any indi ua 
' person.“ (R. 39) 1 


Mr. Doar: It on our claim they were engaged in 
° the conspiracy to harass that class of persons; it 
wasn't against any particular samt they didn’t 
— their conspiracy was not directed against a 
particular person.” (R. 40) 


The Court: “All right. So there won’t be any mis- 
understanding, if I understand your case, it is 
that the conspiracy wasn’t directed to harass and 
intimidate and threaten, oppress any particular 
— but the effect of it may have been.” (R. 


Mr. Doar: “That’s right.” (R. 41) 


The Court overruled the motion of defendants for 
a bill of particulars (R. 17). Appellants assert this 
was manifest error. 


Prior to the commencement of the trial on Novem- 
ber 29, 1965, before the Honorable Frank M. Johnson, 
Jr., Judge, and a jury at Montgomery, Alabama, cer- 
tain proceedings were held in chambers, of which the 
following is deemed significant: The Court, at R. 139. 
140, indicated the United States had approached him 
about certain matters concerning a Mrs. Luizzo, her 
murder on the Selma-Montgomery highway being a 
matter of common knowledge. It was strong by im- 
plication here the immediately forthcoming trial would 
in effect evolve around this specific occurrence (R. 
141), and counsel for defendants appropriately noted 
that on argument to dismissthe-indictment and for a 
bill of particulars he was led to understand the alleged 
activities of defendants were directed against 4 class 
! and not any individual (R. '140). 3 


3 


ee eee ee — 5 
** W 3 


A* ty’ 


— —˙ ope LI 4 — wee MI, Te 
r S aati eat beet * esters °° REE 


wr * 


* — „ 2 
4 Constitution and laws of the United States, and be- 
cause of their having exercised such rights.” (R. 2) 


: 7 One specific right of these unnamed citizens alleged 
| to have been abridged in said manner by indictees was, 
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among others: The right to participate in a protest 
march pursuant to a plan approved by the United 
States District Court, Middle Distriet of Alabama 
(R. 3). * 


a | | Appellants were arrested on April 7, 1965, and each 
released on bond of $50,000 (CLW, R. 5-6; ET, R. 

6-7). They were arraigned by the Court on Novem- 
ber 5, 1965, and each pleaded “Not Guilty” (R. 7-10). 


X motion to dismiss the indictment was filed on No- 
er 19, 1965 (R. 15-16), after proceedings about 
. notion were held on the preceding day (R. 18-37). 
. ult:mate basis for such motion was that the in- 
caictment did not state facts sufficient to constitute an 
offense against the United States (R. 16). The Court 
overruled the motion to dismiss informally (R. 37); 
later a formal order was entered (R. 16-17). Appel- 
lants contend this was error. 


A motion for a bill of particulars was also filed on 
November 19, 1965 (R. 10-15), after proceedings 
about said motion were held on the preceding day (R. 
38-47). The basic thrust of this motion was to obtain > 
from the United States the name and address of any 
person defendants were alleged to have conspired to 
injure, oppress, threaten and intimidate as laid in the 
indi t (R. 10-14). In a colloquy between the Court 
and counsel-fer-the United States (R. 38-41; 46-47) 
the following statements are of particular interest: 


Mr. Doar: “We contend that the defendants con- | 
spired to injure members of a class of people; the 
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people are those persons that were engaged in the 

march from Selma to Montgomery, and those per- 

sons are identified; we don’t claim any individual 
person. °* # 
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Mr. Doar: “It is our claim they were engaged in 


the conspiracy to harass that class of persons: it 
wasn’t against any particular person; they didn’t 
— their conspiracy was not directed against a 
particular person.” (R. 40) 


The Court: “All right. So there won’t be any mis- 
understanding, if I understand your case, it is 
that the conspiracy wasn’t directed to harass and 
intimidate and threaten, oppress any particular 
rT) but the effect of it may have been.” (R. 


é 
Mr. Doar: “That’s right.” (R. 41) 
The Court overruled the motion of defendants for 


a bill of particulars (R. 17). Appellants assert this 
was manifest error. : 


Prior to the commencement of the trial on Novem- 
ber 29, 1965, before the Honorable Frank M. Johnson, 
Jr., Judge, and a jury at Montgomery, Alabama, cer- 


tain proceedings were held in chambers, of which the 


following is deemed significant: The Court, at R. 139- 
140, indicated the United States had approached him 
about certain matters concerning a Mrs. Luizzo, her 
murder on the Selma-Montgomery highway being a 
matter of common knowledge. It was strong by im- 


plication here the immediately forthcoming trial would 


in effect evolve around this specific occurrence (R. 
141), and counsel for defendants appropriately noted 
that on argument to dismiss the indictment and for a 
bill of particulars he was led to understand the alleged 
activities of defendants were directed against q class 
and not any individual (R. 140). ‘ 


, 2 j 6 
reren sear b 

PPR Soe ts ET EG 
— 4 K “ee: „, 8 g 5 a ah 7 * 

is ane An a J > stueall 


te 


. 4 
a „ . : 
eo 
The evidence adduced at the trial is of importance q 
: to the position of these appellants. To assist the Court : 
: and to substantiate the position of appellants that the 
United States failed to sustain its burden a concise 
narrative statement of the relevant and significant 
: testimony and other evidence is presented.” A motion 
as as for a judgment of acquittal was denied (R. 823). 
| 
| 


The Honorable John Doar for the United, States 
opened (R. 189-193), and it was clear the damning 
point to be proved against defendants was the murder 
of a Mrs. Luizzo. Counsel for defendants relied on 
pleas of “Not Guilty” (R. 193). 


U. S. Exhibit 1 was a certified copy of the order of 
tke T'nited States District Court, Middle District of 
a. of March 17, 1965, which concerned a pro- 
an of march of certain people from Selma to 
Aontzome y, Alabama (R. 194). U. S. Exhibit 2 was 
a Wc. citied copy of the order of this Court dated March 
19, 1965, which declined to stay the proposed. plan of 
march (R. 195). 


L. B. SULLIVAN testified he was Commissioner 
of Public Affairs of Montgomery, Alabama (R. 196). 
He knew of a march of certain Negro and white citi- 
zens from Selma to Montgomery in March, 1965, pur- 
suant to an order of theUnited States District Court 
(R. 196-197). Witness had a request for a parade per- 
mit dated March 20, 1965, from Fred Vann on behalf ae 
of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of America, Inc. 
(R. 199). Witness stated he had authority to issue pa- 
rade permits for the Commission (R. 201). U. S. Ex- 


(2) The procé@anige’ nent the selection of a jury (R. 149- 
187) and other matters have been included in the record 
on appeal not for the purpose of unduly extending it, but 
solely for the purpose of allowing this Court, if it so sees 
fit, to savor the flavor of the entire trial below. 
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hibit 8 was the parade permit request of March 20, 
1965 (R. 203), and U. S. Exhibit 4 was the approval 
af such request dated March 21, 1965 (R. 204). Over 

objection (R. 208), Exhibits 3 and 4 were admitted 

into evidence (R. 209). 


The parade was to take place on March 21, 1965, 
“to protest order issued by Federal Court allowing a 
five day demonstration march from Selma, Alabama, 
to Montgomery, Alabama.” (R. 209) The colloquy be- 
tween the Court and Mr. Doar emphatically showed | 
Exhibits 3 and 4 were admitted for a limited purpose 
and not one extending to any rights exercised by de- 
fendants (R. 210). 3 ä 


There was another parade in Montgomery after the 
one of March 21, 1965, the Selma to Montgomery af - 
fair (R. 214). This parade proceeded from the St. 
Jude area along its court-outlined route to the Capi- 
tol, and included several thousand persons who re- 
mained in front of the Capitol for three to four hours 
(R. 215). 


On cross examination by Mr. Hanes, Sullivan testi- 
fied there were no incidents during the Klan parade 
of March 21, 1965 (R. 215); no trouble was caused; 
the parade proceeded quietly (R. 216). 


The crowd on March 25, 1965—the Selma to Mont- 
gomery march — was estimated between 20 and 30 
thousand — 216). The march was walking one 
composed of males and females, white and colored. 
Sullivan concluded his testimony by stating on redirect 
examination the march of e, 1965, was or- 
derly (R. 218). 


. WILLIAM RAYNES JONES stated he lived in 
Montgomery, and was Chief of the Investigative and 
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~ ““Edentification Division, Department of Public Safety, 


during March, 1965 (R. 219-220). He received in his 
official capacity information there was to be a parade 
by the United Knights of the Ku Klux Klan on March 
21, 1965 (R. 220-221). Four men were detailed, 2 to 


. participate in and 2 to observe this parade (R. 221- 


222 
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PAUL JAMES DUMAS testified he lived in Mont- 
gomery, and for 5 years had been with the police de- 
partment (R. 224). He was on duty on March 21, 
1965, and attended the motorcade and rally at Cram- 
ton Bowl, and had Sergeant Farr in the car with him 
(R. 225). Sergeant Farr obtained photographs and 
both took automobile license numbers (R. 226). U. S. 
“xhibits 13 through 18 were marked for identifica- 

en (R. 227-228), and generally they purported to 

vresent scenes at Cramton Bowl on March 21st (R. 
222 . U. S. Exhibit 6, consisting of 3 photographs, 
was marked for identification (R. 234). Witness testi- 
fied they were pictures of the rally at Cramton Bowl 
(R. 235). 


Dumas on cross examination testified he did not take 
uny photographs personally; he saw someone from his 
department take photographs; he recognized the photo- 
graphs shown to him previously (R. 240-241). 


On the occasion of the meeting on the 21st at the 
field, there was no commotion; there were no public 
affrays; and witness did not hear any threats _— 
(R. 242). 


WALTER RAY BUTTS informed the Court and 


Jury he.lived.in Montgomery and was news director 


of WCOV radio and television and held such position 
on March 21, 1965 (R. 246-247). Butts took pictures 
on the 21st of a Klan motorcade in Montgomery. U. S. 
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Exhibit 10, consisting of 8 photographs, and U. S. Ex- 
hibit 11, consisting of 2 photographs, were marked for 


identification (R. 247). As to U. S. Exhibit 10, the 
‘pictures were described as accurate portrayals ef a 
close up and the side of an automobile; they v-ere 
taken on Dexter Avenue, just below the Judicial Bi ſid- 
ing (R. 248-249). U.S. Exhibit 11 consisted of 2 more | 
pictures of cars in the motorcade (R. 249). | 


ROBERT C. ROTON identified himself as a resi- 
dent of Montgomery employed as Supervisor of Motor 
Vehicle Division, State Department of Revenue (R. 
250). Roton had with him 2 registration receipts of 
vehicles (R. 250-251). These were marked for identi- 
fication U. S. Exhibits 7 and 8 (R. 251-252). Wit- 
ness described the general contents of the documents, 
including, inter alia, tag number and name and ad- 
dress of licensee (R. 253). 


HAROLD R. CHARRON, IR., testified he was a 

special agent with FBI, stationed in Washington, 
D. C.; was engaged on his official duties in Montgom- 
ery, Alabama, on ‘March 21, 1965; was observing a 
motorcade at a parking lot across from Cramton Bowl. 
U. S. Exhibits 13 through 18, a series of photographs, 
were displayed to witness (R. 257) and he identified 
them as enlargements of pictures he had taken on the 
day in question (R. 258). 


On cross examination, witness stated his primary 
„assignment that day was to tale photographs of the 
crowd, etc. (R. 259-260), but he did note some license 
numbers. Witness stated he did not hear anybody on 
that occasion threaten to injuse, oppress, or intimidate 
anyone and he was there from almost the beginning to 

the end of the gathering ( R. 260). 


! 
| STEPHEN J. FEARON — himself as a 
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: special agent of FBI, and he was on official duties on 
* March 21, 1965, in Montgomery (R. 262). Witness 
„ stated he was to observe the motorcade; he took down 
some license numbers of cars; he was driving a car 
‘ in the vicinity of Cramton Bowl; he would call out tag 
. numbers as he observed them, and another agent in the 
. ear, Beverstein, would write them down; and also he, 
| Beverstein, would write down ones he observed. Wit- 
| ness was engaged in this about 114 hours (R. 263). 


On cross exemination, witness stated he went to the 
field shortly a:ter noon, about 12:30 P. M., and cars 
had begun to gather (R. 265). After about an hour, 
there were over 100 cars and about 200 to 250 people 
(R. 265-266). 


yrocedure for listing automobile tag numbers, 
5 ‘ght out on direct examination, was reiterated 
(E. 266-37); but witness stated he did not know 
wnetner the numbers he called out were written on the 
sheet or not. Witness was at the meeting more or less 
from beginning to end and he did not hear anyone 
threaten to injure, oppress, intimidate or hurt any- 
body (R. 267). 


JACK T. BEVERSTEIN stated he was a special 
agent for FBI; was on duty on March 21, 1965, in 
Montgomery, observing a Klan parade (R. 268-269). 
His special duty was to record license numbers, some 
of which numbers he observed himself and some of 
which were called to him by the preceding witness, 
Agent Fearon (R. 269-270). U. S. Exhibit 5 was | 
shown to witness and identified as his report of motor 
vehicle license.numbers, dictated from his original 
notes (R. 270). 


On cross examination, witness stated he heard no 
speakers on the occasion of the rally of March 21, 
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1966; he heard only of a parade permit for that date; 
he came to the field a few minutes after 12:00 noon; 
the parade left about 2:60 P. M.; he followed and ob- 
served the parade in Montgomery until it disbanded; 
the parade lasted about 25 minutes (R. 272-273). 
While Beverstein was with the Klan group, he did not 
hear anyone singly or conspiring with others to threat- 
en, injure, oppress or intimidate anybody (R. 274). 


NEIL P. SHANAHAN stated he was a special — 
agent of FBI (R. 276-277). | 


Witness stated he had known a man named Tommy 
Rowe for about 114, years. The acquaintance was an 
official one, inasmuch as Rowé was furnishing infor- 
mation to FBI, and Shanahan had, since September 1, 
1964, been assigned to control his activities and re- 
ceive the information. Rowe had been working with 
FBI since 1960 (R. 280), and Rowe gave information 
by personal contact, telephone conversations, and writ- 
ten information mailed in (R. 281). Rowe worked 
with FBI through March 25, 1965 (R. 282). On this 
date, in the morning, Shanahan was in communication 
with Rowe who had information for him, which infor- 
mation was almost immediately sent by teletype to 
Montgomery, Mobile and Selma (R. 282-283). U 
Exhibit 9, consisting of 3 teletyped documents, was 
identified by witness (R. 283), the time sent being 
9:27 A. M., on March 25, 1965 (R. 284). , 


Later that ‘same day, Rowe called Shanahan again, 
and communication was established about 11:20 P. M. 
Shanahan met Rowe personally in the parking lot fg 
West End Baptist Hospital in Birmingham, Alabama, 
and had a conversation with him. Rowe gave Shana- 
han a gun. The conversation lasted from about 12:30 
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A. M., to about 2:00 A. M., the morning of March 26, 0 
1965 (R. 285). 


On cross examination, Mr. Hanes directed his ques- 
tions ta witness to develop the exact association of 
Tommy Rowe with FBI. Rowe had reported to Agent 


Blake prior to September 1, 1964, when Rowe began . 
reporting to witness. Rowe was not a special agent of 
FBI; he was not a special employee, nor was he a regu- . 


lar employee. Rowe was an informant (R. 287). He 
was paid on the basis of information delivered; his 
product was selling information. Witness stated Rowe 
was paid for services rendered; he always had some- 
thing to sell (R. 288). Shanahan stated he had had 
other informants (R. 289). Shanahan presumed he 
received false information; could not recall any 
‘fic instances; but did state he had received infor- 
on he could not corroborate one way or the other 
. 


On the morning of March 25, Shanahan received 
word Rowe wanted to talk with him; Rowe stated to 
Shanahan he had been asked to go to Montgomery by 
Gene Thomas; this was shortly before 8:00 A. M. (R. 
290-291). The delay of about 1 hour and 27 minutes 
from the time the information was received until the 
information about the car was placed on the teletype 
was explained by Shanahan to have been occasioned 
because he was at home (R. 291-292). ¢ 


Rowe and Shanahan had a telephone conversation 
about 8:50 A. M., in Birmingham, then all was quiet ' 

until — approximately 11:20 P. M., telephone call. 

ed in Birmingham all day (R. 293). 

During this telephone conversation, Shanahan told 


Rowe he had heard a woman had been shot in Lowndes 
‘County, Alabama; Rowe had asked him about this (R. 95 
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296); Shanahan hed heard this on the 11:00 P. M., 
news; it was possible Rowe had also heard this on the 
news (R.296). 


Rowe gave Shanahan a gun which he kept anid f 
later that morning when he tagged it and gave it to | 
the Assistant Agent in Charge (R. 299). The gun was 
examined by Shanahan; he smelled the muzzle; re- 
moved the cartridges (R. 299). No fingerprint exam- 
ination was made since witness knew Rowe’s prints 
were on the gun (R. 299-300). Witness did not know 
the serial number of the gun; did not know whether 
or not it had been fired; did not look at the gun in the 
light (R. 300). 


Rowe told Shanahan about a shooting; they were to- 
gether about 114 hours; Rowe was not taken into cus- 
tody; Shanahan did not go to headquarters but re- 
turned home (R. 300). The incident was reported to 
the Special Agent in Charge, Everett Ingram, at re 
2:20 A. M., March 26. 


Shanahan worked further on the . 
Since September 1, 1964, Shanahan had paid Rowe an 
average of $275.00 to $290.00 a month (R. 305). 


On redirect examination, Shanahan related the con- 
versation he had with Rowe on the morning of March 
25 (R. 307-309). Rowe told him Gene Thomas had 
called; told him to come to Bessemer; they were going 
to Montgomery. Rowe advised Thomas he had re- 
ceived Klan instructions as late as 10:00 P. M., the 
previous night they were not going to Montgomery. 
Rowe said he would have to check with his immediate 
superior; Robert called and. tald him to go to Mont- 
gomery with Gene Thomas. Shanahan thought it 
would be suspicious if Rowe did not go and later ad- 

' vised him to go. This line of questioning was objected . 
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to, but db jection was overruled on the theory this ex- 
amination was merely the narration of the rest of a 


conversation probed into by the defense (R. 307). 


After* Rowe returned, he related his activities to 
Shanahan (R. 309-314). These concerned Gene Thom- 
as, Wilkins, and Eaton.“ 5 


Mr. Hanes recross examined Shanahan as to these 
activities (R. 315-323). Further, on recross‘examina- . 
tion, Shanahan stated he, Rowe, Special Agents Alex- 
ander and Downey left Birmingham for the scene of 
the shooting about 9:30 A. M., March 26 (R. 323-325). 
Shanahan had picked Rowe up about 5:00 A. M., at 
the parking lot of GES store in West End, Birming- 
A. and taken him to FBI headquarters (R. 323). 


2y proceeded to Selma; stopped on the outskirts 
„ witcct Agent Archibald Riley; transferred to his 
.-aicle; ana retraced the route of the activity of the 
preceding night (R. 325). The group started from 
the Edmund Pettus (Alabama River) Bridge toward 
Selma; went to Silver Moon Cafe but no one was talked 
to there (R. 326). The visit was to identify the place: 
no one was asked if Rowe and the 3 defendants had 
been present the night before (R. 327). Leaving Sil- 
ver Moon, the men went down a street next to the cafe 
where Gaston Super Market was pointed out by Rowe 
as the place where a U-turn was made to try to go past 
Brown’s Chapel Church, but the street was blocked 
and the next street was taken (R. 328). Although the 
distance or time was clocked, Shanahan did not recall 
the fighre (R. 328-329); he estimated from Pettus a 
Bridge haak.te.Pettus Bridge along the route traveled : 


+ <2 ah. 


(8) Inasmuch as a narration of what Rowe told 2 
would be repetitive, since Rowe did testify (R. 391, et 
seq.), such narration will be omitted at this point. 
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took about 15 or 20 minutes. Leaving Pettus Bridge 
once more, the group headed east toward Montgomery; 
the distance was taken from there to the place of the 
shooting but Shanahan did not know who did this (R. 
329); he estimated the distance to be about 25 miles. 
Shanahan' and his companions went on into Mont- 
gomery (R. 330); he did not know if they went by St. 
Francis Motel; they went back to Birmingham (R. 
331); it is about 25 miles from the shooting scene to 
St. Francis Motel, i. e., 50 miles from Pettus Bridge to 
St. Francis (R. 332). 


The car at the scene of the shooting was on the right 
side of the road proceeding east, elevated above the 
level of the road about 4 or 5 feet, and about 35 feet 
from the edge of the road (R. 332). The road at this 
point was upgrade and straight for about half a mile. 
On down the highway, Rowe pointed out the approxi- 
mate place where the shell casings were thrown out the | - 
window (R. 333). At the next major intersection, 
probably Lowndesboro, a switch from Riley’s vehicle 
was made to another car; the party returned to Bir- 
mingham (R. 334-339). Rowe did not point out the 
service station where gasoline was purchased the 
night before; or the point where Rowe’s party missed 
the road and doubled back (R. 334). It is about 110 
miles from Montgomery to Birmingham; it would be 
fairly close to the same mileage from Montgomery to ; 
Midfield, which is just to the west of and contiguous 7 
to Birmingham (R. 339). 


Rowe is about 6 feet tall, even, and weighs about 
215 or 220 pounds (R. 341“. The Rowe group was in 
Thomas' car, a red and white Chevrolet (R. 341-342), 
with bucket seats and a console. Witness was of opin- oe 

Ion 2 big people could ride on the back seat (R. 342). Ny 
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Shanahan stated Rowe did not tell him when his 
group returned to Birmingham; did not take Shana- 
han by the filling station it stopped at; he and Rowe 
went by St. Francis Motel (R. 345). 


R. M. GODWIN was from Montgomery and was an 
investigator for Alabama Department of Public Safety 
on March 25 (R. 348-349). On that date, Godwin re- 
ceived a call from FBI that a car, license number 1B- 4 
36964, carrying 6 Klan members was supposed to be 
headed to Montgomery, such license having been is- 
sued to Eugene Thomas, Bessemer (R. 349). 


Godwin on cross examination stated the distance 

from Montgomery to Selma on U. S. 80 was about 50 

8; the distance from Montgomery to Birmingham 
100 miles (R. 350-351). 


«RL E. CAMPBELL lived in Montgomery and 
radio dispatcher on March 25, which position en- 
tailed putting calls out to cars for assignment. A 
record of such calls was kept (R. 352); witness had : 
such a record from 6:00 A. M., until 7:16 P. M., for 
the 25th (R. 353). U. S. Exhibit 20 was a copy of the 
foregoing record, with an entry at 10:38 A. M., con- 
cerning a Chevrolet automobile with a certain license , 
number and a call was sent out (R. 352). Exhibit 20 
was marked for identification’ (R. 354). Witness 
stated the entry for 10:38 A. M., concerned a 1965 
Cheverolet, on cross examination (R. 354). Witness 
— the license number was 1 B- 36964, on redirect 

P joe (R. 355). 


J. DIXON was a state investigator for Depart- 
— of Public Safety; was engaged on his official 
duties on March 21 and 25 (R. 356-357). On the form- 
er day he observed the Klan demonstration in Mont- 
gomery, described previously. Aside from law enforce- 
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ment personnel, he recognized only Robert Shelton. On 
the latter day, Dixon was at St. Jude’s; at the Capitol; 
and at night on U. S. 80 (R. 357). He was called to 
U. S. 80 by Major Jones, the head of his division, to 
whom a shooting had been reported (R. 358). 


A diagram was exhibited to witness, which, with- 
out being to scale, depicted U. S. 80 from Selma to 
Montgomery; and witness had made certain mileage 
measurements (R. 358-359). Using such drawing, 
Dixon pointed out Alabama River Bridge (Pettus) and 
Craig Field (R. 349); Tyler Crossroads; where the 
highway was two-lane and where it was four-lane 
(generally two-lane in Lowndes County) (R. 360). 
Witness also marked Dannelly Field and St. Jude’s 
Church (R. 361). An inquiry was made about meas- 
urements to the scene of the investigation (R. 362). 
Distances were stated to be as follows: Selma to Dan- 


nelly Field—43.7 miles; Selma to Craig Field—4.2 . 


miles; Selma to end of four lane—14.1 miles; Selma to 
scene of investigation—27.4 miles; Selma to "four-lane 
leading into Montgomery— 34.4 miles (R. 363). These 
were placed on the diagram (R. 364). 


On the arrival of Dixon at the scene, he found the 
body of a white woman in an automobile about 50 feet 
off the south side of the highway (R. 364). Mr. Doar 
showed him U. S. Exhibit 12 for identification, which 
were 5 photographs taken by witness of the car and 
the body in the car (R. 365). They were admitted into 
evidence (R. 365). The automobile was on the south 
side of the highway facing east. The road was uphill 
toward Montgomery (R. 866). U. S. Exhibits 21 
through 25, blow-ups of the'S“photographs of Exhibit 


12, were admitted into evidence (R. 367) ; and witness. 


| deseribed each with particular reference to the — 
tion of the car (R. 367-368). 
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“Dixon merely observed the interior of the car that 
night; he did not examine it (R. 368). On that occa- 


sion, Dixon identified the body as Viola Luizzo from 
Michigan (R. 370). 


Trooper Burgess gave him a piece of lead and he 
saw him get it from the right rear floorboard. This a 
was turned over to Dr. Shoffeitt about 2:30 A. M., the 
morning of the 26th (R. 372). \ 4 


Mr. Hanes cross examined. On March 21, Dixon 
was at Cramton Bow! about an hour to an hour and a 
7 half, having arrived around 1:00 P. M. (R. 373). He 
E. | followed the motorcade to the Capitol. During this 
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period, Dixon did not hear anybody or any combina- 
‘ion of people make any threats to hurt, intimidate, 
j re, oppress anybody (R. 374). 


1.5 Ca the night of the 25th, witness received a call at 
: his home to proceed to U. S. 80. When he arrived 
oa Troopers Burgess and McGaha were present (R. 374), 

along with 2 or 3 other troopers. Dixon testified tracks 
i led from the rear of the car back toward the highway 
* _ for about 250 feet (R. 375). Witness was shown U. S. 
Exhibit 25 (R. 376). The car was identified; it had 
a come to rest going uphill east toward Montgomery; : 
| the grade of the slope would be 30 degrees; the car was 
: : about 150 or 200 yards from the crest (R. 376-377). , 
: On reaching the crest, one would have a slight curve , 
to the left (or right?) (R. 377). 


| 
Witness deposed he saw Burgess retrieve the piece : 
a of dad from the automobile (R. 377); but not from 
3 any exact.apot. Burgess did turn at once and hand him 
— piece of lead, there being no time gap (R. 378). 


Dixon later that night, or the next day, went back 
down the trail to where the car left the road (R. 378). 
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It went down the shoulder, then upgrade. At the point 
where the automobile left the road there was glass on 
the road, about 400 feet from the car. On that night, „„ 
Dixon heard talk of other automobile tracks (R. 379), e 
which were across the road (on the north side) about 
1 150 feet from where the glass was found. They ap- | 
peared to be tracks made by a car smaller than a 
standard Ford, Chevrolet or Plymouth (R. 380). The 
* car which made these tracks had gone into the drive- 
way and returned to the highway, but witness could 
not state whether it went toward Selma or Montgom- 
ery. The tracks were west of the point the principal] | 
car left the road (R. 381); a small car had turned ee 
around (R. 382). | 4S 


Besides the troopers at the scene, there were 2 or 3 
other cars parked on the road (R. 382). Dixon ap- 
_ proached the scene from Montgomery; he arrived 
about 9:15 P. M.; he did not see anyone walking or 
running along the highway while coming to the scene. 
Traffic was light, which was normal (R. 383). There 
were some trooper cars deployed on the highway that 
night (R. 384). 


Apparently Mr. Hanes then referred to the diagram 
3 on which Dixon had placed mileage measurements (R. 
384, et geg.). The distances were measured from the 
center of Pettus Bridge (R. 384). Holiday Inn was 
placed about a mile east of the intersection of U. S. 31 . 
and 80 (R. 384-385). It was about 4 to 5 miles from 
Dannelly Field to St. Francis Motel (R. 386), or about 
50 miles from Pettus Bridge to St. Francis Motel (R. 
1 386-387). Witness stated it wag probably 95 miles 
from St. Francis Motel to Birmingham; and probably 
90 miles from St. Francis Motel to a point midway be = *."s 
| tween Birmingham and Bessemer on the Bessemer 446 
super highway (R. 387). . „ 
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r THOMAS ROWE, IR., testified he was 32; 
lived in Birmingham in March, 1965; had lived there 
about 12 or 13 years (R. 391). Rowe had been con- 
tacted by FBI about furnishing information concern- 
ing racial activities in and around Birmingham in 
1961. An agent came into his home about this, and, 
at the time, he was not a Klun member (R. 392). At 


the request of FBI, Rowe joined the Klan, Eastview 
13 Chapter, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan located in 


Birmingham. He was a member of that chapter 


through March 25, 1965, although the name changed 
to United Klans of America, of which Robert Shelton, 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, was the head (R. 393). Rowe 
attended Klan meetings; had known defendant Thom- 
3 about 5 years; defendant Eaton about 1 year; and 

.tendant Wilkins about 2 years; they were members 
VLnited Knights or the Ku Klux Klan. All during 
che 5 years prior to March, 1965, Rowe had furnished 
information about the Klan to FBI on a regular basis 
(R. 394). 


Rowe came to Montgomery on March 21 (R. 394) 
with 3 Klansmen, other than defendants, from the 
Birmingham area to participate in a parade and mo- 
torcade. Witness was shown U. S. Exhibits 13 through 
18, so mar ced for identification (R. 395); recognized 
them as being taken on the 21st at or near Cramton 
Bowl in Montgomery. As to U. S. Exhibit 18, Rowe 
was able to single out, among others, defendants Ea- 
ton, Wilkins and Thomas (R. 396), whose faces he 
circled anc. marked (R. 397). The automobile of Gene 
Thomas was identified in U. S. Exhibits 13 through 
16 and ruled (R. 398-399). 


Rows was shown U. S. Exhibit 6 three photo- 
graphs—snd stated they were taken on March 21 at 
Cramton Bowl (R. 399-400). Witness was not shown 
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g and did not identify U. S. Exhibit 10 for identification 
(R. 395-400); but these photographs were admitted 
into evidence over objection. Also, over objection, J. S. 
Exhibits 6, 13 through 18 were admitted (R. 400). 


Rowe deposed he did not go to Montgomery on the 


er 21st with any of the 3 defendants. He was instructed 
to go to Montgomery on the 25th by Gene Thomas, and 
1 _ Robert Thomas, such instructions being received at his 


home (R. 401-403). Robert Thomas was the superior 
of Rowe in United Klans of America; Rowe was Klan 
investigator for Eastview 13 unit and K. B. I.; a Klan 
investigator checked on membership applications and 
other matters detrimental to the Klan's way of think- 
ing (R. 403). Robert Thomas was a Titan in United 
Klan; a Titan headed a province of 6 or 8 different 
units; Eastview 13 was in his province (R. 403-404). 
Gene Thomas was in Chapter 20 in Bessemer, also in 
the province of Robert Thomas. Eaton and Wilkins 
| were in Chapter 20 (R. 404). 


| Over objection (R. 404), witness testified the su- 
| perior of a Titan would be Grand Dragon for the State 
n of Alabama, who was Robert Creel. Creel had been 
| identified in one of the pictures taken in Montgomery 


on the 21st. Superior to Grand Dragon was Imperial 
Wizard, who was Robert Shelton of Tuscaloosa, not 
identified in any of the pictures, but he was present 
(R. 405). 


* 
The instructions came from down ‘the road”, 
which meant Tuscaloosa, or Robert Shelton’s Im- 
perial office (R. 406). Rowe deposed he told Shana- 
han about his call from Gene Thomas and the change 
of plans; that Shanahan told him he would call 
Rowe back (R. 407). Shanahan did so and instructed . 
Rowe to go along; Rowe prepared to do so; he went 
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Bessemer to a place about 2 blocks from the Klan 
meeting hall; Gene Thomas, Wilkins and Eaton were 
in the cir; Rowe parked his car at the house of Gene 
Thomas, a trip of several blocks (R. 408-409). 


Gene Thomas was driving a 1962 Chevrolet, the car 
in the pictures at the rally of the 21st. The group pro- 
ceeded to Prattville. They discussed the march they 
were going to observe (R. 409). Tha party arrived 
in Montgomery about 10:00 A. M.; rode around a few 
minutes; parked the car; walked toward the Capitol. 


They were within a block of the Capitol. Eaton, Gene 


Thomas, and Rowe were armed; the guns were left in 
the car. The four went to an American filling station 
where they stayed about 5 hours (R. 410). U. S. Ex- 
hibit 26 for identification, a photograph, was shown 
20 Rowe, who recognized the scene and recalled the 


fi! ing station the group remained at for 5 hours (R. 


411). It was admitted into evidence. During the time 
at the filling station, the four stood around, talked, 
harassed the marchers, hollered at them, booed them, 
got in an argument with some of the colored specta- 
tors (R. 412). The crowd reached beyond the filling 
station sibout three quarters of a mile or a mile (R. 
412-413). 


A telephone booth was located on filling station 
property. Gene Thomas and Wilkins got in the booth. 
Over objection, Rowe testified he observed the wire 
was cut after they left the booth (R. 413). The record 
is silent as to the condition of the telephone wire im- 
mddiately — to the time Gene Thomas and Wilkins 


entered the boo 


At the conclusion of the parade and 1 Rowe’s 
group went to the car; Rowe and Eaton armed them- 
selves; Gene Thomas placed his weapon in a compart- 
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ment between the bucket seats of his car; they then 
proceeded to Jack’s Beverages located near Maxwell 
Air Force Base (R. 414-415). On the way to Jack’s, 


the four discussed going to Selma (R. 415): Gene 


Thomas said they were going to Selma because they 


had things to do; they were going to get them done; 


and they might even get some entertainment from 
Shelley Winters, a real pig. The party ate at Jack’s, 
staying probably a little longer than an hour. They 
proceeded to Selma on U. S. 80 (R. 416). On the way 
a hitchhiker was obeerved by Eaton; Wilkins asked 
Gene Thomas to slow down to see if he was a marcher 
and, if so, to “give him a little fun and a surprise“; on 
further observation, Wilkins remarked the hitchhiker 
was too clean to be a marcher (R. 417). | 


Rowe saw a highway patrolman later when the 
latter flagged the car down about 6:18 P. M. (R. 417- 
418). This occurred on the four-lane highway next to 
Selma on U. S. 80 (R. 418), where the radar was. 
Gene Thomas was asked for and produced his driver’s 
license; was informed he was barely in the maximum 
not to be ticketed for speeding; he was stopped for de- 
fective mufflers. A ticket was issued for improper 
mufflers, which Rowe saw (R. 419). 


The trip was continued on into Selma where the 


first stop was Silver Moon Cafe, about 2 or 3 blocks 


from Pettus Bridge; beer was ordered (R. 420). Prior 
to this all four had 2 beers each at Jack’s, but that was 
all during the day (R. 420-421). The group remained 


at Silver Moon about 30 or 45 minutes. They discussed 


going to a colored A. M. E. Church where Shelley Win- 
ters was to entertain thé itiarchers. While there, Gene 
Thomas left the table and talked with a man (R. 421). 
Upon returning, he informed his cohorts the man was 
the one who was out on the Reeb killing (R. 422).. 
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Gene Tuomas left the table again and returned. The 
ensuing discussion was about going to the church. 
When the group started to depart, this otherwise un- 
identified person from the record came up and stated 
he had done his job and for them to do theirs (R. 423). 


The four left Silver Moon, got into the car, drove 
toward the church, which was less than 12 blccks away 
(R. 423). Gene Thomas got the car on a street 1 block 5 
over from the church. There a colored couple was 
walking (R. 424); Gene Thomas and Wilkins remarked 
they were going to have some fun and take them.“ 
Rowe saw an Army truck with soldiers sitting in it; l 
the four passed these colored people and went on. Gene 
Thomas removed his gun from the compartment be- 

1 the seats prior to this and handed it to Wilkins, 
ing it after the colored people were passed (R. 


1200. 


Zowe and the 3 defendants prepared to leave Selma 
over the Pettus Bridge (R. 425-426); about 2 or 3 
blocks from the bridge they were stopped by a red 
light; an automobile pulled up on the left with a white 
woman driving and a Negro sitting beside her; Gene : 
Thomas said they should follow the car to see where 
they were going. Thomas said he thought they were | 
going out to the woods on a dirt road and park. Thom- | | 
as told those in the back to get down out of sight; that 
they were going to follow and take them (R. 426). * 
Thomas remarked he believed they had some of the | 
brass. Rowe stated Gene Thomas constantly remarked 
the two going out on the highway and make love; ‘ 
that they were going to get them. The car was a light 
colored Oldsmobile with a Michigan license plate (R. 
427). Wilkins and Rowe, in the back seat, were told to 
sit up by Gene Thomas after the latter started follow- 
ing the car (R. 428). 
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Gene Thomas drove fast—from 10 miles an hour up 
to 90 and 100 (R. 428). (In what transpired subs - 


quently, Rowe testified there were constant comments, 
particularly by Gene Thomas, that they were going to 


take them tonight). As the Rowe car approached 


Craig, the Oldsmobile was in the left lane, veered to 


the right, then speeded down the highway. Gene 4 5 
Thomas followed at speeds of 80 to 90 miles an — ae ie 


(R. 429). 


Rowe saw a green Volkswagon type 
and a highway patrolman at the point they received 


their ticket. The next time Gene Thomas tried to go 
around, the Oldsmobile was on the two-lane (R. 430). 
Rowe saw a two-story building with automobiles and 
Negroes around it; Rowe wanted to go back to town 
and find somebody else; they were going to get —_— 
it was not worth it (R. 431). 


In a swamp area, Gene Thomas started around the 
Oldsmobile, handing Wilkins his pistol (R. 482). This 
was a .38 caliber pistol. The rest got their guns out 
on orders from Gene Thomas. Wilkins stuck his arm 
out the window about at elbow length; the woman 
turned her head and kind of looked toward Rowe’s car; 
Wilkins fired 2 fast shots into the glass of the Olds- 
mobile, into the front window. Eaton started firing; 
Rowe put his gun up near the side of Wilkins’ head; 
Wilkins continued firing as Gene Thomas passed the 
Oldsmobile; Eaton continued firing even after the 
Oldsmobile had been completely passed (R. 433). A 


little further on, Wilkins threw his casings out and re- 
loaded; then Eaton threw. his-easings out at the win- 


dow on the right hand side of the highway. The four 


proceeded at an extremely high rate of speed to Mont- 


gomery (R. 434). 
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— the four went to St. Franeis Motel 
and turned in the direction of Birmingham (R. 435). 
They stopped · at a filling station between Montgomery 
and Birmingham about 6 to 8 miles north of the south 
end of the freeway to Birmingham on another road 
(R. 435-436). After getting gas, Gene Thomas made 7 
a U-turn and returned to get on the freeway to Bir- 
mingham. The four went to VFW club in Bessemer 
(R. 436). On the return trip, Gene Thomas stated they - 
were going to VFW Club to see Bob; he would give 
them an alibi in case the white woman and Negro were 
dead (R. 437). The four went to the club; did not see 
Bob; they ordered 2 beers; Gene suggested going to 
Lorene’s for an alibi; Lorene ran a cafe; the group 
went to the cafe; Gene Thomas went away for about 
-inutes; on his return, he stated everything was 
.: cure of (R. 438); she would alibi for them. The 
cour hr I a beer; left, and went to Gene Thomas’ 
wvuse; there they disbanded (R. 439). 


Over objection, Rowe was allowed to testify the pur- 
pose of the Klan was to maintain white supremacy by 
any means necessary (R. 442). 


On cross examination, Rowe stated he joined the 
Klan in 1960 or 1961 (R. 452): There was a ritual 
during which he took an oath, part of which is in the 
record at p. 453. After taking this oath of which the 
above was a part, and which was marked Defendant’s 
Exhibit 1 for identification, Rowe admitted he di- : 
vulged and revealed secrets of the organization and 
the names of members of the organization (R. 454).: 
The Kign oath was admitted into evidence (R. 455), 


Defendanty Exhibit 1. 

Rowe denied he agitated and provoked the Klan into 
activity; nor did he urge them to do certain things 
(R. 458). 
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While Rowe denied he participated in the attack on 
the first Freedom Riders on Mother's Day in Birmi:ig- 
ham at the bus station he admitted he was present R. 
458). He went with some Klan buddies. Rowe u- 
mitted there was quite a melee at the bus station or 
about 16 minutes. After this, Rowe, along with others, 
got into an affray with 6 Negroes at 7th Avenue and 
18th Street, North. Rowe got his throat cut rather 
severely and was bleeding profusely (R. 462). Rowe 
went to the bus station voluntarily and nothing forced 
him to go to the scene of the affray (R. 464). Rowe 
went to University of Alabama when there was 
trouble on integration matters, probably in June, 1963 
(R. 464). He was arrested in Tuscaloosa. 


Rowe admitted he was at Sandy Ridge Country Club | 
in Birmingham with Lt. Dave Orange and others (R. 
467). This club had a reputation for entertaining 
racially mixed couples (R. 468). Rowe denied he told 
some friends Lt. Orange wanted them with guns ta 
meet Rowe at Sandy Ridge Club on March 18, 1965, 
at night. Rowe denied that prior to entering the Club 
he said to men waiting outside, including these de- : 
fendants, When I fire the first shot, rush in and shoot 
hell out of the place” (R. 469). Witness stated he went | 
to Montgomery on Sunday, the 21st, with Leroy Ruth- 
erford, Robert Thomas, and Jack Crawford (R. 470). 

The group met at the house of Robert Thomas about 

9:00 A. M., and left shortly thereafter for Montgom- ra 
ery. This quartet went U. S. 81 South. He had his 

gun, but did not inquire as to the others and did not 

know if they had them or not (R. 472). On U.S. Ex- 

hibit 18, a photograph, Rawe identified himself and 
marked the exhibit (R. 475-476). They arrived at the 
gathering around 11:00 or 11:30 A. M. Rowe did 
not recall any speech on that occasion by Robert Shel- 
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ton or reel; he was not there full time (R. 477). 
Rowe testified he heard Crawford and Rutherford 
make some threats, but not publicly in a speech (R. 
478). Rowe participated in the motorcade, which 
lasted about 20 or 30 minutes, then disbanded on the 
Selma road (R. 478). These four proceeded on toward 
Selma; they saw some marchers (R. 479). 


Witness deposed he went to Montgomery on the 
25th with the 3 defendants in Gene Thomas’ auto- 
mobile (R. 481). This was a 1962 Chevrolet, red and 
creamish white in color. They possibly took Route 150 
from Bessemer to the freeway for Montgomery, ar- 


riving about 10:00 or 10:30 A. M. The car was parked 


in a regular paying parking lot. He left his gun in 
car (R. 485); he asked Gene Thomas to put it 
e: he was not sure about what he did with the 
nter (R. 486). All in the group left their guns; 
ey went to an American filling station at Hull and 
Dexter ahout a block from the Capitol. There was a 
crowd at the filling station (R. 487); later a crowd 
in the street; very definitely curiosity seekers and 
mere spectators (R. 488). 


They left the station about 3:00 P. M. (R. 489); 
went to the parking lot; got into the car; Rowe got 
his gun; they left the parking lot with Gene Thomas 
driving (R. 490). Eaton was sitting in front by Gene 
Thomas (R. 490-491) ; Rowe sat behind Gene Thomas; 
Wilkins sat to the right of Rowe. These were the po- 
sitions maintained during the entire trip. They drove 
to Jack’s, which is several miles from the parking lot 
(R. 491), arriving around 4:00 P. M., the trip taking 
about 20 25 minutes. They parked and went in- 
side; they ate; they each drank 2 beers (R. 492). 


Rowe and his helpmates left Jack’s about 5:00 
P. M.; they resumed their usual seating positions; 
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started to Selma (R. 494) on U. 8. 80. 4a 
a stopped the car at a crossroads nearer Selma than 
: Montgomery; he flagged them down with a light (R. 
495). Gene Thomas was cited for improper mufflers, . 
i. e., a warning ticket (R. 498). They proceeded to 
Selma'(R. 498) and first stop was Silver Moon Cafe, 
which was reached in the vicinity of 6:00 P. M., per- 
haps later. The car was parked and all went inside. 
- Witness stated the time was “closer to seven” (R. 
499). Rowe and Thomas had a beer; Wilkins prob- 
ably milk and Eaton probably a soft drink; nothing 
, to eat. Their stay at Silver Moon was approximately 
35 or 40 minutes; maybe longer (R. 500). Resuming 
, their usual car positions, the group started toward the 
colored church (R. 500-501). Gene Thomas apparently 
: missed the street as he made a U-turn and doubled 
back toward Silver Moon, which was in the same 
proximity (R. 501). Thomas then went on a dirt street 
one block over from the church, and returned to a main . 
thorofare leading to the steel bridge (Pettus) (R. 502). 


The other car was seen about the 2nd or 8rd traffic 
light from the bridge toward Selma (R. 502). Travel- 
ing from Silver Moon to this traffic light consumed in 
time about 25 minutes, maybe not that long. The car 
in which Rowe was riding proceeded out the highway; 
Rowe had his gun. Rowe’s car caught up to the other 
car by going 10 to 15 miles an hour fluctuating to over 
100 miles an hour (R. 503). When passing the other : 

„ear the speed was about 60 or 65 (R. 504). From the 

traffic light in Selma to the place of shooting was 
about 25 miles and took about 25 or 30 minutes to 
reach, maybe not that long. When Wilkins shot, Rowe 
testified he placed his arm beside that of Wilkins; but 
did not knock Wilkins’ arm to keep him from firing 
nor tell him not to fire (R. 505). Rowe did ‘not tell 
Eaton or anybody not to fire (R. 506). 
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the window, then Eaton did likewise almost simul- 
taneously (R:°506-507). At the time the speed of the 
car was 90 or better (R. 506), and the road was two- 
lane. The car was in the right hand lane (R. 507), 
fairly close to the edge of the pavement (R. 508). 


Rowe next recognized St. Francis Motel, at which 
point a left turn was made. It was 15 or 20 miles from 
point of shooting to St. Francis: (R. 508), and time- 
wise 20 minutes. The left turn at St. Francis put the 
car on the road to Birmingham (R. 509). They stopped 
at a filling station, bought gas, and all went to the rest 


room in less than 6 minutes. This service station was 


-hout 10 or 15 miles from St. Francis (R. 510), and 
about 15 minutes to reach. It was some 6 or 8 
- beyond the southern end of the Birmingham 
4.2ewa" and Rowe and he three doubled back to con- 
cet with the freeway (R. 511). 


A county road was taken at Alabaster to Bessemer 
(R. 512), where VFW Club was visited on the out- 
skirts of Bessemer between 9:00 and 10:00 P. M. (R. 
513). Each of the four consumed right at 114, beers 
(R. 514). They remained at VFW approximately 10 
or 15 minutes, and then journeyed to Lorene’s Cafe in 
Bessemer, about a mile or 2 from. VFW. It required 
just a short time to reach Lorene’s (R. 515), where 
the four stopped for 20 or 25 minutes. Rowe had a 


beer at Lorene’s and maybe 2; each of the four or- 


dered the same (R. 516). 


Leaving Lorene’s the quartet returned to in front 
of the homer Gene Thomas, probably a mile or so 
from Lorene’s, which distance required only a few 
minutes to negotiate, maybe 6 (R. 517). On arrival 
at Thomas’ house, all alighted from the car; this was 
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about 11:00 P. M. After managing to get his car 
started after some difficulty, Rowe drove into Central 
Park (R. 518). Shanahan met Rowe at West End 
Baptist parking lot about an hour later (R. 519). 
After a time Rowe got into Shanahan’s station wagon 
and they talked for 2 or 3 hours (R. 520-521). Rowe 
left Shanahan about 2 :00 or 3:00 A. M., and went 
home (R. 521). 


Shanahan and Rowe next met about 6:00 A. M., 
between FBI office and Rowe’s home (R. 521), where 
Rowe got into Shanahan’s FBI vehicle and was driven 
to FBI office in Birmingham (R. 522). Agents Shana- 
han, Downey and Alexander, with Rowe, left about 
9:00 or 9:30 A. M., to sojourn to Selma, taking U. S. 
31 to Montgomery, thence U. S. 80 to Selma. Rowe 
did not point out the service station where he and his 
Klan brothers stopped the night previous for gas (R. 
523), but returning he did point out St. Francis Motel. 2 
However, no stops were made. They slowed down, but 
did not stop, at that point on U. S. 80 where there was 
considerable activity and there was a car off the road 
(R. 524). 


In Selma Silver Moon was given a passing glance 
(R. 525) about 11:00 A. M. (R. 531). The church was 
looked at (R. 532) and this group proceeded to Pettus 
Bridge and out U. S. 80, taking the same route back 
(R. 533), slowing down once more at the scene of the 
activity on U. S. 80. Birmingham was reached about 
3:00 or 4,00 P. M. (R. 534) where Rowe was incar- 
cerated in county jail. Bond was made for him Gut 
same night (R. 535). 


on redirect examination, Rowe stated at the Klan 
rally in Montgomery on March 21, Rowe, together 
with Crawford and Rutherford, harrassed and booed 
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state officers, tcok pictures of FBI agents, and tried 
to get a license tag number of a state car (R. 544). 


Rowe related that at the time of the shooting Gene 
Thomas &sked Eaton what he was shooting. Eaton 
replied his .22 and justified this by stating he was 
using long rifle bullets which had to have their heads * 
eut off so they would fit the chamber, making them 
more deadly (R. 545). 1 


After Rowe stated he had been sent by FBI to in- 
filtrate the Klan, Mr. Doar then questioned Rowe 
about the Klan cath and had Rowe read 2 paragraphs 
thereof (R. 546). Mr. Hanes had Rowe read other 
sections of the oath of allegiance (R. 547-549). 


. PAUL E. SHOFFEITT stated he was a toxi- 
. .3¢ and assistant director of the State Depart- : 
ment of Toxicology and Criminal Investigation sta- ae 
vised at Auburn (R. 551). Witness saw the body at 
White’s Chapel Funeral Home in Montgomery around | 
midnight on March 25 (R. 552). That body was iden- 
tified to him as Viola Gregg Luizzo, and he performed ae 
an autopsy. This post-mortem examination revealed 
the cause of death was “hemorrhage and brain dam- : 
age as result of a bullet wound which penetrated the | 
left side of the head” (R. 553). A bullet was recovered 

and the Doctor received another piece of lead from a 
state investigator (R. 554). These were delivered to ee 
Roy Eveland, an FBI agent at Opelika (R. 555), on 
the 27th (R. 556). After cross, redirect and recross 


examination, witness was excused. ) { 


II: 


(4) Since many of the points elicited from this witness and 
several others which follow are otherwise developed, such 
points will be deferred until that more appropriate time 
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ROY EVELAND stated he was special agent of 
| FBI (R. 564-565). Dr. Shoffeitt on March 27, de- 
. 7 livered to him 2 lead bullets which were in small brt vn 
: envelopes. After Eveland saw the bullets they w sre 
| 
| 


resealed in different envelopes by the Doctor and id en- 
tfied (R: 565-566). Eveland delivered these envelopes 
to Marion Williams that same day. The 2 envelopes 
were marked for identification as U. S. Exhibit 28 
and 29 (R. 566). 


OUIDA LARSON lived in Selma and worked at 
Silver Moon Cafe (R. 571). She worked there on 
March 25 from 2 until 12. On that day 4 
came into Silver Moon between 7:00 and 8:30 P. M. 
(R. 572). Witness identified,defendants Thomas, Wil- 
kins and Eaton as 3 of those 4 persons and said she 
did not see the fourth in the courtroom (R. 573). The 
four sat in a booth and she served 2 of them beer. 
Witness could not recall any particular person from ~ 
among the many others who were present at that time, 
nor did she remember how long they stayed (R. 574). 


ARCHIBALD L. RILEY was a special agent for 
FBI (R. 577). He was stationed at Selma on March 
26, 1965. He met Rowe and some Birmingham agents 
in Selma (R. 578). Rowe directed Riley as to the 
route he had taken the night before, from Pettus 
Bridge through Selma and back to U. S. 80 to the 
scene (R. 579-581). 


‘On Monday, the 29th, Riley was searching the shoul- 
ders of the road on the Montgomery side from the 
scene of the shooting (R. 581). With some others, 
Riley found 5.38 caliber sells, which had been fired. 
These casings were identified on the inside by a mark- 
ing, and handed to witness who mailed them to. me Se 
laboratory, Washington (R. — 3 f 5 5 
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— ves examined by Mr. Hanes, Riley stated he 
rode 8 Nowe and the 3 agents with him when the 
roi 2 Swe and his 3 companions was being re- 
zr left the car past the scene towards Mont- 
g.. v. Arning to Selma to his office (R. 586). The 
a- Rowe were Shanahan, Gettings and Leahy 
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.. s:artted looking for empty shells on the 26th, 
Fee ut 1:30 P. M. (R.:588). Riley and his 
2K. * started the search about 1 mile from the 
Po 3 vu Montgomery and worked toward Mont- 
ee : K. 588-589). The shells were found on Mon- 
ian “2 ss. They were between the edge of the 

- sso and the ditch; they were right on the shoul- 

wis about 2 feet off the road, another one 

: set off, another one about 314, the farthest 
out 9 feet orf. They were scattered along- 
‘sighway on the shoulder at no particular 


Arullel thereto (R. 589). 


r Sasvleman on redirect elicited the information 
ens were found .55 of a mile from the scene 
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> si" JEROME MOTON lived in Atlanta, Geor- 
gin. and was 20 years of age. During the Selma-Mont- 
. arch he was in transportation from March 
f. e 25th (R. 594); he lived in Selma then (R. 
est eon met Viola Luizzo March 18; he had her 
r fem dat time until she was killed (R. 594). Moton 
4% M Luizzo Wednesday, March 23, when he took 
ner ze: ee march, and on Thursday evening the 24th 
1 S:. ‘waite R595). She drove the car from St. Jude 
Kr K. 596). 


Meer and Mrs. Luizzo left for Montgomery (R. 
X Luizzo was driving; Moton was to the 
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right in front (R. 597). On U. S. 80, someone passed 
the car and shot; he was 1 with the radio; 
the car ran off the road; Moton stopped it; 
switch and lights off. A car came over the hill, stopped, 
shot a light at the Luizzo car (R. 598). He passed ou 
in the car (R. 598-599). His next recollection was 
blowing the horn at some cars. Moton departed the 
car and ran toward Montgomery; he was picked up 
and returned to Selma. He went to Brown’ s Chapel 
Church (R. 599). 


On cross examination, in addition to the foregoing, 
Moton stated he did not know whether Mrs. Luizzo was 
working or not (R. 601), but she came to the transpor- 
tation office (R. 602). On the trip from St. Jude to 
Selma, another car tried to run the Luizzo one off the 
road (R. 605); and bumped the Luizzo car 2 or 3 times 
(R. 606). Mrs. Luizzo started back to Montgomery 7 
| and was driving 70 to 75 miles an hour (R. 608). . 
ae Moton did not hear any shots fired; he heard glass 
| - shattering; witness did not know where shots came 
. from (R. 608-609). They had left Selma at 7:84 P. M. 
so this was close to 8:00 P. M. (R. 609-610, 621). 


When a car shined lights on the Luizzo car, Moton 
got down; he did not touch Mrs. Luizzo (R. 609; 622); 
the car went back toward Selma (R. 609). When the 
car shined its lights Leroy stayed in the car about 5 5 
minutes. He tried to flag a truck (R. 610). While he 8 
was in the road, a little red Sprite headed toward | 
Montgomery (R. 611) came by at about 70 miles an 
hour and tried to run him down (R. 610). Leroy was 
in the ditch for a while; th on the front seat and 
passed out for about 30 minutes (R. 611). Leroy ran 
and walked down the highway toward Montgomery 35 4 | : 
48 
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for about 314% miles. He did not see any state — 
or other cars (R. 612). 
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D tate the or of 0 truck bo flegeed and 
went to Brown’s Chapel Church (R. 614). He saw Lt. 
Nichols but did not tell him of the shooting (R. 615- 
616). At First Baptist Church he talked with Hosea 
Williams, an SCLC official (R. 616). Lt. Nichols took 
Leroy into custody there and carried him to Selma ' 
Police Station (R. 616-617). Moton denied twice that 
he stated to those present the car that came alongside 
and shot was a black 1955 Ford, which went on up the 
hill, turned around, came back, shined its lights on the 
car, and went back to Selma (R. 618). On cross ex- 
amination, Leroy said he stopped the car by using the 
brake pedal. Leroy was 6 feet, 4 inches tall (R. 622). 


"SSE McGAHA lived at Metairie, Louisiana. On 
1 25, he was a state trooper (R. 623) on duty on 
30 east from Selma on radar detail; his partner 
w Trc-per Hagood. The radar detail was set up at 
Tyler Crossroads, 11 miles east of Selma (R. 624), 
which McGaha marked on the drawing of U. S. 80. 
His unit was stopping violators. McGaha was shown 
U. S. Exhibit £1 for identification, a warning ticket 
(R. 625). Hagood flagged a 1962 Chevrolet and wrote 
the warning ticket and the driver asked if “the niggers 
been giving you boys any trouble” (R. 627). The 
ticket was admitted into evidence. Witness was shown 
U. S. Exhibit £2, which he recognized as issued to a 
Volkswagen bus on the same detail about 7:50 P. M. ¢ 
Over objection, this was admitted (R. 628). 


Additional testimony on cross examination set the 
time at 6:20 P. M., for the muffler warning (R. 629). 
The trooper were working the westbound lane of the 
four-lane (R. 630). Traffic was on the medium to 
heavy side. Witness was sure other troopers were 
working U. S. 80 (R. 631). McGaha did not observe, 
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arrest, or hear of any arrest on that night of ears do 
ing 100 miles an hour (R. 632). 


THOMAS M. SHAUGHNESSY was an agent for 
FBI (R. 635); and his testimony concerned W. O. 
Eaton, the appeal being moot as to him. However, it 
t may be noted Eaton was arrested at his residence; a 
search was conducted; a hand gun was found under | 
the mattress in the bedroom on the first floor. This 
gun was marked U. S. Exhibit 33 for identification, 
which witness said was the one he obtained at the 
Eaton residence (R. 637). Eaton stated after his 
arrest he arrived home at 10:30 P. M. (R. 686) on 
March 25. Shaughnessy also identified a small] box 
with the gun as containing 6 .22 caliber bullets with 
which the gun was loaded (R. 647). This was part of 
U. S. Exhibit 33, which was admitted (R. 646). 


EDWARD M. LEAHY was an FBI agent during 
March, 1965 (R. 653), stationed in Birmingham (R. 
654). On March 26, Thomas was arrested by other 
agents in Lorene’s Cafe in Bessemer (R. 655). U. S. 
Exhibit 34 for identification was 6 photographs of 
Thomas’ car outside of Lorene’s and it was admitted 
(R. 656). On the passenger side of Thomas’ car there 
was a .22 caliber bullet sitting on the ledge where the 
window came out of the door (R. 657). Agent Con- 
naughton directed attention to the bullet and, over 
objection, witness was allowed to state Thomas turned 

f ashen or gray (R. 658-659).. 


l Leahy with Agents Connaughton, Byron and wae 
nor went to the home of Thomas with a search war- 
rant, which was U. S. Exhibit 35, for the residence and 

automobile of Thomas (R. 659-661). This was ad- 
mitted into evidence (R. 661). Thomas’ home’ was 
searched: some .38 caliber ammunition was found; 
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‘these were U. S. Exhibits 36, 37 and 38 for identifi- 

cation (R. 662-663). A Smith & Wesson .38 caliber re- 
volver (R. 867), serial C418827 (R. 670), was found 
in the, ear of Mrs. Flossie Thomas and marked for 
identification, U. S. Exhibit 39 (R. 666-667). Mrs. 
Thomas executed a consent form, U. S. Exhibit 40 for 
identification (R. 678-679), for Agent Byron. Ex- 
hibits 39 and 40 were admitted without objection (R. 
679). 


The testimony of AGENT CHARLES DONALD 
BYRON (R. 677-685) is omitted. Byron did read an 
inventory of things taken from the house of Thomas 
pursuant to the search warrant including one New- 
vort model CN double barrel sawed off shotgun, serial 

ber T70594 (R. 683-684). 


wv JEN F. CONNAUGHTON was an agent of FBI 
a duty in Birmingham on March 26 (R. 707). He 
participated in the search of Thomas’ house and seized 
pursuant to warrant a sawed off shotgun, U. S. Ex- 
hibit 41 for identification (R. 707), admitted into evi- 
dence over objection (R. 708). The basis for such 
a ruling, as stated in chambers, was that these de- 
fendants belonged to an organization dedicated to the 
preservation of white supremacy, regardless of the 
means, ballots or bullets (R. 694-695). This would 
go to intent as to what they were doing here, yonder, 


on their trip (R. 696; 708-709). 1 
RALPH BUTLER was an agent of FBI, stationed | 
in Birmingham on duty March 26. Butler arrested N 


Thomas at Lorene's (R. 713). The .22 caliber shell 
was marked U. S. Exhibit 42 for identification and 
was described as having the nose of lead cut or shaven 
off with a hollow point in it; it was a misfire (R. 714). 
It was admitted into evidence (R. 715). 
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LAWRENCE d. GETTINGS was an agent of FBI, 
stationed in Birmingham and on duty on March 26. 
Gettings arrested Thomas (R. 719). Thomas mae a 
statement (R. 720-725) which affirmed the activ ties 
of March 25 as previously testified to except: (1) 
Thomas had no knowledge of the slaying of Ira. 
Luizzo; (2) They only watched the people come in, 
and watched the speeches in Montgomery; (3) About 
4:30 P. M., they left in his automobile for Selma; (4) 
He went right back to Birmingham via Selma and got 
back there at 9:30 P. M., and went to Lorene’s Cafe 
in Bessemer; (5) He had no knowledge of the murder 
of Mrs. Luizzo from Detroit and he did not murder 
her; (6) He had a permit for a .38 caliber Smith and 
Wesson. The citation for a defective muffler given 
Thomas was admitted as U. S. Exhibit 43 (R. 723); 
the pistol permit as U. S. Exhibit 44 (R. 725). 


By RILEY and SHANAHAN, U. S. Exhibits 45 (R. a 
512, et seq.), the 5 casings, and 46, the Rowe gun, were 
admitted (R. 741, 744). Shanahan, in response to re- 
cross examination, stated Rowe’s gun was sent to FBI 
only to determine whether it had been fired (R. 744). 


The following exhibits were received without ob- 
jection: 5, 7, 8, 9, 11 and 20. The following were ad- 
mitted over objection by defense counsel: 36, 87 and 
88. U. S. Exhibit 19 was not admitted (R. 754-757). 


7 MARION E. WILLIAMS was an agent of FBI (R. 
757.758), assigned to FBI Laboratory, Washington. 
0 On examination of the automobile removed from U. S. 


80 (R. 763) he found 2 indentations on the driver's 

side of the car, pointed out dn U. S. Exhibit 23 (R. : 
764). Williams found 3 unusual holes. On U. S. Ex- 23 
hibit 22 he noted 1 hole in the window in the drivers «4» 
door and 2 holes in the windshield slightly to the „ 
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prem | side of center (R. 764-765). Witness found a 
fragment of a bullet under the back seat on the pas- 
senger side (R. 765). Inspection of the rear view 
mirror; revealed an indentation in which there were 
smears of lead (R. 766). He had no way of determining 
when the door indentations were made; they had not 
rusted but appeared to be rather new (R. 767). Test 
firings was made on door panels of a 1963 Oldsmobile, 
which indicated .38 caliber bullets would penetrate 
and .22 caliber bullets would not (R. 768). 


U. S. Exhibit 47 for identification was a chart with 
line drawings of a 1963 Oldsmobile, not to scale (R. 
769). One indentation was made by a projectile which 
* the car at a slightly forward angle, nearly level. 

other was caused by a missile which hit the car 

n angle slightly to the rear, nearly level, perhaps 
‘light.- upward (R. 770). Witness indicated the hole 
in the door glass and stated the bullet had coursed 
acroes the car and come to rest in the rain gutter on 
the opposite side (R. 770). He said one windshield 
hole was slightly lower than the other and this bullet 
struck the window on the passenger side and left a 
lead smudge without breaking it, the bullet being fired 
at an angle of something like 45 or 50 degrees with 
respect to the long axis of the car. The bullet through 
the upper hole struck the rear view mirror, being fired 
at an angle of about 30 degrees (R. 771). . 


U. 8. Exhibit 48 was 2 pieces of metal from door of 
the 1963 Oldsmobile used in test firing with a .22 
caliber weapon; U. S. Exhibit 59 was 2 pieces of metal 
from the-bwizzo car. They were admitted without ob- 
jection (R. 773-774). U. S. Exhibit 28 was a muti- 
lated .38 caliber lead bullet (R. 776). U. S. Exhibit 
29 was a mutilated .38 caliber lead bullet, marked by 
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him as Q 16. These were the Eveland exhibits (R. 
778-779). U. S. Exhibit 89 (R. 679) was the Thomas 
Smith and Wesson (R. 779). Test specimens were 
fired from the gun and these test cartridge cases and 
bullets were the ones used in his examinations (R. 
780). U. S. Exhibit 46 (R. 744) was the Rowe Smith 
and Wesson (R. 780). U. S. Exhibit 33 (R. 645) was 
the Eaton .22 caliber hand gun (R. 781). U. S. Ex- 
hibit 50 was the fragment of a .38 caliber bullet found 
under the rear seat of the car (R. 782). U.S. Exhibit 
51 was the badly mutilated .38 caliber bullet recovered 
from beneath the rain gutter (R. 782-783). The bul- | 
lets were admitted without objection (R. 777-779; — 
783). Witness stated his opinion to be that the bullets Ch 
in Exhibits 28, 29 and 50 were fired from Exhibit 39. 
Exhibit 51 was not identified with Exhibit 39 because 
of its mutilated condition (R. 784-785). This was 
illustrated by the comparison photographs of U. S. Ex- i 
hibit 55 (R. 794). Exhibit 45, the 5 casings on U. S. 80, 
was shown to witness and he stated he had come to the 
conclusion they had been fired from the Thomas S. & 
W., and not the Rowe S. & W. (R. 787). This was 
demonstrated technically by U. S. Exhibit 52, a casing 
from a .38 caliber special cartridge fired in Exhibit 
46; U. S. Exhibit 53, a photographic exhibit prepared 
from photomicrographs of one of the casings; and 
U. S. Exhibit 54, a photographic exhibit of the other „ 
four casings (R. 787-793). Witness said: These 1 
photographs (of the bullets and casings) in and of . 
themselves do not prove the identification; the iden- 
: tification is based upon the microscopic study and the 
experience of the Examinen .- (R. 795) Williams fur- 
ther stated his conclusion the .22 caliber cartridge of 
Exhibit 42, taken from Thomas’ car, was not fired 
from the .22 caliber gun of Eaton, Exhibit 33 (R. 798). 
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Im 2 bullets received from Eveland (one was the 
Luizzo bullet) had a foreign substance in the nose 
which appeared to be glass (R. 798). An additional 
point developed on cross examination was that witness 
could not say the marks on the door were fired by a .22 
caliber weapon to the exclusion of all others (R. 804). 
Further, it is possible one being 6 feet, 4 or 5 inches 
tall sitting in the passenger seat could have been hit 
by one of these 2 bullets, the lower one ‘through the 
windshield or the one through the door window (R. 
805-810). Williams stated as a result of his examina- 
tion of the Luizzo car he found the front seat or the 
front bloody; the driver’s side; driver’s side door; floor 
mat on the driver’s side; floor mat in rear on driver’s 

‘de were heavily soaked with blood as was the front 
t cushion and the front portion of the floor and on 
„ passenger’s seat. Blood was pretty general in the 
area uf the brake pedal and the accelerator (R. 812). 
Also, it is possible, if the driver’s foot were normally 
on the accelerator, that a passenger who reached over 
to depress the brake pedal would have to touch the 
body of the driver (R. 812-813). 


Williams did not report whether or not the Rowe 
gun had been fired. 


RICHARD W. FLACK was an agent for FBI as- 
signed to the laboratory in Washington (R. 818). 
Some bullets were examined for glass by him. Exhibits 
28 and 50 had traces of laminated glass, used in wind- 
shields; Exhibits 29 and 51 had traces of tempered 
gilasé, used in side windows of cars (R. 820-821). 


The United States rested its case (R. 821) and de- 
fense counsel Hanes, in effect, moved for a judgment 
of acquittal, which motion was denied (R. 823). 
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After the case for the defense and rebuttal, Mr. 
Doar opened the summation for the United States (R. 
911-918); Mr. Hanes argued for the defense (R. 919- oe 
933); Mr. Hardeman concluded (R. 934-942). 5 


Judge Frank M. Johnson, Jr., charged the jury (R. 
75-101), limiting the consideration of the jury to Item 
4 in the indictment concerning the protest march (R. 
82-83). Jurors were cautioned the sawed off shotgun 
was not admitted for proving Thomas committed an- 
other crime, but solely on the question of intent (R. 
94). Mr. Hanes requested, and the Court gave, a 
charge on the failure of defendants to testify (R. 96). 


On December 3, 1965, the jury reported a hopeless 
deadlock (R. 114). The Court further charged the jury 
(R. 114-116), to which Mr. Hanes objected (R. 117). 
Of especial import were the following excerpts, among 
others: 

80 you haven't commenced to deliberate the case ~ 

long enough to reach the conclusion that you are hope- 
lessly deadlocked ...” (R. 115) 


“This trial tas been Siena tel Gian 
pensive. Your failure to agree upon a verdict will 
necessitate another trial equally as expensive; that is, 
expensive as far as the Government is concerned, it is 
expensive as far as the defendant is concerned.” (R. 
115) 0 

5 „At is therefore very desirable that you jurors should 
agree upon a verdict in this case.” (R. 115) : 


g Defendants were found guilty by jury verdict on 
December 3, 1965 (CLW, R. BI; ET, R. 52). Each was 
sentenced to 10 1 Se (CLW, R. 56; 


ET, R. 57). r 
Hence this appeal, i 1 3 
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SPECIFICATIONS OF ERROR 
1. The-court erred in denying appellants’ motion 
to dismiss the indictment (R. 16-17). 


2. The court erred in denying appellants’ motion 
for a bill of particulars (R. 16-17). 


8. The court erred in admitting over objection the 
following testimony and evidence: \ 


4 U. S. Exhibits 1 and 2 (R. 194-195). 
U.S. Exhibits 3.and 4 (R. 204; 208-9). 
U. S. Exhibits 6, 13 through 18 (R. 400). 
U. S. Exhibit 10 (R. 400). 
Testimony as to Klan organization 
(R. 404, et seq.). 
Testimony as to telephone booth (R. 413). 
Testimony as to Klan activities and purpose 
R. 440-142). 
S. Exhibits 36, 37, 38 and 41 
(R. 756; 708). 


4. The court erred in denying appellants motion 
as for judgment of acquittal (R. 823). 


5. The court erred in allowing the United States 
do close the argument to the jury, even without objec- 
tion (R. 934-942). 


6. The court erred in charging the jury, even at 
the request of defendants, concerning their failure to 
testify (R. 96-97). ‘ : 


7. The court erred in its supplemental charge, in 
that it was coercive and did define incorrectly a §241 


conspiracy (R. 114-117). 


8. ‘The court erred in entering a judgment of guilty 
against appellants in that said judgment was contrary 
to the weight of the evidence and was not supported 
by substantial evidence (CLW, R. 72; ET, R. 73). 
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ARGUMENT 


POINT 1 " . 
An indictment under 18 USC See. 201% is fatally 
defective where the right alleged to have been 


against is not one secured by the Con- 
stitution or laws of the United States. 


At the outset, it is emphasized this case was sup- 
posedly tried on the theory defendants conspired 
against the right of unnamed citizens to participate 
in a protest march according to a plan ordered by the 
lower court, paragraph 4 of the indictment (R. 3), ox. 
since the court in its charge eliminated from the con- — 
sideration of the jury the remaining paragraphs (R. : ‘ 
82-83). Thus, if paragraph 4 did not embrace a pro- 
tected right, the entire case falls and defendants’ 
motion to dismiss this paragraph should have been a 
granted, as well as the motion for judgment of ac- 2 
quittal. +74 [ 
As to paragraph 4, neither U. S. v. Guest, -US-, nor 
Price v. U. S., US-, decided March 28, 1966, are con- 
trolling as authority the indictment was not subject 
to dismissal. Guest involved, insofar as Amendment 
XIV rights were concerned, the equal protection 
clause, and the Court stated rights under this clause : 
- arose only where there had been involvement of the „ 
4 state or of one acting under the color of its authority. re 
The Court found such involvement by the state suffi- 
* 


(5) “If two or more persons conspire to injure, oppress, 
threaten, or intimidate any-citizen in the free exercise or 
enjoyment of any right or privilege secured to him by the 
Constitution or laws of the United States, or because of 
his having so exercised the same; .. . 


“They shall be fined not more than $8,000 or imprisoned 
not more than ten years, or both.” 
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cient do prevent dismissal of that branch of the indict- 
ment in the statement of the means of accomplishing 
the conspiracy. Our case did not involve the equal pro- 
tection, clause, especially since there was no allegation 
Negroes were being denied any right or privilege. 


The indictment in Price charged the defendants 
“conspired together .. to injure, oppress, threaten 
and intimidate” 3 named individuals “in the free ex- 
ercise and enjoyment of the right and privilege se- 
cured to them by the Fourteenth Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States not to be deprived of 
life or liberty without due process of law by persons 
acting under color of the laws of Mississippi”. In the 
nurpose part of the indictment, the involvement of the 

re of Mississippi in the person of Deputy Sheriff 

„e was alleged. The Court stated “that this lan- 
„u, ge (of §241) includes rights or privileges protected 
sy the Fourteenth Amendment; that whatever the 
ultimate coverage of the section may be, it extends to 
conspiracies otherwise within the scope of the section, 
participated in by officials alone or in collaboration 
with private persons; and that the indictment... prop- 
erly charges such a conspiracy in violation of §241 
. « -” (Emphasis supplied). The present indictment 
was totally devoid of allegations showing involvement 
by the State of Alabama, although as noted in the 
separate opinions of Clark and Brennan, JJ., in Guest, 
Congress possibly could legislate constitutionally 
against a private conspiracy to violate Amendmen 
XIV rights. It had not done so! 


The question must then be reached: What right or 
privilege secured by the Constitution or laws of the 
United States was involved? The right to march and 
protest, as stated in paragraph 4, if secured to the un- 
named citizens solely by order of the court of March 
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17, 1965, was patently not one “secured to him by the 
Constitution or laws of the United States”. Contempt 
proceedings suggest themselves as the proper. method 
to punish interference with rights or privileges grant- 
ed by a court order. Amendment I“, as subsumed 
into Amendment XIV by its due process clause, is 
urged as the sole basis of the right alleged to have been 
involved. Freedom of speech and of the press have 
been denominated as fundamental personal rights and 
liberty, Schneider v. Irvington, 308 US 147, as would 
be the right to assemble peaceably and the right to 
petition the government, since they lie at the founda- 
tion of free government by free men. See U. S. v. 
Cruikshank, 92 US 542,552. Hence, the right involved 
was a right vindicated against state action and was 
not one “secured by the Constitution and laws of the | 
United States”. Compare Powe, et al. v. U. S., 109 a 
F2d 147 (CCA5). The indictment as to paragraph 4 5 ; 
was fatally defective under the Price doctrine since 9 
no state involvement was alleged; and it was, of course, © 

not cured by the verdict. Sutton v. U. S., 157 F2d 661 

(CA5). The motion to dismiss as to paragraph 4 should 

have been granted, and in the posture of this case, the 
defendants should be freed, since it is obvious the 
United States cannot return an indictment on the 

proof adduced which can allege any state involvement. 


— 


r 


4 


(6) “Congress shall make nbd law respecting an establishment - ; 
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 1 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the 7 
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 52 
the Government for redress of grievances.” 3 
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conspiracy enlarge the statutory definition of 
conspiracy in Sec. 241 the indictment is fatally 


defective. 


The indictment in Price alleged specific acts which 
were part of the plan and purpose of the conspiracy, 
as did the Guest indictment, ¢.g., 1. By shooting Ne- 
groes: 2. By beating Negroes”, etc. Further, the means 
in Price clearly showed state action. This indictment 
did not allege any specific acts by persons acting under 
the laws of Alabama, or ‘even acts by private indi- 
viduals. Instead it merely enlarged generally the scope 
of the alleged right to participate in the protest march 
wr extending “participation” to those “who were lend- 
or had lent their support“ (R. 3). The court in its 
. “ge also extended the alleged right to persons who 
‘ere . nding or had lent their support to a demonstra- 
tion march“. (R. 83; 97) It is difficult to see under 
any concept of 5241 wherein any federal right, Amend- 
ment XIV or otherwise, was involved. “Lending sup- 
port” is not the exercise of freedom to peaceably as- 
semble or petition for redress of grievances. There can 
be no federal role involved in a person’s contributing 
money to a cause, lending his automobile, or doing any 
of the other things pertaining to a protest march other 
than actual and direct participation. To elevate this 
to a constitutional right, and further to punish by fed- ° 5 
eral law denials of the alleged right by private indi- 
viduals only, inevitably would affect adversely the 
wise adjustment between state responsibility and na- 
tional control.... See U. S. v. Williams, 341 US 70, 
73. The indictment was due to be dismissed because 
of this addition to the substance of §241, as approved 
by the court in its charge to the jury. Viereck v. U. S., 
318 US 236. 
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Failure to ne u sound n eee th 


denying a motion for a bill ef particulars .re- 
quires a reversal of a conviction. 


Defendants moved for a bill of particulars™ (R. 10- 
15) to ascertain the names and addresses of the per- | 
sons conspired against, together with the dates and 
places where the acts occurred (R. 12-13). The mo- 
tion was denied (R. 17) after colloquy among court 
and counsel (R. 37-47). It is settled law “the grant- 
ing or denial of a bill of particulars rests within the 
sound discretion of the trial court, and in the absence 
of abuse or prejudice, its ruling will not be disturbed 
on appeal.” Johnson v. U. S., 207 F2d 814, 321 (CAS). 
See also Robertson v. U. 8. 263 F2d 872 (CA5) and 
Reynolds v. U. S., 225 F2d 123 (CAS). 


A reading of the record of the trial below shows pri- 

mary reliance was had by the United States on the 1 
murder of Viola Luizzo, even though Mr. Doar and the 

court emphasized the conspiracy alleged under §241 
was not directed against a particular person but a 
class of persons (R. 40-41; 140-141). That this was 
to be the primary reliance was evident before trial 
because United States attorneys, out of the presence 
of counsel for defense, mentioned certain evidence con- 
cerning Viola Luizzo to the court (R. 139); and be- 
cause the court immediately prior to trial stated it 
assumed the prosecution would attempt to show this 
murder (R. 141, and see also R. 361). The court also 
charged the jury on “overt. act” (R. 91-92) and the 
Luizzo n. (R. 97). . 


(7) —. 1 “Bill of Particulars. 
the filing of a bill of particu 
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Ide an overt act, the murder, was to be given such 
nu prominent role, even though proof of an overt act 
possibly was not required for conviction, appellants 
submit they were entitled to be given information of 
such act as to name, date, time and place, as in a §371 
conspiracy. U. S. v. Lopez, 26 FRD 174 (DC, NV). 
Judge Whittaker in U. S. v. Smith, 16 FRD 372 
(DC, Mo), stated: 


* 
“Without definite specifications of the time and 
place of commission of the overt acts complained 
of, and of the identity of the person or persons 
dealt with, there may be rr. in preparing 
to meet the general charges of the information 
and some danger of surprise .. .” p. 375. 


“he court below further stated the defendants were 

entitled to a bill of particulars because they were 
ere aware of what vas asked for than anybody else 
(R. 4). Judge Whittaker in Smith showed the fallacy 
of such reasoning: : 


“Nor is it any answer to a motion for a bill of 
culars for the government to say: ‘The de- 
endant knows what he did, and, therefore, has 
all the information necessary.’ This argument 
could be valid wy. *4 the defendant be presumed 
to be guilty ... — to be innocent, 
it must be assumed That he is ignorant of the 
2 which the pleader founds his charges.“ 
P. * . 

The United States attorneys assuredly had definite 
knowledge they would present many witnesses with 
evidence and testimony to try to establish the defend- 
ants murdered Viola Luizzo; they so informed the 
court by inquiring if certain evidence were admissible 
(R. 189) ; and the court itself, on the day of the trial, 
knew the defendants would have to meet this presenta- 
tion by warning certain evidence would not be ad- 
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missible (R. 139-140). In this posture of the matter, 
and by presuming the defendants to be guilty, the 
court did not exercise a sound discretion in denying 
the motion but abused its authority to the prejudice 
of defendants. A reversal is in order. 


POINT IV 


Admission of testimony and evidence over ob- 
jection, where testimony and evidence is preju- 
dicial to a substantial right of a defendant, is 
error. 


in the following, proper objection was made as 
no 


A. U.S. Exhibit 1 (R. 194), the plan of march _ 
the temporary injunction issued thereon, and U. S. 
Exhibit 2 (R. 195), the order of this court declining to 
stay enforcement of the injunction, were admitted in 


error since they did not concern a federal right made 


definite by decision or rule of law. See Point I, supra. 
They would have probative value in contempt pro- 
ceedings for violating the injunction. | 


B. U. S. Exhibit 3 (R. 204; 208-209), the Klan pa- 
rade request, and U. S. Exhibit 4 (R. 204; 208-209), 
the parade permit, were erroneously admitted because 
defendants were not shown to have been connected 
with them and they had no probative value as to spe- 
cific intent under 5241. See Point VI, infra. This was 
a protest, parade against the order of March 17, 1965 
(R. 211), which order did not concern a federal right 
made definite by decision or rule of law. See Point I, 


supra. 


C. U.S. Exhibits 6, 18 through 18 (R. 400), photo- 
graphs of scenes at Cramton Bowl on March 21, 1965 
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——— 257-258), were erroneously admitted because 
they had no probative value as to specific intent under 
5241. See Point VI, infra. At most, the exhibits could 
be used in contempt proceedings to show knowledge of 
the court’s order (Cf. 231-232). Otherwise, they mere- 
ly show a peaceable assembly, a constitutional right. 


D. U. S. Exhibit 10 (R. 400), 3 pictures of cars in 

the Klan motorcade of March 21 (R. 248-249), were 
never properly identified and hence erroneously ad- 
mitted, nor did they * probative value. See Point 


VI, infra. 


E. Rowe testified as to the organization of the Klan 
and the meaning of certain Klan expressions (R. 404- 
406). This was error because it was proof of nothing 

‘id sanctioned “guilt by association”, and had no pro- 

itive value of the specific intent required in §241. 
See oint VI, infra. As was aptly stated by defense 
counsel, “Klan organization is not here on trial.” (R. 
404) 


F. Rowe was allowed to testify, on the question of 
intent, that he saw a telephone line cut after Gene 
Thomas and Wilkins left a booth on March 25 (R. 
413). This had no probative value as to a specific in- 
tent to deprive a person of a federal right made defi- 
nite by division or rule of law. See Point VI, infra. It 
is further objectionable because the predicate was not 
laid as to the condition of the wire before they entered 
the booth. 


G, The testimony of Rowe as to Klan activities with 
defendants and the purpose of the Klan (R. 440-442) 
was highly prejudicial as offering to prove a specific 
intent by mere association. That the purpose of the 
Klan was to maintain white supremacy was legiti- 
mate, in and of itself, under Amendment I, and the 
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. addition of the phrase by ballots or bullets”, stated 
dy Rowe to have been used “very often”, adds nothing. 
In fact, one would have to infer defendants used this 
expression, which is not a reasonable inference, or in- 
fer they heard the phrase used, which did not appear, 
and further infer they ascribed to it. As an inference 
on an inference it was highly prejudicial, since the 
court on the basis of this statement alone admitted 
into evidence U. S. Exhibit 41, a sawed off shotgun 
found in Gene Thomas’ home (R. 694-695; 708-709). 


H. U. S. Exhibits 36, 37 and 38 were packages of 
rounds of .38 caliber ammunition (R. 662-663) and 
U. S. Exhibit 41 was a sawed off shotgun (R. 707). 
These were seized purportedly under a search war- 
rant, U. S. Exhibit 35. Rules 41 (b) (2) and 41 (e) w, 
Fed. R. Crim. Proc., are quite specific a valid warrant 
shall issue only on establishing the grounds therefor, 
one ground being the property had been used aas a2 
means of committing a criminal offense. These facts 
are considered pertinent: (1) The autopsy on the body 
of Viola Luizzo was concluded about 2:00 A. M., on 
March 26, and a mutilated .38 caliber bullet recovered 
(R. 553-555) ; (2) The search warrant was issued pre- 
sumably during business hours of the United States 
Commissioner on March 26; (8) The warrant de- 
scribed the property as “guns, rifles, pistols, ammuni- 


„ (8) Rule 41 (b): 8 A warrant may be 
issued u nder this rule to search for and seize any prop- 
ert.. . (2) Designed or intended for use or which is or 
Ar 
ens ee 


Rule 41 (e): “Issuance and Contents. A warrant shall 
issue only on affidavit sworn to before the judge or com- 
missioner er establishing the grounds for issuing the 
warrant . , (ont he shall issue a warrant identifying _ 
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tien and various and sundry weapons”; (4) The crim- 
inal offense was “the shooting of Viola Luizzo“; (5) 
Eugene Thomas was arrested about 11:15 A. M., 
March 36 (R. 654, 670); (6) The search of Thomas’ 
home was at 2:07 P. M., March 26. See Exhibit 36. 


Appeilants, particularly Eugene Thomas, assert the 
shotgun and ammunition were obtained by an illegal 
search ind seizure in violation of Amendment IV.“ 
No motion was made to suppress this evidence before 
the trial because “opportunity therefor did not 
exist. Rule 41 (e), Fed R. Crim. Proc. The “shoot- 
ing of Viola Luizzo” did not state a federal offense, 
although it was a “criminal offense”. Appellants have 
“sen unable to locate any authority which answers the 

tion of this case: Is a federal search warrant valid 

.ca did not show on its face the property to be seized 
sed be n used as the means to commit a federal of- 
.cnse?“” This is a nation of two sovereigns and homi- 
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(9) “The right of the people to be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches 
and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall 
issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath and 
affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be 
searched, and the person or things to be seized.” 

(10) — 3 the argument in Point III, supra, that the 
—— abused its discretion in not allowing a bill of par- : 

u 


(11) But — U. S. v. O 508 Ricou-Brewster Building, 119 
FSupp 24 (DC, La), wherein the court stated, at p. 26, 


Particularly as to defen eae one te sted 
+ 
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cide is a state offense, not a federal one.“ The court 
stated in its charge “that it is not necessary toestablish . 
the offense here charged (conspiracy) to prove that 
the defendants intended to kill or did kill Mrs. Luizzo.” T 


(R. 97) Appellants contend the search warrant was 


invalid because on its face only a state offense was 
shown, over which the United States had no juris . 
diction, and also the homicide was not a necessary part 


of the proof of the alleged conspiracy, the federal ol. 
fense involved. Assuming, arguendo, a federal offene 


did not have to be recited for a valid federal search © 
warrant, then were “guns, rifles, pistols, ammunition 
and various and sundry weapons” the means used to 
commit the homicide? These items are not the “means” ; 
the “means” in homicide is that agency which caused 
the death, the person who pulled the trigger. A gun 
may give evidence that the person caused the death, no 
more, since a gun in and of itself cannot cause a death 
and a conviction can be secured without the instru- 
ment. The validity of this analysis is buttressed by 
cases involving other types of crime. In U. S. v. Harris, 
831 US 145, a search incident to a legal arrest revealed 
some draft cards, the possession of which was unlaw- 
ful. The draft cards, being part and parcel of the 
crime, were “means”, not mere evidence. In U. S. v. 
Rabinowitz, 339 US 56, forged government stamps 


0 12) Murder while commi 
ry crime until the 


a Sec. 241 conspiracy was 
— Sen, Stat Sec. 5508: 


offence is committed.” 


Acquittal of the felony or misdemeanor — 
court’ wap @ taae to poeueauiineeniae hae ae in the 
federal court. U. S. v. Mason, 213 US 115. : 7 


od 


* *. 

1 41 — They were at the core of the erime of pos- 
a session of the stamps. In U. S. v. Olmstead, 7 F2d 760 
od (DC,Wash), a search warrant issued to seize intoxi- 
ees cating liquors. Papers and documents indicating a 
32 conspiracy were taken and the court said illegally be- 


cause they were only evidence. In Woo Lai Chun v. 
U. S., 274 F2d 708 (CA9), the search warrant de- 
scribed certain items. Letters concerning the items 
were seized, and the court said illegally since they were 
not instrumentalities of the crime itself. See also 
Marron v. U. S., 275 US 192. Appellants’ contention 
is that the items described’in the warrant were mere 
evidence. Some of the cases above involved a search 
incident to a valid arrest, but the principle remains 
the same with or without a search warrant that evi- 

de cannot be seized since it is not that “means” of 

.: 41 (b) (2). To put it another way, in Rabinowitz 
iu H ‘rris a conviction could not be obtained without 
* die items seized. In Olmstead, Woo Lai Chun and 
ja Marron, conviction for conspiracy, if applicable, could 
be obtained without the items seized. See also U. S. v. 
Lefkowitz, 285 US 452. If the items described in this 
warrant be “means” and not evidence, then it follows 
all one would have to do to escape punishment for 
murder by shooting would be to destroy totally the 
‘weapon. 


ee 221. 


The warrant did not particularly describe the things ¢ é 
to be seized as commanded by Amendment IV. What 
could be more general than “guns, rifles, pistols, am- 
munition and various and sundry weapons“? Were 
all these used in the shooting of Viola Luizzo? How 
could that be when it was known from a fragment pre- 
viously recovered (R. 372; 555) and the bullet found 
on the autopsy (R. 555) that in all probability .38 cali- 
ber bullets had been fired into the car and one killed 
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her? And how could ammunition on the Thomas pretu- 
ises have been used in the shooting of Viola Luizzo? Cu 
its face, therefore, this was a general search warra:it 
proscribed against by Amendment IV. While a sear: h 
incident to a legal arrest cannot by its nature be pa: 
ticularized, a search warrant, whose office is a sear: h 
before arrest, can be particularized, especially ore 
issued after the commission of an offense and the 
search made after the arrest of a suspect. (Quer): 
What purpose can a warrant after arrest serve except 
to obtain evidence?) 


This search was not incident to a lawful arrest, s0 
if possession of a sawed off shotgun be a federal of- 
fense, which was seemingly recognized (R. 94), still 
the offense was not committed in the presence of the 
searching officers so as to make its seizure legal. U. S. 
v. Harris, supra. Stated otherwise, if there be an en- 
try under a legal search warrant, and during the 
search the FBI discovers the actual commission of an- 
other crime—which must be committed in their pres- 
ence—then they may arrest for that crime and have 
the legal right as an incident of the arrest, without a 
warrant, to search the place contemporaneously in 
order to find and seize the things used to carry on the 
crime discovered. 


Assuming, also — the shotgun and ammu- 
nition were legally seized they still would not be ad- 
missible, even on the question of intent (R. 709). Cf. 
Woo Lai Chun v. U. S., supra. No inferenee could be 
drawn from possession of this shotgun or ammunition. 
defendant EL entertained the specific intent ne- 
cessary for a 5241 conspiracy. It was far too remote 
to have probative value on this issue. 


Summarizing, appellants contend an illegal pearch 
and seizure because (1) the warrant was invalid since 
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no federal offense was shown on its face, (2) the items 
listed to be seized were evidence, and (3) the items 
were not particularized. If the warrant were invalid, 
the seizure was not justified as an incident to a legal 
arrest; and, if valid, the shotgun and ammunition 
were not admissible into evidence. 


POINT V 


The practice of allowing the prosecution to close 
the argument to the jury violates the due process 
elause of Amendment V. U. 8. Constitution, 
even without objection.’ 


Mr. Doar opened the argument to the jury (R. 911- 
918); Mr. Hardeman concluded the argument (R. 
42). Since Brown v. Board of Education, 347 
3, 493-495, fn. 11, it is not unsophisticated to 
u. ue > vchological etfects as determinative of con- 
S. utional issues. Appellants urge a reconsideration 
of the rule first announced in U. S. v. Bates, Fed Cas 
No. 14,543, 2 Cranch, CC405, which gave to the U. S. 
Attorney the right in criminal prosecution to close the 
argument before the jury on the general issue. This 
involves so fundamental and basic a proposition this 
Court can and should consider the question under the 
“Plain error rule. 


(13) (13) It ts the right of counsel for every litigant to press his 
claim, even though it appears far-fetched and unten- 
able, e ee Sacher v. 
U. S., 43 US 1, 9. 

(14) Rule 57, Fed. R. Crim. Proc., leaves to the District Court: 
the order of argument. See Hardie v. U. S., 22 F2d 803 
(CAS); U. S. v. El Rancho Adolphus Products, Inc., 140 
FSupp 645-¢DC, Pa). 

(18) Rule 52 (b) “Plain error. Plain errors or defects affect- 
ing substantial rights may be noticed although the 
were not brought to the attention of the court.” Fed. 
Crim. Proc. „ U. S., 171 F2d 354, 364 
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As in debate, apparently the rationale for the rule 
is to compensate the prosecution for having the bur- 
den of proof, or ultimate risk of non-persuasion; but 
even then it must be obvious defendants are unfairly 
handicapped, having no opportunity to reply. See Mus- 
grove, Competitive Debate Rules and Techniques, 
(Wilson,NY,1957) pp. 29-30. This even though the 
prosecution not be allowed to develop new arguments. 
See Moore v. U. S., 344 F2d 558, 560 (CA,DC). Al- 
though a jury be charged as to the burden of proof and 
the presumption of innocence (R. 86-88), nonetheless 
the determinative beliefs of the jury depend very 
largely on the final argument. See Summers, Whan & 
Rousse, How to Debate, (Wilson,NY, 1963) - “DP. 201- 
271. 


Some states by statute, see, ¢.g., Meade v. State, 85 
So2d 613 (F1a1956); Hart v. State, 88 GaApp 334, 
76 SE2d 561, allow a defendant the “important right” 
to conclude the argument where he offers no testimony 
but his own. Others do this by rule. See, ¢.g., State v. 
Roper, 203 NC 489, 166 SE 314. Still other states fol- 
low the practice a defendant has no right to close even 
when he does not offer testimony. See, ¢.g., Royals v. 
State, 36 AlaApp 11,56 So2d 363. The differing pro- 
cedures in state and federal courts concerning the 
right to close to the jury, particularly in the present 
advanced state of psychological study, indicate a new 
examination of this proposition is overdue in terms of 
federal constitutional standards. The psychological 
effects of having the final argument to the jury in the 

prosecution must, of necessity, dilute the presumption 
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last case in the Supreme Court found to treat the topic. 
Civil defendants do not have a presumption of innocence. 
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oe of intiocence clothing a defendant. Such a dilution, it 
— is urged, cannot but violate the due process clause of 
— | 
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POINT VI 

The falture of a court in a conspiracy trial under 

18 USC Sec. 211 to charge the jury the defend- 

ants must act with a specific intent to interfere 

with the federal right in question, which specific 

intent must be proved by the prosecution, is re- 

versible error, as in violation of Amendment V. 

U. S. Constitution, even without objection. 


In Price, the Court stated: 


“This Court has rejected the argument that the 
constitutionality of §241 may be affected by undue 
vagueness of coverage. The Court held with refer- 
ence to §242 that any ag renee f is cured by the 

" quirement that specifi e intent must be proved. 
Screws v. United States, 325 U.S. 91. There is 
no basis for distinction between the two statutes 
in this respect. See Williams I, 341 U.S., at 93- 
95 (Douglas, J.).“ 16 Led2d 279, £n20. 


Screws teaches a requirement of a specific intent to 
deprive a person of a federal right made definite by 
decision or rule of laws saves the act from any charge 

° of unconstitutionality, and the issue must be submitted 
under appropriate instructions to the jury. Screws v. 
U. S., supra, pp. 101, 103. A close reading of the charge! 
on the technical aspects of conspiracy (R. 88-96) re- ‘ 
veals only general instructions the evidence must show 
defendant “knowingly and willfully participated in 
the unlawful plan with the intent to advance or fur- 
ther some object or purpose of the conspiracy.” At no 
place did the Court charge that the jury had to find a 
specific intent to deprive a person of a federal right. 
Furthermore, the alleged federal right by court order 
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definite by decision or other rule of law, a requirement 

of Screws recognized in the Court’s opinion in Guest, 

16 Led2d 247. i) a 
* opinion he said: 


“But, as the Court holds, a t seienter ro- 
quirement saves 8241 from condemnation as a 
criminal statute failing to provide adequate no; 
tice of the proscribed eondu et.. We have enn. ö 
t 
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to participate in a protest march had not been made | 
! 


strued — to require proof that the persons 

ired to act in defiance, or in reck- 
less isrega , of an announced rule making the 
federal right specific and definite .. .” 16 Led2d 


265. . 
The court compounded and magnified its error in a C 
supplemental charge (R. 107-108) which defined con- 
spiracy” at the jury’s request. Specific intent was not 
mentioned; specific intent had to be charged to avoid | am 
the unconstitutionality of vagueness. 3 


/ 

For these failures to charge on specific intent of the 
alleged conspirators concerning the alleged specific 
and definite federal right, the court below must be 
reversed, even without objection, under the “plain 
error’ rule. Supra, fn. 15. Likewise this argument 
supports the propositions the indictment as to para- 
graph 4 should have been dismissed and the motion 
for judgment of acquittal granted. ; 
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Fer a -court te instruct a jury, even at the ro- 
quest of 2 defendant, that his failure to testify 
dows not create any presumption against him is 
fundameiita! error in violation of Amendment v. 


U. S. Constitution. 


The court below, at the request of the defendants, 
instructed the jury on the effects of their failure to 
testify (R. 96-97). Title 18 53481.“ reads that failure 
of a defendant to request to be a witness shall not 
create any presumption against him. Bruno v. U. S., 
306 US 287, held this provision gave an accused an 
indefeasible right to have the jury instructed by the 

* his failure to testify did not create any pre- 
tion against him. This decision rested on §3481. 
uri in v. California, 380 US 609, the Supreme 
. surt stated in essence the provision of the California 
Constitution which allowed court and prosecutor to 
comment on the failure of defendant to testify violated 
the self-incrimination guaranty of Amendment V, as 
the same is made applicable to the states by Amend- 
ment XIV. Thus, the right to have the court refrain 
from comment is now a constitutional right and not a 
statutory one in the federal courts. Compare Wilson 
v. U. S., 149 US 60. Since the right is a constitutional 


(17) “In trial of all 
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one, serious doubt is east upon the validity of Bruno. 
See Griffin, supra, p. 615, fn. 6.5. 


Prior to Griffin, the majority of states held there 
was a duty to grant a request to charge that failure to 
testify should not be taken against a defendant. Anno., 
84 Led 261, et seg. A basis for such a conclusion was 
waiver by the defendant. See, ¢.g., Carter v. State, 6 
OklaCrimRep 232, 118 P 264. Other state courts had 
held such a request to charge should be refused. See, 
6. g., Roberson v. Com., 274 Ky 49, 118 SW2d 157; 
Hanks v. Com., 248 Ky 203, 58 SW2d 394; Tines v. 
Com., 25 KyLRep 233, 77 SW 363. See also State v. 
Long, 324 Mo 205, 22 SW2d 809 (statute forbade com- 
ment on testimony). The rationale of this line of cases 
appears to be that the court’s giving the instruction 
did the very injury which it was the object of the law 
to prevent. 3 


Before Griffin, a defendant had only a statutory 
right which precluded comment in a federal trial. Now 
the right is a fifth amendment one. The question be- 
comes: Does a defendant by requesting a charge waive 
his constitutional right for the court to refrain from 
commenting on his failure to testify? The answer, in 
reason and logic, must be “No.” When a defendant 
takes the stand as a witness in his behalf he does so 
entirely at his own volition; and the court would have 
no power or authority to prevent him from doing so. 
By refusing to take the stand he has, done 80 entirely 
at his own volition; and the court would have no power 
or authority to compel him to do so. But when a de- 
fendant merely requests a charge, his own volition 
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upon whose judge rests the duty of charging the jury 
as to the law. Courts frequently refuse instructions 
whichwre not the law, and in so doing reject the posi- 
tion of a defendant. A defendant, as noted, has a con- 
stitutional right for the judge not to comment on his 
failure to testify, i.e., since Griffin, a judge is under 
a constitutional duty not to comment. When a judge 
decides to give such a charge requested by the defend- 
ant, which decision belongs to the judge alone, then 
that judge by his own act has breached his constitu- 
tional duty not to comment. He has determined the 
law to be he can comment on the failure to testify. 
Since that is not the law, the only action he can take 
astitutionally on a request by a defendant to instruct 
jury on the effects of his failure to testify is to 
oly * | 
The rationale of the minority of states is persuasive. 
There can be no waiver of this now substantial con- 
stitutional right and corresponding duty, and hence, 
in the present case, there was reversible error. See 
U.S. v. Lawson, 337 F2d 800, 811 (CA3). 
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POINT vm 


A supplemental charge te a jury in a criminal 
case which is coercive demands a reversal ofa | 
verdict and judgment of conviction. . 


| Ae the: jump tnd: be ee 
hours and had been retired for deliberations some 24 
hours (R. 103-113), they reported a hopeless deadlock — 
(R. 114). The court, sua sponte, gave a supplemental — 
charge, the greater part of which tracked that charge 
approved in Allen v. U. S., 164 US 492. See also Orton 
v. U. S., 221 F2d 632 (CA4). The court, however, 
added to the charge in language set forth in the State- 
ment of the Case, supra, p. 41. The charge was ob- 
jected to (R. 117). ‘ 8 

The statement concerning the time the jury had de- 
liberated, it is submitted, was coercive in that these 12 
men could more properly construe it as one the jury 
would be forced to deliberate, no matter how long, 
until a verdict was reached (R. 115). Coupled with 
the statement it was “very desirable” for the jurors 
to agree upon a verdict (R. 115), the instruction was 
tantamount to “You have got to reach a verdict in this 
case.” This was reversible error. Jenkins v. U. S., 
880 US 445. 


Expense has absolutely nothing to do with a jury 
reaching a verdict, yet expense was given explicitly 
as a reason a verdict should be reached (R. 115). In 
Wolin v. U. S., 211 F2d 770 (CAA), expense was men- 
tioned; hut there, contrary to here, the court in- 
structed the jury by saying costs had nothing to do 
with a verdict and was not to be taken into considera- 
tion in determining guilt or innocence. Id., at 772. 
Without the benefit of the clarifying instructions of 
Wolin, it is submitted the charge as to expense was co- 
ercive and erroneous requiring a reversal. 
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vee POINT Ix 
The evidence, taken in the light mest favorable 
te the prosecution, manifests it was not suffi- 
cient te support a verdict and judgment of con- 
viction and the verdict of judgment was against 
the great weight of the evidence. 


The defendants moved as for a judgment of acquit- 
tal when the United States rested (R. 823). Evidence 
for defense primarily was directed toward impeach- 
ment of certain witnesses and an alibi (R. 826-910). 
Appellants would argue the testimony and evidence 
with each and every doubt resolved in favor of the 
prosecution precludes everything except a verdict and 
judgment of “Not Guilty”. Appellants would give full 

right to the testimony of Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., 

acknowledged paid informer whose testimony was 
noc t.: sreby invalidated but which fact would go to the 
weignt thereof; and the court may properly should 
have instructec the jury on paid informers. U. S. v. 
Baxter, 342 F2d 773 (CA6). 


The part of Viola Luizzo in the protest march came 
only from Leroy Moton. He got her car on March 18 
and had it unti] March 25 (R. 594-595). For what 
purpose she gave him the use of this car is not dis- 
closed. On March 24, Moton carried her to the march 
(R. 595), but it is not known whether she went as a 
mere spectator, or for some other purpose entirely 
apart from a participation therein. On the 25th, after 
the march was over, Viola Luizzo took some people 
from St. Jude to the airport and Selma (R. 596). Al- 
though not shown to have been of his own knowledge, 
Moton said these people had participated in the march 
(R. 596). He further stated he did not know whether 
or not she was working with the march (R. 601). Viola 
Luizzo, then, had lent her car to Moton for an un- 


¢ 


rr „ . oom ate ** 
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ä — had gone to St. Jude for an unknown 

urpose; had given a ride to some participants. Ap- 

oo contend with no pouel of Sur pestiaiies 8 
the march as averred in paragraph 4 of the in dict 
ment, her modicum of support could not be raised to eee 
the point it could be said she had exercised aright r 
privilege secured to her by the Constitution or laws f 

the United States. See Points I and II, supra. Ifto, « 
the cloak of federal power extended to anyone and 
everyone not participating in the march who gave 1 
money, food or lodging; who spoke or wrote in favor 

of the march; who was a member of any organization 
that endorsed the march, etc., ad infinitum. The only 
possible conclusion which could be drawn to escape 
Amendment V due process ‘vagueness was that Viola 
Luizzo had not exercised any right within the pur- 
view of 5241, and the crime, if any, was a substantive _ „ 
one committed in concert, not a conspiraey. | eae 


This Court is asked to take judicial notice of ap- 
proximate distances between certain municipalities 
and points in the State of Alabama. Carroll v. U. S., ee 
267 US 182, 159, 160; Weaver v. U. S., 298 F2d 496 21 
(CA5) ; Mutual Ben. Life Ins. Co. v. Robison, 58 F 723 — 
(CCA8). (See Ricaud v. American Metal Co., 246 US 
804, as to determinative effect a fact established by 
judicial notice may have in an appellate court). The 
distances are well within limits testified to * 339; „ 
350-351; 387). i 

Rowe testified they were stopped st about 6:18 a , 
P. M., by state troopers at a radar post enroute from 
Montgomery to Selma on Thursday, March 25, 1965 


(R. 418), confirmed by MeGaha (R. 629). This point 
was 11 miles east of Selma (R. 624). Rowe said his 
group went to Silver Moon Cafe, about 2 or 8 blocks 


from Pettus Bridge (R. 420), arriving at a tims elos er 
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to 7 tan 6 P. M. (R. 499). Ouida Larson testified 

the four came in between 7 and 8:30 P. M. (R. 572). 
Rowe stated they were in Silver Moon about 55 or 40 
minutes, perhaps a little longer (R. 500). If we grant 
Rowe arrived at Silver Moon at 6:45 P. M., and stayed 
85 minutes, the time was 7:20 P. M. The trip to the 
vicinity of Brown’s Chapel Church took 20 or 25 min- 
utes (R. 503). The time was 7:10 P. M., and they were 
at the ord traffic light from the bridge (R. 503). Leroy 
Moton was quite positive he and Viola Luizzo left 
Selma at 7:34 P. M. (R. 609). 


At the radar point 11 miles east of Selma, Rowe 
said he saw a Volkswagen type station wagon (R. 
430). The ticket for this vehicle was timed at 7:50 

M. (R. 628). Rowe said the speed along this 11 

s went up to %0 and 100 miles an hour (R. 428). 
rom Selma to the scene was 27.4 miles (R. 363), 
sence 16.4 miles from the radar point to the scene, 
and 3.1 miles from that point to the end of the 4 lane 
highway (R. 363). Rowe stated they were going 60 
to 65 miles an hour when the shooting occurred (R. 
504); Shanahan said Rowe told him it was in excess 
of 90 and 100 miles an hour (R. 315). At 60 miles an 
hour they arrived at the scene about 8:17 P. M. Rowe 
told Shanahan the shooting occurred about 8:30 P. M. 
(R. 310). Moton said the time was about 8:00 P. M. 
(R. 610). Ae 


Rowe stated to Shanahan that Viola Luizzo turned 
and looked directly at the automobile just before Wil- 
kins and Eaton fired (R. 313). Rowe confirmed this 
position of Mrs. Luizzo (R. 433), and he said Wilkins 
fired 2 fast shots into the front window when the back 
of their car was just about even with the front of hers 
and before Eaton fired (R. 433). After Wilkins fired 
Thomas speeded up to get around the Luizzo car and 
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this was when Eaton started to fire (R. 488). (The 
testimony of Marion Williams, R. 769-770, is entirel: 
inconsistent with this). Dr. Shoffeit testified the bul - 
let entered the head at a point slightly forward o” — 


the lower part of the left ear and ranged to the right. 


slightly upward and slightly to the rear to a point a. 
the base of the brain where the cord is connected tc. 
the brain” and the cord was almost severed at the base 


of the brain (R. 554). Marion Williams testified the 


only bullet hole found in the driver's window, which 


bullet went into the rain gutter, was about 2½ inches 


down from the top and about 6 or 8 inches forward of 
the back edge of the window (R. 765). If Viola Luizzo 
were looking directly at the Rowe car when the shots 
were fired and Rowe and she practically opposite each 
other it seems highly improbable the bullet would have 
struck Viola Luizzo where it did and take the course 
it did. And, if Thomas speeded up immediately it is 
similiarly highly improbable Rowe could have seen the 
window “shatter and break” (R. 309-313), especially 
with Wilkins occupying the right hand seat. 


Rowe said after the shooting they accelerated to 90 
or better, and threw the casings out at that speed (R. 
506); Rowe to Shanahan was 110 miles an hour (R. 
816). The casings found by Riley were .55 of a mile 
from the scene (R. 591), which at 90 miles an hour 
would take 22 seconds, at 110 miles an hour about 18 
seconds, all the while engaged in conyersation and un- 


loading weapons (R. 317-318). It will be noted Agent 


Riley fourfd the .38 caliber casings scattered along the 
shoulder of the road from 2 to 8 or 9 feet from the edge 
(R. 589).. Common sense dictates the conclusion cas- 
ings thrown from an automobile traveling from 90 to 
110 miles an hour would be caught in the windstream,. 
carried to the rear of the car, and in all probability 


"would be in the road. (Query: Where were the 22 
caliber casings thrown out almost simultaneously?) 


ving the scene at about 8:17 P. M., they pro- 
ceeded to St. Francis Motel, arriving about 8: 287 P. M. 
(R. 509). It was about 50 miles from Pettus Bridge 
to St. Francis (R. 386), so it was about 22.6 miles 
from the scene to St. Francis. If Thomas were driving 
at speeds 90 and above, this took only 15 minutes. 
There was a 90 degree turn at St. Francis to get onto 
the bypass, a 90 degree turn at an entrance to Max- 
well Field, and another 90 degree turn to get onto 
U. S. 31 North. The Court is asked also to notice 
judicially from the point around the intersection of 
. S. 31 and 80 to Prattville was a congested area, and 
it it was approximately 73.3 miles from Montgom- 
21 Francis) to Alabaster, two Nicorporated mu- 
‘ticip_lities in Alabama. They detoured for about 12 
miles (R. 435; 511) and stopped at a service station 
about 6 minutes (R. 511). Total distance was 85.3 
miles and at 90 miles an hour average this took about 
64 minutes or 70-minutes total. The time was about 
9:47 P. M., in Alabaster, another congested area, or 
9:42 P. M., if a 90 mile an hour average from the scene 
to St. Francis is allowed. 


From Alabaster to Bessemer, both incorporated mu- 
nicipalities in Alabama, over County Roads 44, 17 and 
52 and State 150, was about 23.4 miles, with three 90 
degree turns in Alabaster, 1 to get onto County 17, 
and 5 miles of winding, narrow road on County 52. 
Bessemer was also a congested area. This 23.4 miles 
at 90 miles an hour average took about 17 minutes and 
the time was 9:59 P. M. From Bessemer to Brighton, 
both incorporated municipalities, and both congested, 
was about 1.3 miles, or 1 minute. The time was 10:00 


b ieaamenaame 


. 


versed, with traffic lights and the like; the 90 degree . 


turns; and with 20,000 to 30,000 people in Montgom- 


by bias or prejudice. The statement of Thomas to . 


Gettings (R. 724) was more reasonable and consistent 
in that the group went back to Birmingham (Besse- 


mer) via Selma, which was about 120 miles through 


Prattville or about 100 milés through Maplesville and 


Clanton. Leaving Selma around 7:45 P. M., the group, 


at a realistic average speed, arrived within the time 


testified to. 


tm. ppellants contend the verdict and judgment as 
against the great weight of the evidence, and inas- 
much as primary reliance was had by the United States 


ment here of reversal.“ 


on the murder of Viola Luizzo, there should be a judg- 


J 10 J 
~~‘ SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION _.w: 


THE JUDGMENT OF CONVICTION OF COLLIE 
LEROY WILKINS, IR., AND EUGENE THOMAS 
‘S:iOULD BE REVERSED. ; 


Appellants submit demonstrative and prejudicial 
error occurred in the trial: (A). Price and Guest make 
it clear a 8241 indictment is fatally defective which 

docs not allege state involvement where an Amend- 
ment XIV right is concerned, i. e., one not secured by 
the Constitution and laws of the United States. (B). 
An indictment is fatally defective which enlarges the 
statutory definition of the crime. (C). Abuse of judi- 
cial discretion in denying a bill of particulars is error 
to 2 reversal. (D). Testimony and evidence admitted 
er objection which works a substantial injury re- 
cvires a reversal. (E). Allowing the United States to 
cl.ze the argument on the general issue is a violation 
of due process. (F). Failure to charge on specific in- 
tent causes §241 to be vague in violation of the due 
‘process clause. (G). An instruction to a jury on the 
failure to testify violates the self-incrimination clause 
of Amendment V. (H). A coercive charge to a jury 
violates due process. (I). For proof of guilt to be pre- 
dicated on conjecture and against the great weight of 
the evidence is error to a reversal. 


Respectfullf submi 


Arthur J. Hanes ‘ 
a Suite 506, Frank Nelson Building 
ö Birmingham, Alabama 85208 


rod Blanton, Jr. 
- Suite 1627, 21-21 Building 
Birmingham, Alabama 85208 
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1. Fred Blanton, Jr., of counsel for Collie Leroy Wil- 1 
; kins, Jr., and Eugene Thomas, appellants herein, and 
a member of the Bar of the United States Court e 
Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, hereby certify I rde 
the requisite copy of the foregoing Brief forthe Ap» ‘©. =: 
pellants upon the United States Attorney for tze 
Middle District of Alabama, Montgomery, Alabama.. j 3 
the Honorable Ben Hardeman, by depositing the ame 
in the United States mails, postage first class prepaid, 
and properly addressed to him at his office in Mont- 
gomery, Alabama. 3 
It is further certified a copy of Brief for Appellants 2 
was served on the Honorable John Doar, Assistant At- et: 
torney General, Washington, District of Columbia, by 
mailing the same to him at his office in Washington, 
District of Columbia, United States postage first class 
prepaid. pe 


This the day of June, 1966. 5 


_CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE _ 5 ö 
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' _CONTTED STATES GOVIRUNMENT. 
2 


Memorandum 
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6 7 1 belesen ae pate: July 7, 


— * 1 — Ar. 
FROM: 4. Rosen 12 Mr. 
7 5 ry lil - Mr. 
7° | a ae! ur. 
SURJECT: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; i Mr. 
VIGLA LIUZZO - VICTIM i - Mr. 
CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS i - Mr. 


The Bureau has received a copy of Appellants’ 
Brief to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, New Orleans 
Brief reviewed. No criticism made of FBI. Appellants 
raise nine points in argumentj Some concern wording of 
the indictment and/or the search warrant prepared by the 
U. 8. Attorney and/or Departmental Attorney. Subjects are 
Klan members and copy of Brief sent by their attorneys to 
the Director, No acknowledgment being made. One of 
Appellants’ attorneys is Arthur J. Hanes who entered on 
duty as a Special Agent on 10-25-48 and resigned 84-51. 
Hanes. 18 also a former mayor of Birmingham, Alabama, and 
bas been a staunch segregationist. No derogatory information = 
located in Bufiles on other attorney Fred Blanton, Jr. 


BAC TDU W OF CASE 

irs. Viola Liuzzo, civil rights worker of Detroit, 
Michigan, was shot and killed on the night of 3-25-65 in 
Lowndes County, Alabama. Sbe had participated in the march 
that day from Selma to Montgomery and was engaged in trans- 
porting marchers back to Selna at time of ber death. On 
basis of information furnished by Bureau informant Gary 
Thomas Rowe, three subjects were identified and arrested on 
Federnl Civil Rights charges (Title 18, Section . „ 
within twenty-four hours of the shooting. | ; 


PROSECUTIVE ACTION 

One of the subjects, Collie Leroy Wilkins, was 
tried twice in state court and his second trial ended in 
acquittal, The three subjects were tried in.U. 8. District 
Court on the Civil Rights charges and were found guilty 
by jury on 12-3-65. Bach was sentenced to ten years and 
released on $10,000 bond ponding appeal. One subqeet. 
Nang Eaton, suffered a bear attack 379-66. ar and 12124. 
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Mom in · lum to Mr. Delon 5 
NR: . UGRNR THOMAS | 


the Drief determined the appeal is based on 4006906 e A 
daw and trial procedures. The Appellant set forth port 10 
of testimony of fourteen Special Agents of the FBI as 
reficcted in the trial record. No allegations or criticisms 
were made about the FBI or its employees. The Appellant 
races nine points in the Argument. Some of the points 
concern wording of the indictment and/or the search 


warrant prepared by the U. 8. Attorney and/or Departmental 
Attorney. 


Point number IV dates that a shotgun and 


ammunition seized on 3-26-65 at subject Thomas’ home. __ . 
were obtained by an illegal search and seizure. og pom 
the Special Agents obtained the Weapon pursuant oa 
search warrant issued by the U. 8. Commissioner on gane 
dat o. The evidence seized was admitted into the record 
during the trial. 


Appellant contends that the search wantin aie 
describing the property as “guns, rifles, pistols, ammnition 
and vor ious and sundry weapons” connected with the 
shoot ing of Viola Liuzzo" was invalid because (1) the 
shooting was a state crime and no Federal offense vas 

shon on the face of the warrant, (2) the items to be 

seizod were evidence, and (3) the items seized were 

not particularized. 


Copies of the Brief have been served on 
Assistant Attorney General John Doar of the Civil Rights ... 
Division and no dissemination is required by the Bureau. 
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This appeal is being followed by the New Orleans | 
Office and you will be kept advised. 
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


- June 27, 1966 
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The attached copy of the Brief for 

Appellants in the Collie Leroy Wilkins, . Weser 

and Eugene Thomas, versus United 1 e 1 : 
States of America case was sent to - . saves —— 
‘the Director from Fred Blanton, ees 
Suite 1627, 2121 Building, 


AR. JONES 


Birmingham, Alabama. TELE. ROOM 


pote epee EST PETE BO 


fy MSs KMOLMES 
Frad Blanton, Jr. was one of the ieee eee, 5 ae 
attorneys for the appellants. — 


„ 
Numerous references are made to the FBI and Bureau 
personnel throughout the Brief. 
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UNITED STATES GO” NMENT 
Memoranaum 


DIRECTOR, FBI (44-28601) var: 38/18/66 


SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-3954) (5p) 
| , 

EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; 

VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, Aka. 


ET AL = VICTINS 
CR; EL 


Re New Orleans letter to Bureau, 6/24/66. 


On 8/17/66, 
Fifth Circuit Court of W Orleans, 
made available two copies of Brief for Appellee, #23289, | 
filed 8/16/66, copy of which is enclosed for the Bureau 
and Mobile. 


Will advise the Bureau and Mobile of decision 
in this matter. 
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TO PIREGIOR  44-28601. 
FROM MOBILE 44-1245 
EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL; VIOLA GREGG L1UZZO, AKA, ET At - 
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OW THIS DATE, USA BEN Ha DEAN -ADVISED stare OF ALABAMA 


— 22 — — 0 * —— . — — — = 


2 3 es 


REQUESTING ALL ITEMS OF EVIDENCE ENTERED IN THE TRIAL OF 
SUBJECTS IN USDC, MONTGOMERY, ALA. , BE MADE AVAILABLE 10 . ) 
STATE ATTORNEY FOR USE DURING STATE TRIAL OF i bc Le 7 


SUBJECT THOMAS IW HAYNEVILLE, AL A., MONDAY, WIWE IWENTYSIX 
NEXT. 
— 


. 


HARDEMAN STATES HE DESIRES AGENT PRESENT WHER EVIDENCE 
TRANSFERRED IF REQUEST GRANTED BY COURT OF APPEALG IW ORDER } 0 N 


T0 PRESERVE CHAIN OF EVIDENCE. ty 12 e 


UACB, HARDENAN'’S REQUEST me HONORED IW EVENT 
EVIDENCE TRANSFERRED. 
BIRMINGHAM ADVISED AIRMAIL. 17561 2 weet. E ~~ 
7 n e * 1 SEP 10 58 
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234 PN GENT 9-21-66 JGA 
TO DIRECTOR 44-2860! AND WEW YORK 
FROM BIRMINGHAM 44-1236 
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EUGENE THOMAS; ETALs3 VIOLA GREGG LIUZ ZO, AKA; ETAL - VICTIMS. 
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( RE MOBILE TEL TO BUREAU AND BIRMI NGHAM, INSTANT bark. 

FOR INFO OF NEW YORK, ALABAMA ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL, = 
MONTGONERY,-ALA. THIS DATE ADVISED SUBJECT THOMAS SLATED FOR TRIAL 
IN CIRCUIT COURT, LOWNDES COUNTY, HAYNEVILLE, ALA., ATONE En. 2° 
SEPTEMBER TWENIYSIX, WEXT. ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL DESIRED Sa 


ae BE PRESENT FOR TRIAL AND PREPARED TO PRESENT SANE TESTIMONY as { 
DURING PREVIOUS TRIALS. 12 15 es £7, 
UACB SA a «1. APPEAR AS WECESSARY VITWESS 15 
- “REGARD TO ABOVE DESCRIBED TRIAL. ONE AIRMAIL COPY 70 MOBILE. OTHER 
“OFFICE ADVISED SEPARATELY. : 
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REMOTEL TO BUREAU, SEPTEMBER SIXTEEW Last.“ re 


On THIS DATE, USA BEN HARDEMAN, MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, MADE 
AVAILABLE ORDER ISSUED BY FIFTH DISTRICT COURT OF APPEALS. 4 
JUDGE JOHN c. GODBOLD SEPTEMBER WINETEEN, SIXTYSIX tn CONNECTION 
WITH REQUEST OF THE STATE FOR RELEASE OF CERTAIN EVIDENCE FROM : 
THE CLERK OF USDC, MDA. THIS ORDER READS 10 PART AS. FOLLOWS: : 


“THE SAID MOTION 1s GRANTED SUBJECT Ibis 
ii UP iY LO 5 ee, 
_ GOWDITEONS: ORE, THE ITEMS OF EVIDENCE SHALL, or RELEASED. 3 


INTO THE TEMPORARY CUSTODY OF A “REPRESENTATIVE OF THE TFOR 26 wep 
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION AND SHALL REMAIR In HIS: ‘CUSTODYAL. ae Ge 


ALL TIMES EXCEPT nE. ADMITTED INTO EVIDENCE CIF e *> 
* a 1525 
IN SAID STATE TRIAL. _ AFTER. COMPLETION | or THE State TRIAL - 
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‘ 10 44-1243 „ „„ — — ome e 5 


IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF LOWNDES COUNTY, ALABAMA, ‘ALL OF 841d 
EVIDEWCE CINCLUDING Aly PLACED in EVIDENCE) SHALL BE TAKER ; 
BACK INTO THE CUSTODY OF A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE FEDERAL - bie 
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION AND RETURNED TO THE CLERK OF me 
UNITED STATES „ COURT FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF 


_ ALABAMA.” 5 were 


— 88 


UACB, THE EVIDEWCE INCLUDED 1 THE MOTION FILED BY THE 


Safe OF ALABAMA WILL BE OBTAINED FORM CLERK or usde Sir tix- Pi: 
. BER TWENTYTHREE WEXT BY A BUREAU AcEnt AND MADE AVAILABLE a 


FoR STATE USE IN CIRCUIT COURT 2 LOWNDES COUNTY MORNING or 

SEPTEMBER TWENTYSIX Ey. 3-7. | 
BIRMINGHAM ADVISED AIRMAIL, -P. 
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VIOLA GREGG LIuzzo, AKA, ET AL. Wick 4 
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CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS 

OO: HOLILE 


ur, Maloach „ September 21, 1966 i. 
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FROM 


On September 16, 1966, the State of Alabama filed 
a motion vith the Fifth U. 8. Circuit Court Judge John 
. Godbold, request ing that all items of evidence entered n 
the trial of subjects Eugene Thomas, Leroy Wilkins, and 
William Eaton in U. 8. District Court, Montgomery, sions, 
be made available to the State Attorney for use during the 


state trial of subject Thomas in Hayneville ‘ Alabama, 
September 26, 1966. „ ore ~ oN 


On September 19, 1966, v. 8. Circuit Judge 
Godbold issued an order granting the motion of the state 
For release of the evidence from the Clerk of the U. 8. 
District Court, Middle District of Alabama. The order 
grants the motion of the state on the condition that the 
items of evidence be released by the Clerk of the District 
Court to the custody of a representative ‘of the FBI and 
shall remain in his custody except when admitted into 
evidence in the state trial. After completion of the state 
trial, nll of the evidence shall be returned to the Clerk . 
of the District Court by the representative of the FBI. 


It is noted that the State of Alabama * bringing 
subject Eugene Thomas to trial on September 26, 1966, on 
charges of murdering Mrs. Viola Liuzzo in Hayneville, | 
Alabama, on March 25, 1965. -In April, 1965, all three | 
subjects were indicted by the state on murder charges. They 

-were granted a severance, and Subject Wilkins was tried by 
.the state in May, 1965. This trial ended in a hung jury. 
Wilkins Faß again tried by the state in September, 1965, and 
was acguitted, 411 three of the subjects were tried in v. 8. 
District Court on Federal Civil * 4 sgh rs 
N 4/1 - 296A. ; 


CONTINUED OVER 2 /26 5 1 9 
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Rosen to beLoach Memorandum 
RE: EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL. 


fond guilty by the jury on December 3, 1965, Each of the ~ 
subjects was sentenced to ten years in prison, Subjects. 
Eugene Thomas and William Eaton were never tried on the 
murder charges by the state. Subject William Eaton suffered 
a heart attack on March 9, 1966, and died, . 
A 

The evidence now in the custody of the U. 8. 
District Court, which the state has now requested for use 
in the state trial of Eugene Thomas is evidence primarily 
developed in the FBI's investigation of the shooting and 
consists primarily of the murder weapon and bullets and 
material obtained at the crime scene search, Any such ; 
evidence produced in the state trial will necessarily have 
to be introduced by the Agents who obtained the evidence, 
The United States Attorney Ben Hardeman, Middle District of 
Alabama, has advised that it would be desirable for a 
Bureau representative to be present when the evidence is 
transferred from the District Court to the state and 
jreturtied in order to preserve the chain of evidence, © 


— 


b 


ACTION: The evidence included in the motion filed by 

the Btate of Alabama will be obtained by a Bureau Agent 

from the Clerk of the U. 5, District Court and made 
available for state use in Circuit Court, Lowndes County, 
Alabama, on September 26, 1966, at the trial of Eugene 
Thomas. Agents will testify as to their obtaining the 
evidence and the examinations made of the evidence if called 
upon to do 50, - ee : „„ 
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ALABAMA ASSISTANT ATTORNEY "GENERAL, ‘Joe BRECK, GANTT,’ rT 
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, THIS DATE STATED TRIAL or SUBJECT THOMAS ; 
IW CIRCUIT COURT, LOWNDES COUNTY, HAYNEVILLE, ALABAMA, 18 SET 
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ville, Ale on 9/26/66. USA BEN HARDENAN tgomery, Aa., 
was adviz.u, and he has no objection to SA res ponding. 
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JOE BRECK GANTT,. ASSISTANT ATTORNEY, GENERAL, ¢STATE 4 di, 


ALABAMA, PRESENTED THE MONTGOMERY RESIDENT AGENCY ,WITH A lust] * 


OF SEVENTY-FIVE NAMES ON THE VERIRE FROM WHICH 4 8 JURY 5 
IS TO BE DRAWN IN CONNECTION WITH THOMAS’ TRIAL. {ue REQUESTED 

an INOICES ‘CHECK TO DETERMINE ANY KLAR CORMECTIONS 0. RACIAL. 4 
{HVOLVENENT. RESULTS OF 1NDICES CHECK wit. 101 bE e Gantt > 


uur BUREAU APPROVAL 18 RECEIVED. - “MOBILE Inptces 229 % “BS 
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VICTIMS. c HI. : 14 q 
Kn SEPTEMBER TWENTYSIX sIxtysix. "77" . = 
TRIAL RESUMED AT: t ant THIRTY an SEPTENBER vers 1 WES! te 
SIXTYSIX AND A JURY WAS. QUICKLY ‘PICKED, : “COMPOSED OF H „. * 
WEGROES AND “FOUR w tts. _ TESTIMONY PROCEEDED: in ACCORDANCE, .. £3 , 
WITH THE LINE or PREVIOUS TRIALS WITH THE EXCEPTION ‘OF ‘rue 7 
TESTIMONY OF ROWE WHO ‘DID WOT APPEAR. DEFERSE consisteD | oF’ io +" 
_ TESTIMONY OF COTTON NICHOLS, OF SELMA PD, WHO GOT, FIRST REPORT. 7 
FROM LEROY MOTON AND ‘Two PERSONS I BAR'IN einige, to Mien 
DEFENDANTS HAD GONE AFTER SHOOTING. DEFENDANT DID, WoT testihy 48 OF 
' FOUR THIRTY PM, CST, ALL TESTIMONY HAD BEEN ENTERED and; Fr . 
CLOSING ARGUMENTS WERE iv PROCESS. JUDGE INDICATED “HE WOULD. <3 
REMAIN UNTIL A DECISION vas REACHED. *. 
BUREAU WILL BE REPT ADVISED. ber 
END ) : a : 
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3 - Mr. McGowan r 
EUGENE THOMAS ; ET AL.; 7 — Mr, Hines Ae 
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, AKA, ET AL. ur. Wick, 


CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 1 Conrad, 
OO: MOLILE : 


8 ‘i 
Eugene Thomas, th only remaining subject. éharged 2 
by the state for the murder of Mrs, Liuzzo who has hot — | IH 
tried, is scheduled for trial September 26, 1966. Subject AN * 
Collie Leroy Wilkins was previously tried by the state and 
acquitted, Thomas, Wilkins, and William Eaton were all — 
tried on Federal Civil Rights ¢ charges and cohvicted and 


sentenced to ten years. Bubject William Eaton woe 75 per 
May, 1966, 8 be er he 8 


~~ 


.. Mobile advised the state has 0 —- 
Special Agents Marion B. Williams of the Laboratory, 4» | 
‘Lawrence Gettings and Bdward M. Lahey Birmingham, and My 
Archibid L. Riley and Roy H. Eveland of Mobile, al&0 appear 
and testify as they did in the previous trials of subjects. 
The defense has subpoenacd SA Robert L. Frye to testify 
concerning his interview of Leroy Moton who accompanied a 
urs. Liuzzo on the night of. ‘the shooting. +e: 0 = 


GA Narion Williams has testified at nee 
trials concerning the crime scene senrch and his examination 
of the murder weapon and bullets, S8S/A'‘'s Riley and Eveland 
of Nobile have testified regarding their {investigation at 
the crime scene and their participation in the crime scene 
search, Sii's Gettings and Lahey have testified at previous 
trials concerning their arrest of Bugene Thomas and $he - 
search of his residence by search warrant, - 3 5 oath 
Departmental Attorney Janes 8 wae 0 on 
Be ptenber 20, 1966, of the subpoena of SA Frye and of the . 
requcst of phe state that the other Agents bs agg ot at — 1 1 


Thomas’ statc trial on September 26, 1966. r- a 
1966,.Turner advised that the Dopartnent hase no o wer | 


meeps cc 26% N as 
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Rosen to DeLoach Memorandum 
RE: EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL. ; 
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tag SA Frye testifying for the defendant regarding his 85 
interview with Leroy Moton and the other Agents appearing | 


and testifying as they did at previous trials and stated 
that they should do so, » eo 


ACTION: Attached for approval is a teletype to tle Field 
instructing the Agents to appear and testify in line ,»withb 
their testimony at * He trials of this matter. . J 


SA Marion B. Williams of the Laboratory has been 


I 4 
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. — 5 
5 * = i . * * 
* " 5 2 * - 2 8 awe W eS OO 
„ „ eG @ oe +--- . - *s ~ - 


advised and will testi fy as requested, 4 
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„„ Boy:tembe „ 1965 
GENERAL INVESTIGATIV .. DIVISION 


* 
Eugene Thomas, William D. daton, and 
Collie Leroy Wilkins were previously 
convicted in Federal court on conspiracy 
charges relating-to the fatal shooting of 
civil rights Worker Mrs. Viola Liuzzo on 
3/25/65; all Seceived 10-year sentences. 
Subject Wilkins previously acquitted in 
state court regarding local charges related 
to shooting. Subject Eaton died earlier 
this year. Attached teletype advises ‘* 
subject Thomas acquitted of local charges. 
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VIOLA GREGG LIUz zO, AKA, ET AL, - 1 - Mr. — af a 
VICTIMS a } „ 
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION | LAWB | i ee 5 


2 5 | 
2 Eugene Thomas, the only Wann subject ani 6— v2 
me state with the murder of Mrs. Viola fiuzzo who has not been tried, 5 
is scheduled for 2 state Court, Haynevillu, Alabama, — 7 SWE é 
Subject Collie Leroy Wilkins was previo tried by the ~~ 
acquitted. Thomas, Wilkins and WillianſcFaton were all ited on 2 
Federal Civil Rights charges and Convicted and sentenced to ten years. 


Subject William Eaton died in May, 190866. 1 . ae 


5 ————— of the Mobile Office called today BIC 
and stated that Alabama Assistant rney General Joe Breck Gantt 


who is handling the prosecution of Thomas, contacted the Montgomery 
Resident Agency and requested that the names of 33 individuals on the 

juror list from which the Thomas jury will be selected be checked through 
the indices of the Mobile Office, Gantt requested that any pertinent 
information in the files of the Mobile Office indicating Klan or titizen a 
council membership on the part of individuals on the jury list be furnished 


to ** for his assistance in connection with the selection of the jurors. 8 bn 


According to he selection of the jury is to commence - 
at 1 p,m, CST (3 p,m, Washington time) today. © OO) ean 


in connection with the second trial in state court of Collie a 
Wilkins in October, 1965, the Department requested that a similar check 
be conducted for state officials for their agsistance and the results thereof 


’ orally furnished to the State Prosecutor, This was done, The request of 


Prosecutor Gantt today for similar information has been discussed with 
Departmental attorney James Turner who nn that we comply with 
this * request. , CL* om: 2 2 0 
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4 emerandum to Mr. De Loach 
: EUGENE THOMAS 


The Mobile Office has riss that there is nothing 
derogatory in the files of that office concerning Joe Breck Gantt, 
Assistant Attorney General of the State of Alabama. Kt is noted 
that Gantt is Assistant to Richmond Flowers, the Alabama 
attorney who has been opposed to Governor George Wallace in tine 
manner in which Alabama has handled its integration and Negro 
problems, Gantt handled 29 — of Wilking in October, 1965. 

SI 

The Mobile Office ins * 8 advised that of these 
33 individuals on the list to be checked, more than half of them 
are Negroes and therefore, will not have any Klan or citizen 
council affiliation. 3 AG 1 70 

The Mobile Office recommends that ‘check of ee 
indiées be made and that the United States Attorney dr the ‘i 
Departmental Attorney on the scene in Montgomery, Alabama, | 

be orally advised of the results of the check and that either the 
United States Attorney or the Departmental Attorney furnish - - 
the information to the Assistant Attorney General of the State of | 

Alabama... „ 3 3 tat a 

ACTION: H approved, the Nobile Office will be authorized to 

furnish orally to the United States Attorney or the Departmental 

Attorney on the scene the results of the office indices check so" 
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EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL.; 
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, AKA., ET AL., , 
VICTIMS; CR; EL 12 


At the request of Alabama Attorney General Richmond Flowers, N 
Marion E. Williams appeared in Hayneville, Alabama, on 9/27/66, and testifled 
at the trial of Eugene Thomas. Flowers was assisted by Mr. Joe B. Gantt 


Judge T. W. Thagard presided. The defendant was represented by M Mr. Arthur 
| Hanes (former Bureau Agent). 


Thomas, along with Collie L. Wilkins and W. O. Bsisn’ ome indicted 
for the murder of Viola Liuzzo, a civil rights worker who was shot near Selma, 
Alabama, on the evening of 3/25/65, while engaging in the transportation of 
civil rights workers between Montgomery and Selma, Alabama. 


2 

SA Williams testified that two bullets recovered from the victim's 
automobile, one from the body of the victim and four . 38 Special cartridge cases 
found on the shoulder of the highway near the scene of the shooting were firedin “% 
a revolver found in an automobile parked in the yard of omas residence. He | 
also testified concerning his examination of the victim's car. es . ee 

The case went to the jury late on the afternoon of 9/27/66, . ails x 

verdict of not — was returned in approximately one hour. 2 


i The jury, made up of eight Negro and four white persons, was the first 
| biractal jury chosen in the four trials growing out of the murder of Mrs. Liuzzo. 
Wilkins was tried twice in 1965, the first trial resulting in a hung jury and the 
second in acquittal. All three ‘individuals were tried in Federal Court in 
Montgomery for conspiracy to violate the civil rights of the victims and were found 
guilty. This verdict is now on appeal. 
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Eaton died several months ago and, hence, cannot be tried. 


In the trial of Thomas, Attorney General Flowers decided not to use 
the testimony of Thomas Rowe (FEI informant) nor the testimony of Leroy Moton, 
a Negro teenager who was riding with Mrs. Liuzzo when she was shot. Flowers 
stated that several jurors in the previous trials had remarked that they did . 


believe Rowe's story because he had — his Klan oath and Moton made an 
exceedingly poor witness. 


1 
S # 


ACTION: 


For information. 


* 
ö 
ö 
* 
} 


4 


— 


Date: . 10/5 /66 
Transmit the fol! 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


a Ae caidas cine 


DIRECTOR, FBI (un- 260) 
FROII 3: SAC, MOBILE (u-) r). 


SUBIECT: Eda HOlus! BT Al: 
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZ0j aka.} E 
- 4 V 


i Ga = EL og 
55 * tor the’ Bureau ere four. Soha af 

me mora nd uri 1 the he of: EUGENE ‘THD 

Ala. on 1. 1 charge. One e ee USA,* 


G 8 (Enee. . 


— 
3ꝙ— a. 
1 


f 


1 
f 


ms 


But 3 


‘Netternesd 
yneville, 


"we 


2 90 
A 
3 
8 
* 
3 


ee Qa sy 
a 3 N 


| 


Oreo 


7 a 


4 WN 


2 — Mobil: 
Moe: Priv: 
G ) 


7 
os Say 


1 
VE 


* 


„ §.6.-" l 4. 2 


2 0 * 


he 
2 
ool 6 a 7. 4. 
ü 7 — th ¢ 1. . . 
l * ‘it 1 


. *. 8 ‘ 


1 
= 
. TPR. eee 


a 


- & 


oA 


„ — 
. 92 hog” ° 2 „ 
3 . wes Ka 


i Oo ee 


. K as 
. e 
y a 


UNITLwW STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUs. ICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION 


Mobile, Alabama 306601 
Oe tober 5, 1966 


EUGENE THOHA3; ET AL: : 
VIOLA GREGG 30220 EY AL - VIOTIMS 


+ . * rod : 3 
. 2 . A: oR 
This ä Arte ie to the biet of Eugene Mouse 
in Lowndes County, Alabainm, an September Ferd | ba 8 — 
besa 2 hee ae ; 


‘ed 8 “epte „Mer 16, 190 C, Us. Bs Attorney pen flardeman, 
Hontyoucry, Alabame, advised. that the State of Alabama had 
fi a po tition with Fifth Circuit Judge Zahn godbold request- 
ing all itcvs of evidenge ‘that were enters g in' the trie) of | 
Thomas, Et Al, in V. 8, District Court, Montgosery;t Haben, bei : 
mde available to the Alabane 8 ta te Attorney for usd. . 
the state trial of subject Tronas in Hayneville, ibm, set 
for bnd, Scpteuber 28, 1986. Hardeman d ta ts d he decirea that 
an aczut + Present when the cvicenge was transferrgu, if | the 
requeat rc. grented by the, Court or Appee 12, A order to „ 
serve thr chain of evidence. 4 n x 

a j 1 14 . 

en Septenber 20, ide Oi 8 8. Attorney liar be nan; e 
available. the oder. 188 ved by the, Fifth Ditrict: Court; 7er Appea 28 
which granted the motion fer the release of othe evidence,” ‘The: : 
order rend: in part as follosts “Baid meisn 18s granted dubject 
to the f:lLluwing conditions 3. (1) the items $f, @yidence be released 
intoathe (perry custody of a reprécenttive of ‘tha Federd) ‘Bureau 
of Investi-aticn and shall rerain in his custody et 11 tires, 
except win admitted into evidence. (if admitted) in said state 
trisl, A ter completion of cle 7c te te trial in the Olrcuit Court 
of Long? County, Alabame, 611 of the said evidehce (including * 
any placed ir evidence ) shail be taken back into the @ustody of 
a representctive of the Federal: Bureau of Anvestigation and : 
rehined ts hd Olerk of! he v. 8. F ‘Court Top. he Middle 
District N Ee n * 


— — 2 ° — @ @e ,, ——— —— — — — 


42 


4 * 


On 3epte nber? 21 190 * As a ir tant Attorney 
aed J: week Gantt, 1, 905, 4 „% Alabama, derived the = 570 


@nce cs’ tye: 0110 iN atents 12 ri 10882 N 
te! i. kg ag oe ng ee 055 oe 
| eS 1 i 2 * 


i , 4 es 4 f =. 
rt 8 

Ht Tr ; 
235 AS 


é . „e 2 
2. 
. 


a 
. * 


. 
— 


. .- 


nls; ET AL: 
VIA dd. L220; ET AL - VICTIMS 


MR CIPICNCEL, EET stu C.r3 piece 
133 Aral in Orff le. 


Spee 11 K of the Mobile Office | 
on September 19, 1906, war Teide a Subpoena on behalf of the 


de fe ndant. prom prior tra 1s was be lieyed that the tee ti. 
mony to he clicited from Agent would Be concern the 
by 


cou He ter, statements ade os Motén àn describing the 


> antorobik from which the Shots, were Fired “that 9 ——— cryeen oe | 
8 L* A 1577 ‘a . = ee 


* 


112 eee of 188 235 86. Spec! Arent 
“vptained the. @€¥idence fro 
„ ge TE us 3. District Cour 
TU ee VS returned to 
23, 1906. es 5 6 


2 70 e 

: 5 24. 141 9 

te L4G 041 of 1 case be gan September | 

Mac d:y cf Septomber 26, 1966, wae talen up with th Drei Sine 
of the jroy, and a jury wak finally selectéd * al ern Ans. of 
Septembe: 2 ½, 1906, oo ore d 331 egrocs and, 4 whi tes. 


ec timuny 8 a a ehe 


Gary Thot ie ‘and Leroy. Moton were not: t 180 Jene 


to. i x 
Spec tal A suk | therefore did-not. testify: = 


Ba Fd 5 


| Tia L, ies coné lubeg In Septeuben, 27, 19684 gebuftins 1 
3 Au at eeanttal verdict, a2 | ee % 1 
„ 1 s . 47 “ee. Renee. 3 


J. 148 doc ument 3 oe oe te commendations nor - 
ecne iz Au of the DI. It is ‘the property ‘of "the FBIand‘is , 
loeicd to dur agency; it aue its wontents ’are not do pe. an- 
wants 57105 your age ngy. . * 8 a 


5 


8 


* 

, — 
8 

— 


*. 
„ 24 
* < e °@ 


1 


95 
. a 


3 
e 


a 72 22. 04 9 
W * 5 gt a: * > 


— — * 3 2 


ro- 0 (Rev. 6-2-6 4 


10-666 


— 
Transmit the fo ow ing in 


6 Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


DIRECTOR, FBI bes- 28601) 


FROM: SAC,.SAN DIEGO (44-312). 
9 


3 ste 
e ; ETAL 


VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA - ETAL - ier 
CR - EL oe 


— 


. 7 ’ 


Re San Diego airtel 0 1 21240 


3 „ 


2 6 eg" 


On 0-5-6F Mg | 
California, advisec 

as Dee ahen by the District Attorney's Office in this. 1 
and it is his personal opinion that no prosecution will . 


place due to a lack of evidence. | ‘er os 14 | E. FK 
— he will imhedidtely advise Seat 
Of any additiona Gevelopmenté in this naten, 


¢ 9285 wet | 
242 * 0 2 8 % ne: 


3. Bureau 
1- sD 
Can: ee 
1100 


pee: «.* 


ae 7 
2 


— ., & o all 
0 


* pa 


sai saree 271, 2 oc. 8 N 74 


2 


| 


8 
— 


Srrinsa Pome mo. 
GRAY ten? ETITT loRe 


re 


UNITED STATES 0% “2RNMENT 


Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI (44-26601) DATE: 10/18/66 


SAC, NEW ORLEANS (15/-395!1) (P) 


(0 
EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; 
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, aka, 
ET AL - VICTIMS 7 
as: eee 


ke New Orleans letter to 8 B/16/ov. 


On 10/12/08, 
Circuit Court of Appeals, New Orleans, 3 
of hearing has as yet been assigned in this matter. 


1111 advise the Bureau ant Mobile ol af in this 
matter. a 8 1 . 
2 Bureau 

2 2 Hobi 1c (341-1245) 
2 - New Orleans 
CIN - cst : 
(6) 


— 
8 
o & 


4. 
* 


— 


1 
rh 9 * 


„e gp: fae. 
. + ‘ 8 . 0 


* 


* 
— Ae » „7„7gä 5 
24. . · 
. ef 


24 — 2° DOW *O 
ry} 


é. ° 
* 


* 


. mY 


FF 


J * ° r 
i { * > 
_ 


2 : | ay ‘ x ; 2 r eee 
106727150 Cae * * 8 


By U.S. Sowing Bonds 1 42741 : 


at 
5h 
1283 


oe: 0 
+ * 


0 


9 
FB! 
Date: 10-21-66 


Transmit the 40pm in N 
(Type in plaintext or code) 


AIR MAIL 
(Priority) 


ae ( ( 


TO: / DIRFCTOR, FBI (44-28601) 
75 


Nn: ; SAC, BIRMINGHAM (4421236) 
UG a re ET AL; 
LA GREGG L1UZZ0, AKA; 
ET AL - VICTIMS; „ . 
CR - EL ae 
* 3 = dae ae epee es 


20.86 Tt 

Re Birmingham teletype 10 20: 355. 47 1 i rey 
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CHIEF pr. POLICE: “GEORGE BARRON, BESSEMER,.  ALABAGA, ZADNESED 
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BARRON STATES THAT IN TALKING WITH WILKINS, VIL gtns | INDICATED 
HE DOES NOT RECALL INCIDENT As MAS TOO ae | 
11 FOR BACKGROUND BUREAU, WILKINS PRESERTLY U! DER APPEAL 
Sou FOLLOWING CONVICTION MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, NOVEMBER, BIXTY 
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Mrs. Viola Liuzzo was the white 
Civil rights worker slain in Lowndes, County, 
Alabama, on,3/25/65. At the request of 
the Departmént, we conducted an extensive EK - Ea? 
investigation of the slaying. Three subjects Sy Wns 
were tried ahd convicted in December, 1965, RE 
on Federal Civil Rights charges and 
sentenced to ten years. Information in 
attached will be furnished the Department 
No investigation being conducted. 


e** oe. 1 

ie 980 1 : 
3 7 Tae Te ae: 
F | 


¥ oe ‘ a 13. oe * if 


—— 


Anat 22 


OY rent aie ra 
. COMMUNICA: G00 
NOV ©} 196 
DEI. Y RE 


FBI WA so 


FRI DETROIT 


AM URGENT 11-21-66 Fu 
TO’ DIRECTOR 44-2260! eae 
OM DETROIT 44-643 it ‘ 


1 66 33 5 b 7 hee ets “Qh hie 3 a tae 
ses tiga EUSERE cinta ET AL? VIOLA L1UZZO, AKA ET A. DASH VICTIM. 


MOBILE. „ 
5 } 


eb: 
. 


ad 


MR. ANTHOWY LIUZZO, HUSBAND OF victin, TELEPHONICALLY SADVISED 


AT TWELVE rr TWENTYFIVE AM, THIS DATE THAT 177 1 „ 


ELEVEN THIRTY Pu, ELEVEN TWENTY LAST, SHOT vas FIRED THROUGH, FROKT 
WINDOW OF RIS HOME. MR LIUZZ0 ADVISED r in THE I nie Fr cane 


~ @6¢@:; 


BUT WO TNJUPIFS SUSTAINED. es ae . 2 1 
1 * Circe troont 1 g f 7 . 1 1 


5 DETROIT FY PDVISED THIS DATE tvestroatz on ans ‘DEVELOPED Mo, “ 
“SUSPECTS. PATTER RETRG INVESTIGATED BY DETROIT rp. qoernott | OFFICE 
. iD) ; 
IS CONDUCTING no INVESTIGATION. 


LETTERALAYD NICSE A EU 
putt FOLLOVS. ie 


FRY WASH 4 Me * 5 
ag 


ro 0 erty 5 


* 


r 


53 ofa 5 165 


— a * 
3 e * 


Xe 09. int ee. 


FD-36 (Rev. 8-22-84) 
J 


x» 6. 


— 


. & 
1 
. 
* 


FBI’ 
a | Doe: 11/22/86 


Transmit the ſollowino in se 
(Type in plaintext or code) 


e (44-28601) 


1. 12 


FROM: SAC, Detroit (44-643) 


ei<, jin Se ‘ 
7 2 a 4 rt 29 
VIOLA LI bzzo, ebe. i * mae ry 6 
ET AL - VICTIM | ees Z 1 
os — CR = EL of 


ne Detroit teletype 11/24/66 9. 88, ey 1 iter ö 
. 7 1 . 


85 Enclosed for the Fare dre ‘eon copies | of im 


pertaining to eapt ſoned nat ter one cop being furdished | a « 
USA, Detroit. b | 13 5 . 2 4 Pas v. 4 , 8 : 2 


en . ‘ 

3 Bureau (End. 2) (RM) * 
- Detroit 74 * : 

TUR ‘ec 5 

(4) 85 2 


Agency wp 
Date ra- rw HOV 5 as 
Bow Fo-w 6-94 ) 


7. Tw Hes, — = 
ike chu RIGHTS dr 
4 


4 . 


* ae 
3 . . 
. . 
0 > 1 5 — 
Is 


i ae” me „ ee eS re. Pe: 8 


— 


bl. TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ,USTICE 


FEDERAL BURFAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Detroit, Michigan 
November 22, 1966 


Re: Eugene Thomas, Et Al; 
Viola Liuzzo, 
Et Al - Victim 


‘ nae 


On November 21, 1966, Anthony Liuszzo, desde : 

of Viola Liuzzo, 19375 Mat low, Detroit, Michigan, advised 

the Detroit Office of the Federal Bureau of on... | ä 
(FBI) that at about 11:30 igh on November 20, 1966,„4%z! 
a shot was fired through the front window of his home. 
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The case involving Eugene Thomas, Et Al., concerns 
the slaying of urs. Viola Liuzzo, a white CR worker, in Lowndes 
County, Alabama, on 3/25/65. At Department's request we 
conducted extensive investigation of the slaying. Tree — 
subjects were tried and convicted in 12/65 on Federal CR charges 


and sentenced to ten years. The CRD has advised the case is now 
On appeal, 


The Department has requested that the names of 
defendants, subjects, and attorneys be checked against indices 
to dctermine whethcr any appear in any technical or microphone 
survcillance recording, log, or file. 


Request being submitted by airtcl in view of numerous 
names forwarded by the Department to be checked against field 
office records. Department's request regarding other cases 
being handled sc parate ly. 


: 4 Director, FBI 
| i 


J. Walter Yeagley, Assistant Attorney 
General, Internal . Division 


. OR ELECTRONIC SURVEILIANCES 
SIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION 


ende Acting Attorney General 18 asked me to derweré 
to you the attached memo which he received from Assistant Attorney _ - 
General John Doar of the Civil Rights Division. It is requested 
that all of the listed names of defendants, subjects and attorneys 
be checked against your indices to determine whether any appears 
in any wiretap or electronic surveillance recording, log er file. 


It would be appreciates if you could give this matter 
your promot attention. I would suggest your reply be sent 
J Girectly to Mr. Doar with * 9 to eats 2 
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_ MEMORANDUM FOR THE ACTING ATTORNEY r. . 
Re: Evidence obtained by wiretapping or 
; electronic — MEMO 10. 493, 


3 November 3, 1966 


In your memorandum of November 3, 1966, to all - 
-- --~Qnited States Attorneys, you solicited information 
regarding cases or investigations in the development 
. Of which wiretapping or electronic surveillance may 
dave deen used by investigating agents. 


1 have no information that wiretapping or 
electronic eavesdropping were used in developing ’ 
evidence in any investigations or cases pending in 
this Division. However, this Division has had several 
complicated cases involving allegations of conspiracy x 
by members of various Ku Klux Kian groups. Confidential 
information from various sources unknown to me was used 
in developing the facts in several of these cases. In 
considering court action, or further court action, in 
these cases and matters I would like to have the assur- 
ance, and would like to be in a position to assure the 
court, that no wiretapring or electronic surveillance 
had been used in seveloping the facts. 

The cases and matters which I refer to, the 
Gefendants or subjects involved, and the attorneys: 
for the Gefendants N are as follows: ve 
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EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL, VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL-VIC TIN. CR-EL, 
OO: MuUBILE,. 


REBUAIRTELS TO BIRMINGHAM DECEMBER 8 AND DECEMBER 9 LAST. 


CAREFUL CHECK OF APPROPRIATE RECORDS THIS DIVISION 
CONCERNING PERSONS NAMED IN ITEM NUMBER FOUR OF AAG DOARS 
MEMO DATED NOVEMBER 3 LAST JUSTIFY STATEMENT THAT NO EVIDENCE 
OBTAINED DURING INVESTIGATION OR UTLILIZEO OURING TRIAL OF / 
THIS CASE WAS OBTAINED FROM WIRE TAP OR ELECTRONIC SURVELLANCE 

SOURCE, 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE TECHNIQUES UTILIZED WIDELY ON THIS 

DIVISION DURING INVESTIGATION OF BAPBOMB CASE (BUFILE 15721025) 

BETWEEN SEPJEMBER 15, 1963, AND FEBRUARY, 1966. ONLY PERSON 


NAMED IN ITEM NUMBER FOUR DIRECTLY COVERED BY TECHNICAL ue 


Pat: 9 . — if ee 24. Wd: 
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— be dlecomineted outside the Barven,& lo suggested thet bbe sababy 
Bureau's cryptographic eysteme. 
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DECODED COPY 
DO AIRGRAM C CABLEGRAM S RADIO ge TELETYPE . 
PAGE TWO FROM BIRMINGHAM 132 105 


SURVEILLANCE is INSTALLATION INVOLVING TRESPASS 
mace IN QR resivence evening yune 2h - 25, 196k. 


INSTALLATION DESIGNATED BH31h-R MONITORED UNTIL JULY 25, 1964 

3 8 DISCONTINUED, OTHER PERSONS WENTIONED IN ITEM NUMBER Fo 
ARE NOT SUBJECT OF TECHNICAL INSTALLATION. RESULTS OF PREVIOUS 85 
OF RECORDS AND LOLS MAINTAINED BY THIS DIVISION SUBMITTED TO 
BUREAU OCTOBER 29 LAST UNDERDAPTION, MICROPHONE AND TELEPHONE 
SURVEILLANCES (BUFILE 66-5815 AND 66-580). THIS COMMUNICATION 
INCLUDED BREAKDOWN ON THREE BY FIVE INDEX CARDS OF INDIVIDUALS 
COVERED BY INSTALLATION AND INDIVIDUALS HOSE NAMES MENTIONED 

DURING MONITORING. 

— me CRIME INITIATION INVESTIGATION IN THIS cut OCCURRED 
MARCH 25, 1965. ALL TECHNICAL SURVELL© ANCE COVERAGE TERMINATED 
PRIOR TO THIS DATE EXCEPT BH325-R WHICH WAS INSTALLATION IN 
AUTOMOBILE OF BH305-R WITH HIS KNOWLEDGE UTILIZED AGAINST SUSPECT 
IN BAPBOMB CASE NOT MENTIONED #N (TEM NUMBER FOUR, WO FURTHER 


SEARCH CONTEMPLATED BY BIRMINGHAM UACB, 
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Yor the information ef offices ether than Mobile 
Westring this communication, this case involves the shooting 
@f Mra, Viola Linne ia Lowndes County, Alabama, on 3/35/66. 
roy Wilkins, were convicted on Foserel 848 . 
eharges is connectica wi 
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The Department has requested that it be advised 
ther the mame ef any ef the above eubjects, attorneys, er 
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. “Whether the named individual appears te be 
present et, er a participant in, conversaticas overheard by; 
any electronic device which are reflected is 


any recordings, 
transcri notes, mencranda er ether recerdse of 
maa” N 


2. If so, and if euch recordings, transcripts, logs, 
motes, mencrands or ether recerds still exist, would you please 
make thea available to us, 1 2 


3. "Did the iaformation from any sech Gevice appear 
Girectly or indirectly in seports made in reference te the 
above iadividual by your agency. If so, vould R po please 
edvise us ef the reports in which uch informa appeared 


and furnish us with eopies ef these reports if have ast 
already done 80," = 


A @earch of indox cards which have 
ty the field with regard to persons monitored en techaical 


end microphone inst tiens has provided a aunber ef 
ea individuals who may * 
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Offices receiy eopies ef index cards are te 
immediately check their files fer information pertinent te 
the Departucat’s request. It is anticipated t de many 
dastaaces the effice will be able te eliminate the sefereace 
on the basis that the files ef the effice will econtain 
sufficient information te show that the person monitored esuld 
act be identical with any ef the porsons listed above. 


‘ Offices receiv eards are te complete their file 
yeview and submit the results to the Mebile Gffice within tve -— 
days of receipt ef this eameunication. With regard te names 
which are determined to be either identical with the listed 
persons or which eannet be eliminated on the basis e 
established nonideatity, ¢he Mobile Office, in additiean te 
being furnished the details ef ¢he conversations monitored and 
Spies of the logs, should also be furnished all available 

d information relating to the person who was monitored 
in erder that the Nobile Office may gake a determination as te 
whether the person monitored is identical with the listed 
persons, 


The Mobile Office will eubnit a summary to the Bureau 
mo later than 12/30/66, setting forth the information aeceasary 
for the Bureau to reply to the Bepartnent’s inguiry. 


One copy ef each eard is also enclesed for the 
Hobile Office, | 
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NOTE: This case involves the shooting of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo, white 
CK worker in Lowndes County, Ala., on 3/25/65. Department 


requested any information as to use of wiretaps or electronic 
Burvezlliances in this case. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


ur. — 7 | HATE: December 22, 1966 


* = DeLoach 
A. Ro Rosen 
Malley 


Ow 
SUBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL.: ’ 1 oa. 


VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA, ET AL, . VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS. 
00: MOR ILE 


The Department, by letter dated December 5, 1966, 
furnished a list of the names of the subjects, suspects, — 
and defense attorneys in this case and requested information 
as to whether any wiretapping or electronic surveillance had 
been used in obtaining evidence in this case and whether or 
not any of the listed defendants, suspects, or attorneys had 
ever been monitored in connection with any ether | 
investigation. 

This case concerns the slaying of Mrs. Viola 
Liuzzo, a white civil rights worker in Lowndes County, 
Alabama, on March 25, 1965, We conducted an extensive 
investigation of the slaying, and three subjects were tried 
and convicted in December, 1965, on Federal Civil Rights 
charges and sentenced to ten years. The case is now pending 


appeal, 


A check with the field offices involved in the 
investigation of this case and a check of Bureau files has 
established that no wiretapping or electronic surveillance 
was used at any time in connection with the investigation of 
this case, 


A review of the special indices maintained at the 
Bureau reveals that persons of similar names have been . 
monitored at various times by various field offices in other 
investigations. These field offices have been instructed to 
review pertinent records concerning these persons and furnish 
the results to the Mobile Office, Office of Origin of this _ 
case, to determine if they are identical with persons 
involved in this case. The field has been instructed that 
complete results must be furnished to the Bureau at tie 


earliest possible date 
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Rosen to DeLoach Memorandum 
RE: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL.; 


By letter dated December 21, 1966, Assistant 
Attorsey General John Doar advised that the " appeal in this 
case is scheduled to be argued on January 16, 1967, and 
requested a reply to Department's request as soon as 
possible. | 


ACTION: 


1. Attached for approval is a letter to Mr. Doar 
advising him that no wiretapping or electronic surveillance 
was used in developing the facts of this case, He is also _ 
being advised that in order to determine if any of the 
attorneys, suspects, or subjects were ever monitored in 
connection with any other investigation, it is necessary to 
have certain of our offices conduct a review of their files 
and records, and he will be promptly advised as soon as the 
results are obtained. 


2. The field has been instructed to handle this 
matter as quickly as possible and reply by teletype where 
feasible in order that this project can be completed at the 
earliest possible time, 
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dean * Deer 83, 1966 
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United States v. Eaten. 
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Bee Rosen to DeLoach memorandum 12/22/66, captioned, 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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Civil Rights Division 
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Miretapping or Electronic Surveillance 
Civil Rights Division 


With reference to Mr. Yeagley's memorandum 
to you of December 5, 1966, . 
attention to the cases blew 

mee SCICUULE O De TCESUdN 

mitted to à grand jury at & session which opens on 
January 16, 1967 in Jackson, Mississippi. I would 
therefore appreciate receiving a reply to Mr. Yeagley's 
memorandum as soon as possible. 

in addition, the case of United States v. 
Eaton is scheduled to be argued in the Court of 
Appeals on January 19, 1967, and for that reason I 
would appreciate a reply about that case as well. 
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The Acting Attorney General has askeé me to 4 wr 26. 
+O you the attached memo which he received from Issistzat àttorzey 


Joma John Doar of the Civil Rights Divisio:.. I+ is veces b 


shat all of the listed names of def encz s, sub-: cer. en4 attorneys 
be checked against your indices to determine vhetacz zun t pers. 
in any wiretap or electronic surveillance recorcing, og or file. 


It would be reis tod if you could sive this matter 
your prompt attention. I would suggest your reply be sent * 
directly to Mr. Doar with a copy ae this office. ~ 
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or : 
-MEMORANDUM FOR THE AC TIN ATTORNEY GENERAL 
Re: Evidence obtained t@ wiretapping or 
4% electronic surveil) ance. Wo NO. 493, 
November 3, 1966. , 
*. | 
* 
In your memorandum. f November 3, i965, to all 

United States, Attorneys, u solicited information 
regarding cade or investggations in the development 
of which wiretapping or @lectronic surveillance may 
have been used voy investigating agents. 


I have no ern e that wiretapping or 
electronic eavesdropping were used in developing 
evidence in any investigations or cases pending in 
this Division. Hove ver, this Division has had several 
complicated cases invoiving allegations of conspiracy 
by members of various. du; Klux Klan groups. Cor.fidentiax 
information from var: dus “sources unknown to me vas used 
in developing the fagts 1 812 15 of these cases In 
considering court act on, further court action, in 
these cases and matters I wotld like to have the assur- 
ance, and would like to be 11. a position to assure the 
court, that no wiretapping or electronic surveillance 
had been used in developing the Yacts. 
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(00: MOBILE) 
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Be u ᷑ :7ẽa o. which provided technical coverage 
at Ku Klux Klan National Klonvocation, Tutwiler Hotel, 


Birmingham, Alabama, February 8-9, 196%, was installed without 
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O00: MOBILE 


Re Bureau airtel 12/19/66, to Mobile and other 
offices. 


Information has been submitted by auxiliary 
offices concerning the names listed on Page 2 of referenced 
airtel. The following documents were furnished by auxiliary 
offices and are enclosed herewith for the Bureau, these 
docunents being referred to later in this airtel: 
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Memorandum 


IRECTOR, FBI (44-28601) | vam: 1/24/67 7. 


A- NEW ORLEANS (157-3954) (P) 


SUBJECT: : BUGENE THORAS, ST AL 
VIOLA GR*GG LIUZZO, aka 
ET AL - VICTIMS 
CR; EL 


Re New Orleans letter to Bureau, 12/2/66. 


on 1/18/67, 8 
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, New Orleans, 50 


advised no furtber action bas taken place since case bas been | 
assigned. : x : 
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Re New Orlcans: letter to. Bureau dated. 1/24/67. p 
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Fifth Circuit Court of Appvars, riean 


adviscd that no decision has been reached as of this date. 
Will advise the’ Bureau and Mobile of écbision = 
in ‘this watter. 
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Re New Orleans letter to Bureau, 3/23/67. 


on 5/1/61, ——— 
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, New Orleans e 2 1 


available three copies of decision, No. 23289, dated 
4/27/67, two copies of which are enclosed for the Bureau 
and one copy for Mobile. a 


The decision states that it is affirmed. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO n. Director 


FROM : N. P. Callahan 


SUBJECT: The Congressional Record 
J 


* 


| 2222 T — 
(t 2) Pages A3020-A3 821. Congress man Irwin, D) Connect leut, \ 


aced in the Record an article entitled "Convict the Killers for a Change“ 
ritten by Alfred Faker Lewis and published in the Chicago Daily Defender 
threa installmenis on July 3, 5, and 6. The article makes reference to 

e murder of the three civil rights workers in Philadelphia, Mississippi. 
id states It is known who did the job, for Someone pointed out to the F. B. I. 
ere ney were buried and they could not have been found otherwise. The 
ticle also comments on the murder of civil rights worker Mrs. Liuzzo in 
aynesville, Alabama. It states One of those who was in the murder car, 
wry TLoimas owe, was an agent of the F. B. I. who had succeeded in gaining 


embership inthe Kian. He gave evidence at the trial and pinned the shooting 


collie Leroy Wilkins, Jr. But the defense counsel waved Mrs. Liuzzo's 
enbervship card in the NAACP at the jury, and the jury at the first trial 
led to convict and at the second trial acquitted him. (Gary Thomas-Rowe 


‘vision. ) 


yy — 2 £b0f— 


NOT N=ZSIINED 
f 133 JUL 26 1967 


— — — 
In the otiginal of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for 22 5-6 was reviewed and pertinent items were 
marked for the Director’s atténtion. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions of o 3 of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 


in 0b N Gy “wer matter files. 


| 


| 


iS aninforment from 2-13-62 until 1-17-66 * the Dome stic Intelligence 9 


Original filed in: lol «4734 a y/ . 5 
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December 4, 1967 


— 


1 - Mr. 1 a 
12 3 . 
1 UAF 


To: SAC, Nobile (44-1245) (Ch 
From: Director, FBI (44-28601) -~ 


0 

EUGENE Aras, 

ET AL.: ke : 
VIOLA bres LIUZZO, AKA 
ET AL. VIC:INS 

CR; EL 

00: NOBILE 


feurairtel 11/30/67. 


In the second paragraph of the Im forwarded: by 
reairt@l, the second sentence states "Upon arrival, Wilkins 
was not necepted by present officials, and he was returned to 

_Montcomery." Advise if this wording is correct, and if not, 
submit amcriicd LAM and score errors against appropriate per- 
sonnel. 


MAILED 5 


DEC 41967 é ie HJ #601} { 


COMM-.FBI 


d DEC 4 167 
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FBI 
Date: 11/30 767 


Transmit the following in 


( Type in plaintext or code) 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-28601) 
SAC, — (44-1245) (0) 


EUGENE THOMAS, 

ET AL; 

VIOLA GREGG LIUZZzO, aka 
ET AL - VICTIMS 1 
CR; EL 5 

(00: MOBILE) 


2 8 


10 Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies of Ss: 
self-explanatory setternhead memorandum, — sh captioned 


as above. 


Ne. 4 9 


One copy of this letterhead is being furnished 
to the USA, Montgomery, Ala. 


f 


b C3 Bureav (Encs 585 


Mob 11e 
DOS: kws 


(4) 
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Special ror in Charge 


UNITEY STATES DEPARTMENT or jus icE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Post Office Box 2128 
Mobile, Alabama 36608 
November 30, 1967 


EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; 
- VIOLA GREGG LIuzzO, ET AL - VICTIMS 


On November 29, 1967, J. B. Lassiter, Chief Deputy 
United States Marshal, Middle District of Alabama, Montgomery, 
Alabama, advised that Eugene Thomas and Collie Leroy Wilkins 
surrendered to his office at 8:00 a.m., November 28, 1967, as 
ordered by United States District Judge Frank M. Johnson, Jr. 


Both individuals were transported at the same time 
to the United States Penitentiary in Atlanta, Georgia. Upon 
arrival, Wilkins was not accepted by present officials and he 
was returned to Montgomery. He is now scheduled to be delivered 
to the Federal Correctional Institution, Terre Haute, Indiana, 
for confinement. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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FBI 
; Date: 12/6/67 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


AIR MAIL 
(Priority) 


1 * —.— 


DIRECTOR, FBI (44-28601) 
sac, W oe (44-1245) ß 1 
5 


EUGENE THOMAS: „ i 
ET AL. 2 
VIOLA GREGG ‘LIUZZO; ET AL ‘VICTIMS 
Cn; EL : Ait: 7 * d a 
(OO: . MOBILE) 


m— 6 D 


Rea Bureau Arti ot 12/4/67. oe 


Enclosed herewith to the Bureau are 4 copies ot an 
amended letterhead memorandum changing the word present to 
prison. All other wording is correct, b . . . *. 

. N “43 4 x 
Appropriate errors have ‘been scored, ‘ | 


P+ 


28 Bureau (Enes. apie" 
Mobile 
FAG: jes 


FON 71 N 


—— | 


5 2 ie 


Approved: I 2 . Sent 


on hog in Charge 
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U. ‘ED STATES DERARTMENT OF JSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Mobile, Alabama 
December 3, 1967 


EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL. 
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO; ET AL - VICTIMS 
«ae N 
2 ‘ 7 : N | eR 4. 


ee 


on November 29, 1967, J. | Lassiter, Chief Deputy | 
United States Marshal, Middle district Of Alabama, Montgomery, 
Alabama, advised that Eugene Thomas and Collie Leroy Wilkins 
surrendered to his office at 8:00 A.M. on November 28, 1967, 
as ordered by United States District Judge Frank K. Jobnson, Ir. 

soth individuals vere transported at the sane tine 
to the United States Penitentiary in Atlanta, Georgia: Upon 
arrival, Wilkins was not accepted by prison officials, and he 
was returned to Montgomery. He is now scheduled to be delivered 


to the Federal Correctional Institution, Terre Haute, Indiana, 
for confinement. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. « 7 . „ 
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| UNITED STATES . 'LRNMENT 


Memorandum 


ee fx General Investigati 10 * Pie 
: 1 Director L Identification b a 1-24-68 


(_} Laboratory Division 
3 „ DSpecial Investigative Division 
FROM : T. E. Bishop Training Division 
° = : 
sunjecT: Eugene Thomas; William Orrville Eaton; 
Collie Leroy Wilkins, Jr. 
Viola Gregg Liuzzo-Victim. 
Civil Rights- Election Laws f 


Following check-marked item was processed in Crime Records Division and is 
enclosed for your approval: 


4 
9 


* 


KN Interesting Case Memorandum 


97 1 pa 


OD Interesting Identification 


— — me — 
NOT RECORDED 


(—) Interesting Identification - Laboratory 13 FES 859 
3 


O National Academy Iten ‘Gk 3/7 
(_} Police Training Item 


0 ben 
Upon approval, it is suggested that this memorandum be = W rer’ 
Records Division for further handling. 25640 


ne. 1 act. . 
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9 1 
EUGENE THOMAS; 2 


WILLIAM ORRVILLE EATON; * 
COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR... = ™ 


- VIOLA GREGG Liuzzo- mt 
| CIVIL RIGHTS + ELECTION LAWS 


a 1.0 4 bd 


SYNOFSIS: On March 25, 1968, Mrs. Viola Liuzzo who came from Detroit, 


Michigan, cn March 19, 1965, was shot to death while driving her car along 
Highway 80 in Lowndes. County, Alabama. Earlier in the day she had 

participated in a march from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, conducted by 

civil rights workers. Mrs. Liuzzo and a young Negro man were returning 

to I-lontgov2ry alter driving marchers to Selma. om b7A 


‘ 9 ~ — — 
2 * | = — * « 1 

— * * ‘ ‘ 
* % 5 2 


~ 


Together trey drove to —— and then to Selma. After leaving a tavern, 
in Selma, the four men continued to Highway 80 where they observed a car 
being driven by a white woman with a Negro passenger. Thomas, who 
operated the automobile, overtook tl! uz70o car as Eaton and Wilkins fifed 
into the „r. 


On March 26, 1909, Laton, inh0mas, Wilkins and Rowe were 
charged ~ ith violation of Section 241, Title 18 U. 8. Code and were arrested 
2 EBL Arent; on the me dete hy ye 
oe | on April J, 
5, an in.ictuent was returned by a Federal Grand Jury ut Montgomery 
charging v. II ins, Thomas and Eaton with violation of the U.S. Civil Rights 
Statute. ‘I'he State of Alabama indicted Wilkins, Eaton and Thomas onctiie. 
murder of Mrs. Lluzzo. Wilkins was tried for first degree murder * : 


I. ec. { 14227701 * 
„ „ . A | 


ENOL... URE “Kit W. 


wan noow C_) rrrxryyt unit L_] 


ee” ASOT 
—— * — 4 
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May 8, 1965. On May 7, 1965, the judge declared qa mistrial after the 

jury was ¢c2adlocked. Wilkins was retried beginning on October 18, 1965, 
and a jury roturned a verdict of not guilty. Wilkins, Eaton and Thomas 
were arraigned in Federal Court and pleaded not guilty. All three were 
tried in U.S. District Court in Montgomery from November 29, 1965, 

through Decomber 3, 1965, with Rowe as the principal witncss for the 
prosecution. All three were found guilty, and cach was sentenced to 10 years 
in custody of the U. S. Attorney General. They were released on bond, pending 
appeal. At the time of the shooting Wilkins was serving one year’s Federal 
probation. Ilis probation was revoked, and he was ordered to begin serving 
the one-year sentence on January 4, 1966. William Eaton died on March 9, 
1966. Eugene Thomas was tried for the murder of Mrs. Liuzso in state 

court beginning on September 26, 1966, and the jury returned a verdict of 

not guilty. On April 27, 1967, the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed 

the 10-year sentences Wilkins and Thomas had received on December 3, 1965. 


. 1 


SYNOPSIS SHOULD BE REMOVED RH 
“TO RELEASE OUTSIDE THE BUREAU. < 4; 
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EUGENE THOMAS 8 
_ WILLIAM ORRVILLE EATON; ° 
COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, IR. 


9 


VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO - nem 
CIVIL RIGHTS - SLECTION LAWS 


eae ’ 


9 
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National attention was focused on the 1965 march from 
Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, March 218t to March 25th, conducted by 
civil rights workers under Federal court authorization to dramatize voter 
registration restrictions in Alabama and to present a petition of grievances 
to Governor George Wallace. The march.culminated with ceremonies in. 
front of the State Capitol in Montgomery the afternoon of March 25, 1965, 
with about 12,000 persons in attendance. The marchers began to disperse 
about 4:00 p.m. on that date without any apparent organized plan of dispersal, 


and those from Selma began returning by common carrier, trucks and private 
automobiles. | oe 


9 ; ae 
2 * . 1 320 4 


pone the white civil rights workers in Selma during this 
period wa3 Mrs. Viola Gregg Liuzzo, who had come to Selma from Detroit, 
Michigan, on March 19th. Ske was assigned to live in the apartment of a 
local Negro woman along with several other women. Mrs. Liuzzo, thrice 
married and the mother of five children, had reportedly made the trip to 
Selma after attending a sympathy demonstration in Detroit. Her automobile, 
a 1963 Oldsmobile ccupe, was used by other civil rights workers from the 
time of her arrival in Selma. On the day the march began, shé performed 
telephone duties in Selma. On March 24th she told an associate she was going 
to a local Negro church where the march had started and would travel by bus to 
Montgomery in order to take part in the march on the final se * — 
— the State Capitol Bullding in Montgomery. 


A 19-year-old N-gro man from Selma _ served as * 3 
transport: ilon officer for the &-.thern Christian Leadership Conference during 
the Selma to Montgomery march rns driving Mrs. Liuzzo's automobile on 


— 1. c. #44-28601 
ie ‘le. Reon GW 


lasse — 


— 


42 
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ie © 


| On the same date, *. tikins, an unmarriedauto mechanic | 
who had no military service, was arrested by BI Agents in * 
iy —— to make any statement whatsoever. | Te & cavern 
, An autopsy was conducted by the Alabama Department of 
| Toxicology, and the report of a post-mortem examination of the body of 
Mrs. Liuzzo showed a bullet hole about one-half inch in diameter in the left 
face, one inch forward of the lower part of the ear. — 
lodged at the base of the brain. The bullet had gone through the spinal cord 
at the base of the brain and caused almost instantaneous death. Numerous tab? A 


superficial small skin breaks appeared on the left face and neck from which 
fragments of lead and glass were recovered. . 


P . 


At 10:25 a. m., on the morning of March 26, 1965, complaints 
authorized by an Assistant Attorney General of the United States were filed 
before a U.S. Commissioner in Montgomery charging Eaton, Wilkins, Thomas 
and Rowe with violation of Section 241, Title 18, U.S. Code, in a conspiracy 
to injure, croress, threaten, and intimidate citizens in the vicinity of Selma 
and Montgo:.ery in the free exercise and enjoyment of rights and privileges 
secured th: by the Constitution of the United States. All four were arraigned 
the same date before a U.S. Commissioner in Birmingham. Thomas, Eaton 
and Wilkins were represented by an attorney who had been publicly identified 
as counsel of the Ku Klux Klan. Thomas, Eaton and Rowe were released on 
bonds of 570, 000 each. Wilkins was not released on bond until March 29th 
because of a separate Federal probation violator’s warrant outstanding 

against hina. ~ 


“= o- - ° 
9323 — — — «@~ * 2 — 


8 against Thonias, Wilkins and Eaton were presented 

to a Federal Grand Jury at Montgomery on April 5, 1965, and an indictment 

was returned the :ollowing day charging all three with conspiracy in violation 
of the U.S. Civil Rights Statute. Rowe was not indicted by the Federal Grand 
Jury. 


Pa 


On May 3rd state authorities began their prosecution with the 
trial of Collie Leroy Wilkins, Jr., on a charge of first degree murder. 
Wilkins, Eaton and Thomas all had been indicted by the State of Alabama for 
the murder of Mrs, Liuzzo. The case went to a jury on May 6, 1965, and the 
following ( the judge declared a mistrial after the jury was hopelessly 
- deadlocked. Rowe offered tes dlinony for the state in this trial. | 


3 


P re 
* . —_ * £22 2 


„„ ® 


"Wilkins was retric ! 1 the state in Hayneville, Alabama, 
3 October 18th to October 22nd during which time Rowe 8 — 
* jury returned a verdict of not guilty. 


7 =. o 
— we 


3 ot | 5 Following the acquittal of Wilkins in state court, Wilkins, ay | 
a Thomas and Eaton were arralgned in Federal — and all entered — 
of not guilty to the Federal indictment. : | 


The three were tried jointly in U.S. District Court in 
Montgomery, from November 28th to December zrd with Rowe as the 
principal prosecuting witness, and the Federal jury returned a verdict of : 
guilty against all three. On December 3rd the Federal judge sentenced Thomas, 
Eaton and Wilkins to serve 10 years each in the custody of the U.S. Attorney 
General. All were released the following day on $10,000 bond each, — 
appeal to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, 0 


ä Wilkins at the time of the shooting was on one year's Federal 
probation, Which had been previously imposed against him on a charge of 
possession of a sawed-off shotgun following an arrest by local authorities 
at Hueytown, Alabama, on March 11, 1964. Wilkins was arraigned in Federal 
Court; Birmingham, on December 20, 1965, and the one year’s probation was 


revoked. He was ordered to begin serving a sentence of one year and a day 
on January 4, 1906. | 1 


William Orrville Eaton died on March 9, 1966, at Bessemer 
of natural cnuses. 


ag Eugene Thomas was tried for the murder of Mrs. Liuzzo in 
State court in Hayneville, on September 26, 1566. On September 27th a jury 
‘reds: ned a verdict of not guilty. 


ae ! On April 27, 1967, the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed 
the 10-yerr scntences Wilkins and Thomas had received on December 3, 1965, 
in U.S. District Court, Montgomery. 
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EUGENE THOMAS; WILLIAM ORRVILIE EATON; 
COILIE IEROY WILKINS, MR. ä 
VIOLA GREGG LIIIZZ20 - “VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS - FLECTION LAWS 


2 National attention was focused on the march from 
* Selma, Alabama, to Montgomery, Alabama, March 21-25, 1965, conducted 
by’ by civil rights workers under federal court authorization to dram- 


\ tize voter registration restrictions in Alabama, and to present a 


8 
g petition of grievances to Alabama Governor George Wallace. The 


march-culminated with ceremonies in front of the State Capitol in 
Montgomery, Alabama, the afternoon of March 25, 1965, with about 
12,000 pers ng in attendance. The marchers began to disperse 
about 4:00 p.m. that date without any apparent organise ed plan 
of dispersal, and those from Selma began returning by common 

er 


carrier, trucks and private automobiles. 


(Mobile summary memo, 4/12/65, 
!!!.! ͤ dd A ̃ ͤͤddd er ae page 1) : 


8 Among the white civil rights workers in Selma, Alabama 
* dur ing this period had been Mrs. Viola Gregg Liuzzo, who came to 
5 Selma from Detroit, Michigan, March 19, 1965, and was assigned to 
live in tte apartment of a local Negro n with severgl_ 63 
other white and Negro women. Mrs. Liuzzo, age 40, thrice married 
ue and the mothér of five children, had reportedly made the trip to 


* (gem after attending a symnathy demonstration at Detroit, Michigan 


„5 


dy Wayne State University students protest ing attacks on Negro 
a ‘and white demonstrators in Selma and Montgomery. In Sel | her 
ra automobile, a 1963 Oldsmobile coupe » beging Michigan licerpe 83-9177, 
be was used by other civil rights workers from the time G her arrival 
in Selma. On the day the march began, she was assigned to te 1e- 
N phone duty in Selma, and on March 24, 1965, she told an associate 
Go she was going to a local Negro church from which the march had 
started and would catch a bus to Montgomery in order to take part 
in the march on the final day from the outskirts of Montgomery 
to the State Capitol Bui id ing. 


(Mobile summary memo, 4/12/65, 
pages 27-30, and pages 53-65 


Leroy Jerome Moton, a 19 year old Negro male of Selm, 


ix? Christian Leadership Conference (SCIC) during the Selma to „ 


gomery reh, was driving Mrs. Liuzzo's autmobile on March 25, 1965 J 


-  — se 4 


On the morning of ihreh 26, 1965, at 10:25 4, m., 
1er authorized by a U. 8. Assistant attorney dener 1 
were filed before U. 8. Commissioner in Montgomery, charg 
Es ton, Wilkins, Thomas and Rowe with violation of Sectton 241, 
Title 18, v. 8. Code, in a conspiracy to injure, oppress, 
threaten, and intimidate citizens in the vicinity of sel ne and 


Montgomery, Alabama, in the free exercise and enjoyment of rights 
and privileges secured them by the Constitution of the United 
States. All four were arraignéd this same date before U, S, 


Commissioner in Birmingham, Thomas, Eaton and Wilkins were . 


$7 
represented by Attorney Matt Murphy { publicly identified as tho 


Klan attorney.\ Thomas, Eaton and Rowe were released on bonds 


of $50,000 each that night, but Wilkins was; not rebaseéd until 
brech 29, 40995, In view of a separate fcderal pr oba tion violator's 


warrant cutctanding against him, | “° 


(Mobile summary memo, 1/12/65, 
pages 300-305 


Charges against Thomas, Wilkins and Eaton were presented 
to a Federal Grand Jury at Montgomery, Alabam, April 5, 1965, and 
an indictmnt was returned the next day charging all three with 
conspiracy in violation of the U. 8. Civil Rights Statute, if 27 „ 


2 „ . (o* eye = . > Oe +. | 
. „ (Re por t of RN 
tate authorities started prosecutlon with the trial of 


oo II: Wilkine, Ir. ov a Clrst degree murder charge 
May pee 209. The state had Indicted Wilkins, Eaton and Thbmas 


ls 
for the murder of Mrs. Liu«7:. The case went to a jury on 6 19 


8898 1 


May 6, 1905, and the follow! n; day the Judge declared a mis- 


A 3 | — 
10 | - trial after the jury was hopelessly deadlocked, Rowe 18 


‘for the state in this trial. is Le 


(Report of ——— 
5725 65, at Mob 


The state retried Wilkins in Hayneville, Alabama, 


October 18-22, 1965, at which time Rowe again testified, and a 
jury returned a verdict-of not guilty. 
: | (Report of SA — 
| 11/16/65, at Mobile 
Following the acquittal of Wilkins in State Court, 


Wilkins, Thomas and Eaton were arraigned in Federal Court, and 
* 


pleaded not guilty to federal indictment. 


ee (Re por t of SA r 
November 16, 1905, 


All three were tried jointly in U. 8. District Court 
in Montgomery, November 29, 1965, through December 3, 1965, with 
17 Rowe as the principal prosccuting witness, and the federal jury 
returned a verdict of guilty against all three. On Decenber 3, 
1 N 1965, the tederal judge sentenced omas, Ea ton and Wilkins each 
* to serve 10 years in custody of the U. 8. Attorney General. 
All three were released the following day on $10,000 bond each, 
pending appcal to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. 4 N 2 8 


* . 5 4 2 $e d 822 Tres . 4 e 24 2.4. 0 ie „„ 1 a /, lao 
13131 YS hd 1 7 Ne por t of — 
12/9/65, at Mo 2 


* Wilkins at the time of this shooting was on one year's 
* ‘federal peovation, which hed been previously imposed against him 
‘ be on a charge of possession «f 7 sawed-off shotgun folloWing an 


ee 


arrest by local authorities at Hueytown, Alabama, March ll, 1964, 
Wilicins was arraigned in Federal Court, Birmingham, we er 20, 


2 


1965, and this one year's probation vas revoked and he ‘wa 
ordered to begin serving on January 4, 1966, a sentenc@ of one 


year and a day. 4 


(Birmingham te lc type to the 
Bureau, 12/20/6 65% 


ee „ — ame, . 


* Eugene Thoma s{‘on February 2%, 1965 vas tried in 
Federal Court, Birmingham, on a National Firearms Act violation, 


and was convicted and ‘Sentenced to serve a period of two years 


i in federal custody, : a * 
(Re port of — 
2/25/66, at Bil 


The third subject, William Orrville Eaton, died during 


Me 6 


the even of March 9-29, 1966, at Bessemer, of natural 
Causes, aud was buried on March 12, 1966. 9 


oe letter to Mobile, 
3/29/66) 


‘ State authorities have indicated that the trial of a. 
WFV 


- second ku Klux Klaneman in this shooting had inti contemplated for 
May of 1966, but was postponed until the fall term of court, 1966, 


, due to the unavailability of witness Rowe, te. es . bien 
TOs Of c. rl hen Pore tet ave t Gf” 
16 (Mobile teletype to the Bureau, 
5/13/66) 
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UNITED STATES CG | ~NMENT 
Memora ndum 


‘DIRECTOR, FBI (44-28601) 


ww 


DATE: | 
SAC, MOBILE (44-1245) ce) ae Pl on : 


J | = Cae 
EUGENE THOMAS; * 0 
ET AL. 

VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO; ET AL - VICTIMS 

CR; EL 

(00: MOBILE) 


Re New Orleans airtel to Bureau dated 5/2/67, 
forwarding 2 copies of the decision of the Fifth Circuit 
Court Of Appeals, New Orleans, La., affirming the conviction 
of the subjects; and Mobile airtel of 12/6/67, with accompany- 
ing letterhead memorandum, showing that the convicted subjects 
are imprisoned. 

2 


. Mobile is in possession of 2 spools of magnetic 
tape with recording of a Canadian Broadcasting Company interview 
with COLLIE LEROY WILKINS er 2 cartridges of — tape 


concerning above. es Al. V 


ö The Bureau is requested to discuss this matter with 
the appropriate Departmental Attorney for authority to dispose 
of, or return, the items not used in the trials of the subjects 


2 —- Birmingham (44-1236) 

1 = Mobil 7 
— gnc: lea REC-20, / ö 5 

(6) . N 7 
f „ — 


* 
5 


jp. Bureau (1 - FBI Laboratory) ) f 
4 gel 


da 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payro 118 avings Plan 


. BAC, Fobile (44-1245) 1 , April 9, 1068 


ae 1 // J. 9. 58 771 | | 7 


Se : .1 A. Hines 


EC 20 1 - FBI Laboratory 
EUGEN. REC. | 

ET AL. A 

VIOLA GREGG LIUZZ0; : 

ET AL =~ VICTIMS 

CIVIL RICSIS 

ELECTION LAWS 

OO: ROL IC. 


RehOlet to Bureau dated 3/27/68, with cc te BH, 
and FCI Laboratory. 


The matter of dieposal of exhibits in this 
case ss ccscribed in rofcrenced letter was brought 
to the attention of the Department on 4/2/68, The 
Lepart .-nt currently has the matter under consideration 
and will odvise, Continue to maintain the exhibits 
pending reccipt of instructions from the Department. 


This matter is being closely followed with 
the Dcrartment and you will be promptly advised of 
their instructions when rcceived, 


1 - §fc, n.. (for info) 


MH: mt yore 
(4) , 
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UNITED STATES “)VERNMENT 
Memorandum 
; DIRECTOR, FBI (44-28601) 
= 2 ie . he ak * 
Sc, MOBILE (44-1245) (c) 
yy g a . 
EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL. 
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO; ET AL - VICTIMS 


CR; EL 
(00: MOBILE) 


There are being transmitted to the Bureau under 
separate cover the following items: 


2 spools of magnetic tape with recording of a 
Canadian Broadcasting Company interview with 
COLLIE LEROY WILKINS. Tape is a recording of 
a video tape played back over telephone from 
Canada to Montgomery, Ala. 7 


2 cartridges of magnetic tape with recording 
of above. 


* 


The above items were provided to this office by 
ST. JOHN BARRETT, Departmental Attorney, on 12/1/65 for use 
in investigation of captioned matter. It is requested that 
these items be returned to ST. JOHN BARRETT. 


Bureau 
Package (RM) 
1 - Mobile 
JRC: Jes 
(4) 


4 MAY27 1968 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Saving 
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UNITED STATES GC ERNMENT 


Memorandum 


2 Assistant Attorney General : DATE: May 17, 1968 
„ Civil Rights Division : 


Director, FBI | FILE COPY 


— 
- ° 
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SUNJECT: fr Tor Hs; ET AL, 


VIOLA GRLGG LIUZZO3 ET AL = VICTIMS 
CIVIL KIGIUTS 
ELECTION LAWS 


Reference is msde to your memorandum dated 4/30/68 
(your file 1412-4710.) 


There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special 
Agent dated 
at ° 


A. [mis covers the preliminary investigation and 
no further action concerning a full investigation will be taken 
by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. 


B. se The investigation is continuing and you will 
be furnished copies of reports as they are received. 


C. me investigation requested by you has no 
been completed. Unless advised to the contrary no further in- 
quiries will be made by this Bureau, 


Dp. [__] Pursuant to instructions issued by the Depart- 
ment, no investigation will be conducted in this matter unless 
specifically directed by the Department. — 


E. [U Please advise whether you desire any further in- 
vestigation. 


Pp. [ This 1s submitted for your information and you 
111 be advised of further developments. 


further mete Sete 4472 be conducted unless pce: 1 


is submitted for your information and no 
* hed the Department. 5 | 


1 action will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department 


H. This covers the receipt of a complaint and a i 
so directs. 


a 
“Enc. NOTE: There is being traue utted herewith the following items: 
(OVER) 


we ve ge te ee 


Cont, 


Two spools of magnetic tape with recording os 
of a Canadian Brocdcasting Conpany interview 
with Collie Leroy ‘Jilkins. Tape is a recording 


of a video tape played back over telephone 
from Canada to Ifontgomory, Alabama, 


Two cartridges of nagnet ice tape with recording 
of above, 


The abov2 items were furnished to our Nobile Office by 


Nr, St. Jobn Barrett on 12/1/65, for use in the investi- 
gation of this matter. 


These itenz are being returned to you pursuant to your 
memorandun of April 30, 1963, advising that exhibits being 


held by this Bureau, which were not used at trial may nos 
be appropriately disposed of, 


' == 
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+  _ UNITED STATES cover uur ae Ohrrment OF JUSTICR 


Memorandum ca 
re Director — ie APR 301968 | | on a 


2 e Federal Bureau of Investigation 
cr ilies Sees nies ‘SJP: RAA: J jb 


my: Stephen J. Pollak | “DJ 14h-2-470 FF 
5 . Assistant Attcrney General #1-085-2 . oe | 
 * Civil Rights ee . 


„ Vee 
ee, 


Collie Leroy Wilkins, William O. ee 
Eaton, and Eugene Thomas, Subjects; 
Viola Liuzzo, Victim; | $8, 
Lowndes County, Alabama; . 
CONSPIRACY AGAINST RIGHTS Pe a 
CIVIL RIGHTS 85 80 


* * 


af 


The Supreme Court having denied certiorari in 


this case, material held for possible use at trial as 


evidence or exhibits but not used at tria} may now be 
| | „% A . 
appropriately disposed of. = a = 


1 1 


Oo | 0 


Ac, Mobile (at 1245) 81-08 


g (A4-28601) aa ‘b 1 - FBI Laboratory (For e Action) 
* 1— Mr. Hines — 5 


EUGENE T HOMAS: ET AL. 
VIOLA G i208 IIU2 20; ET AL. 
VICTIMS 

CIVIL RIGHTS 

ELECTION LAWS 

OO: MOLILE — 


Ne Rur ean letter to Mobile 4-90-68. 


The Department by letter dated 4-30-68, has advised 
that material held for possible use at trial as evidence or exhibits 
which wes not used at trial and submitted in evidence may now be 
appropriately disposed of. 0 

Accordingly, material being held in the Mobile and 
Birmingher. Offices and by the FI Laboratory which falls in the 


‘above cate~ory should be disposed of in accordance with standard 


Bur eau procedures for disposition of such exhibits. 


1 - Birm'rgham (44-1236) (For Appropriate Action) 


MWH:erg = 


SEE NOTE PAGE TWO 
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This case involves the shooting of Mrs, Viola cregg- 
150 in Lowndes County, Alabama, on 3-25-65, Two subjects, 
Eugene Thomas and Collie Leroy Wilkins, were convicted and 
sentenced on civil rights charges and they are now serving their 
sentences in Federal prison. On appeal to the Fifth Circuit Court, 
New Orleans, Louisiana, their conviction was affirmed. The 
Supreme Court has denied tertiorari and all 5 recourse to 
their convictions has been exhausted. . 


Mobile, by letter dated 3-27-68, requested permission 
to dispose of certain exhibits in possession of their office, the 
Birmingham Office and the FBI Laboratory which wereGathered as 
evidence but were never actually submitted in evidence at the trial | 
of subjects. This was brought to the attention of the Department and 
by letter dated 4-30-68, Department states that these exhibits not 
actually submitted in evidence at trial may be appropriately disposed 
of. 
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July 1, 1968 


=> 


tLe J. wt gcr loover 


‘ 
Lircctor 3 / 1 Pe 
cecer'.1 Tureau of Invecti.ution . 
#Shiin: ton, De Co i a 


leur lr. Hoover: — 3 Vie 

In the sleyim, ot vs. Viola Liuzzo in 1964 or 1965 
In J. I: b.: the sederal Bureau of Investicution, if my memory 
serves correctly, obtained en iudio tent lor ind ic tent s]. 

1 1009900 you to inform me how - ind where I may 
odte in cory of the indictaent (or indiotinent s] relative to 
Such »I. rind, and I request you to inform me of the result of 
sucii incictent (or indictments). 


chon: youe 


sincerely, 


REL- 38 


SIF | 


eee ee ee we od 


Chicago, Dlinois 60624 


Your letter dated July 1st has been received. 


In response to your inquiries, it is suggested that 
you correspond with the Clerk of the United States District Court 
for the Middle District of Alabama, Government Building, Mont- 
gomery, Alabama 36104, to secure information of the type 7 


requested. 
Very truly yours, 
e Ca 0 eaves 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director - a 
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“UNITED STATES GO RNMENT 


Memorandum 
bea Ale 5 = 222 


„ a” 


FRM 7 2 A. 1 ee 
SUBJECT: we 


The 4e | has been 
received in the Records Branch, appropriately initialed, and 
indicated for file. By use of instant transmittal memoranduna, 
all necessary recording and indexing will be accomplished. It 
is to be noted this form is for internal use only within the 
Records Branch, principally by the Routing Unit where bulky 
material not accompanied by memorandum is usually received. 

| . : 

The enclosure, if bulky and not usually filed with 
other papers in file, may be detached but this action should 
be clearly noted under the word "Enclosure." 
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24800 NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY, SUITE 207 
HAROLD Xt. PROVIZER } 5 SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN 48075 : 
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APROVIZER AND EISENBERG. b 


March 27, 1972 


— 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Civil Rights Division 

Justice Department 
Washington, O. C. 


re: Viola Liuzzo 


Gentlemen: 

\ 4 
Please be advised that this office has been retained to represent 
Mr. Liuzzo, whose wife, Viola Liuzzo, was murdered in 
Alabama on March 25, 1965. Your office has previously 
written Mr. Liuzzo concerning the personal effects of Mrs. 
Liuzzo, some 52 items, which have not as yet been returned to 
Mr. Liuzzo. Mr. Liuzzo has indicated to this office that 
he has been trying to acquire these items for the past three 
years, and has not as yet received them. We would greatly 
appreciate your efforts in this matter. May we please hear 
from you at your earliest convenience. 


Very truly yours . 


Q 


March 31, 1972 
——— 


1 Mx. McDonough 


Lae A 
Mr. Harold M., sill dele 2 | 
Suite 207 “ 5 

24800 Northwestern Highway 


Southfield » Michigan 48075 
Dear ry, aaa | 

This will acknowledge receipt of your 
letter dated March 27, 1972 


You are advised that no — has been | 
located of a communication from this Bureau to Mr. Anthony 
Liuzzo concerning the personal effects of Mrs. Liuzso to 
which your letter of March 27th refers. | | 

The Civil Rights Division of the Department of 
Justice has advised that it has been in contact with you 
concerning this natter and 1 am referring a copy of your 
letter to that Division for its consideration. 


If you have any further questions concerning 
thie matter, it is suggested that you may desire to 
conv unicate directly with Assistant Attorney General 
David L. Norman, Civil nights Division, U. & Department 
of Justice, Washington, D. C. 20530. ) | 


Sincerely yours, wif 
| se ae J, Edgar Hoover 


ets John Edgar Hoover 
— | | Director * 9 
‘napbel! 2 PRE ere -. : 


(mere 


2 1 Assistant Attorney General - Enclosure (copy oF 


tiller, BS. — Civil Rights Division . 


‘allahaa — 
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EJM/pwl (4). 
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Ait to Mr. ‘Harold M. Provizer 


vor: 


1 


ST. 


Bureau is in receipt of letter from an attorney 
representing Mr. Anthony Liuzzo, husband of Viola Liuzzo 
who was shot and killed by Klansmen in Alabama od 3/25/65. 
State murder trials resulted in mistrial and dismissal. Three 
subjects convicted of civil rights charges in Federal Court 
and two presently incarcerated (one died). According to 
letter, Mr. Liuzzo reportedly received written reply from 
Bureau re 52 items of personal effects of his wife (items 
not identified). Bureau files and Mobile Office files 
(office of origin in Civil Rights-case) contain no record of 
such prior inquiry or reply to Mr. Liuzzo and Bureau never in 
possession of this material as not of evidentiary value. Last 
reported to be in possession of state authorities. 


This was discussed with Civil Rights Diwision (CRD) 
and Miss Monica Gallagher, Assistant Section Chief, Criminal 
Section, advised SA McDonough she had received telephonic 
inquiry last week from this attorney and she told him to put 


request in writing and CRD would handle. It appears letter 


may have been misdirected to Bureau instead of CRD; however, 
it is felt we should respond to clear the record as it may 
relate to Bureau and furnish copy of incoming and-reply to 
CRD for further handling as they may desire. 


Bureau files contain no pertinent information 
identifiable with the law firm. 
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EUGENE THOMAS, ET ALS VIOLA GREGG L1Uzz0, Ve . vier ins: 
CR - EL. . si ant 


> os f — 


RE BUREAU TELCON MARCH TWENTY-WINE, SEVENTY-TwO, „ 
IN RELATION TO THE PERSONAL EFFECTS OF VIOLA L1uzz9, THE 

MOBILE OFFICE OF THE FBI HAS NOT HAD ANY POSSESSION OF quo 

PERSONAL EFFECTS. SEVERAL INQUIRIES HAVE BEEN NADE OF N 

THE MOBILE OFFICE THRCUGH THE DEPARTMENT WHEREIN THE vier rng. 2 

HUSBAND HAS CALLED COMPLAINING ABOUT THE FACT THAT. HER PERSONAL „ 

EFFECTS HAD NOT REEN RETURNED. THESE PERSONAL EFFECTS WERE : 

IN THE POSSESSION OF THE LOWNDES COUNTY, ALASAMA LOCAL aur uong- 

TIES, AND IT IS POINTED OUT THAT AS OF APRIL etzt. 51 e. , 

FIVE, FORMER DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY CHARLES 'QUAINTANCE Hab da 


ADVISED THAT THE USA, DETROIT, NICHIGAN, HAD CALLED IN AN * 
EFFORT TO DETERMINE THE WHEREABOUTS AF THE VICTIM'S PERSONAL“ 


69 
EFFECTS, INCLUDING POCKET BODKs ETC. : 2060! ~ ~§ 
te é 


END PAGE ONE ä 
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do 44-2860 1 
PAGE Two 


— 


INQUIRY WAS nabe ar TuE ab A8 an DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
SAFETY AT MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, AND IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THis — 
EFFECTS LAST KNCYN TO BE IN THE POSSESSION OF E. Je DIXON, * , 
STATE INVESTIGATOR, DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY, WHO EXHIB ITED 
SAME TO BUREAU AGENTS ON MARCH TWENTY-SEVEN, SIXTY-FIVE. 2 

AT THAT TIME FORMER DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY QUAINTANCE WAS 
SO ADVISED THAT THE PROPERTY WAS IN THE POSSESSION OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY. = e 


5 


IT IS NOTED THAT A REPORT WAS SUBMITTED AND IT was REPORTED 
THAT DR. PAUL E. SHOFFEITT, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, STATE OF ALABAMA be 
DEPARTMENT OF TOXICOLOGY AND CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION. ,. conbUCTED 
AN AUTOPSY AFTER VICTIM LIUZZO YAS KILLED. IN „ weg 


REPORT IT WAS INDITATED THAT AMONG OTHER PERSONAL EFFECTS ~~ 


THERE WERE TYO FINGS ON RING FINGER OF HER LEFT HAND, ONE, 24 - 
RING ON THE RIGHT FINGER OF HER RIGHT HAND, AND A WRISTWATCH: 5 
ON HER LEFT WRIST, ALL OF WHICH WERE DELIVERED to INVESTIGATOR 


omg * 


LIEUTENANT E. Je DIXON. Re | a a 


2 
MR. LIUZZO HAS HAD NO DIRECT. CONTACT unn THE FBI OFFICE 


END PAGE 170 5 3 


=~ ee 2 SF TR 
* 3 “oder, 


m044-2860} 

PAGE THREE 

AT MOBILE, ALA3AMA, AND ALL REQUESTS CONCERNING PERSONAL EFFECTS WERE 
RECEIVED FROM THE DEPARTMENT. 

END 
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UNITED STATES © VERNMENT 


Tia. eorandt: 


; — 
Aabistant. Attorney General DATE: January 11, 1971 
“CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION | | | 
balk * ‘Director, FBI 


oe = . 


> 


ATTENTION: Ur. Norman 


sUNECT: EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL, 
VIOLA L1UZZO, aka., ET AL, = VICTINS. 
CIVIL RIGITS - ELECTION LAWS 


Reference is made to memorandum dated 
(your file ae i 


1 


There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special 
Agent a rs-orandum_ dated 18 21 


at Sn. Die 0 


A. mie covers the preliminary investigation and 
no further action concerning a full N ii ob egg dad e be taken 
by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. 


B. [me investigation is ee ini nd and you will 
be furnished copies of reports as tney are received. 


C. [mne investigation requested by you has “how 
been completed. Unless advised to the contrary no further in- 
quiries will be made by this Bureau. 


D. [{_] Pursuant to instructions issued by the Depart- 
ment, no investigation will be conducted in this matter unless 
ien directed by the Department. * 


- - @ee@ . — ee 


E. = Please advise whether you ‘tsi any further in- 
vestigation. 


F. [I This is submitted for your information and you 
wilt be adviscd of further developments. 


i” 1 75 u:: Ves aubmitted for your InCormbion and no 
l. te nel. Ve cl Kum doer deni . tastes speeifhleally vee 
quested by the Department, 5 — 
1 8 | | 
| HU. This covers the receipt of a complaint and 
4. her action will be taken ty this Bureau unless the Depart nt 
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Transmit the-following in 


” (Type ia plaintext or code) 
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Director, FBI (137-6295) 
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SAC, San Diego (44 2 
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GARY THOMAS ROVE, Arete 1 
THOMAS NEIL TRR 
FORMER RACIAL 1. NEORMANT® { 
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Enclosed 8 ie! ioe conics 674 fetterhead neno- 
randum concorning the above-captioned’ indivddwpals y It’ „„ „ 
onested that the Bureau make this letterhead memorandum aya i hie 
do the honartrent off Justice, It is also requestor that the 
Purest, if nossible, advise as, to the ‘identity: of* the thd viduad 
in the “Penartrent of Justice that Mr. ROWE should contact" con- 
na ay information set 9 thie enclosed sapere sg’ 
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1 N ss * . STATES DEPARTMENT OF a 
8 5 meint. u . 4 1. INVESTIGATION | 


3 * 1 San Diero, Cixiifornia 3 
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GARY TLOMAS ROWE 
also known as | 
THOMAS AXE IL MOORE W 
INFORMATION CONCERNING | 


ö 
or W 4 
On 12/7/70 the above-captioned 1 appeared at the 
San Dicgo Office of the FBI. "ind provided ene following Anformation: 


2 
ROWE advised he was eur rent ly unespioydd’ and had been un- * 
enployed for sone tine and was experiencing financial, difficulties 
as wcll as being unable to obtain employment. : ‘lle stated that as a 
result of this, the following items ‘al been preying on*his mind {| 
and he felt that the FBI and. particularly ur. HOOVER were not aware N 
of the activities of former Assistant Attorney General JOUN DOAR. | 
ROWE had the hishest praise for the FBI, ö that’ he would be}. 
happy to serve in the sane hig | he had in the past if ‘he: 
were in a position where he could ho‘of benefit. Ite felt that he had 
done a great service for his country. lle stated, however,.that he 


felt the Department and particularly Hr. bon had nat heen fair with 
him and cited the followings: . | 


January 11, 10 T1 
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Doußse of Representatives 
Washington, B.C, 20515 


July 4, 1972 


Office of Congressional — 
Department of Justice. f 
Washington, D. C }..,, 


40 4 
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bear Sir: 4 % 
7. 
A few years ago Mrs. viola Luizeo of Detroit was 
killed in Mississippi where she was\working to gree 
register blacks to votre. *%.. ue * 
| Ca: one | i} 71. a 
At the time, the F. B. 1. confiscated 15 her 8 
belongings and according to her husband, they have 
never been returned. phar: Luizzo. is: “very, anxious: 2 7 
have these itens. %% . F „: 
| ve ar f 9 39 f my 
Any assistance you | can, provide in this ane will 
be most appreciated. „ * 4 32 8 * 1 
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„  gonorable william 8S. Broomfield. «1 E 1 195 : 
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: sou 116 46 ‘eo. adiséwiedge. 80660 he oer 
letter dated-Jaly 4, 1972, directed eb 1512514 e 
Congressional Liaison, Departaent 47 nye 
forvarded to.this Sethe % on July’ 14) ‘18 4357 il, e . 
_ geference te efforts being made by usso to, be ' 


e, obtain personal belongings of . ures vi se 245 on Fouafises ge ae 
ea > eated® the vat han Bag wag ki working te 955 * 
iy i} help reel e Nat reat ce career Weta 
ee as ioe art. Shy 4 eae che A 4", Wer 4 — 
ae | ee. yous "info tion ‘this. rand does nol "et ake Rs: 
+ possess a personal belongings of Mrs. Arad e was: Sate ok | 
shot and killed in Lowndes County, Alabana,‘on March 25, 25 i 
1963. Our files show that previous inquiry has been 3. . 
of the Civil Rights Division of the V. 8.!Departmant of — 
Justice con Mire. Liuss 
* representing N. 


1 te: BS , 

: Ia Light of that, 1 am “taking the 10 
furnishing a copy of yout letter to the Civil 
Division and if you have any further questions 

ie@ is suggested you may desire eonmunioate 
fee y with Mr. David L. henna, Assis 
» Civil Rights vie. On, Ue 4 
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by “fatter to a0 William 8. Broomfield. 


. NOTE:. Representative Broomfield nt ten i 
with whom relations have been satisfactory, req 3 
assistance concerning efforts on part of Mr. Anthon"Liuzzo :. 


An obtaining personal belongings of his wife who was Wag . 


and killed by Klansmen in Lowndes county, Alabama,“ on at ; 


: 3/25/65. Representative Broomfield refers to her gur . 
. in Mississippi. Although this letter was not addressed" tee } 
„ to us, it is felt we shtuld respond to Mnsure the Statement’ 115 f. 

hd s° “Fs 


'.. Broomfield's, inquiry shoyid be referred tq CRD sin nce wa are 


referring to our “confiscation” of Mrs, Liuzzo's belongings; 

is clarified by us. our Mobile Office “which handled this B Ae 

case previously advised it does not possess any q N 
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Mrs. Liuzzo's personal belongings and they were last known a : 
to be in possession of ah oe Coun = (epee: ral s e. 
authorities in March, 1963. Fel 1 Rights Division (ch 
has been advised of this Berner and has handled: prior * 
inquiries concerning. this material. It is: n 
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not aware of an. further action which e CRD may thav aken on } 9 5 * 


such inquiries. It ,is{noted the Congr¢ssgan ' Sletten leg 
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NOTE: a * re l of Gary — „. ei 175 0 : va 
Rowe, former Birmingham informant who identified the aubjects . 


„do shot and killed Mrs. Viola Luizzo is Civil Rights —n ae ae 1 5 | 


The last known contact with Rowe was on Weis 
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ee 5 f. no 1 to HORN 3 
claim of being Rowe's daughter and it is not 
encourage her to request further assistance fron 
in locating Rowe in the {event she { 7 a aie U 
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